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BIKE LANES ON
THE PLAZA?
by Renee Bradley
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CELEBRATING

T

he week after Maynia, from May 7 – 14, you’ll remember that the
lanes on The Plaza between Central and Belvedere Avenues were
“re-striped” temporarily and many orange cones were in place along
the outside lanes each way. You probably noticed cyclists and runners freely using those lanes during that week. If you haven’t yet
learned what the changes were for, here’s some information
that should help explain what’s been going on… and what
could be the future of transportation in Plaza Midwood – and
Charlotte.
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The Charlotte Department of Transportation (CDOT) implemented this separated bicycle lane trial. By converting the
outside travel lanes in both directions to one-way separated bicycle
lanes, one of the project’s goals was measuring the lane reduction’s
impact to the flow of traffic.
Separated or protected bike lanes are a relatively new concept in urban street design. The dedicated lane buffered from vehicle traffic with some type of physical barrier is intended to provide
a safe space for cyclists of all ages. The orange cones in place during the demonstration were
meant to represent the physical barrier so that people could get an idea of
how it feels; but there are many types and styles of barriers that could be
used in a permanent design.
Although the demonstration was focused on the bike lane alone, these
types of bike lanes are typically implemented as just one component
in an overall Complete Street design. A Complete
Street is intended to be more efficient and safer
for all users — including drivers, transit users, pedestrians, and bicyclists of all ages and abilities.
There is no singular design prescription for Complete Streets; each one is unique and responds
to its community context. Other elements that
could be considered on The Plaza include
crosswalks, pedestrian signals and refuge
islands, more welcoming bus stops,
longer or additional turning lanes,
and adjustments to signal timing.
This trial demonstration was the
first of its kind in the Queen City,
so we were very excited for Plaza
Midwood to be a part of it and hope
you got a chance to try it out! Part of
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Continued on page 6

EVENT
CALENDAR

Jul 27

Aug 1

Aug 26

Sep 4

Sep 23

Sep 30

PMNA QUARTERLY
MEETING

NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT
6-8 pm
THe Vine

MOVIE IN THE PARK
The Princess Bride
8 pm
Mdwood Park

YARD ART DAY
All Day
See pg. 10
for details

MIDWOOD
GIVES BACK:

MOVIE IN THE PARK
Ghostbusters
8 pm
Mdwood Park

6:30 pm – The Vine

All Day,
See pg. 11 for Details
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by Jeff Wheeler

Spirit Staff:

Y

Managing Editor:
Terri Arrowood

ou think it is hot outside? No surprise… because Plaza Midwood sure brought the heat
this spring at Midwood Maynia. If you made it to Maynia, I’m sure you agree. The festivities kicked off with world-record holder 94-year-old Harriette Thompson running in our
Midwood Miles 5k. Next came a Pet Palooza of a parade with neighborhood canines, felines,
rodents and reptiles.
The Home and Garden Tour presented eight of Midwood’s finest homes and gardens, along
with Plaza Presbyterian Church and guest speaker Tom Hanchett, everyone’s favorite historian.
The properties—staffed by volunteers and local business sponsors, welcomed both neighbors
and visitors. Several visiting tour-goers complimented our home tour as one of the best in the
city. Of course we already knew that.

The day continued in Midwood Park with bands, bounce houses, and beer courtesy of Legion Brewing. A rain shower tried to shut us down early, but the party just unplugged for an
acoustic show under the amphitheater. What a great day. Board members Randy Podosek,
Alison Rogers, and Renee Bradley deserve our thanks. It is no easy task to orchestrate all those
festivities and I truly appreciate the time they devoted to make Maynia such a great weekend.
In late May and June, PMNA hosted the first two of our four part ‘Movies in Midwood Park.’
The crowds and fun have exceeded expectations. Thanks to Workman’s Friend, Garage Door
Doctor, Common Market, and Edward Jones Financial for sponsoring our movies and making
it possible for PMNA to host these events free for all attendees. Please support our generous
sponsors and plan to join us on August 26 for “The Princess Bride” and September 30 for
“Ghostbusters.” We gather in Midwood Park at 8 pm – BYO picnic and lawn chair!
I’ve noticed many of you stopping to appreciate art in some unexpected places around our
hood. Many thanks to the Inside|Out Charlotte Program, the Bechtler Museum, the Harvey B.
Gantt Center and the Knight Foundation for selecting Plaza Midwood as an outdoor museum
and temporarily installing eleven high quality reproductions from their respective collections
in Plaza Midwood. If you haven’t made the rounds yet—there’s still time! Visit PlazaMidwood.
org for a map of all the installations and a suggested walk or bike route to check them out.
These installations will be up through the end of July—but fingers crossed, we will have another round popping up in the fall.
We’re clearly lucky to live in such a happening neighborhood. I say it all the time that there’s
nowhere else in Charlotte I’d rather live. PMNA encourages our residents to recognize our
good fortune and take the opportunity to give back in our greater Charlotte community
to those who may not be as fortunate as us. Join us for Midwood Gives Back on Saturday,
September 23; we’ll be collecting school supplies, non-perishable food, and pet supplies for
our local shelters. Read more about Midwood Gives Back on page 16 and look out for the
donation bag on your doorstep soon. In addition, PMNA has “adopted” The Plaza between
Parkwood and Independence. Once a quarter we’ll gather at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church for
a “street sweep.” Please join us at 9 am on September 2 to help us spruce up our namesake
thoroughfare.
I’m happy to report our membership numbers are up from last year and we thank all of you
who have paid the voluntary $25 PMNA membership for 2017. Your support empowers our
volunteer organization to host all these neighborhood activities—and I hope you see the
dividends of your investment. If you haven’t joined for 2017, I encourage you to visit www.
PlazaMidwood.org and join right now. PMNA’s purpose is to promote neighborhood events
that foster conversation and comradery which builds a community that engages with one
another. Thank you for being neighbors I’m delighted to live with and a community I’m
proud to live in.
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Spirit Deadlines:
The Spirit newsletter is published by
volunteers. To help them meet their
deadlines, please send your editorial
copy or your ad in advance of the deadline. Copy received after the deadline
date may be held for a future issue.
Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2017-18:
FALL ‘17 issue............ Sep. 5, 2017
WINTER ‘18 issue....... Dec. 1, 2017
SPRING ‘18 issue....... Mar. 5, 2018
SUMMER ‘17 issue..... Jun. 5, 2018

For more information on happenings in Plaza Midwood and the surrounding community, join
us for the PMNA Quarterly All-Neighbor Meeting at 6:30 pm on Thursday July 27 in the basement of The Vine Church (2101 Belvedere Avenue). I hope to see you there, or at a movie, or
at a Midwood Gives Back event soon!
Best, Jeff
plazamidwood.org
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PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) 2017 BOARD ROSTER:
Jeff Wheeler, President
1500 Mimosa Avenue
504-723-5533
jewheeler@gmail.com

Phillip Gussman,
Sponsorships & Advertising
2008 Winter Street
704-608-1323
phil@gussmanconsulting.com

Udo Robitsch, Community Garden,
Treebanding
2036 Tippah Ave
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

Gregg Hill
1920 Winter Street
704-576-8592
gregghill1920@gmail.com

Alison Rogers, Communication
1701 Club Road, # 2
917-589-7891
alisonrachel74@gmail.com

Robert Hancock, Treasurer
2320 Mecklenburg Avenue
704-293-8738
rdhancock@hotmail.com

Andrew Knoblich,
1500 Parkwood Ave
571-393-1926
ajknoblich@gmail.com

Karen Van Sickler, Membership
1525 Thomas Ave
828-980-8301
karen.vansickler@gmail.com

Andrew Kavulic, Secretary
2016 Winter Street
980-219-1357
akavulic@gmail.com

Krissy Oechslin
1609 Pecan Avenue
703-622-2669
krissyo@gmail.com

Rachel Weiner
1824 Nassau Blvd
201-400-5814
rachelmarie2220@yahoo.com

Renee Bradley, Home Tour
1722 Chestnut Avenue
704-975-3816
renee.a.bradley@
bankofamerica.com

Randy Podosek
Midwood Maynia,
2023 Wilhelmina Ave
704-607-8841
randy_podosek@yahoo.com

Adam Richman, Ex Officio
Neighborhood Watch
2530 Fort Street
704-376-3880
arichman@ipsolve.com

Larken Egleston,
1517 Landis Avenue
704-519-7128
LE46069@yahoo.com

Dave Rios
1715 Nassau Boulevard
828-773-4765
driostx@yahoo.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio
Newsletter Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

David Hale, Vice President
& Winter Fling Chair
1827 The Plaza
858-405-8280
davidmhale@gmail.com

Dave Holtzman, Ex Officio
Midwood Maynia
3101 Loma Lane
704-737-1510
daveholtzman1@yahoo.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!
Plaza Midwood is a neighborhood
with a long tradition of volunteerism
and public involvement. Our PMNA
board of directors is passionate
about continuing to make PM one
of the best communities in Charlotte. We can use YOUR participation. If you are interested, please
reach out to one of your current
board members or go to plazamidwood.org for more information.
SEE YOU AT THE NEXT

PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING

THURSDAY, JUL 27
6:30 PM @THE VINE

SUPPORT PMNA TODAY! Renew your membership
www.plazamidwood.org

for 2017, and consider making a tax-deductible donation.

