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community life for just about thirty years now, it's hard for many of us to realize it hasn’t always been
this way—or that not everyone wanted it. In this our third issue of The Spirit devoted to PMNA's 50th
anniversary, we want to share the story of how it came into existence.
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It's a sometimes convoluted, but very interesting, story. | know a little of the history from a personal
standpoint, as | was the second Plaza Midwood designated appointee to the Historic District Commis-
sion. But | wasn’t involved in the designation work —and as | have done more research to bring this story
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« Instagram.com/
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to you, | have learned so much more about the lengthy process to official historic status.

This is a timely subject.

In today’s developer-heavy environment, infill con-
struction in Charlotte’s historic neighborhoods,
with or without zoning protection, is changing
them drastically.

This has been in the news a lot lately. Several close-
by neighborhoods, including Elizabeth and NoDa,
that didn't seek historic designation years ago are
now hoping to do so to stave off further change
and salvage what's left.

Thankfully, Charlotte’s historic districts that have
been in existence for decades have been success-
ful in keeping development from breaking up en-
tire blocks—saving the integrity of the area, the
streetscape, the texture and personality of place.

Let’s face it. Zoning issues are often polarizing.

» Suchjourneys are rarely straight-lined—or easy...
» and this one wasn't either.

So how did we get here?

® In 1985, the national Neighborhood Housing

®  Services (You might remember them from the
°

article Lisa Swayne Proud wrote about the incep-
tion of the PMNA.) pulled out of PM, moving to help
the Wilmore neighborhood. At that point, with help

from the NHS over the previ-
ous five years, property tax
values in PM had increased
40% more than the city aver-
age!

But without the low-interest
rehabilitation loan program
to revitalize the area, neigh-
borhood leaders realized a
new strategy was needed
to continue to stabilize the
homes and environment. So
in 1987, the Plaza Central
Special Project Plan was is-
sued. One of the plan proposals was to focus on the
visual image of the area, “to establish an architec-
tural design theme for the entire district.”

Both Fourth Ward and Dilworth had received his-
toric district designations as this emerging zoning
overlay was being used by communities to protect
the homes and businesses from substantial change
or demolition and to preserve their integrity.

The Historic District signs,
designed by PM resident
Melissa Schropp, were
installed in the late 1990s
and the same design was
later adapted to become
PMNA's logo..

Conversations had been brewing for a while
and neighborhood leaders thought Plaza Mid-
wood might qualify for historic protection.

continues on pg. 6
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DENTISTRY

704.837.8480 -—— pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

=0 =0
Now Offering Extended Morning
Implant Placement and Evening Hours
In-Office Now Available

==

Conveniently Located,
Across Central Ave.

from Harris Teeter

Learn about the extra precautions :
Michael C. Farmer, we are taking to protect you during J. Everett Case IL,
DMD, FICD, PA COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com DMD

| speak cat!

Heavy Petting
Pet Sitting Service

heavypettingpetsitting@gmail.com
704-651-9098
heavypetting.net

n Serving Plaza-Midwood since 1995 '

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

by Jim Truchon

alfway through my term as president of the
PMNA—and it has been a blast.

Since my last letter, we have held Plaza Mid-
wood’s longest running signature events—the
Home & Garden Tour and Midwood Maynia.

The first year of separating the two events seems
to have been a success. We SOLD OUT home tour
tickets for the first time and Maynia had more at-
tendance than ever.

Though there was initially skepticism about this
change, | heard from so many people that liked
the split because they were able to attend both
events —which had been difficult for many when
they were held the same day. Thank you to all the
sponsors that make these events possible.

ol

PMNA President Jim Truchon and his wife Tracy.

We kicked off Movies in the Park again thanks to board member Chad Gambrell. Even
though there was a little rain, a good crowd showed up to watch Dazed and Confused
in May; and on June 10, a crowd favorite, Raiders of the Lost Ark, was screened. We have
more movie events planned for the summer and throughout the year. See page 23 for
the complete line-up. And as always, you can check the PM website event calendar for
titles and times.

Normally, we don’t hold events during the summer other than movie nights. But since it
is our 50th anniversary, we will be hosting a party to celebrate PMNA'’s 50 years. PMNA
members receive a discounted price, so if you are not a member yet, sign up now.

Put August 5 on your calendar for the best summer party in Plaza Midwood. The event
is being organized by Lisa Swayne Proud—so you know it will be epic. Look on page 18
for the details.

Until next time,

Jim

PIMINA QUARTERLY MEETING

Wednesday, July 26 at The VanLandingham Estate
6:30 — 7 pm: Pre-meeting Mixer « 7 -8 pm: Meeting

Join the PMNA board members and your neighbors for the third quarterly meeting of
2023.

Get there early to socialize and stay to hear from and engage with community leaders
around topics of importance to Plaza Midwood.

The meeting will include updates from PMNA as well as updates on the social district
effort, neighborhood schools, land use and more.

Speakers will include CMS School Board Vice Chair Stephanie Sneed and a representative
from the Plaza Midwood Merchants Association.

See you there!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Managing Editor:
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager:
Andrea Wise

Graphic Designer:
Melissa Schropp

Contributors:
Mandy Bean
Renee Bradley
Mark Blythe
Kristin Butz
Marilyn Drath
Chad Gambrell
Kristi Harpst
Pastor Tosh Jenkins
Garrett Ladue
Lindsay McCleary
Lauren Mullins
Bernie Pettit

Lisa Swayne Proud
Udo Robitsch
Christine Shiel

Jim Truchon

Tanya Wilson
Andrea Wise

Ron Wolfe

Advertising inquiries

should be directed to

Andrea Wise at
dreabenavides@gmail.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries:
Terri Arrowood at
tarrowood@hotmail.com
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The Spirit newsletter is published by
volunteers. To help them meet their
deadlines, please send your editorial
copy or your ad in advance of the deadline.
Copy received after the deadline
date may be held for a future issue.
Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2023/24:
FALL 23 iSSU€...ueeumuvvvvrrrennns Sep.5,2023
WINTER 24 issue.. Dec.5,2023
SPRING 24 issue... Mar. 5, 2024
SUMMER ‘24 issue............ Jun. 5,2024
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PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Jim Truchon, President

Winter Fling & Web Administration
Georgia Avenue

704-995-4124

jimtr@live.com

Bernie Petit, Vice President
Social Media & eNewsletter
Attaberry Drive
704-813-5315
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Adam Lane, Treasurer
& Community Garden
Masonic Drive
704-402-0400
lane.benton@gmail.com

Wes Turner, Secretary
The Plaza
336-830-2105
weskturner@gmail.com

Mandy Bean, Schools
Masonic Drive
704-302-6702
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mark Blythe, Home Tour &
Midwood Gives Back

The Plaza

704-807-5288
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Renee Dial, Marathon Party
The Plaza

704-582-3823
rdial79@gmail.com

Kristen Dyer, Social Media &
Web Administration

Ashland Avenue
704-654-7555
k10dyer@gmail.com

Joshua Fisher, Transportation
Logie Avenue

704-591-1751
jfisher@cmpd.org

Rusty Gibbs

Virginia Avenue

704-345-8209
rusty@thenicholscompany.com

Chad Gambrell, Midwood Park &
Movies in the Park

Belle Terre Avenue

336-269-1380
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Joey Guy, Immediate Past President
& Dog Stations

Winter Street

336-963-2656
joeyguy21@gmail.com

2023 BOARD ROSTER:

Lindsay McCleary, Home Tour
Tippah Avenue

724-456-9638
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile

& Adopt A Street/Trashy Tuesdays
The Plaza

704-607-2049
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Lisa Swayne Proud, Membership
& The Spirit

Georgia Avenue

704-941-9519
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance
Ashland Avenue

706-338-8558
kgsweat@gmail.com

Tanya Wilson, Land Use &
Midwood Maynia

Club Road

704-957-0610
tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Andrea Wise, The Spirit Ad Sales
Cramer Pond Drive
980-939-5487
dreabenavides@gmail.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio,
The Spirit Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio,
Yard of the Month

Tippah Avenue
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!

