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answers.

Q. What is a social district and why are we doing it
in Plaza Midwood?

A. Social districts are designated areas, typically in

commercial centers, in which patrons are permit-

ted to purchase alcoholic beverages from licensed

vendors and move freely around the area. Think Sa-

vannah or New Orleans or Las Vegas, where you can

grab a to-go cocktail from one bar and enjoy it on
your walk to your next stop.

When the possibility of creating social districts
in Charlotte first developed, the Plaza Midwood
Merchants Association was immediately inter-
ested. After consulting with area businesses and
neighborhood groups like PMNA, PMM found sig-
nificant approval for the idea.

“Our social district will help Plaza Midwood be a
more pedestrian-centric and interesting place where
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A rendering showing the boundaries of the new Social District

harlotte’s first social district is set to launch in Plaza Midwood
in early 2024, but neighbors and businesses still have lots of
questions about the new project. We checked with former PMNA
president Phil Gussman, who has worked with the Plaza Midwood
Merchants and city council to bring the project to life, to get some

neighbors can enjoy a walk to dinner, shopping, or
drinks with an adult beverage,” Gussman said.

It also helps local businesses by removing more bar-
riers for patrons who want to get out and enjoy the
whole neighborhood rather than just one bar or res-
taurant.

You can learn much more about the social district,
including maps and hours, at experiencemidwood.
com/social-district.

Q. Is Plaza Midwood the canary in the coal mine
here or is there a model for social districts else-
where?

A. North Carolina already has dozens of social districts
around the state—but Plaza Midwood will be the first
in Charlotte. Moreover, Plaza Midwood has worked to

continues on pg. 6
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| speak cat!

Heavy Petting
Pet Sitting Service

heavypettingpetsitting@gmail.com
704-651-9098
heavypetting.net

\?_._ n Serving Plaza-Midwood since 1995 '

pLAZA MIBWOG

DENTISTRY

704.837.8480 -—— pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

=0 =0
Now Offering Extended Morning
Implant Placement and Evening Hours
In-Office Now Available

==

Conveniently Located,
Across Central Ave.

from Harris Teeter

Learn about the extra precautions

Michael C. Farmer, we are taklng to protect you dllI’ll‘lg J. Everett Case II,
DMD, FICD, PA COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com DMD

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Bernie Petit

As someone who likes things planned and scheduled
out, it makes me smile to know some of the best
things in my life have been unexpected.

I met my wife, Meghan, 22 years ago at the now gone Have
a Nice Day Café in uptown Charlotte. She hadn’t planned
on being there—she and her roommate decided to head
out on a whim—and her last-minute decision changed our
lives.

About a year after we married (we will celebrate our 20th
anniversary this summer), we decided to buy a house. We
were living in Dilworth at the time and didn’t know our
way around the city that well. So, as we were on our way to
look at a house we found online, we got turned around and
ended up driving down Central Avenue through the heart of Plaza Midwood’s business district.

It looked a little different than it does today, but it had the same soul. We parked, walked
around and fell in love with the neighborhood. We soon found the place we've called home
for almost 19 years.

| didn’t plan on joining the Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association Board until my neigh-
bor and friend Lisa Swayne Proud asked me to consider it three years ago. It was an easy
decision—this neighborhood has given my wife and me so much, so it was important to me
to give back.

But | certainly was not going to serve as PMNA president. That was out of the question. And
then neighbor and friend Jim Truchon—PMNA's outgoing president—asked me to be vice
president and, because of the tremendous respect | have for Jim, the answer was easy.

So, here | am, serving as PMNA president in 2024. Was this unexpected? Yes. Will it be challeng-
ing? Absolutely. But | know it will be an incredible experience. That's because of the love and
dedication PMNA's board members and volunteers have for our neighborhood. It’s also because
of the privilege | have to carry and build on the success of past PMNA presidents who | have
served on the board with—lJim, who has shown me the ropes and helped prepare me for this
role. Joey Guy, who | can always hit up for help or to talk about the Tar Heels or good beer. Lisa,
who works harder for this neighborhood than anyone | know. And Wes Turner, who teamed up
with me to plan the inaugural Midwood Mile and a person | am honored to call a friend.

We'll miss Jim and Wes, who have rolled off the board after six years of service. We are happy
to welcome Kevin Bohrer, Rusty Gibbs, Robbie Hodge and Rob Phocas to their first full year
on the board. And | am personally happy and grateful to Tanya Wilson for agreeing to serve
as PMNA vice president. It was my goal to find someone | know will be a great president and
Tanya will knock it out of the park in 2025.

This year, PMNA will continue to support the events that bring us together as a neighborhood
—from Home Tour and Midwood Maynia to quarterly meetings, Fall Crawl and the Marathon
Party. | also encourage you to get involved by applying for PMNA's board, signing up to volun-
teer at neighborhood events (details: https://plazamidwood.org/get-involved/) and support-
ing PMNA by joining or renewing your membership for only $25 per year.

And, if you have a great project or event idea to improve the neighborhood, PMNA will con-
sider funding it! Just send your idea, plan and funding request to info@plazamidwood.org for
consideration.

I don't know everything this year will bring, but that’s okay. | wouldn't have it any other way.

Here's to a great 2024!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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The Spirit newsletter is published by
volunteers. To help them meet their
deadlines, please send your editorial
copy or your ad in advance of the deadline.
Copy received after the deadline
date may be held for a future issue.
Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2024:
SPRING 24 issue............... Mar. 5, 2024
SUMMER ‘24 issue Jun. 5,2024
FALL 24 issue... ..Sep. 5,2024
WINTER ‘25 issue.. Dec.5,2024
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2024 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Bernie Petit, President
Midwood Mile Sprint
Attaberry Drive
704-813-5315
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Tanya Wilson, Vice President
Land Use & Midwood Maynia
Club Road

704-957-0610
tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Kevin Bohrer, Treasurer
Belvedere Ave
225-773-0540
kevin.bohrer@us.gt.com

Rob Phocas, Secretary
Kensington Drive
704-785-1515
robphocas@gmail.com

Mandy Bean, Schools
Masonic Drive
704-302-6702
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mark Blythe, Home Tour &
Midwood Gives Back

The Plaza

704-807-5288
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Renee Dial, Marathon Party & Dog Park

The Plaza
704-582-3823
rdial79@gmail.com

Kristen Dyer, Winter Fling
Ashland Avenue
704-654-7555
k10dyer@gmail.com

Joshua Fisher, Transportation
Logie Avenue

704-591-1751
jfisher@cmpd.org

Chad Gambrell, Midwood Park &
Movies in the Park

Belle Terre Avenue

336-269-1380
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Rusty Gibbs

Virginia Avenue

704-345-8209
rusty@thenicholscompany.com

Joey Guy, Dog Stations & Fall Crawl!
Winter Street

336-963-2656
joeyguy21@gmail.com

Rohbhi

Hodge, eNewsletter &
Web Administration

Simpson Drive
me@robbiehodge.com

Adam Lane, Community Garden
Masonic Drive

704-402-0400
lane.benton@gmail.com

Lindsay McCleary, Home Tour & Schools

Tippah Avenue
724-456-9638
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile

& Adopt A Street/Trashy Tuesdays
The Plaza

704-607-2049
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Lisa Swayne Proud, Membership
& The Spirit

Georgia Avenue

704-941-9519
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance
Ashland Avenue

706-338-8558
kgsweat@gmail.com

BOARD ROSTER:

Andrea Wise, The Spirit Ad Sales,
Winter Fling

Cramer Pond Drive

980-939-5487
dreabenavides@gmail.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio,
The Spirit Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio,
Yard of the Month

Tippah Avenue
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!