PMNA is 100% member-supported! Your membership dues provide
essential funding for these vital neighborhood programs and events:

Neighborhood Watch • Quarterly Meetings • Midwood Maynia & Home Tour • Business District Support
• Installation of bike racks in the Business District • Land Use Committee • Fall Crawl • Discounted
Tree-Banding Supplies & Distribution • Assistance With Tree-Banding for Elderly Neighbors • Winter Fling •
Community Garden • Historic District Signage • The Spirit Neighborhood Magazine • E-newsletter (subscribe
at: http://www.plazamidwood.org/enews) • PMNA website: http://www.plazamidwood.org/enews • PlazaCentral Pedscape and Other Projects • Midwood Gives Back • Support to our neighborhood school, Shamrock Gardens Elementary

2017 PMNA MEMBERSHIP AND DONATION FORM
NAME: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME OF BUSINESS

(if applicable):

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: __________________________________________________________________ PHONE: ____________________________________
DUES: _________________________ ($25/Household, $5 for residents here 20 years or longer) DONATION: ________________________
Please return this form or make a donation online at: http://www.plazamidwood.org/node/652.
Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Dues and donations are tax deductible. Mail this form with your check
to: PMNA, P.O. Box 9394, Charlotte, NC 28299-9394

THANKS FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND PROMPT PAYMENT!
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

A

s usual, summertime in PM is both busy and laid back
at the same time. Might sound like an oxymoron, but
there’s lots going on… just a little slower and lazier, with
porch-sitting, dog-walking, kids playing and everyone generally enjoying the season in the hood.
Be sure and read all about things to do this summer. You’ll
also learn about several initiatives that your PMNA board
of directors is working on to enhance our living experience
here even more… things like dog waste stations coming to
several locations around the neighborhood, traffic projects
and the traditional Summer Party at Udo’s and Lisa’s in August. There’s also information about our next community
event, Midwood Gives Back, and another one, originated
by PM resident and artist Deborah Triplett, which has become a Charlotte treasure – Yard Art Day.

Some exciting news… two of Plaza Midwood’s residents are
running for local seats in the upcoming election, Larken
Egleston for District 1 City Council and Carol Sawyer for
CMS School Board, at large. Both of these candidates are
well-qualified and passionate about Charlotte, local government and representing us on these boards. And both have
extensive backgrounds that will serve them well in these
positions.
Larken is currently a PMNA board member and a graduate
of Leadership Charlotte, a board member of the Historic
Landmarks Commission, the Charlotte International Cabinet, many other leadership and advisory roles in the Charlotte community and in the NC Democratic Party. See more
about Larken’s candidacy at www.votelarken.com.
Carol has been involved in school issues for many years, advocating for equity and diversity as a CMS parent, and as a
member of the CMS Equity Committee, OneMECK, MecklenburgACTS and the League of Women Voters. To learn
more about her candidacy, check Carol’s website at www.
sawyerforschools.com.
Most importantly, please remember to vote this fall. See
page 9 for important dates on the voting calendar.
We must also note leadership changes at two of our beloved neighborhood churches, Holy Trinity and The Vine.
Pastor Mike Harris delivered his last sermon at The Vine on
June 18. He came to Kilgo nine years ago and has been a
leader in many neighborhood activities in addition to shepherding the church through its change to The Vine. While
we will all miss Pastor Mike and his family, we wish them
the best and Godspeed in their new endeavors.
Pastor Susan Hefner-Huen will succeed Rev. Harris. Her
first sermon will be July 16. Please take time to welcome
her to our Plaza Midwood family.

LIKE PMNA ON

FACEBOOK:

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PLAZAMIDWOOD

WALK-IN THEATER:
Movies in the Park!

Plaza Midwood’s first movie night of 2017 on May 27, featuring
"Ferris Beuller’s Day Off," drew a great crowd.

PM Neighbors… Please plan to join us for our next
Walk-In Theatre—Movies in Midwood Park.
Pack a picnic, bring a lawn chair or sleeping bag, and
come out to the amphitheater in Midwood Park for a FREE
8 pm showing of a classic flick on the big screen. All are
welcome!

• August 26: The Princess Bride
• September 30: Ghostbusters
Check the neighborhood website PlazaMidwood.org for
further details. We hope you will join us!

And we are lucky to welcome another pastor to the PM
family, Emily Kuhn Hartner, who became pastor of Holy
Trinity in April. Pastor Emily came from St. Mark’s Lutheran
in Dilworth. Take time to welcome her, husband Ian and
son Oliver to our hood.
As always, I welcome your input and story ideas. If you
would like to write an article for The Spirit, contact me at
tarrowood@hotmail.com with your ideas. I’m always interested in finding out how we can better serve you with this
publication.
Happy Summer!
Best, Terri

plazamidwood.org
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Bike Lanes, Continued

the reason CDOT selected The Plaza was
due to the overwhelming support from
residents for the Stroll & Roll initiative
(1,000+ signatures) which is advocating for more pedestrian and bicycling
friendly streets in Plaza Midwood. In
addition, The Plaza, with car volume
of less than 20,000 vehicles per day,
fits CDOT’s basic criteria to determine if a road diet is feasible.
As I write this, CDOT is working
on analyzing all the data they
gathered during the demonstration to see how it impacted vehicle
speeds and traffic flow, along with how
many cyclists used the lanes. Equally important, CDOT is
reviewing the community feedback received from over 600
responses to their online survey. We encourage all residents
to reach out to CDOT with your thoughts on the trial if you
haven’t already done so.
While we await preliminary results, we encourage you to
learn more about Complete Streets and the many transportation projects happening across the city. The City of
Charlotte adopted a Complete Streets policy in 2007, joining dozens of cities across the country, committing to use
this approach in all new or redesigned streets. Since then
many projects have been completed and new studies are
currently underway.
One study close to home that you may have heard about,
referred to as the “Parkwood Road Diet,” was completed
in March of this year. In June, the city approved CDOT’s
proposal for improvements along Parkwood and the up-

per portion of The Plaza. PMNA, as well as the
other surrounding neighborhood associations
of Villa Heights and Belmont, were involved in the multiple community feedback forums and walking tours leading
up to the proposal. All are in support of
the plan which includes a separated bike
lane on Parkwood from Hawthorne to
Belmont Avenue. A significant benefit of
the plan is that it will provide a safer
connection for pedestrians and bicyclists to both the Blue Line Parkwood
Station and the Cross Charlotte Trail.
The city also just approved three new
corridor studies along South Tryon and
South and West Boulevards. Additionally, a study known as
“Uptown Connects” is already well underway to assess the
possibility of a protected bike lane uptown which would
connect the Little Sugar Creek and Irwin Creek Greenways.
Just this year, Charlotte approved a major overhaul to the
Transportation Action Plan, adopted a Vision Zero policy
aimed at eliminating traffic deaths, and created new Bicycle and Pedestrian Plans to support the mission for a more
bikeable and walkable city.
I think it’s safe to say that the City of Charlotte is committed to rethinking how we design our streets and enhancing
the current infrastructure to meet the needs of our growing city. The bike lane demonstration was not just about
bikes, but is actually part of a much wider strategy to shape
Charlotte’s future by making alternative travel choices more
convenient, attractive, and safe so that people do not need
to rely solely on automobiles—ultimately reducing congestion and creating a healthier, happier community.
We hope you’ll join in on the conversation and help shape
the future of transportation in Plaza Midwood and across
the city.
Please visit CDOT’s website, www.charlottenc.gov/transportation, for more information on all of these studies, projects, and plans. Also be sure to follow the PMNA and Stroll
& Roll Facebook pages for the latest updates.