Our PMNA board of directors is passionate
about keeping PM one of the best
communities in Charlotte. We can use YOUR
participation! If you are interested, please
reach out to one of your current board
members or go to plazamidwood.org for
more information.

cbey oty

Broker | Realtor® & Top Producer
Licensed in NC & SC
704.650.1193
brinley@hmproperties.com
hmproperties.com

As a resident of Plaza Midwood, | have been honored
to witness the evolution the Queen City and its real
estate market. | am passionate about sharing that
knowledge with my clients and providing the highest
level of service. I'm here to help when you are ready to
make a move!

corcorarn

HM PROPERTIES

©2023 Corcoran Group LLC. All rights reserved. Corcoran® and the Corcoran Logo
are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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EDITOR’S NOTES

from Terri Arrowood

‘m amazed at all the Plaza Midwood history we've uncov-
ered this year as we celebrate PMNA's fiftieth anniversary.

Lisa Swayne Proud deserves the lion’s share of the credit
for bringing us stories in previous issues of The Spirit about
PMNA's inception and how our favorite events came about.

And | have learned so much more about our historic dis-
trict than | ever imagined. As a former HDC commissioner, |
thought I knew a lot, but my knowledge only scratched the
surface.

Huge thanks go to Marilyn Drath of the HDC staff for cor-
ralling pages of research documents for our cover story.
Her work was invaluable. | couldn’t have written this
without her help—and that of Ron Wolfe, one of PM’s key
volunteers who worked on the original historic district ap-
plication process.

Their input also helped fill in some of the blanks for our PM
Recognizes Past PMNA Presidents article too. It's remarkable
to me that we have had an organized neighborhood asso-
ciation that has been intact and very active for these entire
fifty years! That's quite a feat—and this wouldn't be possible
without dedicated volunteers in the role of president. Kudos
to each and every one!

We still have some holes in our presidents list. If you were or
know someone who served in this role, please let me know
so we can update the roster.

There are some really great reads in this issue—Andrea Wise
recounts her fabulous dress up party and photo shoot at
Gussy. Lindsay McCleary has very important safety tips for
homes and cars. Bernie Petit tells us about a new event com-
ing to the hood —the Midwood Mile Road Race. And much
more.

Happy Summer all,
Terri

PS: Our Faith Community Calendar is on hiatus for this
issue —enjoying a summer vacation.

1973 - 2023:
CELEBRATING

50 YEARS

OF PMNA

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PLAZA MIDWOOD
HAPPENINGS IN 2023

~ Including PMNA 50th Anniversary events ~

So much to do, so many parties, so much fun!
Save the dates for these upcoming PMNA events

Be sure and check out all monthly eNewsletters in addition
to 2023 Spirit quarterly newsletters, PM’s website and all
social media for updates and additions to this list. Dates are
subject to change.

July 22

Movie in the Park - Top Gun

July 26

Quarterly Meeting

August 5

Epic 50th Anniversary Party*

August 19

Movie in the Park - Goonies

September

Midwood Gives Back

September 16

Movie in the Park - Finding Nemo

September 21

Plaza Midwood Strolls with Historian
Dr. Tom Hanchett*

September 28

Plaza Midwood Strolls with Historian
Dr. Tom Hanchett*

September 30

Midwood Mile Road Race

October 14

Walk on the Wild Side of Plaza Midwood Tour*

October 21

Movies in the Park - Paw Patrol and
The Shining

October 25

Quarterly Meeting

October 28

Fall Crawl

November 4

Marathon Party

December 21

Movie in the Park — Christmas Vacation

* Special 50th Anniversary events

You might also be interested in these regularly scheduled

activities:

« Community Garden Workshops: Monthly, every third
Saturday, 9 am till Noon

« Land Use Meetings: Monthly, third Wednesdays, 7 pm
+ Adopt-A-Street: Trashy Tuesday, third Tuesdays

Make sure you've renewed your PMNA membership so
you'll be eligible for first dibs on the fall Strolls and Tours.
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Plaza Midwood'’s Historic District, continued from cover

Historian Tom Hanchett's Report on Historic Communities in
Charlotte captured the attention of the board and was very in-
strumental in motivating them to explore neighborhood pres-
ervation.

Ron Wolfe, one of the core group of volunteers on this project,
had recently moved to Pecan Avenue, joined the PMNA board,
and participated in the first step.“l got involved in the ‘For or
Against Petition’ that was circulated to get input on the vi-
ability of PM becoming a historic district. After canvassing the
entire area of home and business owners for signatures on the
petition, there became clear support in favor of moving for-
ward,” Ron recollected.

Plaza Midwood officially began the process to become a
historic district. The road was long and a little bumpy.

In 1989, the PMNA, seeking to better identify and protect “the
diversity of people, building types and socio-economic lev-
els” initiated a survey to determine if the older sections of the
neighborhood were eligible to become a local historic district.

The Plaza Midwood Historic Designation Committee consist-
ing of eight devoted volunteers began a years-long undertak-
ing that eventually culminated in the formation of Plaza Mid-
wood'’s historic district.

Plaza Midwood volunteers conducted the survey with the
guidance of preservation consultant Suzanne Pickens. The sur-
vey, funded by an NC Survey and Planning Grant, identified an
area in the older section of the neighborhood that had a high
degree of early twentieth century character intact. This is the
area that essentially became PM'’s district.

The proposed area, roughly rectangular in shape along The
Plaza and Thomas Avenue and including portions of Pecan, ini-
tially included 318 structures, with 258 or about 81% of them
deemed contributing. Only 60 were nonconforming. (In the
end, some of the streets, homes and businesses didn't qualify
so the final submittal was pared down to the present day dis-
trict boundaries.)

That term “contributing”is important. It basically means that the
exterior of the structure is mostly intact—without major chang-
es or updates. The majority of any survey area must be com-
prised of contributing structures to qualify for historic status.

Sweat equity was the key to PM’s eventual success. This
was the first ever attempt in North Carolina for an all-
volunteer group to file an application for historic district
status.