Our PMNA board of directors is passionate

about keeping PM one of the best

communities in Charlotte. We can use YOUR
participation! If you are interested, please

reach out to one of your current board

members or go to plazamidwood.org for

more information.

ey Yol

Broker | Realtor® & Top Producer
Licensed in NC & SC
704.650.1193
brinley@hmproperties.com
hmproperties.com

As a resident of Plaza Midwood, | have been honored
to witness the evolution the Queen City and its real
estate market. | am passionate about sharing that
knowledge with my clients and providing the highest
level of service. I'm here to help when you are ready to
make a move!

corcorarn

HM PROPERTIES

©2023 Corcoran Group LLC. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo
are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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EDITOR’S NOTES

from Terri Arrowood

appy 2024! | hope for you and yours that the coming year
brings magical experiences, joyful times with family and
friends and the things your heart desires.

As we look forward, it's only natural to take stock of the previous
year. | must say that 2023 was phenomenal in Plaza Midwood.

As the fiftieth anniversary of our neighborhood association—
PMNA, our community leaders created and pulled off some
kick-ass programs and events. The brainchild of Lisa Swayne
Proud—the 50 FOR 50 project infused our annual calendar
with so much more to do and learn about, it was sort of like a
unique carousel ride of a PM history lesson and extraordinary
parties and events all rolled into one.

I know I've said this before, but | cant thank Lisa enough for her
creative energy and time to bring to life such a comprehensive
project! There were Spirit articles, Plaza Plaques, the Signs and
Times of Plaza Midwood exhibit at our library, walking tours,
the best Tiki Party of the summer... and much more. So many
things to make us love PM even more.

In fact... we're going to revisit some of those things in this is-
sue. Look for“The Best Streets,””50 Reasons,”and neighbor spot-
lights reprinted here from eNewsletters throughout 2023.

Also in this issue you'll learn about our new social district, rec-
ognition of a great neighbor—Wes Turner, the evolution of our
community garden, find out about eco-districts. And lots more
great reads.

Now for a little end of the year housekeeping... at the first of
every year, we have our own changing of the guards in PM.
Thank you so much Jim Truchon for your leadership in 2023.
We were a little skeptical when Maynia and the Home Tour were
divided into two events—but your visionary decision brought
both events even greater successes.

Welcome to my friend and fellow Spirit collaborator Bernie Petit
as PMNA's 2024 president. Bernie already is knee-deep in Mid-
wood culture—editing the eNewsletter, chairing the Midwood
Mile Sprint Race—just to name a couple. He now gets a wider
stage to share his generous spirit and knowledge.

Here's to a remarkable new year.

Best,
Terri

As always, | welcome your input and story ideas. If you would like to
write an article for The Spirit, contact me at tarrowood@hotmail.com
with your ideas. Please let me know how we can continue to better
serve you with this publication.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PLAZA MIDWOOD
HAPPENINGS IN 2024

Save the dates for these upcoming PMINA events

Be sure and check out all monthly eNewsletters in addition
to 2024 Spirit quarterly newsletters, PM’s website and all
social media for updates and additions to this list. Dates

are subject to change.

January 24

Quarterly Meeting

February 17

Winter Fling*

March 23

Easter Egg Hunt

April 24

Quarterly Meeting

April 27

Paper Shredding Event

May 3 &4

Home & Garden Tour*

May 18

Midwood Maynia

July 24

Quarterly Meeting

September

Midwood Gives Back

September 28

Midwood Mile Sprint Race*

October 23

Quarterly Meeting

October 26

Fall Crawl

November 16

Marathon Party

* Ticketed event. The rest are free!
You might also be interested in these regularly scheduled
activities:

« Community Garden Workshops: Monthly, every third
Saturday, 9 am till Noon

« Land Use Meetings: Monthly, third Wednesdays, 7 pm

~ SAVE THE DATE ~

PLAZA MIDWOOD
2024 HOME & GARDEN TOUR
MAY 3 & 4

PMNA’s Home & Garden Tour committee is accepting nomina-
tions for the 2024 tour. We are looking for beautiful and unique
spaces—both homes and gardens!

Please email hometour@plazamidwood.org if your or your
neighbor’s home is the next must-see property in 2024.

Also watch for details how to volunteer for the Home Tour.
Check the Plaza Midwood website and the upcoming monthly
e-newsletters—you’ll get some great perks for volunteering!

Last year was our first sell out and we are looking forward to
another successful event!

)



I (Wi

WINTER 2024 / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

Social district Q&A, continued from cover

make its social district unique,
but incorporating a focus on
sustainability, including reus-
able stainless steel to-go cups.

“We're reducing plastic gar-
bage and encourage reuse,
which is far better than recy-
cling or composting,” Guss-
man said. “So in that per-
spective, we are doing things
differently than all the others,
and if we do it well Plaza Mid-
wood might be just the first
of many in the city and in the
state to adopt more sustain-
able practices.”

Joy and Phil Gussman digguisezj as
Social district cups to build awareness

Q. Won't this risk a lot of litter on the streets of the commer-
cial district or in the neighborhood?

A. This is where those reusable cups make so much sense.

Cups can be purchased at any participating bar or restaurant,
and they can be reused each time you head out in the neigh-
borhood. The cups will have real value, too—they're nice, well
crafted, and will be eligible for a rebate if returned.

“People can return cups at the Innovation Barn and get $1 or
at a participating bar or restaurant for $2 off your check,” Guss-
man said.

The idea is that, because the cups aren’t cheap throw-aways,
people will be incentivized to keep and reuse theirs. But if they
don't, there’s a value in picking up any empties around the
neighborhood and exchanging them for a rebate.

Gussman said the Midwood Merchants and PMNA also plan
to double their investment in neighborhood cleanup events
after the launch of the social district, too.

“Not because there will be more trash because of the social dis-
trict,” he said, “but because we want a cleaner neighborhood.”

Q. Where can | buy my social district reusable cup?

A. Bars and restaurants will be able to opt in to the program.
Any that do should have a stock of cups available for purchase
for $8. Look for signage or check the social district web site for
a list of participating businesses.

Q. Who will be participating in the social district?

A. Gussman said PMM is working with all businesses on getting
universal buy-in, but of course no business is required to partici-
pate. Participation will be an opt-in process, which also includes
local shops and other businesses who can choose to allow cus-
tomers to drink on premises using one of the to-go cups.

If a business opts not to participate, however, Gussman asks
that neighbors and patrons respect the choice and do not
bring outside beverages.

—

MIDWOOD GIVES BACK
FUNDRAISER REACHES
GOAL AGAIN IN 2023

by Mark Blythe

idwood Gives Back is one of the significant ways the

Plaza Midwood neighborhood pulls together each
year to support our community—raising funds for Second
Harvest Food Bank.