PMNA

STREET SWEEP
8-31-2017
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SPRUCE UP THE PLAZA!
SEP 2, 9 AM at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church

plazamidwood.org

MUSIC:

TheSpirit
SUMMER 2017

of PLAZA MIDWOOD

pm family-owned
general store
with locally made:
gifts
candles
jewelry
woodwork
leather
plants
pottery
2008 commonwealth avenue
704.877.7879
moxiemercantile.com
follow: @moxiemercantile
M-F 11-6
Sat 10-5
Sun 11-4

plazamidwood.org
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PLAZA MIDWOOD
COMMUNITY GARDEN
NEWS
by Christine Sheil

A Short List of Invasive Plants:
• English Ivy (Hedera helix) • Asian bittersweet
(Celastrus orbiculatus)
• Chinese Privet
(Ligustrum sinense)

• Chinese Wisteria
(Wisteria sinensis)

HAPPY SUMMER!
Let’s talk native plants and their benefit for gardeners
and the environment. Once established, native plants are
relatively worry-free. Native plants are in tune with our
weather and daylight patterns, so they won’t bloom too
early in the spring. This means you won’t have to worry
about damage done by a warm February followed by snow
in March. Because native plants are from our region, they
are also well-adapted to the hot and humid summers, and
require less watering and care than many non-native species. Additionally, native plants provide food and shelter for
a range of native birds, mammals, reptiles, fish, and insects.
Certain caterpillars, for instance, have a preferred plant to
munch on; many of us know of the relationship between
Monarchs and Milkweed. But did you know that the Zebra
Swallowtail caterpillar eats the leaves of the Pawpaw tree?
And finally, the use of native plants in the garden showcases
our region’s diversity and beauty. As a recent newcomer to
North Carolina, I am continually impressed by the diversity
of plants in our region!

• Honeysuckle
(Lonicera japonica and L.
fragrantissima)
• Mimosa (Albizia julibrissin)

For more information about native plants, visit
www.ncwildflower.org.
Happy Gardening!
Note: Some information from this article comes from materials
provided by the NC Native Plant Society.

GARDEN WORKDAYS: Join us in the community garden
in Midwood Park on the third Saturday of each month between 9 am and noon. The more volunteers we have, the
earlier we get done. Children and youth are welcome!
SUMMER PARTY: Be sure and put August 12 at 7:30 pm
on your calendar if you’d like to join the community garden
volunteers, their friends and neighbors for Udo’s and Lisa’s
traditional summer party. See page 17 for more details.
Pictured clockwise
from top: Some
young neighbors
enjoying the scavenger
hunt, and the 12th
annual Plant Swap in
the community garden
during Maynia Festival
on May 6, 2017.
Photos courtesy
Robie Collins

A Short List of Native Plants (Look for many of these in the
Community Garden!)
• Creeping Phlox
(Phlox stolonifera)
• Wild Columbine
(Aquilegia canadensis)
• Blueberry
(Vaccinium spp.)
• Bee Balm
(Monarda didyma)
• Coneflower
(Echinacea spp.)
• Black-eyed Susan
(Rudbeckia fulgida)

• Pawpaw (Asimina triloba)
• Eastern Redbud
(Cercis canadensis)
• Carolina rose
(Rosa carolina)
• Flame azalea (Rhododendron calendulaceum)
• Cinnamon fern
(Osmunda cinnamomea)
• Milkweed
(Asclepias tuberosa)

• Solomon’s seal
• American Beautyberry
(Polygonatum biflorum)
(Callicarpa americana)
While not everyone may be interested in creating a native
garden, it is important to point out that some plants grow
and spread too quickly in our climate. These invasive plants
can end up in wild areas and choke out native plants, creating a domino effect whereby the native ecosystem is disrupted, spelling trouble for native species. Below is list of
some of the more invasive species in our region. Many of us
have some of these in our yard, and can take steps to curb
their growth or remove them altogether.
8

DIG IT.

COMMUNITY GARDEN GATHERINGS
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 9AM – NOON
in MIDWOOD PARK. ALL AGES!
plazamidwood.org
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Still the Good
Old-Fashioned
Customer Service
You Expect —

Delivered With StYlE.
free Delivery! Take advantage of our free delivery to “your” neighborhood.
We’ll deliver your prescription right to your door, at no additional charge.
Order refills online! We know you’re busy, so we’ve made refilling your prescription
even more convenient. Order your refills anytime, 24/7, through our website at
www.pikespharmacy.com. We’ll give you $10.00 off for any prescription transferred
from another pharmacy to ours. Just call us with the rx number at your old pharmacy,
and we will take care of the rest.
Your copay is the same, so you save more. We accept all insurance plans and we
never keep you waiting in line like those big drugstores.
It’s so easy! Just give us a call and tell us you’re ready to make the change to
Pike’s. We’ll take care of the rest and we’ll take care of you… because we’re family.
HOurs:
9am - 7pm, Monday - friday
9am - 4pm on Saturday

Since 1919 • Jesse Pike & Jennifer Keller, Pharmacists
2133 Shamrock Dr., Charlotte

plazamidwood.org

704.563.2286

www.pikespharmacy.com
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VOTE
IMPORTANT
VOTING DATES FOR 2017
Your vote matters more than ever!
August 18

Deadline to register to vote or
update registration

August 24

Early voting starts for primary
election

September 12

Primary election

October 10

Second primary election (if needed)

November 7

General election

LIKE YOUR LIFE
DEPENDS ON IT
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Sixth Annual

YARD ART DAY: LABOR DAY, SEPTEMBER 4
by Deborah Triplett, YAD Guru, with input from Tom Petaccia

H

ello Plaza Midwood neighbors. It’s time to start planning
for Yard Art Day… or at least start thinking about what
unique, fantastic, innovative, and mostly—FUN art project
you might put together for our annual city-wide Labor Day
art installation. Every year, I get so excited to see all the pins
on the YAD map popping up. I know that my neighbors are
getting ready to let their inner kids out to play.
If you’re new to the neighborhood or to Yard Art Day—be
sure and read all about it on our website—www.yardartday.
org, our Facebook page—or join the group on Facebook.
If you wish to apply to participate, it’s easy to sign up on
the website.
In a nutshell… Yard Art Day is a grassroots art exhibition,
curated by the community for the community. YAD takes
place for 24 hours every Labor Day, technically from midnight to midnight, but definitely during daylight hours. All
you have to do is create something artistic in your front yard
so that it can easily be seen by pedestrians, bikers and from
cars. There’s plenty of inspiration on both our website and
Facebook page—and we’re on Pinterest and Instagram too.
So… sidewalk chalk art, a gathering of yard gnomes, poetry readings, a welded art sculpture, an arrangement of
old shoes, a tribute to discarded soda bottles, impromptu
dance recitals, fence murals… EXPRESS YOURSELF any way
you wish! All creative mediums and all levels of expertise are
both allowed and encouraged. Kids love doing this; make
it a family project. It’s a wonderful way to celebrate the last
three-day weekend of summer.

Who Can Participate?
• Individuals, families, neighbor groups: anyone who has
a front yard, balcony or other display area that can be
seen from the street.
• Businesses: the business CEO/owner must either create
art with their employees OR hire a local artist to create
the art.
• Gardens: art must be created by the gardener.
• Churches and Schools: work must be created by students, teachers, parishioners, clergy and/or other staff.

NEW this year
• We are planning to add Captains to our YAD team.
Captains would help promote Yard Art Day on a hyperlocal basis and offer a location (home or business) for
yardists to pick up signs closer to their locations. Visit
yardartday.org to sign up; include your location as well
as how best to contact you.