Ron Wolfe is listed as volunteer coordinator on the official docu-
ments, but he insists it was truly a group effort. Along with Ron,
David Parke and Kevin Pfahl, both architects, were co-chairs of
the Historic Designation Committee. David and Ron carried out
the survey documentation work—with a cadre of over thirty
volunteers in the field, while Kevin presided over the PMNA.

o————

-
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e
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Above: Approximate boundaries PLAZA MIDWOOD HISTORIC

recommended by consultant for DESIGNATION COMMITTEE:
the proposed Plaza Midwood local David Parke Fred Fiss
historic district, from the 1991 Thomas Avenue  Thomas Avenue
Rezoning Petition. Bob Blackwell Jimmy Grant
. Thomas Avenue  Thomas Avenue
This was an enormous and
Charles Cudd Kevin Pfahl

detailed task. Ron ended up

. . (Susan Floyd- Tippah Avenue
taking and developing most  ¢qq) y
of the photos of each house ~ Thomas Avenue  RonWolfe.
. L. (Jeannie Wilson)
in the proposed district; Da- Don Duffy Pecan Avenue
Belvedere Avenue

vid, Kevin and Don Duffy
completed most of the ar-
chitectural descriptions of
every structure submitted.

The work continued and finally on December 17, 1991,
the first application hearing took place. But everyone
wasn't holding hands and singing Kumbaya.

Turns out not everyone in the neighborhood was on board. A
protest petition had been launched by an opposition group.
The petition held that property owners should be responsible
for doing the right thing instead of government telling them
what to do and that the historic district regulations would limit
personal freedom.

Their protest petition was initially accepted by the City but later
thrown out when it was determined that some of the signers
didn’t own property in the designated area, nullifying the per-
centage of homeowner signatures needed to proceed.

More delays plagued the vote.

Then in January, City Council delayed the vote for 60 days for
more state comment.
continues

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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SAFETY TIPS & HOWTO BE S.M.A.R.T.

by Lindsay McCleary

Vehicle Larceny Statistics Have Decreased

Did you know that there have been zero reports of larceny from
a motor vehicle in Plaza Midwood from May 2022 to May 2023?

| learned this when | recently connected with Officer Kelvin
Moore of the Eastway Division to better understand what'’s
going on in our neighborhood and what each of us can do to
help prevent crime. This is an improvement from previous years
when there was concern of gun theft from vehicles in our area
—hopefully it's a new trend that continues!

However, Officer Moore urges that “residents should not allow
this to cause them to be complacent,”and efforts must continu-
ously be made to protect ourselves from victimization.

Here are six simple solutions to keep you and your valuables pro-
tected this summer as well as an easy-to-remember gun safety
acronym, Be SMART, that each of us can use to help save lives!

Six Simple Solutions to Keep You and Your Valuables Safe

and Secure:

4. Remove items of value
from plain sight when left
in vehicles (purses, brief-

1. Lock vehicles and ensure
windows are secured.

2. Refrain from storing or

leaving firearms in vehicles

unsecured. 5.

Utilize glove box locks, lock

cases, electronics, etc.).

Keep your home exterior
well lit.

Call police to report suspi-
cious persons, vehicles, or
activity in the area.

boxes or small gun safesto 6
secure firearms if needed
to be left in vehicles.

Plaza Midwood's Historic District, continued from pg 6

Gun Safety is CRITICALLY Important

Officer Moore mentioned firearms more than once in his rec-
ommended safety tips above, and we know that storing fire-
arms securely is an extremely important part of keeping our
community safe.

Every year, an average of 350 children in America under the age
of 18 gain access to a firearm and unintentionally shoot them-
selves or someone else, according to beSMARTforKids.org.

Everytown for Gun Safety
launched the Be SMART
program in 2015 to pro-
mote responsible gun own-
ership in order to reduce
child gun deaths. Be SMART

is a framework that all of us o N ok R wcopsan ST
can follow to help keep our
community safe.

BeSmartForKids.org

Here’s How to Be SMART:

S: SECURE all guns in your home and vehicles.

M: MODEL responsible behavior around guns.

A: ASK about the presence of unsecured guns in other homes.
R: RECOGNIZE the role of guns in suicide.

T: TELL your peers to Be SMART.

The Plaza Midwood community always comes together to
make our neighborhood one of the best places to live in Char-
lotte. Please share these tips with your neighbors to help keep
everyone safe!

Once again it was delayed in March because Dan Clodfelter,
who represented Plaza Midwood, couldn’'t make the meeting.

Finally, success!

On May 1, 1992, with a vote of 7 - 2, City Council approved
Plaza Midwood's application for historic district status.

And in September of 1992, the Historic District Commission
welcomed Plaza Midwood's first designated commissioner—
David Parke.

We owe a huge debt of gratitude to the volunteers who
spent over three and a half years of their lives to make
the neighborhood better for everyone.

To restate Dr. Tom's quote from an earlier 50 for 50 article, “Plaza
Midwood didn’t become the way it is today by chance. It was a
lot of hard work by passionate people in PMNA'"

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

The Last Word

| don't think it's possible to overstate the importance of PM’s
historic district to the viability, charm and appeal of our over-
all community. This is the place that draws new residents and
visitors to the area. These are the homes and businesses that
define the quintessential essence of Plaza Midwood.

Note: The original designation report and survey description that
was submitted to the HDC and City contains fascinating informa-
tion about Plaza Midwood’s early development as one of Charlotte’s
“streetcar suburbs” and how the homes built were intended for a
diverse socio-economic population—both working class and elite.

I wish there had been room to share some of these block-by-block
details, but we have saved this document to the PM website — plaza-
midwood.org under the “Archives” tab - lots of fun if you're interested
in this history.

)
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2023 HOME & GARDENTOUR
KICKED OFF MIDWOOD MAYNIA WITH A SELL OUT!

by Mark Blythe

e are pleased to announce that the 2023 Home & Garden

Tour was a huge success—with the highest ticket sales
ever—thanks to the over 1,400 people who attended, and to
the significant commitment from all involved in pulling it off.

Despite preparing for rain, it turned out to be a beautiful spring
weekend; neighbors from the Charlotte area and beyond were
welcomed in to eleven unique stops on the tour.

The hard work and creativity of this special neighborhood sur-
rounded us, and the best part is that we raised the most funds
ever to be used to help our schools and community—way to
go Plaza Midwood!

This year’s tour showcased ten homes with beautiful and in-
spirational characteristics—including a wine room with an an-
tique door, a palm tree oasis, a cool music room, beautiful an-
tiques and artwork, magnificent outdoor rooms with modern
pools, and a hidden playroom.

Each home also featured food and beverage treats donated
by local businesses. A cool pop-up shop sponsored by one of
our title sponsors, Marrakech Connection, was a nice surprise
in the back yard of the stunningly decorated home on Thomas
Avenue. The vintage signs at the library brought back so many
fond memories.

And our first virtual tour provided by Jeff King Savvy + Co Real
Estate—also a title sponsor, allowed us to experience one of
the oldest homes in Charlotte and chat with the proud home-
owner, Bill Gay, who has amassed over 53 years of stories about
this historic landmark.

Needless to say, we could never have gotten through the week-
end without the significant commitment from the homeown-
ers and sponsors; and we can't forget the over 120 volunteers
who graciously gave their time. It's a lot of work but it paid off!

A special thanks to the home tour committee comprised of a
group of seven volunteers who work for many months to plan
the event—especially acknowledging Renee Bradley who has
spearheaded the event for ten years! Thank you, Renee, for all
you do to make Plaza Midwood such a special neighborhood.

Please note the following list of homeowners and sponsors
and thank them when you see them next. Let’s start planning
for next year’s Tour!