After another year of gracious giving, the neighborhood
was once again successful in meeting our goal with dona-
tions totaling $8,000!

Thanks to your efforts, Second Harvest can now add over
56,000 pounds of food to their pantries to be distributed to
those in need throughout the Charlotte area.

A special shout out goes to the neighbors who stepped
up in the final days to push us over the top when it was
looking like we might not reach the goal... only moments
before our deadline, we received an anonymous donation
of $653 to take us to the goal just in time for the holiday!

Over the past four years, the Plaza Midwood neighborhood
has contributed more than $30,000 in donations supply-
ing over 210,000 pounds of food to those in need. Bravo
Plaza Midwood for our commitment to giving back, evenin
a year when we all got squeezed... and thanks in advance
for setting aside funds during 2024 in preparation for an-
other successful year.

Happy New Year!

Q. So when does the social district become official?

A.The Merchants are eager to ensure the project is a breeze for
both businesses and patrons, so they’re doing ongoing educa-
tion now with a goal of soft launching in early 2024, followed
by an official “grand opening”in March.

Q. What can | do if | have questions or concerns about the
social district?

A. Feel free to check in with your PMNA board members, email
our friends at the Plaza Midwood Merchants or hit up the social
district coordinators at socialdistrict@plazamidwood.com.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PLAZA MIDWOOD FALLEVENTS -~WRAP UPS & THANKYOUS

he two main autumn events in the Midwood lineup were joined by a new one this year. Bernie Petit and Wes Turner
debuted the inaugural Midwood Mile Sprint Race along The Plaza. We thank all the planners, volunteers and sponsors
who make these events possible. Please support our PM sponsors whenever you can—they are generous local businesses
with community-minded owners who make our neighborhood a better place.

MIDWOOD MILE SPRINT RACE ~ September 30

Bernie Petit, chair of the inaugural Midwood Mile Sprint,
couldn’t be happier with the results of this race event. The
turnout was exceptional and PM'’s leaders agree this will be an
annual event going forward.

Congratulations to the winners of the race’s five heats:

«  Women's Open «  Women's Competitive
Tanya Sotillo (06:11.0) Brittney Graff (05:16.7)
« Men's Open « Men's Competitive
Chris Rich (05:05.7) Tim Haughton (04:06.1)
«  Family Mile

Will Funderburg (05:53.3)

Many thanks to event sponsors:

TITLE Sponsor : Scott Hartis Property Experts

Platinum Sponsors:

» Hunter and Chandler Law Group PLLC - LendScout

« Resident Culture « Ken Riel « Stellar Dental

Gold Sponsors:

« Barnhardt Manufacturing « Crown Town Compost « Hoka
« Run CLT Run « Summit Coffee on The Plaza

continues on pg. 8

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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Fall Events Wrap Up, continued from page 7

FALL CRAWL ~ October 28

Joey Guy, chair of Fall Crawl reported that 2023 brought an-
other successful event, raising $7,000 to go to neighborhood
schools.

As usual, the costume parade and Trunk or Treat at The Vine
were highlights of the day for PM’s little goblins. Kidswood in
the park sported new activities too. Great food and beverages,
along with some incredible music on the Midwood Amphithe-
ater Stage created the usual party atmosphere that Fall Crawl is
known and loved for.

Renee Dial, the eternally cheerful long-time chair of Plaza

Midwood’s fabulous cheer station along The Plaza, tells us that

this year’s event was another great turnout and great time!
What's not to love?! The Loose Lugnuts
kept the party going strong as the group
cheered on the runners. Be sure to add it
to your calendar next year!

A big Thank You to event sponsors:
» Midwood BBQ - Birdsong Brewing
« Stirling Group « The Culture Shop

Many thanks to event sponsors:
TITLE Sponsor: Ken Riel

Platinum Sponsors: - Birdsong Brewing « The Bohemian
+ All Kids Pediatric Dentistry « Hartis Property Experts

Gold Sponsors: « Oak Capital Mortgage « Drip IV MedSpa
" mu ..r -+ o

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PM Recognizes

WES TURNER - A RENAISSANCE MIAN FOR OUR AGE

hortly after moving to Plaza Midwood and be-

coming a new dad in 2017, two neighbors—
Larken Egleston and David Hale—asked Wes
Turner if he would serve on the board of the Plaza
Midwood Neighborhood Association (PMNA). Al-
though Wes was running multiple small businesses
and parenting a baby, he amazingly said yes. He
wanted to contribute to his new neighborhood.

Six years later, Wes has been very successful in
improving the neighborhood and the PMNA. He's
served as vice president and president of the orga-
nization. Then, when there was a desperate need,
he stepped up to fill in as treasurer one year and
secretary another.

Wes has made so many positive impacts on Plaza
Midwood, it’s difficult to say which is the most im-
portant. It may be his financial success for PMNA. Wes started
his career as an accountant and was able to bring much need-
ed funds to PMNA in two ways. Wes revamped The Spirit adver-
tising. Editor Terri Arrowood said, “We had gotten a bit too set
in our ways dealing with ad sales and revenue for the neigh-
borhood’s magazine. With his easy-going manner and charm,
Wes revitalized not only the process, but our enthusiasm. He's
a prince of a guy.”

Another innovation Wes brought to event management for
PM was to bundle sponsorships.“In my first meeting with Wes,
I was struck by his amazing energy, enthusiasm and humor. He
sold me on the value of a full year of PMNA sponsorship. Of
course, giving back to the organization that brings our neigh-
borhood such joy was a no brainer, personally and profession-
ally," said neighbor and local Realtor Ken Riel.

All future PMNA treasurers will have accounting standards,
documents and tutorials for successful financial supervision,
thanks to Wes.

It's true Wes is smart and financially-minded, but he has an ex-
traordinary exuberance for having fun and bringing fun to his
community—recently creating the Midwood Mile Sprint Race
with fellow board member Bernie Petit. This event was so popu-
lar and well-run that it actually showed a profit in its first year, a
rarity. The Sprint is now a great addition to PM’s annual calendar.

“Wes possesses the rare combination of gifts in that he is a
diligently responsible manager and entirely fun to have a few
drinks with. This, it turns out, is the ideal contributor to PMNA
events. As such, he’s taken the lead on so many neighborhood
activities, including Fall Crawl, and injected new life and energy
into them while ensuring they run like clockwork behind the
scenes,” said past PMNA president David Hale. The improve-
ments Wes made to Fall Crawl increased attendance and there-
fore money raised. PMNA is now able to provide a sizable do-

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

nation that rotates through our local schools—a
passion for Wes.

During his year as president, Wes renewed the
focus on neighborhood schools. PMNA president
Jim Truchon noted, “Wes led board efforts to do-
nate more to the schools in our community. He is
a natural-born entrepreneur who always comes up
with fresh and innovative ideas”

Possibly his greatest impacts are his leadership
and friendships. According to previous PMNA
president Lisa Swayne Proud, “Wes befriended me
my first year on the board and asked me to be his
vice president. If someone else asked, | may have
said no. But, it's hard to say no to a great guy like
Wes!”