10

Yard Art Day Founder/Guru Deborah Triplett.

• We have a CafePress store! One of the best ways you
can help support YAD—and help offset some of the
costs—is by loading up on YAD swag! There are really
great t-shirts, sweatshirts, coffee mugs, onesies and
even dog sweaters; ideal for yourself or as a gift.

To recap:
• Visit www.yardartday.org for participation details and
to sign up. Then join the Facebook YAD group to share
your ideas, inspirations, pix, etc.
• Pick up a sign from Deborah’s house, or a Neighborhood Captain close to you, to put up in your yard at
least a week or two in advance. It’s great publicity! (But
remember, if you already have a sign, please re-use it!)
• Have your installation ready from M to M – or at least
during the daylight hours of September 4, 2017 –
that’s Labor Day.
• Get everyone involved… family, friends, neighbors,
students, teachers, staff members. This is definitely a
more-the-merrier kind of activity.
• Don’t forget to get out and view as many installations
as you can on Yard Art Day! There’s even a Yard Art Day
Bike Ride being organized by Pamela Murray. See page
12 in this issue for more information about that.
I’m thrilled that this late-night musing of mine that began
back in 2012 has grown into such a beloved and well-

plazamidwood.org
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#PLAZAMIDWOOD
by David Hale

D

id you know PM has an Instagram
account? If you didn’t, you need to
check us out.
You can find us at Instagram.com/plaza_
midwood—with oodles of fantastic pictures from around the neighborhood—
everything from beautiful gardens and
homes… to cool events and happenings… to people and places that anchor
our community.
But we also want to see YOUR best photos. Use the hashtag #PlazaMidwood and
post your pix.
We have such a beautiful, interesting,
unique neighborhood… and we want
everyone to see what makes it so great!

Yard Art Day 2017, continued.

anticipated tradition here in Charlotte, and beyond. My love
for outsider art prompted this unique idea of community,
where we would venture into areas of the city previously
unfamiliar to us, where we would cross boundaries—and
even eliminate them—through art. And because I’m a
gardener and a front yard culture kid… my inspiration for
Yard Art Day was born, and has become a reality that I love.
I look forward to seeing your YAD creation!

Yard Art Day on Social Media;
Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/YardArtDay/
Facebook Group: www.facebook.com/groups/yardartday/
Instagram: www.instagram.com/yardartday/
Twitter: twitter.com/yardartday
Pinterest: www.pinterest.com/debtrip/yard-art-day-laborday-every-year-everywhere/
Editor’s Note: Though Yard Art Day is Deborah’s brainchild, this event
wouldn’t happen each year without the contributions of Tom Petaccia.
Tom is the webmaster of the YAD website; he designed it, developed the
applications and keeps it current and humming along. Of course, Tom
has also had much creative input over the years. So, here’s a great big
shout out from all of us, and especially with love from Deborah, to Tom
for all his hard work bringing this delightful community event to fruition.

plazamidwood.org
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BIKING IN AND AROUND PLAZA MIDWOOD
by Pamela Murray

30 DAYS OF BIKING—OVER 80 PEOPLE
APRIL 1 – 30
We kicked off 30 Days of Biking on Friday,
March 31 with a registration party at The
Spoke Easy and followed that the next
day with our first ride, leaving from the
Common Market at 11 am. More than 80
cyclists pledged to ride every day in April. I loved hearing
your stories and riding with you! Already looking forward to
doing it again in 2018.

The Charlotte Spokes People hosted several Bike!Charlotte
events in May, including the annual Bikes On A Train
(B.O.A.T.) ride and the Sub 24 Hour Overnight (S24O) bike
and camping trip to Copperhead Island at McDowell Nature Preserve in Lake Wylie.
The National Bike Challenge began in May and runs
through September; the Charlotte Spokes People team is
participating again this year, using Strava to log miles and
track participation. Strava is a mobile phone app providing
stats and other data for runners and cyclists.

NOTES ON PAST EVENTS

SOME FUN FACTS

St. Louis hosted the I Am Traffic 2 Conference in October
last year. I had the pleasure of being a presenter there, sharing information about our social rides, the Bike Benefits
program and Cycling Savvy classes. I also had the honor of
riding with some of the big names in the bike world:

Amtrak has a roll-on service for bicycles. When you buy
a ticket, you can also reserve a spot for your bike—which
travels in the luggage car. I used this service, which is free
from Charlotte to Raleigh, when I when I traveled to Raleigh
recently. I simply rode my bike to the station, rolled it on
to the train and rolled it off when I got there. Both stations
were about a fifteen-minute ride from my destinations either way. It’s a really convenient feature for cyclists.

• John Allen, author of “Street Smarts,” the John S. Allen
Blog and also a contributor to Sheldon Brown’s website.
• Jim Baross, president of the California Bicycling Organization.
Stroll and Roll sponsored a Cycling Savvy class last November at International House. Cycling Savvy teaches bicycle traffic fundamentals, cooperation and communication
while riding as a vehicle in traffic. The program is designed
to enhance riders’ safety and riding experiences. Sessions
are scheduled monthly, and scholarships are available.

Here are some interesting stats for the Charlotte Spokes
People so far this year:

Also in November, 38 riders collected 1,490 pounds of food
and $104 in donations for Loaves and Fishes during the annual Charlotte Cranksgiving event.

PMTNR leaves from Common Market each Tuesday at 8 pm.

I was lucky to be asked to help with the Election Cycle ride
this past November. David Byrne of Talking Heads led the
ride from Common Market to International House!

• Total Bike Benefits Businesses: 183
• Cycling Savvy Scholarships: 14
• PMTNR total riders: 2,885+

COME RIDE WITH ME!
Sunday Slow Riders leave from Legion Brewing at 8 pm.
(Note: Summer hours changed from 2 pm to 8 pm. We’ll
go back to 2 when the weather cools down.)
Both rides are year round events and are rain or shine. Rides
are never cancelled.

YARD ART DAY RIDE
Let’s plan to ride to check out some of the yard art on Labor
Day. What a great way to see art and it’s such a fantastic
neighborhood event that has its roots here. If you have suggestions of must-see installations, let me know to put them
on the route.
Details about the time and starting place will be posted on
the calendar link on the Charlotte Spokes People website.
Remember, if you are riding for the first time in a while,
check your tires and pump them up before the ride. There
are bicycle floor pumps you can use at Gumbo and behind
the counter at Common Market. The pump on the maintenance stand is being looked after by the great guys at Spoke
Easy. Thank them for keeping it operational.
Photo courtesy Pamela Murray.
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IMPORTANT WEBSITES AND RESOURCES
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/PMTNR.
Charlotte Spokes People website:
http://cltspokespeople.org.
Cycling Savvy classes website:
https://register.cyclingsavvy.org/findaclass.
Bike Benefits website: http://bb2.bicyclebenefits.org.
Pamela Murray is bicycling enthusiast who lives in Plaza Midwood at 2415 Belvedere Avenue and writes a quarterly biking
column in The Spirit. Reach her at pjoe@carolina.rr.com, pamlikestobike@gmail.com or 704.372.0052.

JOIN THE

PMTNR

8PM TUESDAYS, FROM THE COMMON
MARKET. ALL AGES!

plazamidwood.org

13

TheSpirit
SUMMER 2017

of PLAZA MIDWOOD

PMNA BRINGING
DOG WASTE STATIONS
TO THE HOOD
by David Hale

I
w w w. K E R E N B O YA N . c o m

keren boyan
Your Midwood Expert

email: Kerengetsmail@gmail.com
phone: 704.904.0845

f you’re a dog owner in Plaza Midwood, odds are you’ve
spent plenty of time walking the neighborhood with a
leash in one hand and a bag of your dog’s business in the
other. Though it’s a necessary part of dog ownership, it’s
not particularly fun.
If you’re not a dog owner, you may have had the opposite
experience—finding that same business left in your yard —
either in its natural state, or in a bag someone dropped in
your driveway.
Well, PMNA is working to solve both problems by installing
dog waste stations throughout the neighborhood, making
Plaza Midwood a whole lot more convenient for our furry
friends and their owners, as well as for those of us who
love other peoples’ pets, but don’t have our own (and even
for the few who just don’t want or like four-legged family
members).
PMNA sent out a survey this spring asking for input about
this issue. More than 200 neighbors responded with their
thoughts. The project received overwhelming support, with
nearly eighty percent of respondents saying they’d love to
see dog stations along their walking routes.
So far, PMNA has lined up a dozen potential locations and
partnered with a number of local businesses for sponsorships. Our goal is to have at least eight stations in the
ground by this fall, with clean-up fully serviced by a waste
clean-up company—so there’s no fuss and no muss for
neighbors. PMNA’s Garden Group will also help spruce up
each station, so they are functional without sacrificing aesthetics.