WANT YOUR HOME
FEATURED ON THE 2024

HOME&GARDEN TOUR?

CONTACT US AT HOMETOUR@PLAZA,

MIDWOOD.ORG!

Our Homeowners who graciously opened their homes:

Christian Behrens & Kelly Katterhagen &
Christian Baker Larry Nabatoff

Laura & Evan Blum Linda & Hatcher Kincheloe
Mary & Steve Boehm Robbie Lowery

Meghan & Patrick Bowden Steve Sano & Dean Padbury
Bill Gay Andrea & Zach Wise

and our Plaza Midwood Library

Our TITLE Sponsors:

JEFF KING

Broker, NC REALTOR®
Savvy:Co

MARRAKECH

~——— CONNECTION

Pl T St

Our Platinum Sponsors:

Stirling Group ReVision Design/Remodeling
Our Gold Sponsors:

The Bohemian Wine Bar Moxie Mercantile

Chinoiserie Squirrel Miri Nadler Cake Design

Cold Hearted Gelato NoDa Brewing

The Culture Shop Ken Riel/Compass

Midwood Coffee Roasters Soul Gastrolounge Food Truck
Milkbread Southern Strain Brewing
Modern Cottage Table & Twine

Special Recognition:

B-Cycle for providing free bicycles

Judi Ann Coccoma, Home Portrait Artist
Terri Arrowood, Marketing

Laurie Smithwick, Logo and t-shirt design

Melissa Schropp, Ticket design

Our Amazing Home Tour Committee:

Megan Annitto Lindsay McCleary

Renee Bradley Talla Rittenhouse
Mark Blythe Tracy Truchon
Meredith Hubbard

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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MIDWOOD MAYNIA 2023 -WRAP UP AND THANKYOUS

By Tanya Wilson

aynia is always one of the best days in Plaza on
[

Midwood. This year was no exception. o
[}

This was the first time Maynia was held on o

a different day than the Home & Garden N
Tour, which was held the first Saturday in
May—as is tradition.

There was some speculation that split-
ting the events up wouldn’t go over well.
But it was just the opposite. Not only did 8
the Home Tour sell out, we had some of -

»
the highest attendance ever in the park. 7

Q
[¢]
o
T
@
o
o)
=z

All'in all, it was a wonderful day—and to all %o o

the neighbors and visitors who came out to 9y
enjoy this uniquely Plaza Midwood event, we're

already planning for 2024.

Many thanks to our event sponsors—we couldn’t do it without
them!

Maynia Sponsors

TITLE Sponsor: Platinum Sponsors:

Scott Hartis Property Experts  Jeff King, Savvy & Company
Plaza Midwood Neighborhood
Association

HARTIS

« Blaysian Asian Way, Ve-Go, Tacos Don Coytl, What the Fries
and King of Pops for great eats

Two Scoops Creamery for ice cream in the park

Birdsong Brewery and The Bohemian Wine Bar for refreshing
beverages

The Community Garden Group for the new bridge dedication
and butterfly activities for the kids

Students from our neighborhood schools volunteering in the
Pet Parade and Kidswood

All the wonderful artisans, craftsmen and vendors who par-
ticipated

All our friends at CMPD and the officers who spent the day
with us

Charlotte Mecklenburg Parks & Recreation

The PMNA Board of Directors—and all their hard work to
make Maynia happen

All the Maynia volunteers who man the tents, sell beverages &
work behind the scenes

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

C
Tle, . Pet Parade Special Recognition

2, « The Vine Church and Pastor Tosh for a place
to gather and the blessing of the pets

« Grand Marshalls Jeff and KC Blackwell—

- and their tractor

© + Garinger High School’s Drum Line lead-
ing the paraders

n e Neighbors along the route who of-

>

fered water, treats and encouragement

Midwood Music in the Park

a\ﬂ charlez360 « Umarell « An Archaic Agenda
+ Doubting Thomas - Firepink

vizv1®

Kidswood in the Park

Lauren Mullins and the PM Library for storytime and fun

+ All the bunnies, pigs, goats, llamas, sheep and the rest of the
petting zoo crew

Face painting volunteers from Eastway Middle School

Your Maynia 2023 Committee

Jim Truchon, PMNA President Laurie Smithwick, Logo Design
Tanya Wilson, Maynia Chair Melissa Schropp, Graphics

Garrett Ladue, Maynia Music Terri Arrowood, Communications
Chair & Media Outreach

Lisa Swayne Proud, Pet Parade
Chair

HEY PARENTS —

he Vine will host an awe-
some, antics-filled VBS called

«  ITwists and Turns—a nod to
the nostalgia and fun of game
boards and gaming—with a
biblical background.

Twists and Turns is for you if you're
2 years old to 5th grade—and vol-
unteers from middle and high school are welcome! Dates
are July 28 - 30. VBS will culminate with worship and a lawn
party—as should everything in life! Every one of every age is
invited—July 30.

Contact Pastor Tosh and/or the Vine for more details—www.
thevineumcplazamidwood.com. Follow the Vine on Facebook
and other social media for updates on VBS and all things Vine.

S —e
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PMNA PRESIDENTS THROUGH THE YEARS

Part of the 50 for 50 Anniversary Celebration

n each issue of our newsletter, PMINA and the staff of The Spirit
love to recognize a resident who exemplifies the best qualities
of a neighborhood volunteer. We have acknowledged many
community members over the years—those who have stood
out for exceeding the expected and surpassing the status quo.

One volunteer role quickly stands out—that of president of the
neighborhood association.

Whoever is in this role must be on call just about 24/7; they must
lead the board and neighborhood volunteers in determining
and carrying out the program of work established in any given
year. They must act as spokesperson for Plaza Midwood to the
community, media, city and county entities—and sometimes
even act as arbiter in disagreements and other challenges.

That sounds like a mouthful and a huge job—Dbut it doesn’t
even begin to address all the little details that go into fulfilling
these tasks. It's a gargantuan commitment.

And they do it for free! These folks deserve our recognition and
gratitude.

In keeping with our 50 for 50 anniversary celebrations this year,
we're listing PMNA presidents from years past.

Granted, with fifty years of history, there are going to be some
gaps in the narrative. Unfortunately, we don't have archives
from the early years until about 1994 when Plaza Midwood be-
gan printing The Spirit on a regular basis, thus providing a list of
board members and officers moving forward from there.

We do know the first few board presidents—who were ex-
tremely instrumental in revamping PM from an almost for-
gotten piece of history to a force to be reckoned with, as they
transformed both the residential and commercial segments of
the neighborhood to a vibrant, engaged community. (Refer
back to The Spirit’s Winter 2023 cover story: Celebrating Fifty
Years of the PMNA for a refresher on this history.)

We hope you'll enjoy another walk down memory lane in this
third of our 50 for 50 series—especially for those of you who
have been around long enough to remember many (or per-
haps even all) of these neighborhood leaders.

These folks have come from all backgrounds with many differ-
ent skill sets, but they all have in common the desire to par-
ticipate in and help guide this wonderful community of ours.
“Thanks”isn’t quite strong enough... but we thank them for all
they have done and continue to do.