During the first year of the Pandemic, Wes's leadership was
front and center in a very difficult year. He was even able to pull
off a virtual one-mile run. “Wes was an excellent president and
role model. He taught me everything | know about running a

neighborhood association. I'm proud to be his board bestie,
continued Lisa.

Terri Arrowood adds, “As | came to know Wes better over time,
| learned what strength of character he possesses. As a cancer
survivor, he puts all his energy into his family, his friends and
the things he loves—with a passion for life few of us enjoy. Wes
is always the first to offer encouragement or help when some-
one needs it. |, like pretty much everyone who knows him, feel
very blessed to call him a friend”’

PMNA by-laws state that board members may serve only two
three-year terms. Even though Wes’s official role is up, there’s
no doubt he'll continue his work in the neighborhood.

“l am bummed to see Wes’s time on the board come to an end.
However, | know he will continue to support PMNA behind the
scenes because that is just who he is. | am lucky to still have him
on the Shamrock PTA Board for another year, where all of our
kids benefit from one of the best girl dads | know!” said PMNA
board member Andrea Wise.

The impact of Wes’s time on the PMNA board will be felt for
years to come and his contributions will always be appreciated
in Plaza Midwood. Thank you Wes for everything!

VISIT
WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

FOR MORE NEWS AND INFOR-
MATION ABOUT

PLAZA MIDWOOD
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NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS UPDATE

By Mandy Bean

e love our schools, students and teachers! This fall, PMNA

was able to support the purchasing of teacher and staff
t-shirts for Garinger High School—and they look terrific! Check
out the photos below of the friendly front office staff modeling
the shirts.

The holidays were filled with grateful generosity as PMNA
showed their love for the teachers and staff at Shamrock Gar-
dens Elementary, Villa Heights Elementary, Eastway Middle
School, and Garinger High School! v

Picturedltor:
Kenya Deleon
(Front Office Secre-
tary), Tomeka Bar-
bour (Asst. Principal),
LeDuan Pratt (Princi-
pal), Peggy Shropshire (Sr.
Admin. Secretary).

I n a heartwarming display of community spirit, PMNA donated
nearly 100 gifts to Eastway Middle School’s "Day of Giving." On
December 18, the middle school students were able to “shop”
for their loved ones to give for the holiday season. Here's to the
spirit of giving, community, and the joy that comes from shar-

ing kindness with one another! v

e know teachers need a “pick-me-up”—so a group of

Plaza Midwood neighbors gathered to put together
some “T.E.S.T" snack bags. No, not that kind of test! These were
“Teacher Emergency Snack Totes” filled with treats! Tasty treats
were enjoyed by almost 500 CMS employees. Both the young
and the (slightly) older know the importance of doing things
for others. v

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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50 FOR 50 E-NEWS SPOTLIGHTS

by Lisa Swayne Proud

Lisa Swayne Proud and PMNA’s 50 for 50 committee produced an amazing amount of info and epic events during 2023 for the
association’s fiftieth anniversary—including spotlights in each issue of the eNewsletter recognizing neighbors who made sig-
nificant contributions to Plaza Midwood over the years. Hope you enjoy seeing them here. Our community wouldn’t be what it is

without these folks.

Mary Anne Hammond, Fran Gay
and Tom Hanchett
Because of Tom’s research and writing, we
know that in 1973, Mary Anne and Fran
teamed up to help stop the City from build-
ing a highway through the neighborhood.

They were so successful and passionate that
the two women decided to involve other
neighbors, revitalize the neighborhood
and form a permanent community organi-
zation—PMNA!

Over the years, Mary Anne and Fran stopped
massive development on The Plaza, created
neighborhood-wide social events, helped
save the VanLandingham and worked tire-
lessly to make Plaza Midwood an amazing
place to live. We know so much about our
Plaza Midwood history because of Tom.

David Hale

David Hale was on the PMNA board for
six years and made a huge impact on our
neighborhood. He created the eNewsletter
that has become one of PM’s best vehicles

for information. He brought us our movie
nights, dog poop stations, dog park and signal

box wraps. He helped improve Winter Fling and The Spirit. He
fostered a strong relationship with PMM. He did so much and
even though he’s been off of the board for a few years, he is still
very involved making Plaza Midwood the best neighborhood
in Charlotte.

Terri Arrowood and Melissa Schropp

Combined, Terri Arrowood and Melissa
Schropp have been making Plaza Mid-
wood a better place for 57 years! Since the
mid-90s, both women have served on the
PMNA board, chaired events and worked on
so many projects to improve Plaza Midwood.
Our informative neighborhood magazine,
The Spirit, could not happen without their
hard work. Terri has been the editor and
Melissa the designer for decades. Melissa is
the Board'’s go-to person for graphic needs
like Home Tour tickets, t-shirts and signs (she
also designed the historic district’s signs, the

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

PMNA logo, Community Garden sign and Plaza Plaques!) Terri
is an amazing writer and editor and served for six years as PM’s
Historic District Commissioner.

Renee Bradley
\ A huge THANKYOU to Renee Bradley for be-

ing the chair of the Plaza Midwood Home
& Garden Tour Committee for 10 years! Re-
nee has added more homes, business dis-
trict stops, sponsors and food, beer, wine or

music at every home, making it even more of
a party. People come from all over the state to experience one
of the biggest and best events in Plaza Midwood. Renee is also
a PMNA past president who served on the board for six years,
was instrumental in adding bike lanes to The Plaza and has led
beautification projects for the Midwood Mile.

Hamilton Cort and Phil Gussman

Almost 10 years ago, Winter Street neigh-
bors Hamilton Cort and Phil Gussman
started Plaza Midwood's Land Use Group
and have spent many, many hours helping
with land use issues ever since. Hamilton,
Phil, a PMNA representative (currently Tanya
Wilson) and other neighbors work with de-
velopers and the city so projects keep with
the spirit of Plaza Midwood.

When helping guide development, the
Land Use Group embraces walkability,
smaller incremental developments that add
variety to our commercial streetscape and concen-

trating development in centers and corridors. They value the
eclectic aesthetic in our commercial area and diversity of hous-
ing stock, housing occupants and housing affordability. They
encourage the reuse of structures.

Larken Egleston

Larken Egleston has lived in Plaza Midwood
since 2008. He's been involved in many civil
and political engagements. His impact in
Plaza Midwood started as a PMNA board
member. He championed preservation and

smart growth in the neighborhood, including
serving on the Historic Landmarks Commission. Larken served
as District 1 city councilman and fought for Plaza Midwood on
a number of issues over his term. He was an advocate for bike

continues on pg. 12
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Spotlight, continued from previous page

lanes, social districts and the Midwood Merchants. Now, he's
making an impact on an even bigger scale as the district direc-
tor for Congressman Jeff Jackson (NC-14).

Udo Robitsch

Udo and his lovely wife Lisa have lived in
Plaza Midwood for decades. If you've won
Yard of the Month or are into gardening,
you know Udo! He's been awarding Yard of
the Month for years and is still doing all of

the work to keep it going, even though he’s not
on PMNA's board anymore. He's also an integral part of the Gar-
den Committee. In fact, when the Community Garden needed
funding in 2001, he helped revamp Winter Fling to raise money
for it. He's famous for his Winter Fling silent auction item, the
German dinner.