Interested in hosting a station?
• The station would be installed on your property at no
cost to you.
• Full professional maintenance would be provided,
again, at no cost to you.

Interested in sponsoring a station?
• Do you own or manage a business that would like the
exposure from sponsoring a station?
• It’s a great way to help the community and make Plaza
Midwood the most dog-friendly community in Charlotte!
• If this sounds like you, contact us at info@plazamidwood.org.
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WHATEVER YOUR REASON. RUN CHARLOTTE.
11/11/2017
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15% off

Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays
Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204
704.335.7288

Espresso
Iced Drinks
Pastries
Gifts
Free WiFi

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

BACK

OOD
MIDW

GIVE
S

SUMMER 2017

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
by Randy Podosek

P

lease mark your calendars for Saturday, September 23,
the day to have your Midwood Gives Back donations
on your door step… ready and available for pick up.
Plaza Midwood is again embracing our immediate and
wider community this year by supporting causes and organizations that we believe are important, and through giving, allowing others to experience the passion and energy
that makes this neighborhood such a wonderful place to
live. The Plaza Midwood community has a long tradition
of generosity and we want to keep that tradition alive with
Midwood Gives Back 2017, our ninth year of this event that
began in 2009.
If you’re new to Plaza Midwood, you may not be familiar
with how MGB works. How can you participate? It’s easy!

DONATE
G O OD S
It’s never been easier to
help change a life.
Your Recycled Goods
Recycles Lives.
Consider donating
your automobile, boat
or motorcycle and
make a difference.

For Home Pick-Up:

www.SATRUCK.org
1-800-SA-TRUCK
satruck.org/donate/choose

Donating made easy
with our new mobile app
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Approximately two weeks before Midwood Gives Back, you
will find a paper bag on your doorstep which you can fill
with donations for the organizations listed below.

What to put in that bag?
• For Second Harvest Food Bank: canned goods and
non-perishable food items.
• For Shamrock Elementary and Eastway Middle
Schools: paper (especially needed) and other ageappropriate school supplies.
• For Humane Society of Charlotte: pet food and other
pet supplies.
If you feel passionate about all three options, feel free to mix
and match.
On the day of Midwood Gives Back, simply leave your bag
of items on your front porch or stoop, and a group of volunteers will come by to collect them. If you forget to put
your items out that day, contact us and we will come to
collect them.

VISIT

WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
FOR MORE NEWS
AND INFORMATION ABOUT
PLAZA MIDWOOD
plazamidwood.org
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HAPPENINGS AND SUCH COMING UP SOON IN THE HOOD
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT CELEBRATION—
AUGUST 1
Starting in 1984, US cities began celebrating NNO, which
has now become an event with millions of neighbors in
thousands of communities across the country participating
in this annual event designed to bring people and police
together in a positive way and build community/police
partnerships.

MAGGIE’S PET FOOD DRIVE
Time for the annual reminder that the next time you’re
heading to dish for lunch or dinner, you might want to
bring some dog or cat food for Maggie’s Pet Food Drive.
Owner Maggie Stubbs has been running this pet food donation drive just about since dish opened. She partners with
Second Harvest to distribute donations.

Adam Richman and the PMNWatch team are planning a
celebration in our hood.
• Tuesday, August 1 from 6 to 8 pm.
• Front lawn of The Vine… games and fun for all.
• Officer Benloss, along with neighborhood police and
fire will be there.
• Free Rita’s Italian Ice!

PM SUMMER PARTY—
SATURDAY AUGUST 12 – 7:30 PM
You’re invited to Lisa’s and Udo’s annual Summer Potluck
Party.

MOVIES IN THE PARK…
YOUR PM WALK-IN THEATER
Pack a picnic, tote a sleeping bag or lawn chair and walk on
over to Midwood Park at 8 pm on Saturday, August 26 for a
big screen outdoor showing of “The Princess Bride,”
The final summer movie will be “Ghostbusters” on September 30. Everyone’s invited and there’s no charge to attend.

PMNA STREET SWEEP
Put Saturday September 2 at 9 am on your calendar. Then
head over to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and join your
neighbors for a fun, invigorating morning of activity sprucing up The Plaza. As part of the Adopt-A-Street program,
PMNA will be hosting this street sweep of our “adopted”
namesake.

plazamidwood.org

Vinyl • Concrete • Asphalt • Brickwork • Gutters • Roof Repair • Fencing • Yard Contracts • Wallpaper

This little get-together, started several years ago to celebrate
the Community Garden, has grown into a neighborhood
celebration of the garden, great neighbors and summer. It’s
lots of fun and wonderful way to see old friends and make
new ones.

Remodeling • Painting • Handyman • Room Additions • Renovations

BBB
A+
Rating

Robert Heyward
Home Repair & Renovations

704/364-3591 Free Estimates

www.robertheyward.com

rhcllc1051@aol.com
30 years in Business • No Job Too Large or Too Small
I am the one person to talk to directly about all of your home and yard
needs, from room additions to handyman; from painting to plumbing &
electrical; from tree removal to regular yard care; from roof repairs to
brickwork; wood repairs to ceramic tile. Workers are fully insured.
We have Excellent References that can be contacted. These are just a few:
Gaby Shaw
Tom & Millie Cox
Susan Shackelford
& Melissa Miles
Leigh Cotter
Marilyne Morenz
& Myrna Hodges
Robert Dulin

2343 Vernon Drive
6503 Shannon Hills Road
1712 Tippah Avenue

704-562-2021
704-556-0604
704-371-4600

2114 Ferncliff Drive
1925 Tippah Avenue

704-497-0214
704-372-2848

Keller Williams Realty

704-661-3173

Plumbing & Electrical • Home Inspections • Ceramic Tile • Power Wash • Leaf Proof Gutter Systems

Udo will smoke the turkey and cook the Boston butt.
He might even make mojitos for the occasion. You bring
whatever side you like best, along with a bottle of your
favorite beverage. The festivities will begin around 7:30
at 2016 Tippah Avenue; rsvp at lisaspringer1@att.net or
704.372.8284.

Landscaping • All Types Cleaning • Carpentry • Tree Work • Roofing
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WRAP UP AND THANK YOUS
By Randy Podosek

W

hat a Day! I hope you and your family were able to
take advantage of all the activities that Midwood
Maynia offered; they certainly highlight why Plaza Midwood is such an amazing place to live.
The day got off to a great start with the Midwood Miles 5K
race. This year’s race had just over 80 runners participate—
including Harriette Thompson, who recently set the world
record for the oldest woman to complete a half marathon,
at the age of 94! Harriette also still holds the world record
for the oldest women to finish a full marathon when she
was 92. The community owes a big thank you to race director Chris Folk for his coordination and execution of Plaza
Midwood’s premier running event.
Immediately following the 5K, the day’s festivities continued with the Midwood Maynia Pet Parade organized by
Alison Rogers. This was a great opportunity for the four
legged members of our families to strut their stuff… starting with a blessing of the pets at The Vine Church, then a
march down Belvedere, along Winter and into Midwood
Park, led by our local firefighters from Engine Company 8.
Thank you to all the policepersons and firefighters for their
protection and participation in this year’s event. As the pet
parade wound down, the rest of the day’s events were just
getting warmed up!
Midwood Park became the epicenter of Maynia with a giant
inflatable slide and bounce house for the kids. Local vendors lined the sidewalks with their crafts and services. There
was delicious food from Roman’s Treats and Dogs, bbq from
Midwood Baptist Church and Italian ice from Rita’s. And
then the incredible line-up of local musicians, organized by
Garrett Ladue, rocked the amphitheater stage all afternoon.
The music kept the crowd energized and the park hopping
all day long. In addition to the music, vendors and food,
Legion Brewing provided some great beer selections.
Huge thanks go to Renee Bradley and her crew, Michelle
Lane, Erin Montgomery, and Rachel Weiner, for putting together a phenomenal slate of properties to tour and sponsors that enhanced each location, providing little treats
along the way. This year saw the highest attendance on
the Home Tour ever—we actually ran out of tickets, so we’ll
plan to print more next year!
There really was something for everyone to enjoy at
Maynia… running in the 5k, out and about along the Home
and Garden Tour… and settled in the park for an afternoon
of fun, food and music.
18

This was my first year working on Midwood Maynia. I
believe it was a great success and I cannot thank former
Maynia chairperson Dave Holtzman enough for his guidance and support planning the event. Major thanks also
goes to Phil Gussman for wrangling all of our vendors and
sponsors for the park festivities.
Finally, I want to thank all those who attended this year’s
event! Money raised is invested back into our community to
continue to fund events and social activities in addition to
neighborhood initiatives that are important to our residents
and the quality of life in Plaza Midwood

2017 MAYNIA SPONSORS
Many thanks to these organizations that fund Maynia and
support PMNA all year long. Please show your support by
patronizing these local businesses.

Platinum Sponsor:

Plaza Midwood
Neighborhood Association

Gold Sponsor

Ken Riel –
Nestlewood Realty

Silver Sponsors:

Charlotte Day Camp • Jersey Mike’s • Legion Brewing
• Metrographics

Home Tour Sponsors:

ALTER Architects • B-Cycle • Bistro La Bon • Catawba
Brewing Company • Fern • Midwood Smokehouse •
Moxie Mercantile • Resident Culture Brewing • Rita’s
Italian Ice • Slate Interiors • Two Scoops Creamery •
Workman’s Friend

OUR GENEROUS NEIGHBORS who opened their
homes, gardens and businesses:
Ben Collins & Scotty Vanhoozier • Elizabeth Epley Sheets
• Laura & Jim DeMay • Susan Evans & Greg Marshall •
Elvis Vrolyk • Mike Crisp & Jay Hreiz • Pastor Tom Tate
• Ali Anastasia & John Dietsche • Tom Burnett

GENERAL FESTIVAL RECOGNITION
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roman’s Treats and Dogs food truck
Midwood Baptist Church for awesome BBQ
Rita’s for Italian ice in the park
Legion Brewery for great beer
All our friends at CMPD and the officers who spent the
day with us
Charlotte Mecklenburg Parks & Recreation
The Community Garden Group for the Plant Swap &
Kids Scavenger Hunt
WCCB, Charlotte’s CW Wilson’s World & Fox 46 for
promoting the event
The PMNA Board of Directors – and all their hard work
to make Maynia happen
All the wonderful artisans, craftsmen and vendors who
participated

plazamidwood.org
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East Coast IPA

Fresh Picked
Tropical Flavor
Available
Year-Round at

CLT

NC

1906 Commonwealth Ave Charlotte, NC
legionbrewing.com 84 4 HOP LOv e

HOME TOUR SPECIAL RECOGNITION
• Brian Tressler for volunteer management of the
ticket location
• Dr. Tom Hanchett for giving his popular Plaza
Midwood history talk at Plaza Presbyterian Church
• B-Cycle for providing free bicycles and bike racks
• Harris Teeter for donating flowers
• Ben Collins and Scotty Vanhoozier for providing
the DineAirs airstream and hosting the filming of
Wilson’s World
• ALL the volunteers who checked tickets, watched over
the homes, and helped serve treats for home sponsors

MIDWOOD MILES 5K SPECIAL RECOGNITION
• Chris Folk for organizing the event this and every year
• All the volunteers who participate… set-up, registration, start and finish lines, water table and course
monitoring
• Charlotte Mecklenburg Parks & Rec staff & CMPD
Officers
• Special thanks to Tim Rhodes and Run For Your Life,
for race equipment and cones
• The runners who participated

PET PARADE SPECIAL RECOGNITION
• The Vine Church and Pastor Mike Harris for a place
to gather
• The Vine Dir. of Family Ministries Sarah Fisher for the
blessing of the pets
plazamidwood.org

• Betsey Hintzmann of Four Dogs Pet Supplies in NoDa
for all the love and treats for our furry friends
• Fire Station 8 for leading the parade, a big hit with the
kids of ALL ages
• Cara Caven for providing the tunes to step lively to
along the route
• All the neighbors and their fur babies who participated
in this fantastic event

MIDWOOD MUSIC IN THE PARK
It’s Snakes! • Amy Broome Band • Vicarious
• Mike Strauss Band

YOUR MAYNIA 2017 COMMITTEE
Randy Podosek: Maynia Chair
Phil Gussman: Sponsorships Chair
Renee Bradley: Home Tour Chair
Chris Folk: Midwood Miles Chair
Garrett Ladue: Maynia Music Chair
Alison Rogers: Pet Parade Chair
Melissa Schropp: Newsletter, Home Tour Ticket, Poster,
Program and Signage design & production, Maynia Logo
Terri Arrowood: Newsletter & Media Outreach
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301 North Caswell Road
(by Mercy and Presbyterian Hospitals)
Charlotte, NC 28204
704.375.8349 / Fax 704.342.1066
ss7533@earthlink.net
www.sirspeedy.com/midtown
8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday to Friday
Mention This Ad
SUMMER SPECIAL - 24 Cents Color Copies 8.5x11 per side
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NEIGHBORHOOD
SCHOOLS UPDATE
Shamrock Gardens Elementary

S

chool is out, and we have been celebrating a fantastic year
at Shamrock Gardens as well as preparing for next year. It is
an amazing privilege to watch our children grow through the
elementary years and see the impact that Shamrock teachers,
friends, and community have on their lives. Summer is always
a special time at Shamrock -- sending off our graduating fifth
graders and welcoming our rising kindergartners. In honor of
our graduates, I interviewed two of our Plaza Midwood rising
sixth graders, Mason Black and Clara Dunn, who have shared
some special memories of their time at Shamrock Gardens.
What is your favorite memory from your time at Shamrock Gardens Elementary?
Clara: My favorite memory at SGE was in third grade when two
classmates and I built a cardboard robot. We named her Stevie, and
she could sing and had her own TV show. This was my favorite memory because our class was all working together.
Mason: Some of my favorite memories include my first time on the
scooters in PE, making clay mugs in art class, and eating fresh carrots
from the garden during gardening class.
What was your favorite school project?
Clara: My favorite school project was our fifth grade Genius Hour
when we studied the government. I worked with two friends to make
an animal abuse presentation that showed how the government
tests products on animals and why that is wrong.
Mason: My favorite school projects were creating clay monsters in
Mr. Steele’s art class and playing golf in PE. I love to play golf, so I
had the chance to help teach others in my class.
How would you describe Shamrock Gardens to others?
Clara: I would describe Shamrock as open. Everyone is accepted no
matter what they are like, and everyone is eager to make friends. I
also like how we have a lot of outdoor spaces.
Mason: Shamrock is a place where it’s safe and easy to learn. Teachers make learning fun instead of boring, and teachers always treat
students with respect.

INSIDE/OUT ART
INSTALLATION LOCATIONS

P

laza Midwood was lucky to be chosen as one of
the Charlotte communities to receive a grouping of
reproductions from local museums placed around the
neighborhood for all to enjoy. Here are the locations
of the installation pieces. Take time to visit them and
soak up some free inspiration and culture.
International House

Plaza Presbyterian Church

Rita’s Italian Ice

Women’s Shelter /
Water Tower field

Workman’s Friend
Peculiar Rabbit
Legion Brewing

The Vine
Midwood Park – 2 pieces

CONGRATULATIONS to our graduating fifth graders and their
families, and happy summer to all!
Get Involved In Making Our Neighborhood Schools Outstanding Places to Learn
Are you interested in helping to grow our neighborhood schools?
We are looking for volunteers to help with our three neighborhood schools—Shamrock Gardens Elementary, Eastway Midddle,
and Garinger High.
Both student-interaction and non-student-interaction opportunities are available. Make a difference in our schools and for the
children who attend them. Please contact Gregg Hill for more
information at gregghill1920@gmail.com.

plazamidwood.org

MOVIE NIGHT
in MIDWOOD PARK!
AUG 26: The Princess Bride
SEP 30: Ghostbusters
8 PM FREE
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PLAZA MIDWOOD YARD OF THE MONTH
Presenting our April, May and June 2017 Winners
by Udo Robitch

APRIL 2017 — 2330 CLUB ROAD
Theresa Nardi has been working for quite a few years to
undo the landscape she inherited when she bought her
home. The yard was a blank slate of dying fescue grass and
overgrown river birch and cryptomeria, with a baked red
clay slope in back. But over time, many projects and upgrades have turned this once barren area into a showplace,
incorporating multi-level decks, water features and a dry
creek bed designed for artistic appeal in addition to allowing for runoff. Japanese maples provide the focus for this
area, while the main yard is sown with drought-tolerant
grasses and other plantings that add seasonal color; even
an azalea garden pays tribute to our Carolina location.

MAY 2017 — 1805 TIPPAH AVENUE
New homeowners Daron & Cassandra Gaon said they
are incredibly touched to have been awarded Yard of the
Month for May. The young couple are novice gardeners,
but have found themselves lost in this new passion. After
being abandoned for nearly two years, the house and yard
were in sorry shape before Daron and Cass rescued them—
turning the once dusty, muddy dirt pit into a lush front
lawn with both rye grass and fescue, and dappled with
color and blazing floral variety with plantings of annuals
and ferns, even a baby Orangeola Japanese Maple – the
stunning focal point on the north side. They look forward
to watching it grow over the coming years.

JUNE 2017 — 1800 THE PLAZA
Michelle and Brandon Lane love their large corner lot bordered by a beautiful stone wall and featuring a gazebo out
back. When they first moved in back in 2012, much of the
property was overgrown with unhealthy bushes, which
they set about cleaning up and replacing with new boxwoods and hydrangea, Michelle’s favorite flower, all chosen
to bloom at various times of the year. Michelle also placed
bright ceramic pots filled with herbs and flowers all around
the property. The yard has definitely been a labor of love,
especially the grass that has taken years of reseeding to
thrive, but has eventually become a lush green lawn.
Congratulations and thanks to all of these homeowners
who have worked diligently to help make Plaza Midwood
the lovely, colorful and welcoming neighborhood we are!
We select a winner by the 10th of each month, so please nominate your neighbors who spend time in the yard creating beautiful and
creative landscapes for everyone to enjoy. Email us at YardOfTheMonth@PlazaMidwood.org and help us recognize those who make
Plaza Midwood so special!
plazamidwood.org
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We are lucky here in Plaza Midwood to have a wealth of faith options from which choose. Our churches are active and
involved in our neighborhood. We are pleased to provide calendar and event information from our faith community.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1900 The Plaza
Holy Trinity welcomes Pastor Emily Hartner
In April, Pastor Emily Kuhn Hartner became pastor of Holy
Trinity, coming from St. Mark’s Lutheran in Charlotte. Pastor Emily has a Master of Divinity from Yale and a Master
of Sacred Theology in Lutheran Studies from The Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. She is active in Charlotte’s Urban Ministry Center and Room in the Inn and was
instrumental in the creation of St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen.
Please welcome Pastor Emily, her husband Ian and their son
Oliver to our Plaza Midwood family.

• Back to School Homemade Ice Cream Fellowship:
Sunday, August 20. 6 pm.
• Parents’ Day Out Ministry for Plaza Midwood: Now
accepting new applications for 2017/18 school year.
Midwood Baptist is offering this ministry to support
families in the community by providing a safe, nurturing place for preschoolers to grow spiritually, physically,
cognitively, emotionally, and socially—focusing on
developmental and age-appropriate activities, while
providing a spiritual foundation.
Schedule is Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9 am till 1
pm for ages 6 months through Pre-K. You may choose
three days, or any combination of days to attend.

• Weekly Calendar:

Contact Kitty Greene to schedule an appointment to
meet with staff and tour the facilities.

• Sunday Worship Service: 11 am. Every week.
• Sunday School, Adult and Children’s Classes: 9:30
am. Every Sunday.
• Young at Heart Lunch: Every Thursday: Noon. Homecooked meal for only $3.00. All ages welcome.
For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program
or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.
htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
• Weekly Calendar:

For any other information, email Kitty Greene –
kittygreene@windstream.net or Cheryl Baldwin –
Bearsden@gmail.com, visit the church website or call
the church office.
For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.
org or call 704.376.8944.

PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2304 The Plaza
• Weekly Calendar:
• Summer Sunday School: 9:45 am. Come enjoy “Coffee With Jesus,” discussing “The Questions of Jesus”
as recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

• Sunday School: 9:45 am. For all ages.
• Sunday Worship Services: 10:45 am.
• City Kids Church: 10:45 am.

• Worship: 11 am. 45 Minute Worship in the Sanctuary.
Come dressy or casual. Enjoy an exceptional choir and
music program.

• Wednesday Night Family Supper: 5:30 pm. Please call
Monday to reserve a spot.
• Wednesday Night Adult Worship: 6:30 pm.
• Wednesday Night City Kids Mission Mania: 6:30 pm.

• Exercise Programs: Highly qualified instructors. No
registration necessary and no fees. Contributions are
gratefully accepted.

• Wednesday Night Youth Worship: 6:30 pm.

• Yoga: Mondays, 6 pm.

• Summer Sunday Worship: 11 am. Pastor Garry will
lead the congregation “walking through Paul’s letter
to the Philippians.” Each Sunday will provide traveling instructions on this “Amazing Race with Grace.”

• Sit and Be Fit: Tuesdays, 12:30 pm. Exercise for those
of us not as mobile as we used to be.

• “Operation Artic” Vacation Bible School:
July 16 – 19. Ages 3 through Youth.
Kick Off: Sunday, July 16: 6 – 8 pm,
runs Monday – Wednesday, July 17 – 19. 9 am – Noon.
Family Night: Wednesday, July 19. 5:30 – 8 pm. Dinner
included.
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• Pilates: Tuesdays, 6:00 pm.
•

A Night at The Plaza: Fridays, 6:30 pm. A time for fellowship, fun and food—for all ages. First Friday moves
around the building, depending on what’s going on
that night. You may have to hunt for the location,
but are always welcome. Weather permitting, meet
outdoors. No reservations needed, though a call to
704.376.8594 would be appreciated.

plazamidwood.org
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• August 4: Ice Cream Social –
“Beating the Heat with Sundaes”
• September 1: Cook Out – “Winding Down Summer”
For information on any Plaza Presbyterian event or program,
visit the church website at www.plazapresbyterian.org or
call the church office, 704.376.8594; or email plazapres@
gmail.com. Pastor Tate’s email address is tom8tate@gmail.
com; his phone number is 704.502.3093.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community
2101 Belvedere Avenue
The Vine says goodbye to Pastor Mike and
welcomes Pastor Susan Hefner-Huen
The Vine is undergoing some significant changes in leadership. Pastor Mike Harris delivered his last sermon on June 18.
Pastor Mike has been instrumental over the past nine years
in leading what was Kilgo Church into a central role in Plaza
Midwood life and ushering in a new generation of worship
with the change to The Vine. He leaves a lasting legacy both
at the church in the neighborhood. Many thanks go to him
and his family as they move on to new experiences.

plazamidwood.org
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Pastor Susan Hefner-Huen will succeed Rev. Harris. Her
first sermon will be July 16. Please take time to welcome her
to our Plaza Midwood family.
• Weekly Calendar:
• Adult Sunday School: 9:30 am.
• Sunday Worship Service: 11 am.
• Public Displays of Affection: Join The Vine in random
acts of kindness serving others in the community—focusing on the community immediately around Plaza
Midwood. Check the website for opportunities to show
love, just because.
• CardioFunk: Monday nights at 7 pm in the Fellowship
Hall, 2101 Belvedere. Great for all ages and abilities.
Only $2 per person each night. Childcare is available
with advance notice.
For more information on The Vine, visit the website at
TheVineCharlotte.com, visit The Vine Facebook page or call
the church at 704.334.7348, ext. 201.
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PLAZA MIDWOOD LIBRARY SPRING HAPPENINGS
Submitted by Mary Kyle, Teen Specialist

All Plaza Midwood summer programs are listed on the library calendar at http://ow.ly/9p6930crrDj.

Y

our library is gearing up for Summer Break!! If you
haven’t already done so, sign up online at summerbreak.cmlibrary.org and log activities and reading time this
summer to earn fine waivers (for overdue books) and enter the drawings for tickets to events and area attractions
this summer. Last year people won Knights game tickets,
Carowinds tickets and vouchers for other exciting places
and activities.

other teens and have fun. Activities will range from Wii U
and anime movies to STEM programs, exploring culinary
arts, computer coding, and other activities.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Come and enjoy stories, songs and movement activities
that support literacy skill development and help foster a
love of books and reading for your family. International
House is located a block from the library at 1817 Central
Avenue.

Couch to 5K:
Mondays and Wednesdays at 8 am.

Teen Ventures Series: 4th Saturdays at 2 pm.

CHILDRENS PROGRAMS
Family Storytime at International House:
Mondays at 3:30 pm.

The run/walk program starting June 26 will continue for 8
weeks. This series will meet twice a week at the library and
participants will be encourage to run or walk once a week
on their own or in self-made groups.

Family Storytime at the Library:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10 am.

The Book Club Crawl:
4th Monday of each month at 6:30 pm.

Children and caregivers will enjoy stories, songs, and movement activities that support early literacy skills.

The group will explore local venues and discuss great
books… keeping the conversation light, fun and humorous
in a social atmosphere.

Hora de Cuentos en Español ~ Spanish Storytime:
Thursdays at 3 pm.

1 on 1 Tech Tutor:
Mondays at 2 pm and Wednesdays at 4 pm.
Sign up for a 60-minute individual session with a volunteer
or staff member to get help with specific computer or ebook questions. Call 704-416-6200, to make an appointment.
20s-30s Book Club:
4th Saturday of each month at 10:30 am.
Are you in your twenties or thirties and have been looking for a book club to join? Join this group on a cultural
tour around the world as they read books by international
authors.
Race, Power, and Democracy:
3rd Saturday of the month beginning in July.
Come for a series of powerful films that will be followed by
engaging discussions in partnership with Democracy NC
on the topics relating to Race, Power, and Democracy.

Children and caregivers will enjoy stories, songs, and movement activities that support early literacy skills in Spanish.
All ages are welcome.
Family Storytime at Midwood Park: Thursdays at 10 am.
Children and caregivers will enjoy stories, songs, and movement activities that support early literacy skills. All ages are
welcome.
Summer Break ~ Story Breakers: Tuesdays at 2 pm.
Explore books and stories in creative ways through interactive activities including math, science, games, and more!

Tutoring for Elementary Children
Area teens are available to help your elementary-aged child
stay prepared for school next year. They offer tutoring in
math, writing, and spelling. Your child will work with the
same tutor all summer.

Reading Buddies

Teen Summer Break — Learn, Connect, Play:
Wednesdays through August 17.

Area teens will work with your elementary-aged child to
help them improve reading skills and comprehension over
the summer. Your child will work with the same Reading
Buddy all summer.

Develop literacy and critical thinking skills through books,
games, and hands-on activities. Each week will provide
something different along with a chance to connect with

Your Plaza Midwood Library is located at 1623 Central Avenue.
To contact them, call 704.416.6200 or visit www.cmlibrary.org.

TEEN PROGRAMS
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CHARLOTTE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION UPDATE
Summer 2017

by Kristina Harpst

Policy & Design Guidelines Spotlight: Do’s and Don’ts
Historic resources belong to the entire community as part
of our collective heritage. As property owners and residents
within one of Charlotte’s designated local historic districts,
you are stewards of an important part of Charlotte’s visual
and associative history. Given the Historic District Commission’s (HDC) responsibility to identify and protect the
overall character of Charlotte’s historic neighborhoods, the
HDC adopted brand new Policy & Design Guidelines in
April 2017. The new Guidelines provide greater detail and
illustrations to better assist property owners when making
changes to their properties in the districts. To further aid
property owners, the Introduction section of Guidelines includes a list of “District Do’s and Don’ts” intended to help
property owners in project planning and to avoid costly
mistakes. The following list is not exhaustive but provides
a snapshot of key “Do’s and Don’ts” in Charlotte’s local
historic districts:
DO: Contact staff before ordering windows, or removing
original windows if the original windows are beyond repair.
DO: Make repairs to original windows rather than replace
them.
DO: Design building additions that are compatible with
the design of the structure and complementary to the
streetscape.
DO: Use appropriate designs for the building type. Example
– A simple front porch design is compatible with a small
cottage style house.
DO: Repair and maintain your historic building.

Do NOT: Use materials that are incompatible with the building. Example – Cedar shake siding is not compatible with a
Georgian style building.
Do NOT: Remove large trees without approval.
Do NOT: Install stockade privacy fences or chain link fences.
Do NOT: Use interlocking concrete block or railroad ties for
retaining walls or landscaping projects.
Do NOT: Add developed parking area in the front of the
building.
Lastly, and most importantly, Do Not hesitate to contact
staff whenever you have questions! The best part of our day
is talking with property owners about potential projects.
Staff routinely provides information about past approved
projects and successful outcomes, and encourages property
owners to contact us early in the project planning process.
For more details about these “Do’s and Don’ts” and other
project planning considerations, please refer to the Policy &
Design Guidelines and the additional supplementary materials located on the HDC website. Please call or email staff;
we are here to help!
• John Howard: jghoward@charlottenc.gov or
704.336.5994.
• Kristi Harpst: kharpst@charlottenc.gov or
704.336.4697.
• Wanda Birmingham: wbirmingham@charlottenc.gov
or 704.336.2302
• Linda Keich: lkeich@charlottenc.gov or 704-353-1133.

Do NOT: Paint previously unpainted masonry surfaces.

PLAZA MIDWOOD “ADOPTS” THE PLAZA
by David Hale

N

eighbors from throughout Plaza Midwood donned bright yellow vests and walked The Plaza with oversized garbage bags on June 3. This was the inaugural clean-up effort after PMNA officially “adopted” the street.

Fifteen neighbors turned out—including a dog, a baby and another baby-to-be—to help spruce up the neighborhood.
The effort resulted in eleven huge bags of trash collected along The Plaza from Independence Boulevard all the way
to Parkwood Avenue. Along the 1.1-mile route, neighbors collected an assortment of interesting items—from a “Team
Bride” bandana to sweatshirts and ball caps—and LOTS of Bojangle’s wrappers.
The event was sponsored by Nova’s Bakery, who donated some delicious treats for volunteers.
The new Adopt-a-Street signs are now up along The Plaza, and PMNA will be organizing clean-ups quarterly moving
forward. The next clean-up event is planned for September.
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PLAZA MIDWOOD
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 9394
CHARLOTTE, NC 28299-9394

This newsletter reaches approximately 2,000 middle-class
families who prefer to shop and dine in the Central District.
is published each January, April, July and
October. Advertising deadlines are listed on page 3.

The Spirit

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.

ADVERTISING RATES

TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by July 12, 2017.
Full Page (Vertical only: 7"w x 8.75"h)........................$400.00
Full Page – Premium Placement...............................$450.00
Half Page (Horizontal: 7”w x 4.375”h
OR Vertical: 3.375”w x 8.75”h)...................................$225.00
Half Page – Premium Placement..............................$250.00
Quarter Page (Vertical only: 3.375”w x 4.375”h)............$140.00
Business Card (Horizontal only: 3.375”w x 1.85”h)..........$85.00
10% discount for annual contract (4 issues),
standard or premium.

Traditional Companion Animal Medicine and Surgery, Chiropractic, Surgical and Therapeutic Laser,
Digital and Dental Radiography, In House Ultrasound, and Nutritional supplementation.
Clayton Watkins, DVM

•

Shebel Hariharan, DVM

•

Natalie Hauser, DVM
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