*Editor’s Note: If you or someone you know was a member of
this elite group, please let us know. We would love to be able to
provide an update in the future with more of these leaders added
to the list and recognized.

o

HERE ARE THE HEROES OF THE PMNA

PMNA's first three presidents
(all founding board members):

Mary Anne Hammond ~ 1973
Fran Gay ~ 1974
Don Hatley ~ 1975

A few more from the 1980s*:
Hank Neely ~ 1981
Betsey Windham ~ 1982
Kevin Pfahl ~ 1989 or 1990

Board Presidents from 1994 - 2023

Rod Toth ~ 1994

Keren Boyan ~ 1995
Carl Leonard ~ 1996
Martha Catt ~ 1997

Tom Lannin ~ 1998
David Batty ~ 1999
Kevin Tydings ~ 2000
Thomas Blue ~ 2001
Gary Frame ~ 2002**
Jennifer Murphy ~ 2003/04
Steve Dunn ~ 2005
Christian Conrad ~ 2006
Megan Jarboe ~ 2007
Leslie Shinn ~ 2008
Steven Martin ~ 2009

Tom Egan ~ 2010

Nicole Storey ~ 2011
Brooks Shelley ~ 2012
Leslie Sykes ~ 2013
Adam Richman ~ 2014
Phil Gussman ~ 2015
Renee Bradley ~ 2016
Jeff Wheeler ~ 2017
David Hale ~ 2018
Karen Van Sickler ~ 2019
Wes Turner ~ 2020

Lisa Swayne Proud ~ 2021
Joey Guy ~ 2022

Jim Truchon ~ 2023

**Not positive of the accuracy.

JOIN OR RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND

SUPPORT PMNA!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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GUSSY. UP.

An Experiential Outing

by Andrea Wise

Friends + cheese + drinks + music + dress up + photo-
shoot = GUSSY. Is there really anything else | need to say?

Truthfully, Gussy had me at cheese from my local favorite,
The Culture Shop, and two hours to spend with my friends!
I had no idea what to expect when | signed up for the Gussy
experience, but | am so glad that | did.

The three of us were unexpectedly nervous when we
showed up to the Gussy boutique—Ilocated inside Betty on
Thomas Avenue right in the heart of Midwood. Owner and
Plaza Midwood neighbor Talla Rittenhouse quickly put us
at ease with her warm welcome and refreshment offerings.

Did I mention the cheese?

It took us about two seconds before we were oohing over
Gussy'’s racks of vintage clothes and accessories. | instantly
felt transported in time to when | was little and we would
play dress up in my mother’s fancy closet. The clothes were
vibrant, eccentric, sparkly—and there was an undeniable
sense that they had stories to tell.

| appreciated that not only did Talla have options in many
different sizes and styles, but that the clothes were well
cared for. Note: do not let worries about sizing discourage
you. Talla has so many options and tricks up her sleeve that
nothing even has to fit perfectly!

We snacked and enjoyed our beverages while finalizing our
outfit selections in front of a wall of Parisian mirrors and
neon lights. We were jamming to Lizzo, which may have
been the unconscious influence behind my outfit choice—
a sheer cutout black and gold mini dress and a red feather
neckpiece. Another note: bring extra (comfortable) versatile
shoe options with you!

After a round of giddy selfies and a last sip or two of bubbles,
we were off to the streets of commercial Plaza Midwood.

The second half of the Gussy experience is a guided tour of
the eclectic shopping area. | have lived here for a decade
and Talla truly showed me something new and interesting
around every corner. Plaza Midwood is known for its unique
murals and diversity. This network of alleys serves as the
perfect colorful backdrop for the Gussy portraits.

We were having such a fun time laughing around the neigh-
borhood that | almost forgot we were also taking pictures.
My group of friends are all hams, but that is not at all a pre-
requisite for having a fabulous time. The pictures and videos
are a bonus keepsake and Talla is an expert paparazzo.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

The author strikes a pose with her friends

Do not hesitate to book your own Gussy experience. It's such
a delightful and unique two hours spent with friends. Plus, |
guarantee you will learn something about Plaza Midwood!

Bonus: Mention The Spirit and get 5% off your booking—
www.gussycharlotte.com. What are you waiting for?

THINK GLOBALLY,

SPEND LOCALLY.

PLEASE SUPPORT PM BUSINESSES
& ADVERTISERS!
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WE LOVE OUR NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS,
TEACHERS AND STAFF!

by Mandy Bean

t was a terrific end of year in our Plaza Midwood Schools!

Currently, PMNA supports the teachers, students, and staff at
Shamrock Gardens Elementary, Villa Heights Elementary, East-
way Middle School, and Garinger High School.

It has been a pleasure to work with the administrations to plan
amazing treats for each of these hard-working school commu-
nities.

TEACHER APPRECIATION AND EOG TESTING

We celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week at Garinger and
Eastway with sub sandwiches and cookies along with dropping
off some specially wrapped “appreciation” chocolate bars to all
the schools.

Above: Shamrock Gardens teacher
Linda Ingle with some goodies.

Below: Donuts and Coffee at
Shamrock Gardens Elementary

———

During EOG testing, we delivered donut breakfast to Shamrock
Gardens and hosted an afternoon coffee break at Villa Heights.

SCHOOLS PARTICIPATE IN MIDWOOD MAYNIA

At Midwood Maynia, Eastway Middle volunteers used their
creative talents to paint many happy butterfly and Spiderman
faces on appreciative PM youngsters. All the proceeds went to
EMS'’s school store, which is part of their positive school envi-
ronment program.

What a special treat for the Garinger High Drum Line to kick off
the Pet Parade! We were grooving to the beat down the street!

Both these schools helped make Midwood Maynia an even
more special day for all!

We look forward to seeing and supporting all our friends in our
neighborhood schools when school year 2023-24 begins.

Above: Subs and sweet treats ready
for the Eastway Middle School staff

Below:

Garinger High School’s
drum line leading the
pet parade —

they got the beat!

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

; ¥ Left: Volunteers
prepping the
candy bars

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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With over 350 sales, Jeff King is

Plaza Midwood’s
#1 Real Estate Agent

More homes sold in Midwood than any other
real estate agent over the past 20 years!

CHARLOTTE'

Broker, NC/SC REALTOR®
704.332.7309
jeff@jeffkingrealtor.com
historicplazamidwood

Experience counts. Call Jeff today to discuss his very specific strategy
to sell your Midwood home fast and for the highest price possible.

1608 THE PLAZA 1621 TIPPAH AVE 1806 SUNNYSIDE AVE
SOLD $35,000 OVER ASKING PRICE SOLD $30,000 OVER ASKING PRICE SOLD $65,000 OVER ASKING PRICE

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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FLAZA MIDRUED NEICHEORHOOD ASSOCIATION

It's PMNA’s 50th Anniversary!

Help PMNA reach 50% Membership for our 50th Anniversary. PMNA Membership fees
pay for amazing events and initiatives that happen in the neighborhood:

Winter Fling, Midwood Maynia, Home Tour, Fall Crawl, Marathon Party,
Dog Stations & Park, Midwood Mile, Community Garden & Our Upcoming

SATIKI PARTIR2.

CELEBRATING

NA s 50T ENNIVERS
SATURDAY, AUGUST 5

Become a PMNA Member or Renew at PlazaMidwood.org

RY HOMES
kow, [ ez o DULIN & ASSOCIATES
PR L Broker and Trusted Advisor

So far in 2023 my Sellers have received 103% of their asking price. How did we do it?

= Vast real estate sales experience

= Knowledge of CURRENT market conditions

= Skill in correct pricing (critical in eliciting multiple offers)

» Powerful Marketing (driving potential Buyers through your home in a short period of time)

My Sellers are pretty happy about it:

"Robert Dulin is the best in his field and a consummate professional. No one can compare! He had
my home Under Contract on the 2nd day of showings at 9% over asking price! Robert Dulin is the

only person you should contact for your real estate needs!"
-Ginger Kenyon, 4220 Brookfield Drive

| get GREAT RESULTS because I care about my clients and | am powerfully motivated to see
them succeed. Contact me today and let's start a conversation about what it will take to get
you onto your next adventure!

= 704-661-3173 & www.RobertDulin.com 2% Robert@RaobertDulin.com @

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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YOUR PW” MV(WW{ DREAM TEAM

— _—— \ .
soLD i ; T

. : = Choosing us means
E T ED T i having an entire team
behind you from start to
finish and beyond.

— From staging and
. - marketing to contracts
1709 Thomas Ave.

4 BED/2 BATH - $1,005,000 and repairs, our
full-service approach

makes your life easier.

1234 Ivey Dr.
3 BED/2.5 BATH - $737,000

Rachel Frazier, Siobhan Koch &
Genevieve Williams

GENEVIEVE WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE | 704.774.8686 | 1200 THE PLAZA | CHARLOTTE, NC 28205 | GWCLT.COM A =

Proudly Serving Plaza Midwood :
since 2014 @thepizzapeel

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ

www.tapandpeel.com



e iy

summer2023'  / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

YARD OF THE MONTH for April, May and June 2023

APRIL - 1505 Thomas Ave,
Amy Tritt and Steve Kehayias

i tire M;{J.* -
Amy and Steve have called Midwood their
home on and off for years. Their dream came
true in 2021 when they became the proud
guardians of this 1931 quintessential bun-
galow. Amy has a passion for gardening and
believes there are so many things about life
that plants can teach us. She designed the
front yard with one objective in mind—to
make people smile as they walk by! And
Steve is the handy guy with the honey-do
list who makes it happen. Together they cre-
ated a front landscape that includes a mix-
ture of lush tropical plants, beautiful flow-
ers, and interesting shapes. The front yard of
their home is their love letter to the neigh-
borhood and nod to the historic charm and
eclectic style of Plaza Midwood.

By Udo Robitsch

MAY - 2036 Tippah Avenue,
Udo and Lisa Robitsch

Lisa and Udo have lived in Plaza Midwood
since 2000. Lisa grew up in Charlotte, not far
from their current home, and moved to Ger-
many for eight years to live with Udo, a Ger-
man native. While there, she was inspired
by the lovely gardens rich with flowers.
Upon returning, they intentionally chose
their home so they could cultivate their
own garden. They love the creative process
of designing the beds and nurturing them
to maturation. Recently Heather Alexander
of Lunar Landscaping has added creative
assistance to enrich the gardens. Udo, a
founding member of the Community Gar-
den in Midwood Park, is quick to offer a cut-
ting or seedling to passersby.

JUNE- 1900 Truman Road,
John Sinclair

et 2N s . 3 Ao 4

John notes that his garden began in the
backyard 25 years ago and gradually moved
to the front over the years. While most of
the azaleas and camellias were in the yard
when he moved in, as trees were removed
and shaded areas became sunny, some
plantings were replaced and added. There
was never a master plan; John bought
plants he liked and placed them where
they seemed to fit—ferns and other shade-
loving plants until two large pines had to
be removed due to fungus. After that, sun
plants took root. John thanks Rafael Castillo
for taking over recently as his mobility has
lessened. This 20+-year labor of love and
work in progress brings abundant bright
color to Truman Road.

Above: Plaza Midwood Strolls guided tours
led by historian Dr. Tom Hanchett in April.

o —

MIDWOOD MAYNI

Pet Parade, Park Festivities
and Home Tour B

Grand Marshalls Jeff and
KC Blackwell—and their
tractor

parading about

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Plaza Midwood’s Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist™

IF You're CONSIDERING SELLING 3
Your HousEe IN 2023, You Are

LikeLy AsKING YOURSELF THESE 3

QUESTIONS. ..

e How can | sell my house, if | don't

already have somewhere to move?

There are so many Realtors®, how
9 can | find one who understands
what I'm going through?

How can | be certain I'm getting
e the most money out of my house?

THE PerFecT TRANSITION PROCESS
GUIDE ANSWERS THESE QUESTIONS,
PLUS SHOWS YOU THE PROCESS OF

SELLING AND BUYING (EVEN IF YOU ARE
IN THE "JUST THINKING ABOUT IT" OR
"PLANNING STAGE.")

Don’t wait! Get your copy of
The Perfect Transition Process Guide
today so you're ready when the time is right.

exp

HARTIS  Reairy

Scott Hartis Broker/Realior® NC & SC | (704) 7567862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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ABSOLUTELY THE BEST TIKI PARTY OF THE SUMMER!

WE'RE CELEBRATING!

Since 1973, Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association’s board
of directors and the neighbors living here have worked tire-
lessly to make Plaza Midwood the BEST neighborhood in Char-
lotte. We're celebrating everything PMNA has accomplished
with a 50th Anniversary Party!

YOU'RE INVITED

Please join PMNA’s board members on Saturday, August 5
from 4 until 10 pm for a TIKI PARTY in the backyard paradise
of Alana and Mike Estramonte —2321 Mecklenburg Avenue.
This AMAZING backyard venue plus great music, food and bev-
erages make this the can't-miss party of the summer! (If you like
partying with your kids, bring them too.)

GREAT NOSHES AND SIPS

Come enjoy delicious cuisine from Calle Sol Latin Café & Cevi-
cheria, Midwood Smokehouse and Yafo Kitchen. Add some beer
from Town Brewing, wine from The Bohemian... and you have
an incredible bash!

TICKETS

Tickets are only $20 per person (adults and kids are the same
price) for PMNA Members. Nonmember tickets are $30 and all
tickets the day of the event are $40. Purchase your tickets at
PlazaMidwood.org. At the time of printing, we are not sold out.

QUICK DETAILS

« Saturday, August 5 ~ «  PMNA Members: $20 per
rain or shine person
« 4to10pm « Nonmembers: $30 per
2321 Mecklenburg Avenue person
- Food, Beverages, Music I?ay of Event: 540 - all
tickets

and Merriment

THANKYOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

TOWN

BREWING
Co =

KEN RIEL

CRMPATE

HARTIS

If you're interested in being an event sponsor or volunteering,
please email info@plazamidwood.org. There are still great op-
portunities available!

Highlights from our

SPRING EASTER
EGG HUNT

i

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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NEIGHBORS

MAKE THE
BEST

REALTORS®

WILL

Proper

Your

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

IAM ARCHER

T

Presentation + Complimentary Staging +
Expert Marketing = The BEST outcome!
full service Realtors®, covering the entire
Charlotte region with care.

704-819-0710

bobby@nestlewoodrealty.com

BOBBYSISK.COM

SUMMER 2023‘ / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

+4++

nestlewood

BOBBY SISK HOMES TEAM

We live and work in 28205.
That not only makes us experts, it means

we care.
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QUEEN CITY  scbkcotommyu

animal hOSpital were voled Charlolls s Best/
'.:'PJM L
il FEAR FRE P o
AAHA Wil CERTIFIED ¥ -y

<{ Professional >

920 BELMONT AVENUE
CHARLOTTE, NC 28205
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b |

www.queencityah.com |
equeencityanimalhospital
704.703.1414 {

g
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HELFING PROTECT YOUR MIMANCIAL BLIMD SIDES
S Vm o Tend Foouh 8 mecor Do Pu Pl s, Meke FINER S FL

As Charlotte’s premier financial advisor, JHG is

proud to be in business for over 26 years.

Working together, we can design an individualized
“blueprint” for organizing and managing your
financial life. We are committed to helping you
implement the appropriate financial decisions

that could positively impact your future.

- : o ey T T T Some of our Services are:
3 = . e

. o e R e ] .. Financial Planning
‘A house that has chdracteri stands Insurance
Investments

a good chance of growing more valuable as Retirement Planning

it grows older...Buildings like people must

first be sincere, must be true....”
1370 Briar Creek Rd

~Frank Lloyd Wright L Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 536-3423
www.jhgfinancial.com

HEH HSH HlH HEH H

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE

by Christine Sheil

THE WORLD NEEDS MORE BUTTERFLIES.

Butterflies are such magical creatures, ethereally float-
ing and weaving through trees and plants. | will prob-
ably always stop and gaze in awe when | catch glimpse
of one flitting from flower to flower.

And | know | will always feel a rush of pure delight when
| see a mama butterfly stopping to lay her eggs on one

“pLaza
MID.\)_VIGDD

(R

] growing togetber
of the many host plants I've carefully putin my garden |i.__since 2004 .3

sage, azaleas, coreopsis, or Carolina phlox might pro-
vide a bridge into summertime, when your butterfly
weed, passionflower, or coneflower start blooming.

In late summer and fall your garden might be vibrating
with the bees and butterflies visiting your mountain
mint, bee balm, goldenrod, or aster.

Host plants are essential to support a larger population
of butterflies.

—because it turns out that many plants and insects

have co-evolved such that particular insects don't just prefer
a particular plant’s leaves—but cannot eat any other plant or
plant family.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar be darned, caterpillars cannot
munch their way through apples and cake, or even the leaves
of any old garden plant.

Specific caterpillars must eat the leaves of their host plant(s).

Monarch caterpillars, as every elementary school child knows,
eat only milkweed plants. The caterpillars of cabbage whites
(the very common white butterflies) love to munch on, you
guessed it, cabbage leaves and the leaves of other cruciferous
veggies like kale and broccoli.

Eastern black swallowtail caterpillars prefer parsley (in my expe-
rience) but can also digest bronze fennel and golden alexander.
Gulf fritillary caterpillars eat the leaves of our native passion-
vine. The yellow eastern tiger swallowtail prefers the leaves of
tulip tree, wild cherry and sweet bay Magnolia.

The Plaza Midwood community garden is a great place to start
learning more about butterflies and their lifecycle.

This year in the community garden, we are installing signage,
thanks to the help of neighbor Pam Grundy, and ensuring we
have the host plants for four common butterflies in our area:
common milkweed for the monarchs, spicebush for the spice-
bush swallowtail, bronze fennel and parsley for the eastern
black swallowtail, and passionvine for the gulf fritillaries.

We encourage you to visit and look for caterpillars on the
leaves of our plants later this summer and fall! And if you're
looking for something to do this summer, the butterfly
life cycle craft we did in the garden at Maynia is fun and
easy to do with kids of all ages. Check it out at https://
buggyandbuddy.com/butterfly-life-cycle-craft/.

If you'd like to see butterflies and caterpillars in your own yard,
there’s a lot you can do to encourage butterflies to visit.

Butterflies are attracted to nectar-producing flowers, such as
black-eyed susans, phlox, and lantana. Take stock of your gar-
den, and try to have flowers blooming throughout the year to
support the butterflies as they emerge, migrate, mate and lay
their eggs.

In early spring you might have Carolina jessamine, flowering
dogwood, redbud, or columbine as nectar sources. Lyreleaf

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

The mother butterfly will search out host plants to visit: if you
plant it, they will come. And to keep the butterflies and cater-
pillars safe and healthy, eliminate or reduce pesticide use.

Butterflies also need water; creating a butterfly puddler is a
great summer kid'’s activity, and just needs a little maintenance
to keep the water fresh and the mosquitos out.

Butterflies will also appreciate a flat rock or landing place to
warm themselves in the sun. And keeping at least a portion
of your yard just a bit messy (brush piles, leaves, logs) can also
provide habitat for overwintering species.

The North Carolina Wildlife Federation has wonderful resources
on butterflies and butterfly gardening (https://ncwf.org/wild-
life/pollinators).

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on
the third Saturday of each month between 9 am
and noon. Children and youth are welcome!

Happy Gardening!

COMMUNITY GARDEN WORKDAYS
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY 9AM - NOON

in MIDWOOD PARK. ALL AGES!
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HEALING AND RECOVERY PLLC

‘Plaza Midwood's home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

81 (entral Avenue Suite 8, Charlotte, N 28204
‘Phone and Fax: (704) 908-4061

bttps://justinperrycounseling.com

A SOLID REPUTATION
BUILT ON SOLUTIONS

ROBERTSON

& ASSOCIATES

Attorneys & Counselors at Law

704.5972.5774 RLROBERTSON.COM

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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FANTASTIC 2023 LINE-UP OF
MOVIES IN THE PARK

~ And Fun and Games Before the Main Event ~
from Chad Gambrell

Some of our favorite summer events in Plaza Midwood are
the Movies in the Park produced by your PMNA and spon-
sored by Carolina Legacy. Our July movie is also sponsored by
Scott Hartis Property Experts.

We have some great offerings in 2023—and fun activities to
accompany the main events. Join us each month for all-time
favorites and blockbusters. We even have a double feature
planned for October!

SO MUCH MORE THAN JUST MOVIES

Come for the movie—and the popcorn and games. We're part-
nering with Aurora Star Lit Cinema to bring you concessions,
music and games before each movie. There will be corn hole
and over 30 retro arcade games for you to enjoy before the fea-
ture attraction.

King of Pops will also be on site with cold treats for hot nights.

WHAT A LINE-UP!

Below is the 2023 schedule for movies, and even our holiday
showing too.

« Saturday, July 22

Doors 7:30/ Show 9 pm  Top Gun (PG)
« Saturday, August 19
Doors 7/ Show 8:30 pm  Goonies (PG)
« Saturday, September 16
Doors 6/ Show 7:30 pm  Finding Nemo (G)
« Saturday, October 21
Doors 5:30/ Show 7 pm  Paw Patrol (G)
Show 9 pm The Shining (R)

And our special Holiday Movie:

« Thursday, December 21

Doors 5:30/ Show 7 pm  Christmas Vacation (PG-13)

Bring a lawn chair, a blanket and your family and
friends for a great time and terrific entertainment in
Midwood Park!

LIKE PMNA ON

FACEBOOK:
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PLAZAMIDWOOD

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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car@lina

OFFERING A HOLISTIC APPROACH
TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT SINCE 2006.

§v

Pediatric Physical, Occupational,
Speech and Feeding Therapy, . .

CST and Cranial bands.

v@

A holistic and thorough approach.
Infants through the early years.

i@

341 NORTH CASWELL ROAD, CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA, 28204 « 704-379-7773

carolinakinderdevelopmént.com

”?) INAUGURAL MIDWOOD
MILE ROAD RACE

by Bernie Petit

Save the Date: September 30

oin PMNA for the inaugural Midwood

Mile, a one mile “sprint” for all ages along
The Plaza through the heart of the neighbor-
hood, between Central Avenue and Park-
wood Avenue.

The Midwood Mile will employ several
heats for runners of all experience levels,
including competitive heats, children’s

W heats and a fun run. The road race will offer
J runners and spectators a new way to experi-
ence Plaza Midwood’s main thoroughfare.

Race details are still being finalized, but there

will be race t-shirts available and a post-race party.
Details on the route and race, along with registration informa-
tion, will be shared on PMNA's social channels and in PMNA's
monthly e-newsletter as soon as they are
available.

Thank you to Scott Hartis for being the
title sponsor of this exciting new event.

HARTIS

S \
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. Designed in and distributed out of Charlotte, Mountain Khakis offers
bold, premium apparel that's engineered for a perfect fit and
features durable construction built to last.

MOUNTAIN
KHAKIS

CHARLOTTE'S PREMIUM

OUTDOOR

APPAREL BRAND

.« IPLAZAZ20O

JUURNEY ' 207. OFF FOR PLAZA MIDWOOD RESIDENTS
P

-
WWW.MOUNTAINKHAKIS.COM .

~ T~

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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SUMMER LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

from Lauren Mullins

ummer Break has officially begun here at the Plaza Mid-

wood Library. Summer Break is a fun way for all ages to
win prizes for completing reading challenges and activities.
Please check our calendar at cmlibrary.org/events to register
for events and view more details. We hope to see you at the
library soon!

UPDATES AND EVENTS

Summer Break

Over summer break, Mad Science of Charlotte and Mecklen-
burg County Parks and Rec will be offering STEAM programs
at the Library for preschoolers and school agers. Check out our
online calendar to learn more and to register.

For Children

Storytimes are Mon - Wed at the Plaza Midwood Library. Check
out the library calendar for details and our other children’s
events (cmlibrary.org/events).

« Pajama Storytime for Families: (Online via Zoom) Tuesdays
at7 pm

Your whole family can enjoy stories, songs, and movement
activities that support early literacy skill development and
help foster a love of books and reading in your child. PJs
and cuddly, stuffed friends are welcome!

School-Age Kids (5-12-year-olds)

« Drop-in LEGO Club: Every Tuesday, 2 - 5 pm

Drop-in to the library to build your own LEGO creation!
Learn mathematical concepts of sorting, building, and
geometry while using LEGO building blocks. Drop-in, no
registration required.

For Teens (12-18-year-olds)

« Service Saturdays:

Do you want to help the Library with improving lives
and building a stronger community? Join us for a unique
service project where you can earn community service
hours, while also giving back to the city of Charlotte. See
cmlibrary.org/events for dates and registration details.

« Creative Crafternoons: Thursdays in July & August, from
2-4pm

Join us Thursday afternoons at Plaza Midwood library this
summer for Creative Crafternoons! Each week we will work
on a different crafty project. Supplies will be provided—
just bring your creativity!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

For Adults

« Plaza Midwood Writing Group: In-person at the Plaza
Midwood Library, 1st or 2nd Saturday each month, 11am
- 12:30 pm. Check our online calendar for exact dates
(cmlibrary.org/events).

Learn the art of literary critique, get direct feedback on
your work, and meet other local writers. We focus on work-
shopping fiction, but also have some free-writing, writing
exercises, and discussion.

5% off

Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

e

CENTRAL G

COFFEE CO. Free WiFi

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 78204
704.335.7288

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

MOVIE NIGHT
in MIDWOOD PARK!

JUL 22: Top Gun

AUG 19: Goonies
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SCHNEIDE

(704) 567-7755 | SchneiderTree.com

TREE PRUNING - TREE REMOVAL
STUMP GRINDING « STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UP
CUSTOMIZED TREE & SHRUB PROGRAMS

m— D

SALEM HERITAGE
RENOVATION
& RESTORATION

Experience
matters!

Windows,
Shutters,
Doors & More!

704-810-4256

happy@salem-heritage.com

o——

PICTURE

YOUR
AD

When you advertise in The Spirit,

your message is delivered to
approximately 3000 area
neighbors who love to shop, dine
and otherwise hang out in the
Charlotte's hippest hood.

Tell them how awesome you are!

Contact spirit@plazamidwood.org
for more information.

plazamidwood.org

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



T (i rit

UMMER2023\ /ofPLAZA MIDWOOD

KEN RIEL

BROKER | REALTOR® | DAD

COMPASS

2233 WINTER ST.

A proven track record helping both buyers
& sellers in the Midwood market for 10 years!

“My husband and | were first time home ‘ “Ken brought out the best in our home
buyers and, with help from Ken, we were and genuinely presented it at its full
able to find the perfect home. Ken made potential. We placed so much confidence
this process as close to seamless as , , in Ken, and not only did he deliver,
it could be.” he exceeded our expectations.”

SARAH & STEVE HOUSE, BUYERS ‘ ELLIE & KEVIN O'BRIAN, SELLERS

Contact Ken, a top Midwood Realtor, to get the best care
and highest return on your investment.

917.301.9511 | KEN.RIEL@COMPASS.COM | KENRIEL.COM

*Source: Canopy MLS: 12/1/12+. Ken Riel is a real estate licensee offiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @
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Interested in advertising? This magazine reaches approximately

m Full Page (Vertical only: 7w X 8.75"h) cu..uueeeussneeeesssneessassesessannne $550.00
3,000 households whose residents prefer to shop, dine in and E Full Page - Color, Premium Placement $750.00
support Plaza Midwood businesses. The Spirit is published quarterly s 'c',':!/f F;?%es(;‘;;jz°“t:';57:;'\v)x4-375"" o
ertical: 3.. W X38. o
in January, April, July and October. Advertising deadlines 2 Half Page - Color, Premium Placement $400.00
are listed on page 3. :’:’ Quarter Page (Vertical only: 3.375"W X 4.375"h)..cccceuuunnerenssnnces $140.00
oz Business Card (Horizontal only: 3.375"W X 1.85”h) svveeereesssesseseens $85.00
VISIT WWW.PLAZAM'DWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS I'I>J 10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), standard or premium.
[a) Additional 10% for first-time ads for PMM member businesses.
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD’ < Standard ads are B&W. Premium placements may not be available.

COMMONWEALTH

- ﬂ'@s HOSPITAL

Companion Animal Medicine, General and Orthopedic Surgery,
Digital and Dental Radiography, Therapeutic Laser, and In-House Ultrasound.

Lauren Hendren, DVM ¢ Lauren Birch, DVM ¢ Alexis Fisher, DVM ¢ Anne LaSpina, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave ¢ Charlotte NC 28205 - 704.370.0767 - www.commonwealthah.com