Wes Turner

Wes Turner has been on PMNA's board for /3
six years and has made a huge impact! 4"
He's served as secretary, treasurer, VP AND
president. He improved our accounting
processes, revamped The Spirit advertising,
made Fall Crawl a bigger, better and profitable

event, created the inaugural Midwood Mile—a new one mile
“sprint” for all ages along The Plaza this fall—and so much
more.

Clifton Castelloe

& Clifton and his wife Michelle have lived in
Plaza Midwood for decades. They've built
their family here, raising four daughters
and growing businesses here—Moxie
Mercantile and Betty. Clifton has been the

president of the Plaza Midwood Merchants As-
sociation (PMMA) for over six years, always working to make
the business district better and joining forces with PMNA on
many important projects. Earlier this year, Clifton and PMMA
partnered with PMNA to bring the “Signs & Times” exhibit to
our local library.

JOIN OR RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND

SUPPORT PMNA!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Lisa Swayne Proud

Plaza Midwood is a better place because
of Lisa Swayne Proud, a Board member for
J five years. The permanent “Signs of Plaza
Midwood” exhibit at the library is thanks to
Lisa. She loves a good party, which you know

if you attended the PMNA 50th Anniversary Tiki
Party—Lisa planned the entire thing. Speaking of PMNA’s an-
niversary, she also spearheaded all of 2023’s celebratory ac-
tivities, including the Plaza Midwood plaques. She tirelessly
researched the history of the PMNA, sharing several articles for
The Spirit. Believe it or not, that’s only a fraction of everything
she’s done. She’s a force in Plaza Midwood

Jim Truchon and Bernie Petit

2023 PMNA President Jim Truchon and
2024 President Bernie Petit

Being the president of a huge, very active
organization takes a lot of time and effort.
There is so much that goes on behind the
scenes of PMNA’s events and projects...lead-
ing monthly board meetings, answering
neighbor’s questions and requests, field-
ing media inquiries, working with other
City leaders, overseeing our budget and so
much more. Jim did all of this and was also
the chair for a very successful Winter Fling!
Bernie Petit becomes president in January 2024. He
coordinates PMNA’s quarterly meetings, regularly contributes
to The Spirit, is editor of PM’s eNewsletters and helped start the
Midwood Mile Race.

QUARTERLY
MEETING

Wednesday, January 24
at The VanLandingham Estate
« 6:30 - 7 pm: Pre-meeting Mixer
e 7-8pm: Meeting

Join the PMNA for the first quarterly meeting of 2024.
The meeting will include updates from the neighbor-
hood’s Board of County Commissioners representative
Mark Jerrell, CMPD Eastway Division Community Coordi-

nator Officer Kelvin Moore, the Plaza Midwood Merchants
Association and more.

This is your chance to learn about what's happening in the
neighborhood and connect with PMNA board members
and neighbors.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Charlotte’s
Best Real Estate

Agent

Jeff King

The Charlotte Observer
“Charlotte's Best"” 2023 Awards

#1 Real Estate y
Team in Plaza b

MldWOOd AMY TRITT JEFF KING

by Sales Volume Broker, NC REALTOR®  Broker, NC/SC REALTOR®
704.574 9869 704.332.7309

Proven Experience. Savvy Expertise.

At The Jeff King Team, we're more than just agents - we're your neighbors ready to help you find
your place in our vibrant community. Whether it's finding the perfect home or securing top dollar for
your property, we're here to help every step of the way. Give us a call, and let's get started!

&

THE JEFF KING TEAM

ESTD 2023

THEJEFFKINGTEAM.COM - @ HISTORICPLAZAMIDWOOD

Sa.vv + | 1930 € 7Hh Sthmet |
LN EETATE “Charletie, NC 20204

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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DULIM & ASSOCIATES
Braker and Trusted Advisor

LUXLIRY HOMES

IMTiRmATIOMAL

w

B OWILRARHEY REALTT

e appreciated Robert’s expert guidance throughout the process of
selling our house of 28 years. He knows the Charlotte market and it
shows! We followed Robert’s advice on prepping the house and yard
for sale. We had 18 showings and five offers within 24 hours, all at
or above asking price. The final offer was more than we could have

ever expected: $100,000 over asking price! "'
- Tom Cole and Carol Hartley,
2201 Winter Street

My powerful Marketing Strategy gets RESULTS! It will work for your home, too!

Contact me today and let's discuss a plan tailored specifically to the sale of
YOUR home!

2 704-661-3173 & www.RobertDulin.com 2% Robert@RaobertDulin.com @

YARD OF THE MONTH

For October, November and December 2023

NOVEMBER 2023 ~ 1505 Thomas Avenue December 2023~ 2127 The Plaza

OCTOBER 2023~ 1409 Pecan Avenue

Ron Wolfe

In May 1988, when Ron was looking to buy
his first house in Charlotte, he says the yard
chose him. It was love at first sight—with
mature azaleas in full bloom across the
front and side yards. Then he saw the hy-
drangeas, fig trees, flower beds and three
pecan trees in the backyard. Ron settled in
and quickly became a leader in PM, most
notably as one of the team who established
the PM local historic district. Ron still plants
new additions every spring.

Amy Tritt and Steve Kehayias

Amy and Steve love transforming their yard
into a bewitching spectacle that marries
Halloween fervor with classic charm. Draw-
ing inspiration from “The Nightmare Before
Christmas,” the elaborate display transport-
ed Halloween lovers into a whimsical realm.
Amid the lush garden beds, spookiness and
natural beauty created a spellbinding at-
mosphere.

o

Mike Nicholson

Mike loves to see all the home decorations
on “Bunglow Row”"—the Plaza-Mimosa
block that his corner anchors. Inspired by
the 45 year tradition which was once Char-
lotte’s premier destination to view Christ-
mas lights, Mike would love to bring the
tradition back all along The Plaza. He has
certainly done his part with several lush
Christmas trees and other vibrant decora-
tions to delight neighbors and passersby.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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YOUR Z. Wy(ww% DREAM TEAM

WOMEN-LED FIRM,
TOP PRODUCERS,
LOCAL EXPERTS,
&
MIDWOOD
NEIGHBORS

The list goes on and on,
but what always tops the list
is our full-service, client-first

approach to real estate.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

appenings

MaonNDay - §5 WELL DRINKS & $1.50 WINCS"
Tuesoay - $4 CLT DraFTs € KiDs EAT FOR $1

WEDNESDAY - $7 20 0Z DRAFTS & 52 OFF
LARCE PIES

THURSDAY - 1/2 OFF BOTTLES OF WINE & 25%
OFF APPS

ALL WEEKEND| BOGO
BUY 1 LARGE SPECIALITY PIE CET 1/2 OFF LARGE CHEESE

FRIDAY - $2.50 PER & 56 GREEM TEA SHOTS
SATURDAY - $8 HOUSE MARCARITAS

SUNDAY - 45 MIMmosAs & $6 BLOODY MAaRYS

f @lhepiz2apeel
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50 REASONS to @@ PMNA
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For PMNA'’s recent 50th Anniversary, we've compiled all the many reasons why you should love

(and join) PMNA.

If you appreciate everything PMINA does for the neighborhood, please make sure your PMNA
membership is up to date, or sign up for a new membership at plazamidwood.org today!

0 Feasons to Leve PRk

Teuile]

£8 Wird co=hosting the

=5 Opseditg Party or thee

A Signs & Times of

N Plara Midwood Exhibit
Thursday, Februany Weth .'

50 Reosons to Love PMNA

from & - Bpm at the
% Plazz Migwood Lorary

Click fo regisier for the event. /s freel
5O ReORGTE £ Leve PHIA
l 504008 50 |

Yy e

e M WA e ) e 81 F iy

— 50 Reciais b Lo PR —

#26 paHAs
Land Use Group

works with developers and
the City so projects keep with

Ve spiri of

Plaza Midwood

Freensrribey ks (hes wars a diri paih? — 50 Reapdi o L owe PR —

i! #3? PMNA keeps up our
' 501 c3 non-profit status,
files our taxes, manages the
neighborhood budget, gets
proper Insurance, obtalns
permits and so much morne!

I PMNAT
v i it CIET
e aliminame
slomani gaps

= Thamk PANA by Becoming a

Memser ar Geamsing at

o = it Ly mm om mr Plarastidwesd.arg

50
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50
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to Lowve
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CELEBRATING
PMNA's 50TH ANNIVERSARY §
SATIRDAY, AUGUST 5

#28 PiiNA Threws Amazing Parties!

Fa— F130 We"ve
Bury Your Ticket Today

el VO The Spirit every
Lot quarter for decades!
340 Reoyoms fo Love PMNA
#40

it’s Time ©a Party In the Pask Again
FALL CRAWL [s Saturday, Oct 28
i

HARVEST
FOOD BANK

o METRELINA

50 Recsond o Lo P

¥39 MIDWOOD GIVES BACK! 2
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: ]
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Plaza Midwood’s Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist™
13 ' - ; ‘-. |

| RECENTLY GATHERED WITH CLIENTS
TO EXPRESS MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE —
THAT AND OUR MUTUAL LOVE OF PIE.
[T WAS A FULL HOUSE. |F YOU WERE
UNABLE TO ATTEND, KNOW THAT YOU
WERE MISSED.

[F WE HAVEN'T WORKED TOGETHER

YET, THERE'S NO BETTER TIME. RATES

ARE STARTING TO FALL, AND NOW IS

THE TIME TO PREPARE FOR A SPRING

SALE. %

REACH OUT TO ME, FOR A QUICK CHAT. Find out more about Scott,
and why he should be your agent,
whether you just like pie, or really

y{o ,p like selling your house over asking.
HARTIS e{(p gy g

Scott Hartis Broker/Realior® NC & SC | (704) 7567862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE

by June Blotnick and Christine Sheil

THE MAKING OF OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN | PLAZA | things, built a stone “patio” and wall next to one of the
MIDWADD creeks, to be used to educate children and neighbors

The Midwood Park Community Garden is celebrating
its 20th anniversary this year. It was started in 2004 by
a small group of volunteers who worked with Meck-
lenburg County Park and Recreation to turn what was

COMMUNITY

about water quality and other environmental issues.

Another neighbor, Randy Podosek built the three-bin
composting system, and early on we held composting

a maintenance problem at the edge of Midwood Park workshops for neighbors. After 15 years, it’s still stand-
—the two streams and steep hill made it all butimpos- | growing togeiber | ing, but we are planning to replace it this year.

=, since 2004 %

sible for crews to mow—into a beautiful destination
point for our neighbors and visitors. The shade and triangular
shape of the land meant that creating a traditional vegetable
community garden wouldn’t work; rather, the intention was to
create a place of beauty and play.

It took many hands to create the garden as it is today. Neigh-
bors were involved in the design and implementation of the
design, the bridge, benches, and the tool shed.

Some of the original volunteers included June Blotnick, Buzz
Barbato, Udo Robitsch, Holly Jeffries, Susie Birkhead, Brian
Tressler, Brandon Kaigler, Laurel Holtzapple, Erica Grace, Patri-
cia Dinas, Sue Neverett, and Celeste Chambers. Apologies to
anyone we've left out. We're so very grateful to everyone who
got the garden off the ground and in the ground!

The original footbridge (replaced last year by neighbor Dave
Dougherty) was designed by former Midwood resident and ar-
chitect Nicole Perri. The original bridge-building in 2007 was like
a neighborhood party. Hearing some of the founding members
describe it, it was reminiscent of a barn-raising—a social event
with a community purpose. But with a particularly Plaza Mid-
wood twist—neighbors bringing cocktails to the workers.

Our barn red garden shed was designed by Nicole Perri in 2010
and former resident Tom Egan oversaw its construction. In 2015
neighbor and landscape architect Dan Putman designed and led
construction of three benches in and around the garden, along
with Udo Robitsch, Robie Collins, Damon Houghton and others.

The original garden design came from Midwood landscape ar-
chitect Laurel Holtzapple. The design included a large cutting
garden in the center of the garden and a five senses area for
children, featuring a brown turkey fig, bear claw Lenten roses,
lemon balm and gardenias, among other plants.

We created a trellised tunnel and trained plants to grow around
it. Little ones still love to walk through it!

The herb garden has been through a number of changes over
the years but early on there was plenty of basil! Being our only
edible “crop” we named our annual harvest gathering the Pesto
Festo, and many of our gardeners continue to bring delicious
pesto-related dishes to the Festo.

The garden was also intended as an educational space. Neigh-
bor Wes Sturgis, stonemason extraordinaire, among other

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

In 2016 we engaged some neighborhood boy and girl
scouts to create a butterfly garden to educate residents about
monarch butterflies and to encourage neighbors to plant
nectar plants and milkweed as a “pit stop” along the “butterfly
highway,” places for monarchs to refuel as they make their epic
migration.

When one of the founding members of the garden, Brian
Tressler, passed away in 2018, we had the “art rail” created and
installed as a tribute to our friend. Designed by Laurel Holt-
zapple and made by Theron Ross of Artistic Ironworks, it was
intended for both safety and beautification purposes. We also
extended the garden design up along the sidewalk.

The community garden is the product of the dedication and
creativity of so many neighbors, and many more unnamed
here—but who have helped in the installation and mainte-
nance of these projects and tending the plants.

Without the neighbors, old and new, who bring the energy
needed to keep the garden going, and the Plaza Midwood
Neighborhood Association’s annual support, the garden would
not be the amenity it is today.

Whether its hosting pumpkin painting at Fall Crawl, meeting
new neighbors at a monthly workday, watching children play
and explore among the streams and trees, or having a picnic
lunch, we are so grateful for the original neighbors who had
the vision to plant a garden and the many more who have
come along to make the garden the beautiful place it is today.

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the
third Saturday of each month between 9:00 am and noon.
The more volunteers we have, the earlier we get done.
Children and youth are welcome!

DIGIT.

COMMUNITY GARDEN GATHERINGS
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 9 AM - NOON
MIDWOOD PARK. ALL AGES!
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STREETS IN PLAZA MIDWOOD

Beacon St, 3 Members, 100% of Homes Morningside Dr, 7, 41.18%
Nandina St, 3,100% Fort St, 13, 39.39%

The Plaza, 57, 55.34% Landis Ave, 5, 38.46%
Sprague Ave, 7, 53.85% Attaberry Dr, 16, 36.36%
Winter St, 28, 52.83% Truman Rd, 18, 35.29%
Tippah Ave, 31, 50.82% Mecklenburg Ave, 28, 35.00%
Josephine Ct, 3, 50.00% Tippah Park Ct, 9, 34.62%
Ashland Ave, 13, 48.15% Chatham Ave, 32, 33.33%
Club Rd, 56, 45.53% Kenwood Ave, 16, 33.33%
Norcross Pl, 5, 45.45% Midwood PI, 6, 33.33%
Chambwood Dr, 17, 44.74% Haywood Ct, 3, 33.33%
Belvedere Ave, 53, 41.73% Plaza End Trace, 2, 33.33%
E Ford Rd, 5, 41.67% Thomas Ave, 40, 33.06%

Jhg

HELFING PROTECT YOUR MMANCIAL BLIMD SIDE
S Vm o Tend Foouh 8 mecor Do Pu Pl s, Meke FINER S FL

As Charlotte’s premier financial advisor, JHG is

proud to be in business for over 26 years.

Working together, we can design an individualized
“blueprint” for organizing and managing your
financial life. We are committed to helping you
implement the appropriate financial decisions

that could positively impact your future.

Some of our Services are:
b : B ' ; - Financial Planning
‘A house at has chdracteri stands Insurance
. Investments
a good chance of growing more valuable as Retirement Planning
it grows older...Buildings like people must

first be sincere, must be true....”
1370 Briar Creek Rd

~Frank Lloycl anhf Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 536-3423
www.jhgfinancial.com

HEH HSH HlH HEH H

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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MAKE THE
BEST

REALTORS®

WILL

Proper

Your

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

IAM ARCHER

—

+4+

Presentation + Complimentary Staging +
Expert Marketing = The BEST outcome!
full service Realtors®, covering the entire
Charlotte region with care.

704-819-0710

bobby@nestlewoodrealty.com

BOBBYSISK.COM

WINTER 2024 { / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

+4+

nestlewood

BOBBY SISK HOMES TEAM
We live and work in 28205.
That not only makes us experts, it means

we care.
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QUEEN CITY  sircos-
animal hospital were voled Charlolle s Best!
| prrall FEAR FREE P
ST CERTIFIED B |
~__Professional | ‘ .
920 BELMONT AVENUE 1
CHARLOTTE, NC 28205 » I
www.queencityah.com . {; :'-_I.t .";
equeencityanimalhospital g ' ;'"-_.' /]
704.703.1414 (¥ e ¢

A SOLID REPUTATION
BUILT ON SOLUTIONS

ROBERTSON

& ASSOCIATES

Attorneys & Counselors at Law

704.5972.5774 RLROBERTSON.COM

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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SHAMROCK SHUFFLE VIAKES CHANGES FOR 2024

A Message from the Shamrock PTA

hamrock Gardens Elementary PTA is

happy to announce that local real-
tor Ken Riel will again be the sponsor
for this year’s Shamrock Shuffle on
Friday, March 8, 2024.

Traditionally, the Shamrock Shuffle
has been a neighborhood 5K.

However, in an effort to

increase scholar participation,
this year it will be a booster fun
run held during school hours and
only open to SGE students.

As a PTA, our goal is to enrich the
social and educational lives of all
scholars. We look forward to removing financial and logistical
barriers of entry to the Shuffle for the student body, as well as
creating an atmosphere where all feel they play an integral role
in the school’s fundraising efforts. We're excited about this op-
portunity for our student body.

We'd like to thank the following local businesses for their 2024
Shamrock Shuffle Fun Run sponsorship:

Ken Riel/Compass « Bobby Sisk Homes/Nestlewood Realty

« The Workman’s Friend - Queen’s Pharmacy + Hankin & Pack

PLLC « The Whole Blooming Landscape « Charlotte Women'’s

Counseling - Ellen Kelly Homes « Concord Pediatric Dentistry

* Pizza Peel « Grandfather Homes « Genevieve Williams Real
Estate « Sharpe Patel CPA « Holt School of Fine Art « Birth Story

Media « The Modern Cottage + Open Door Studios

« Southern EEZ Landscaping - Dozier Miller Law Group « The
Culture Shop -« Dentistry on the Plaza « Menya Noodle Counter

« TruMosquito - Southern Canopies Tree Service » Charlotte

Magazine « Landscape Design and Outdoor Lighting
« Pike’s Pharmacy « Williams Subaru of CLT.

We know that many in the neighborhood look forward to the
5K. For those looking for a replacement run, please see the
list of other 5Ks in the area at www.charlotterunning.com.
Additionally, please consider participating in PMNA’s very
own Midwood Mile next fall.

If you'd like to be a Shamrock Shuffle Fun Run sponsor please
email dreabenavides@gmail.com.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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HEALING AND RECOVERY PLLC

Plaza Midwood's home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

81 (entral Avenue Suite 8, Charlotte, NC 28204
‘Phone and Fax: (704) 908-4061

bttps://justinperrycounseling.com
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ECO NEIGHBORHOOD

By Chris Lakin

“The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that
someone else will save it.”

- Robert Swann, explorer & environmental leader

NEW YEAR IS A GREAT TIME TO ASSESS ECO GOALS

With the New Year now upon us, let’s take some measure of
where Plaza Midwood is as an eco neighborhood, and envision
where wed like to go.

First, to gauge what we're currently doing as individuals and
families, | invite—and strongly encourage—all of you to com-
plete a very brief online survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BGZSNV.

You will need to type this link into your web browser. Or email
me at clakin01@gmail.com and | will send you the link if you are
having any difficulty.

Doing this might even give you some eco ideas and a nudge
to try them.

CREATE A COMMUNITY EFFORT TO BECOME AN ECO-
DISTRICT

Second, | think that as a neighborhood we are called at this
time to look to our future, and to think boldly about what we
can do collectively to make Plaza Midwood a healthier place to
live, as well as to be even better world citizens and partners on
a path away from climate change.

To that end, | propose that we explore becoming what could
likely be Charlotte’s first EcoDistrict—or at least as close as we
can come given that we are not building a new neighborhood
from scratch.

SO... WHAT IS AN ECO-DISTRICT

Essentially, it's a neighborhood that aims to and puts in place
measures to reduce its carbon footprint and achieve social
equity through collaborative planning and development.

NEXT STEPS

As an early step, | have reached out to the City and County to
learn more about ecodistricts, and asked them to give us some
guidance and assistance should we want to pursue this. | will
report back in upcoming editions of The Spirit—as well as pro-
vide results of the survey.

My hope is that we can soon gather together a group of in-
terested folks and begin the journey. My great thanks to June
Blotnick for her assistance with this article and the survey.

o

WHY RIDE THE BUS?
“IT'S EASY, CHEAP, AND
QUICK.”

Reprinted by permission from the East Charlotte
Coalition of Neighborhoods Quarterly

N eil Mara strides down The Plaza toward Central Avenue like
a person comfortable traveling on foot. He heads toward
the bus stop, looking for the No. 9 bus to take us both uptown
to the transit center at Fourth and Brevard Streets. He's a fan of
CATS city buses and trains, and he walks the walk in more ways
than one.

“From this area the buses are hard to beat if you're heading up-
town,” he says. “With two bus lines (No. 9 and No. 17) and high
frequency, it's the best way to get to and from uptown and you
never worry about parking”’

His neighborhood—Plaza Midwood, offers good walkabil-
ity, bike-ability, and mass transit, but he favors this for all city
neighborhoods. When he lived in University City, he used CATS
as often as he could, parking at University Place and taking the
express bus to work uptown.

It helps that Neil grew up in Brooklyn NY, using subways and
buses throughout his childhood. Today he and his wife only have
one car—no need for more. And he will sometimes take buses to
other destinations such as South Park to a doctor’s office.

“Long term, the city needs better bus routes than the down-
town hub and spoke,” he says.“There should be multiple transit
centers throughout Charlotte serving cross-town routes with
amenities like benches and bathrooms. Also, bus stops need
lots of improvements, with benches and shelters, wider side-
walks, and attention to overgrown vegetation. We've built an
environment that breeds dependence on autos, but public
transit is really the best use of resources.”

The bus comes. Neil sits down in his seat. He's smiling and on
his way.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We are blessed here in Plaza Midwood to have several faith options nearby to us. The Spirit is pleased to bring you
calendar and event information for our neighborhood churches.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1900 The Plaza

+ Sunday Worship Service: 11 am, every week.

« Ash Wednesday Service: Wednesday, February 14, 7 pm.
« Maundy Thursday Service: Thursday, March 28, 7 pm.

» Good Friday Service: Friday, March 29, 7 pm.

+ Easter Egg Hunt: Sunday, March 31, 10 am.

- Easter Service: Sunday, March 31, 11 am.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program or
other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.htlcchar-
lotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue

« Sunday Worship Services: 11 am, every week.

« Community Day & Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 30,
11 am on the front lawn.

+ Easter Worship Service: Sunday, March 31, 11 am.

« Parents Day Out Preschool. Midwood Baptist is offer-
ing this ministry to provide a safe, nurturing place for
preschoolers to grow spiritually, physically, cognitively,
emotionally, and socially—focusing on developmental
and age-appropriate activities, while providing a spiritual
foundation. Registration forms are available on the church
website under the Children’s tab.
For further information, email Cheryl Baldwin at midwood-
preschool@gmail.com. References available on request.

PLAZA MIDWOOD
EASTER EGG HUNT

Fun For Kids... and their Parents

Aneighborhood favorite, the PMNA Easter Egg Hunt
returns to Midwood Park on Saturday, March 23.

Expect more than 1,500 eggs to be hidden! There will be
separate hunts for the smaller and bigger kids, coffee for
parents and caregivers... and more “eggciting” fun.

Be sure to check PMNA's monthly eNewsletter, PM's web-
site and social media for more details closer to the date.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.org or
call 704.376.8944.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community
2101 Belvedere Avenue

Sunday Worship Service: 11 am, every week.
« Vine S’‘more Love: Sunday, February 11,4 - 6 pm.
Ash Wednesday Service: Wednesday, February 14, noon.
« Lent Devotional Series: Through Easter
Eggstravaganza on the Lawn: Sunday, March 24, 12:30 pm.

- Easter at The Vine: Brunch,10 am. Easter Service, 11 am.
TheVine's doors, lawn and heart are always open to the commu-
nity and are grateful to call Plaza Midwood home. Please reach
out to Pastor Tosh at tjenkins@wnccumc.net with any needs.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at TheVine
Charlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348, ext. 202.

car@lina

development

HOLISTIC AND THOROUGH APPROACH
SINCE 2006

Infant Headshape, Physical,
Occupational, Speech and Feeding‘
Therapy, CST, Cranial bands.

Tummy Time and more classes.

A holistic and thorough approach.
Infants through the early years. ’

341 NORTH CASWELL ROAD, CH OTTE, NC, 28204
7300 CARMEL EXEC. PARK DRIVE, STE 1 CH OTTE, NC 28226
704-379-7773 o carolinakinde elopment.com
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WINTER FLING
GATSBY GALA

~ Party Like it's 1924 ~ LI

PR Ve

by Kristen Dyer & Andrea Wise
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heers, Old Sport! We are ex-

cited to announce the new
details of this year’s Winter Fling
Sponsored by Scott Hartis!

We're swapping Mardi Gras beads and masks for feathers and
pearls. Grab your best twenties inspired cocktail attire and get
ready for a roaring good time.

« Silent Auction - 50/50 Raffle « Nibbles & Sips
« Music to Dance the Night Away

Winter Fling at VanLandingham Estate
February 17 ~6to 10 pm

Check plazamidwood.org, PM eNewsletter and social media
for additional details and ticket availability. This limited ticket
event is sure to sell out quickly.

As a reminder, or if you're new to the neighborhood, Winter
Fling is an annual fundraiser event for the PMNA general fund.
In recent years, money raised from this event has helped sup-
port our neighborhood schools, charities and events, our sum-
mer movies in the park series, our community garden and dog
stations around the neighborhood.

15% off

Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

e

Pastries
Gifts
O, Free WiFi

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204
704.335.7288

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

_

PLAZA MIDWOOD
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

compiled by Anne McKinney

FOR ADULTS

Plaza Midwood Library Writing Group
January 13 at11am

« February 10at 11 am
March 9at 11 am

Stay tuned for Community Read Events — Coming in March
Theme: Food as a Connector

Signature Title: Buttermilk Graffiti by Edward Lee

« TeenTitle: Somewhere Between Bitter and Sweet by Laekan
Zea Kemp

+ Elementary Title: Measuring Up by Lily Lamotte
Picture Book Title: Thank You, Omu by Oge Mora

FOR KIDS AND TEENS— every week

Family Storytime, starts January 9

Tuesdays at 10:30 am
Wednesdays at 10:30 am

Lego Club - starts February 6
« EveryTuesday at 4 pm

HAVE A GREAT IDEA
FORTHE NEIGHBORHOOD?

f you have a great project or event to improve the neighbor-

hood, PMNA will consider funding it! Please email your proj-
ect idea, plan to make it happen, and funds request to info@
plazamidwood.org for consideration. Recently funded neigh-
borhood events were the Mardi Gras Parade and the holiday
luminaries on The Plaza.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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2022 CHAMBWOOD DR

KEN RIEL

BROKER | REALTOR® | DAD

COMPASS

“BEFORE

9

Ken's keen eye for what buyers want was invaluable. His process
was easy, presented a stylish finished product that attracted
multiple offers and sold my house over list price.

— SARAH DELIA, HOME SELLER

Maximize your home's value with Ken's Home Showcase Plan, which can
include renovating, painting, staging, and landscaping. You don't have to lift
a finger to sell your home faster, for a higher price. With Compass Concierge
it means zero upfront costs.

Considering selling this Spring? Reach out to Ken for your customized Home Showcase Plan.
917.301.9511 | KEN.RIEL@COMPASS.COM | KENRIEL.COM

Ken Riel is a real estate licensee aoffiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. If your home is listed with a broker this is not intended as a solicitation.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @






