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January 26
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July 27
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Save the Dates!

 
6:30 pm

at The VanLandingham 
Estate 

Can’t make a meeting?  
Stay informed:

•	Sign up for e-newsletter 
at plazamidwood.org

•	Facebook.com/Plaza-
Midwood

•	Instagram.com/ 
plaza_midwood
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C A L E N D A R

Early Fall
MIDWOOD GIVES BACK- 
Support Second Harvest

Look for door hangers & 
check social media!

Aug 20-21
CHARLOTTE PRIDE FESTIVAL & PARADE

Festival: Sat 12:30-10pm, Sun 12:30-6pm – S. Tryon St & Good Samaritan Way 
Parade: Sun 1-4pm – Starts at N. Tryon St at 9th. Anyone is welcome to march  

with Holy Trinity Lutheran in the parade. See pg 24 for more info.

continues on pg. 6

INSIDE
Going Solar in PM  

pg 7

PMNA 50 for 50 Campaign  

pg 8

Pet Care in Hot Weather  

pg 25 

…and More!
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PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Beloved Cornerstone of Midwood Closes                                                          by Beth Dozier

With the closing of Plaza Presbyterian 
Church on June 6, our neighborhood 

lost a longstanding pillar of the community. 
The church was not only a place for fellow-
ship and service, but it was also a treasured 
preschool, which nurtured children and 
connected families for nearly 50 years. 

As the chapter closes, many in our neigh-
borhood are commemorating Plaza Presby-
terian, appreciating its staff and celebrating 
the deep sense of community it created. 

“I miss those children and families,” said 
beloved teacher Tippi Howard, who taught 
the 3s class in the same classroom for 20 
years before her retirement in 2020. “They 
just came into my heart and became just 
like family. I miss those hugs.”

“There were just no hard-
ships,” Tippi continued. “All 
of the teachers and staff knew 
that we wanted to take the 
best care of those children. Ev-
eryone worked together and 
helped each other in any way 
that we could. We kept our 
focus on making it a sweet ex-
perience for each child.” 

Tippi is still in touch with 
many of the children she 
taught, including her now-
grown students from the 
early aughts. “I haven’t got-
ten a wedding invitation yet, 

but I am completely fine with  
that,” she said with a chuckle. 

A TRIBUTE TO

Top: Storytime with Ms Tippi, in 2019.  
Bottom: The last “graduating” class of Plaza Presbyterian Weekday School celebrates 
on the playground with Director Kim Entrekin, in May 2022. Photos courtesy PPWDS.
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704.837.8480 P pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

P
Now Offering 

Implant Placement 
In-Offi ce

Conveniently Located, 
Across Central Ave. 
from Harris Teeter

P

com
, NC 28205

Extended Morning 
and Evening Hours 

Now Available

P

1308-F 

Implant Placement Implant Placement 

Michael C. Farmer, 
DMD, FICD, PA

J. Everett Case II, 
DMD

Learn about the extra precautions 
we are taking to protect you during 

COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com
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PMNA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Joey Guy

I would be remiss if I didn’t start this message 
with a slew of thank you’s for all the wonder-

ful events we have had this spring. I still cannot 
get over how great this year’s home and garden 
tour was. At a wedding over Memorial Day, the 
mother of the bride (a South Charlotte resident), 
told me that our home tour was her favorite Char-
lotte event of the year. And it truly continues to 
get better year after year.

Thank you to Renee Bradley, Mark and Angela 
Blythe, Lindsay McCleary, Tracy Truchon, Talla 
Rittenhouse, and the countless other volunteers 
who helped organize the event. Another thanks 
to all of the event sponsors and homeowners who 
made the tour possible.

Midwood Maynia and the Pet Parade (Jim’s favor-
ite) both also returned to great success this year.  
Thank you to VP Jim Truchon and board member 
Tanya Wilson for heading up everyone’s favorite 
spring event, and to Lisa Swayne Proud for wrangling all those pets into a parade.

We look forward to seeing you all again at our next big PM blowout for Fall Crawl.

Lastly, thanks to everyone who assisted with the other neighborhood events this spring!  
Thanks to Kristin Butz for organizing the Egg Hunt. Thanks to Christine Shiel for the 
initial flower plantings at the dog park, and to many more volunteers who helped with 
rejuvenating the planters along The Plaza’s Midwood Mile. 

It’s easy to see that these events would not be possible without a strong executive 
board and wonderful neighbors. If you are interested in getting more involved, please 
don’t hesitate to call on any of the board members (see roster inside) for info on what 
is in store for this fall and volunteer openings available. Many of them involve free beer! 

The Fall Crawl team is already meeting to begin planning for what we anticipate to be 
the best Crawl yet, although admittedly, it will be hard to top last year.

In closing, I hope you all have a great summer spending time with friends and family 
—whether it be time at the beach, international travel, or joining me in the despair of 
being a Chicago Cubs fan in 2022. I look forward to seeing you all this fall.  

Thanks, 
– Joey

Spirit Staff:
Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager: 
Kristin Butz

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Contributors:
Rev. Garry Baldwin
Mark Blythe
Renee Bradley
Kristin Butz
Beth Dozier
Joey Guy
Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun
Pastor Emily Hartner 
Robbie Hodges
Cindy Kochanek
Neil Mara
Pamela Murray
Larry Nabatoff
Lisa Swayne Proud
Udo Robitsch
Christine Shiel
Jim Truchon
Tanya Wilson

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to 
Kristin Butz at  
kristin.k.butz@gmail.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines:

The Spirit newsletter is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the dead-
line. Copy received after the deadline  
date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2022/23:

FALL ‘22 issue............Sep. 5, 2022 

WINTER ‘23 issue.......Dec. 5, 2022 

SPRING ‘23 issue.......Mar. 5, 2023 

SUMMER ‘23 issue..... Jun. 5, 2023 

2022 PMNA President Joey Guy and his 
wife Elari at the beach.

VISIT
WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

FOR MORE NEWS  
AND INFORMATION ABOUT  

PLAZA MIDWOOD



4

TheSpirit
SUMMER 2022 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org

 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) 2022 BOARD ROSTER:

Joey Guy, President  
& Dog Stations 
Winter Street 
336-963-2656 
joeyguy21@gmail.com

Jim Truchon, Vice President,  
Winter Fling & Web Administration 
Georgia Avenue 
704-995-4124 
jimtr@live.com

Adam Lane, Treasurer 
Masonic Drive 
704-402-0400 
lane.benton@gmail.com

Joshua Fisher, Secretary 
Logie Avenue 
704-591-1751 
jfisher@cmpd.org

Lisa Swayne Proud, Immediate 
Past President, Membership &  
The Spirit 
Georgia Avenue 
704-941-9519  
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Mandy Bean, Schools 
Masonic Drive 
704-302-6702 
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mark Blythe, Home Tour &  
Midwood Gives Back 
The Plaza 
704-807-5288  
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Kristin Krupa Butz,  
The Spirit Ad Sales  
Dunhill Drive 
216-577-6896 
kristin.k.butz@gmail.com

Renee Dial, Marathon Party 
The Plaza 
704-582-3823 
rdial79@gmail.com

Kristen Dyer, Social Media 
Ashland Avenue 
704-654-7555 
k10dyer@gmail.com

Chad Gambrell, Midwood Park  
& Movies in the Park 
Belle Terre Avenue 
336-269-1380 
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Lindsay McCleary, Home Tour 
Tippah Avenue  
724-456-9638 
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com 

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile  
& Adopt A Street 
The Plaza  
704-607-2049  
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Bernie Petit, eNewsletter 
Attaberry Drive 
704-813-5315 
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Christine Sheil, Community Garden 
& Transportation 
Mimosa Avenue 
415-515-8109  
christine.r.sheil@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance 
Ashland Avenue 
706-338-8558 
kgsweat@gmail.com

Wes Turner, Fall Crawl 
The Plaza 
336-830-2105 
weskturner@gmail.com

Tanya Wilson, Land Use &  
Midwood Maynia 
Club Road 
704-957-0610 
Tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio:  
The Spirit Editor 
704-619-1355  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio:  
Yard of the Month 
Tippah Avenue 
704-361-7772 
urobitsch@gmail.com

Brinley Huntley
Broker/Realtor®

Midwood Resident
704.650.1193
brinley@hmproperties.com
hmproperties.com

“Brinley not only had excellent follow up, 
she went the extra mile to do the research 

that we considered above and beyond what 
is normally experienced with an agent. We did
 not know Brinley prior to this home search and 

purchase, but we are so glad we connected 
with her. We cannot recommend Brinley enough 

and will do so every opportunity we have! 

She was awesome in every way!” 

 -- Kent & Deirdre J.
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

Happy Summer everyone! Though it’s starting out as 
a very hot one, I hope you’ll have a chance to enjoy 

being out and about in our lovely neighborhood. It’s so 
nice to be able to gather with family and friends again, and 
even though we still need to be mindful of Covid and follow 
CDC guidelines, it seems like life is starting to resume some 
normalcy again. 

Look for lots of interesting info and great reads in this issue 
of The Spirit. Plaza Midwood says a poignant goodbye to 
yet another neighborhood stalwart and center of commu-
nity life. Thank you Beth Dozier, for telling this story with 
such love and compassion. 

Lisa Swayne Proud is hard at work planning the 50 For 50 
anniversary celebration for the Plaza Midwood Neighbor-
hood Association. As part of the fun, you can participate 
in the Plaques for Plaza program. These gorgeous plaques 
are available for purchase to display at your home. Find 
out more on page 11.

Read a new article from PM’s favorite biking guru, Pam 
Murray, who updates us on how to, when to and where to 
bike around the hood and Charlotte. Look for some com-
mon sense reminders about pet care in hot weather—so 
we can all take the best care of our furry family members. 
And neighbor Robbie Hodge shares his family’s experience 
of going solar for their home, and even their car.

There’s lots more. I hope you’ll enjoy reading it all as 
much as we did putting it together for you. When I say 
we, I want to give a shout out to my “Spirit team.” The 
editorial board for this magazine includes Lisa Swayne 
Proud, Beth Dozier, sales account exec extraordinaire 
Kristin Butz and perhaps one of the most talented graphics 
designers in Charlotte, maybe NC, certainly of any that I 
personally know—Melissa Schropp. Melissa and I go way 
back; we were across-the-street neighbors on Truman 
back in 1996 when she and Greg moved to PM, before 
Jeff and I moved to The Plaza. And even though the rest of 
the team is newer to me, I couldn’t do this without them. 
They make me look good—and I’m ever grateful for all 
their time, input and work to produce what I think is the 
best neighborhood newsletter/magazine in Charlotte. We 
hope you think that too. Enjoy.

All my best, 
Terri

15% off 
Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204

704.335.7288

Espresso
Iced Drinks

Pastries
Gifts

Free WiFi

Pediatric Physical, Occupational, 
Speech and Feeding Therapy, 
CST and Cranial bands. 

A holistic and thorough approach. 
Infants through the early years.

341 north caswell road, charlotte, north carolina, 28204  • 704-379-7773 
carolinakinderdevelopment.com

OFFERING A HOLISTIC APPROACH 
TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT SINCE 2006.

TO VIEW PAST  
ISSUES OF THE SPIRIT, 

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.
ORG/NEWSLETTER.HTML 
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Tippi’s 20 years at Plaza Presbyterian are a snapshot of the 
church’s 115-year history and its significance to the commu-
nity. The church was formed in 1907. It was originally locat-
ed on Pegram Street until 1926, when the congregation met 
for the first time at the corner of The Plaza and Mecklenburg 
Avenue. The Gothic Revival sanctuary was dedicated in 1942. 

The church formed Plaza Presbyterian Weekday School 
in 1973 and maintained it as a ministry for the neighbor-
hood, where it became a cherished pillar for generations of 
children and families for nearly five decades. As the church 
made the difficult decision to close, the school lost its build-
ing and could not find another suitable and affordable space 
in which to operate.

Declining membership paired with a high financial burden 
were the key factors in the church’s decision to close. “Every 
nonprofit needs money to survive,” said Kim Entrekin, the 
most recent director of Plaza Presbyterian Weekday School. 
“Aside from the religion aspect, it’s important to remember 
that churches are nonprofits providing and hosting commu-
nity services such as Room in the Inn, food pantries, Alcohol-
ics Anonymous, Boy and Girl Scouts, tutoring, community 
meetings and more. If you look around at the other church-
es in the area, there are [potentially] several just steps away 
from the same fate as Plaza Presbyterian.”

There won’t be another giant condominium built on that spe-
cial corner of Plaza Midwood—at least not for now. The Plaza 
Presbyterian property is not currently for sale, as the Charlotte 
Presbytery, which governs the denomination’s administrative 
decisions, assesses next steps. Although the church buildings 
need significant repairs, the transitional committee has stated 
that selling the property would be the last resort. With that 
in mind, Kim points out that there’s still time to get involved 
and advocate for the property to remain of service to the 
community in some way—before it’s too late. 

For now, as they mourn its closing and hope for the prop-
erty’s future, Plaza Presbyterian staff and families are also 
pledging to maintain the relationships forged there—just as 
generations of families before them have.

“For me personally, it was the community that made Plaza 
Presbyterian such an incredible place,” said Jane Walton, for-

mer Weekday School director, parent and teacher. Not only 
did the classrooms provide a supportive and playful environ-
ment for children to learn and explore, but the playground 
became a space where, year after year, the ‘Plaza family’—as 
it was always fondly known—would naturally form. Parents 
would gather with their kids after school and build supportive 
connections with one another. The robust community not 
only supported the success of the school, but became, and 
still is, an integral part of our neighborhood’s sense of unity.” 

As former longtime Weekday School director Patti Schigoda 
often said, “Once a Plaza family, always a Plaza family.” The 
school and church might be closed, but it’s clear that the 
impact they made will always remain.

Plaza Presbyterian, continued from cover

Plaza parents reflect on a “Magical Place:”
“Our family will miss riding bikes to school with friends. 
You were always sure to bump into another family on the 
stretch of bike lanes leading up The Plaza. After school let 
out was also another highlight. I can only imagine how 
many other parents have been the ‘playground monster’  
— chasing kids whose smiles are just as big as their 
laughs. I’m forever grateful to the 50 years of teachers and 
parents who helped make Plaza such a special place, and I 
hope my last round of ‘playground monster’ paid justice to 
all those before.” – Wes Turner

“The friends and connections made at Plaza Presbyterian  
Weekday School are precious and have lasted into my 
son’s teen years. The support shown by the staff and 
other families was always supportive and loving. It felt 
like a family.” – Ashley Jimenez 

“Plaza Presbyterian Weekday School has been a magical 
place where children were loved for their individuality, yet 
the spirit of community was always present. Creativity 
and exploration guided the learning experience. Lifelong 
friendships were formed. It was an institution that we will 
miss dearly, but whose heartbeat will live in every family 
who was lucky enough to call it home.” – Lucas Frentzel 

“Plaza was a special place for both my daughters, and 
the friendships formed on that playground were my 
village! Later, when my girls were teens, I returned as a 
teacher—and it was a privilege to provide the same safe, 
loving space to other young families that I’d had for my 
children there as preschoolers. It was very hard to have to 
say goodbye” – Melissa Schropp

“Plaza Presbyterian Weekday School was a place where 
lifelong friendships were made. I will never forget the 
day I met Ms. Patti and toured the school. I knew it was 
where I wanted my children to go because I didn’t want 
to leave. I love all of the directors, teachers, substitutes 
and staff. They have made a huge impact in our lives. 
They are in my heart forever.” – Kristin Simmer 
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE
by Christine Sheil

Observing Nature with a Nature Journal
Nature journals are an incredible STEAM activity. They 
can keep children curious and engaged during the 
summer months, but are also wonderful creative out-
lets for us adults. The open-ended nature of a journal 
allows you to focus on whatever interests you. And 
there are no rules on how to record your observations.

You can write your observations in paragraph form, 
poetry, or as simple descriptive phrases and impres-
sions. You may prefer pictures to words, and keep the writing 
to just the date and place. 

Illustrations can be simple pencil sketches or more elaborate 
watercolor—or even photography if you’re so inclined. Your 
approach may also be different each session. 

Perhaps you’ve found a candy-striped leaf hopper and the vi-
brant blue, pink and yellow has inspired you to sketch with 
colored pencil. Maybe you’ve noticed teeny little bees on one 
flower, and large bumble bees on another, and are curious to 
know if flower shape correlates with different pollinators. 

Or maybe you simply press a fern frond in a page of your 
journal and look up its botanical name and learn more about 
its natural habitat. Observations lead to questions, and ques-
tions inspire learning.

At Midwood Maynia this year, our fellow gardener Celeste 
Chambers reworked our usual scavenger hunt to incorporate 
a nature journal component. The Maynia Nature Discovery 
questions are reprinted below in case you missed it—and 
while these questions were created with the Midwood Park 

Community Garden in mind, they are the types of 
observation-oriented questions that you can ask your-
self or your kids any time you are outdoors, whether 
in your own backyard, in a park or greenway, or in a 
nature preserve. 

You can also use the five senses to get started 
observing:
Sight: What do you see? Maybe you notice a feather 

on the ground, or a brightly colored flower. Or do a mini 
scavenger hunt and look for colors—or count animals or in-
sects.

Hearing: Close your eyes. What do you hear? Can you iden-
tify the source of the sound?

Smell: Can you find something that has a scent? What does 
it remind you of? Leaves, bark, flowers, and mushrooms can 
all be aromatic.

Taste: Can you find something to taste? This one obviously 
requires a grown-up who is knowledgeable about edible 
plants and their identification! There are many plants with 
edible properties and many reputable resources online to 
help you.

Touch: What can you feel? Texture is all around; look for hairy 
stems, soft leaves, or thorns. Even a cool breeze or warm sun-
shine can be part of a nature observation session.

Use these questions to reverse-engineer an optimal garden 
experience for children and adults alike. Involving all five 
senses invites exploration and spending time in nature. 

As you choose new plants and redesign parts of your yard, 
ask yourself, “Do we have edible plants in our garden and 
can we identify them? Do we have aromatic flowers or leaves 
in our garden? What sounds and movement do we have in 
our yard? Are there any plants with interesting textures that 
call for us to reach out and feel them?”

As you take the time to observe nature, you will start to notice 
the rhythms of the seasons, the ebb and flow of flowering 
times and the buzzing activity of bees and other pollinators.

I know I’ll be encouraging my seven-year-old to spend time 
observing nature and keeping track of her observations in a 
journal this summer—and I’m eager to join her! 

I hope you’ll be inspired to re-acquaint yourself with nature, 
with or without little ones in tow. Visit the Community Gar-
den even for a few minutes and smell the mint, look for cat-
erpillars in the pollinator patch, listen to the trickle of the 
brook—especially if we’ve had rain recently, and appreciate 
the natural world that we’re all a part of.

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the 
third Saturday of each month between 9 am and noon. Chil-
dren and youth are welcome!

Happy Observing!

Midwood Park Community Garden 

MMaayynniiaa  NNaattuurree  DDiissccoovveerryy  22002222  

MMOORREE  FFUUNN  OONN  TTHHEE  FFLLIIPP  SSIIDDEE!!  

 

 
 
Midwood Park Community Garden is a certified National Wildlife Federation 

Wildlife Habitat and a Pollinator Pitstop on the Butterfly Highway.  It contains the 

food, shelter, water and places to raise young that animals and insects need.   

 
This nature hunt will lead you through the garden to see all its wonders.  Check off 

what you find and record what you see in your nature journal.  Be gentle if you 

touch and leave the flowers and plants as you found them.  The wildlife needs 

them! 
 
 

 FFlloowweerriinngg  ppllaannttss  ffeeeedd  ppoolllliinnaattoorrss  lliikkee  bbeeeess  aanndd  bbuutttteerrfflliieess..    CCoouunntt  hhooww  mmaannyy  

ddiiffffeerreenntt  fflloowweerrss  ccaann  yyoouu  ffiinndd??  

 AAnn  aanniimmaall  oorr  iinnsseecctt..    WWhhaatt  iiss  iitt  ccaalllleedd??    WWhhaatt  wwaass  iitt  ddooiinngg  wwhheenn  yyoouu  ffoouunndd  

iitt??      

 AAnn  aanniimmaall  oorr  iinnsseecctt  hhoommee..    ((hhoollee  iinn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  oorr  ttrreeee,,  nneesstt,,  wweebb))    WWaass  

aannyyoonnee  aatt  hhoommee??  

 AA  ssttaarr  iinn  tthhee  sskkyy..    HHiinntt::  DDoonn’’tt  llooookk  ddiirreeccttllyy  aatt  tthhiiss  oonnee!!    DDrraaww  aa  ppiiccttuurree  ooff  iitt!!  

 WWaatteerr..      HHiinntt::  IInn  tthhiiss  ggaarrddeenn,,  ttwwoo  bbeeccoommee  oonnee  aanndd  ffoorrmmss  aa  lleetttteerr..  

 SSoommeetthhiinngg  wwiitthh  aann  ooddoorr  oorr  sscceenntt..    ((fflloowweerr,,  hheerrbb,,  ggrraassss))      HHiinntt::  TThhee  rroouunndd  hheerrbb  

ggaarrddeenn  hhaass  mmaannyy  ffrraaggrraanncceess..    RRuubb  aa  ppllaanntt  GGEENNTTLLYY  aanndd  ssmmeellll  yyoouurr  hhaanndd..  

  

  

NNoorrtthh  CCaarroolliinnaa  WWiillddlliiffee  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ((NNCCWWFF))  BBuutttteerrffllyy  HHiigghhwwaayy      

  

NNCCWWFF  CCeerrttiiffiieedd  WWiillddlliiffee  HHaabbiittaatt    

LLeeaarrnn  

mmoorree!!  
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PMNA 50 FOR 50
by Lisa Swayne Proud

PMNA’s 50 for 50 campaign—achieving 50% Membership for our 50th Anniversary next year—is 
starting off with a bang! Our first initiative is donning the neighborhood with Plaza Plaques.

Historic neighborhoods all over the United States show their neighborhood pride by each displaying 
the same plaque or house marker. Plaza Midwood has now joined this beautiful tradition. Home Tour 
participants were the first to receive the Plaza Plaques and they were proudly displayed on Tour.

Neighbors love the plaques and you’ll start to see them on more and more houses in Plaza Midwood. 
To purchase a Plaza Plaque for your home, please visit plazamidwood.org, log into your PMNA account 
and click the Merch button on the homepage. If you’re not a Member, it’s easy to join.

Throughout our 50th year in 2023, we’d like to highlight interesting Plaza Midwood history, facts and 
stories. If you have something fun to share or would like to help with 50th Anniversary initiatives, please email info@plaza-
midwood.org. We’d love to get as many neighbors involved as possible!

PMNA Members as of June 1

Thank you to all of our members for supporting PMNA! The PMNA Board is able to host fun events and implement  
important projects for the neighborhood because of YOU!

If your second household member is not listed, please add them to your account at plazamidwood.org. And if you do not 
see your name on this list of amazing neighbors, please sign up or renew your PMNA Membership at plazamidwood.org.

Jordan Abshire & Amanda
James Acuna & Julie Acuna
Owice Aittaleb & Diana Rowe
Kara Allara 
Bradley Allmendinger & Michelle 
Culbert

Kristen M Anderson & Kristen M 
Anderson

Daniel Andrepont & Valentina 
Cecchi

Meg Annitto 
Garrett Astler & Ashley Love
Erin Atkinson & Shaun Atkinson
Maggie Baldwin & Ben
Stephanie Ballentine 
Rob Balzano & Carolyn Finocchi
Jamie Banks & Steve Lauletta
Catherine Bard 
Sara Barkalow 
Elizabeth Barnes & George 
Knapp

Emily Barnes & Jason Schneider
Jeffrey Barnhart & Lisa Barnhart
Jennifer Barrett 
Chris Barth & Kelsey Barth
Judith Beall & Scott Klefstad
Maggie Bean 
Mandy Bean 
Marian Beane & Marian Beane
Charlotte Beard & Nick Beard
Neal Beasley & Rhonda
Sheila Beattie 
Jennifer Beightley & Kristopher 
Fador

Frank Beyo 
Mindy Biegenwald & Travis 
Myers

Will Bigham & Amanda Bigham
Jeff Blackwell & K.C.

June Blotnick & Doug Sea
Mark Blythe & Angela Blythe
Steve Boehm & Mary
Jenny Boone 
Matt Bosley & Tara Bosley
Pierre Bouvette 
Patrick Bowden & Meghan 
Bowden

Richard Boyd & Shalini Kamodia
Renee Bradley 
Cheryl Brayman 
Mary Katherine Bridgers 
Cecilia Brien 
Gregory Briner & Lorri Briner
Brad Brizendine 
John Broderick & Morgan Coffin
Jennifer Brooks & Daniel Brooks
Michael Brown & Clarkie
Kevin Brown & Kevin Brown
Beth Brown & Robert Wes Brown
Lisa Brown & Tom
Jim Brucker & Deb Brucker
Pat Buff & Chip Buff
Andrew Burns 
Heather Busher & Sean Busher
Christine Butler & Brett Butler
Kristin Butz & Alex Butz
Lydia Calamari & Brett Calamari
Mark Campbell 
Daniel Caple & Rebecca Caple
Zachary Cappello & Lori 
Cappello

Gene Carney & Becky Carney
Carey Carrasquillo & Peter 
Carrasquillo

Jennifer Casebier 
Clifton Castelloe & Michelle
Karl Celis & Rachel Celis
Alexis Chaskey & Levin Chaskey

Tim Cheadle & Faye Cheadle
Aaron Cheiffetz 
Brian Childers & Lauren 
VanDuser

Erica & Chris & Cice & Mann
Jonathan Clardy & Lauren Clardy
Meredith Clement & John 
Clement

John Clinkscales 
Justin Coates & Alyssa Coates
Phoebe Coddington & Phoebe 
Coddington

Karen Colella & Joseph Colella
Robie Collins & Amy Boardman
Kathie Collins 
Michael Condel & Ivey Graham
Chelsea Conley & Joshua Clark
Justine Conner & Ryan Conner
Dana Cook & Samantha Cook
Paul Cookson & James Walsh
Joanne Corbett & Claude Corbett
Emily Corey & Matt Corey
Hamilton Cort & Hamilton Cort
Bill Coxe & Susan Coxe
Laura Jane Craig & Daniel Craig
Matt Cramer & Kristin Cramer
Leigh Creech & Harriet Pharr
Alli Cromartie & James Cromartie
Ivonne Cruz & Russell Greenlees
Andrew Cummins 
Kathleen Cummiskey & JP Correa
Caroline Dallas & Chris Teachout
Philip Dauksys & Kristina 
Dauksys

Jeannine Davila & David Davila
Claudia Day & Carl Prieser
Nick DeFilippo & Dennale
JP Delaney & Candace Delaney
Shelley DeLux & Mark Herman

Katie DeSantis & Ben DeSantis
Camden Devericks 
Catherine Devericks
Renee Dial & Jeff Dial
Stephanie Digh & Karey Digh
Frazer Dobson & Sally Brewster
Barbara Doerflein & Steve 
Doerflein

Adam Doerr & Leah Zanville
Mike Dortch & Elyn Dortch
Rick Doten & Tammi Doten
Dave Dougherty & Anita 
Blanchard

Kerry Dove & Travis Dove
Laura Dudley & Mark Perry
Albert Dulin & Maddy Baer
Robert Dulin 
Kate Durante & Joe Durante
Kristen Dyer & Rich Dyer
Alice Eckenrode & Kevin 
Eckenrode

Larken Egleston
Kim Ehrhart & Rick Ehrhart
Mason Ellerbe & Millice Ellerbe
Amy Elliott 
Karen Estramonte 
Beth Hodges and Ron Everhart 
Douglas Fairbanks & Alison 
Mathews

Michael Farmer 
Laura Favitta & Jeff Favitta
Jennifer Felts & Troy Felts
Andrew Fennell 
Matt Ferguson & Jennifer 
Ferguson

Lina Ferrulli & Daniel Ferrulli
Brady Finklea & Laurie Finklea
Brent Finnell & Lisa Finnell
Marie Finucane & Donald
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Josh Fisher 
Johnathan Fleary & 
Cheyenne Fleary

Jonathan Flehan 
Claudia Flowers & 
Rowanne Joyner

John Flynn & Christine 
Flynn

Michael Fomil 
Tim Foskey & Chris 
Hoover

TJ Fowler & Abby Fowler
Miranda Freeman & 
Austin Freeman

Lucas Frentzel & Adrienne 
Frentzel

Matt Fuller & Kenan Fuller
Jeff Fulton 
Will Funderburg & Eleanor 
Funderburg

Jamie Furr 
Gayle Gage & John
Mary Gallivan & Sean 
Gallivan

Bryce Gamble & Maggie 
Banks

Chad Gambrell & Hannah 
Gambrell

Laura C Gardner 
Diane Gavarkavich & Dan 
Gavarkavich

Karen Geiger & Damon 
Rumsch

Rita Geller & Matt Geller
Jess George & Aaron 
George

Sarah George & Dennis 
Warfle

Sheryl Gerrard & Dave 
Gerrard

Hadia Ghandour & 
Ahmad Ghandour

Daniel Gibbs & Molly 
Gibbs

Sandra Godley 
Ethan Goemann & 
Lindsay Goemann

Mary Gray-Reeves 
Lamont Greene & 
Timothy Belflowers

Jenny Greenspon & 
Michael Greenspon

Caroline Grier & Caroline 
Grier

Marty Griffin 
Jared Grise & Julie Grise
Meaghan Gross & Darren 
Gross

Ethan Grossman 
Lindsay Grove & Brian 
Grove

Melissa Gryspeerdt & Guy 
Gryspeerdt

Phillip Gussman & Joy 
Gussman

Ashly Guthrie & Ian 
Guthrie

Joey Guy & Elari Guy
John Haake 
Michele Hagan & Don 
Hagan

Amy Haines 
Jeremy Hale & Laura Hale
David Hale & Meredith 
Hubbard

Robert Hall & Robert Hall
Kelly Hall 
Ellie Hall 
Cynthia Hancock & 
Dawson Hancock

Laura Handler & Jeff 
Handler

Shawn Harlan & Todd 
Harlan

Tanya Harris & Nelson 
Harris

Paul Hart & Tom Morgan
Scott Hartis & Ginny 
Robbins

Trevor Hartley 
Sarah Hatter & Eddie 
Escobar

Carrie Hayes 
Christine Haynes & Mark 
Wilson

Jane Henderson & Harry 
Lancaster

Allen Hendricks & Amy 
Hendricks

Stephen Hess & Becky 
Hess

Ashley Hess & Garrett 
Hess

Doris Hesse 
Beth Dozier Hessler & 
Greg Hessler

Kelly Hobgood & Ruben 
Arias

Robbie Hodge 
Myrna Hodges & Marilyn 
Morenz

Patricia Massey Hoke & 
John Hoke

Pamela Holley & Kevin 
Holley

Ben Horton & Tarah 
Horton

Mike Hosey & Cyndi 
Hosey

Meg Houilhan & Tom 
Lannin

Evan Houston & Jane 
Houston

Jonathan Hoveland & 
Heather Hoveland

Lisa Howell & James 
Howell

Frank Hruby 
Rick Hudson & Jeremy 
Needham

Kenan Hunt & Kade Watts
Toni Hunter & John Hinter
Brinley Huntley & William 
Huntley

Melissa Hutchinson & 
Jesse Hutchinson

Charles Israel & Leslie 
McCray

Kevin Jackson & Kathryn 
Jackson

Nikki Jackson & Shawn 
Jackson

Vojin Jaksic & Julie Jaksic
Meg Jarboe 
Evan Jarmol 
Nikki Jarrell & Richard 
Jarrell

Vicki Jaus 
Lena Jeal & Graham Jeal
Jay Jeffords & Michelle 
Jeffords

Kelly Jenkins 
Breana Jeter & Kory Jeter
Jackie Johnson & Dan 
Morgan

Daniel Johnson & Emily 
Johnson

Michelle L. Johnson 
Amy Johnson 
Brad Jones & Susan Jones
Travis Jones 
Melissa Jones 
Stephanie Joyce & Ian 
Joyce

Aaron Kaklamanos 
& Starling Johnson 
Kaklamanos

Lizzy Karsten & Michael 
Gude

Lesa Kastanas & Andy 
Kastanas

Elizabeth Kelk & Terri 
Griffin

Martha Keller & Denis 
Hayes

Ellen Kelly 
Lindsay Kelvington & Tom 
Kelvington

Jan Keny & Wes Sturgis
Bill Kerr & Katherine Kerr
Anna Kesler & Stephen 
Kesler

Hatcher Kincheloe & 
Linda

Jeff King & Sarah Martin
Carlene Kingston 
Charles W Kinsey & 
Katherine S Kinsey

Kate Kliebert 
Travis Klingberg 
Dennis Knasel & William 
Bousquet

Seth Knight 
Martha Kniseley & Tim 
Songer

Siobhan Koch & Evan 
Koch

Alexander Kocher & 
Meredith Kocher

Kevin Koza & Megan 
Koza

Sharon Kugelmass 
Fred Lacher & Lorette 
Lacher

Christopher Lakin & 
Audrey Lakin

Jenna Lally & Alex 
Whigham

Ellen Lambert & John 
Lambert

Harry Lancaster & Jane 
Henderson

Danelle Lane & Craig 
Lane

Adam Lane & Tracey 
Carney

Daniel Lang & Shannon 
Connor

Tom Lannin & Meg 
Houlihan, PhD

John Lanze & Margit 
Lanze

Spencer Lassiter 
John Lawrence & Chelsea 
Lawrence

Olivia League & Jake 
Stewart

Eva Lee 
Samantha Lee-Daigle & 
Christiaan Lee-Daigle

Benjamin Lengacher & 
Krista Lengacher

Pete Leskody & Christi 
Minars

Elaine Levi & David Levi
Phoebe Levine & Jerry 
Levine

Shelley Levine & Levine
Janet E Levy 
Cait Lewis & Kevin Lewis
Karen Licciardello & Marty 
Licciardello

Amber Lineback 
Janet Link 
Becky Linsz & Mark Linsz
Paula Little 
Kathryn “Kate” Long 
Jordan Lowery & Corey 
Crowder

Cathy Lucas & Lynn 
Rogers

Catherine Luckenbaugh & 
George Luckenbaugh

Melissa Lyles & Chase 
Lyles

Grant Lyman & Mollie 
Lyman

Shannon Winkler Lynch 
Rebecca R MacNair-
Semands & Steve

Carlin MacNichol 
Amy Maffucci & Andrew 
Maffucci

Deborah Majewski & Dan 
Ward

Emily Malone 
Robin Mara & Neil Mara
Neil Mara & Robin Mara

Ellen Mark & Caylor Mark
Lillie Marshall & Doug 
Marshall

Jude Martin 
Nancy Martin 
Amy Martini & Carlo 
Martini

Rex Marvel & Bonnie 
Marvel

Victoria Mathias 
Gary Mathis & Mark Wells
Jeremy Mathis 
Leigh McAdams 
Jennifer G McAvoy & Bill 
McAvoy

Karen McCallum 
Justin McCann & Kelli 
McCann

Lindsay McCleary & David 
McCleary

Rochelle McColl & Mark 
Wakulik McColl

Meghan McCollough & 
Mark Paulson

Julianne McCollum & Tim 
McCollum

Andrea M McCrary & 
Adam Owensby

Amy McKee & Elliot 
McKee

Bryan McKenzie & John 
Frato Jr.

Beth Mclaughlin & Gary
Carson McLean & Ellen 
McLean

William Medina & Amie 
Medina

Laura Megahee & Jill 
Evans

Kelly Melton & Stephen 
Yakscoe

Kristen Meyers & Harvey 
Meyers

Meghan Michael & John 
Michael

JP Michaud & Laura
Ryan Middleton & Kristen 
Middleton

Timothy P Mikkelsen 
Melissa Miles & Susan 
Shackelford

Christy Miller & Danny 
Miller

Roger Miller & Judith 
Miller

Nicholas Miller & 
Madelynne DeLoach

John Miller & Vicki
Emily Mills & Allen Mills
Maggie Minick & Andrew 
Mikita

Jenny Mixter & Mike 
Ruggieri

Jessica Modeen 
Brittany Moeller & Adam 
Moeller

continues 
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Heather Moeller & Rob Crane
Monty Montague & Kat Cook
Rosemary Morgan & Fielding 
Huseth

Barbara Morgan 
Tracy Mott 
Maisie Mraz & Evan Guest
Satie Munn 
Abby Murray & Joe Adams
Emily Murtiashaw & Jake 
Murtiashaw

Jason Mussetter & Lorrie Calupas
Matthew Muzin & Jenna Nichols
Larry Nabatoff & Kelly 
Katterhagen

Theresa Nardi & Chris Baldwin
Promise Resource Network 
Chad New & Catherine Heitz 
New

Mary Newsom 
Melba Newsome & Melba 
Newsome

Annie Ninemire & Wade
Abby Norfleet 
Heath Osburn & Jennifer Osburn
Phillip Ostwalt 
Caroline Outen & Daniel Outen
Sarah Overcash & Matthew 
Green

Paula Owens & Steve Addison
Katrina Palker & Guy Palker
Thomas Palmer & Robbin 
Palmer

Liz Paradis & Brendan Paradis
Eric Parks & Lindsay Parker
Sandy Parrott & Tommy Parrott
Desiree Partin & Will Partin
Michelle Mallery Patel & Aaron 
Patel

Shyam Patil & Roshni Dubey
Jill Payne 
Michael Pedemonte & Molly 
Pedemonte

Jonathan Peebles & Courtney 
Stallmann

Tesa Peltz & Josh Peltz
Akshay Pendyal & Meredith 
Niess

Bernie Petit & Meghan Petit
Ellen Petticrew & John Northey
Barry Pettinato 
Kathleen Phillips & Don Phillips
Lisa Phocas & Rob Phocas
Elizabeth Pistolesi & Joy Markley
Mallory Pitmman & Zach 
Pittman

Ryan Plessinger & Julie Plessinger
Jenny Plyler 
Melissa Polce & Gabe Libutti
Elisabeth Pordes & Andrew Kott
Lisa Swayne Proud & Tom Proud
Elizabeth Ragland
Ian Rahilly & Reece Rahilly
Sagar Rathie & Devanshi Patel
Matt Raubach & Melanie 
Raubach

Alan Rauch 
Jim Reaver & Amber Reaver
Kelly Reid & Bob Reid
Claire Covington Reilly & Cullan
Caroline Reinke & Luke Reinke
Lita Reyes & Scott Brown
Maggie Ricardo & Joe
Meg Rich & Patrick Rich
Adam Richman & Rebecca
Adam Ricketts & Marissa Ricketts
Ken Riel & Steve Heinecke
Kim Rinehart & Tyler Rinehart
Bradley S Ritter 
Zoe Rives & Tripp Rives
Udo Robitsch & Lisa Springer
Walter Rockhill & Christine 
Rockhill

Katie Rogers & Scott Rogers
Alison Rogers 
Lindsay Rose & Joe Leonard
Diane Rose 
Cara Ross & Malcolm Ross
Camden Rouben & Amelia
Gary Rubin & Katie Rubin
Paula Russo & Rich Mallory
Melissa Saleeby & Patrick 
Saleeby

Dominic Sansotta & Caroline 
Sansotta

Sam Sarris & Amy Sarris
Carol Sawyer & Tom Hanchett
Steve Schang & Angela Schang
Barbara Schick 
Shelly Schoenfeld & Michelle 
Fullerton

Aundrea Scipioni & Marco 
Scipioni

Tate Self & Allison Self
Karen D Sentelle
Greg Shackelford & Hal Ivey
Philip Sharpe 
Christine Sheil & Eoin Sheil
Brooks Shelley & Billy Maddalon
Brian Shirey 
Kate Siegel & Jordan Minutola
Kristin Sjoholm & Gary 
Ruckelshaus

Heather Skelton & Bryan Skelton
Ken Smalley & Pam Smalley
Alicia Smart & Louis Smart
Bill Smith & Amanda Smith
Amanda Smith & Brad Smith
Molly Smith & Matt Smith
Julie Smith & Roy Smith
Hunter Smith & Taylor Smith
Alexis Smith & Tony Alvarez
Anna Snowden & Rob Snowden
Adam Souther 
Randall Sparger 
Mallory Spigel & Dan Stacey
Brooks Stamper & Elizabeth 
Dooley

Gregory Starrett & Martha Catt
Gillian Stearns-Parr & Nicholas 
Parr

Patty Stephenson & David 
Stephenson

Katie Sternowski & Stephen Britt
Theckla Sterrett & Tate Sterrett
Brandy Stigliano & Chris 
Stigliano

Brent Stiles & Emily Barmore
Betty Clark Stocksdale & Steve 
Stocksdale

Chris Stolz & Coty Lee
Jessica Strickland & Seth 
Strickland

Mick Stukes & Rebecca Stukes
Kevin Sweat & Meghan Barnes
Joe Swope & Krista Swope
Julie Tambussi & Nate Pieprzyk
Mary Pell Teden & Dewey Teden
William Teden & Mary Pell Teden
Marit Tharge & Marcus Tharge
Jay Thomas 
Christy Thomaskutty & Meg 
Aronowitz

Mark Thompson & April 
Thompson

Jodi Thompson & Craig 
Thompson

Sara Beth Tindall & Wilson 
Tindall

William R Todd 
Tommy Tomlinson & Alix Felsing
Chandra Torrence & Chandra 
Torrence

Alicia Torres & Mark Leggett
James Truchon & Tracy Truchon
Jay Tryon & Lindsey Tryon
Wes Turner & Brit Turner
Curtis Tutt 
Michael Elliott Van Ness & Alana 
Linn Van Ness

Karen Van Sickler & Chris Braund
Brooke Vertin & Rich Majerus
Jessica Vicknair & Payton 
Vicknair

Leanne Wolf Vollger & Helmuth 
Frank Vollger

Tami von Isakovics 
Elliott Voreis & Kathryn Voreis
Andrew Waaso & Becca Waaso
Linda L Walden 
Morgan Walker & Morgan 
Walker

Frances Walley 
Marlene Warren & Jonathan 
Warren

Jon Warren & Marlene Warren
Tom Warshauer & Andy Dews
Kathryn Watts & Shea Watts
Deborah “Debi” Wayne 
Emmett Weindruch & Elizabeth 
Weindruch

Michael Weinstein & Kathleen 
Curry

Kimberly Wells 
Frank Wenz & Michele Wenz
Stephen Wetherbee & Sarah
Peter Wetzel & Michael Wetzel
Terry White & Kristin White
Jennifer Willson 
Ted Wilson & Bruce Reed
Brad Wilson & Mary Louise 
Wilson

Tanya Wilson 
Adam Winters & Chelsea Winters
Kari Winters 
Greg & Judy Wittman 
Ruth B. Woodend & Ruth B. 
Woodend

Westley Workman & Charisse 
Workman

Christina Wright & John Smail
Landon Wyatt & Mary Hadley 
Wyatt

Mark Yencsko & Amanda 
Yencsko

Will Young & Abby Littrell
Emily Zarbatany & Paul
Julie Zawislak 
Lisa Zerkle & Andy Zerkle
David Zoller & Becca Zoller

JOIN OR RENEW  
YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND

SUPPORT PMNA!
PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG 
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NEW PM PLAQUES PROUDLY ON DISPLAY
Where will you put yours?
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MIDWOOD MILE PLANS 
Model Native Garden Planned for Monument

By Neil Mara

There’s more than beautification on the minds of the 
Midwood Mile Committee these days. Namely, the ad-

vantages of using native plant species.

As part of the plan to make the neighborhood’s gateway, 
The Plaza, look more attractive, the group is working on 
its next project. It’s a plan to surround the Plaza Midwood 
stone monument with an array of native wildflowers, grass-
es and shrubs designed to make this a focal point of a mile-
long linear park—and to turn this into one model of a na-
tive plant garden with a more formal plan than other plots 
along the median.

“Native plants are the keystone to a healthy environment,” 
said Larry Nabatoff, who heads the Midwood Mile Com-
mittee. “Our goal is to beautify with these important and 
essential plants, sharing the beauty of our native species 
while improving the habitat for insects and birds.”

The monument plantings are the latest in a series of ef-
forts to improve and manage this mile-long stretch of The 
Plaza that attracts so much pedestrian traffic. These projects 
range from the gorgeous flower bulb plantings two years 
ago… to the cool Love-themed mural on the bike lane… to 
the impressive new terra-cotta look of the planters spaced 
along that path. More recently, two plots on the median 
were seeded with test mixtures of native grasses and wild-
flowers to determine which plants are best suited for sunny, 
hot sections, and which are more shade-tolerant.

For the monument garden, plantings will include swaths of 
native grasses, perennials, and herbaceous shrubs that will 
evolve with the seasons, according to Brian Bennett, one 
of two landscape architects and residents working on this 
project. Better suited to the region and more drought tol-
erant than non-native plant species, this planting will also 
provide a wildlife and pollinator habitat. The design will 
feature seasonal flowering, fall color, and winter interest in 
the form of fruit, grass and perennial seed heads, as well as 
the showy bark and form of the deciduous shrub materials. 
This planting is projected for the fall, following city approv-
als. Specific species may vary depending on availability of 
the best seeds at that time.

But there’s also a long-term rational at work in the group —
which includes landscape architect Aya Miyakoda and Will 
Ruark of the Catawba Lands Conservancy.

The hope is that, as various native plants are tried at vari-
ous locations, the different plots will merge over time into 
a linear garden that will become a destination for visitors 
and residents, and an urban oasis for insects and wildlife. As 
various plant species emerge, flower and change over time, 
the group will keep everyone informed of the garden’s evo-
lution so that this stretch of street also becomes an educa-
tional resource for the neighborhood, and even the city.

Ideally, the group hopes this will inspire Plaza Midwood 

L to R: Larry Nabatoff, Aya Miyakoda  
and Brian Bennett seeding native  
plants recently on The Plaza

residents to adopt these same native plant species and 
techniques in their own yards, spreading the environmen-
tal benefits further.

Plans for the new median plantings
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historicplazamidwood

3209 COUNTRY CLUB DR

SOLD $130,000 OVER ASKING

$1,325,000

1820 DEARMON DR

SOLD $120,500 OVER ASKING

$1,115,500

1424 NANDINA ST

UNDER CONTRACT IN 4 DAYS

$649,900

1330 PECAN AVE

SOLD $71,000 OVER ASKING

$920,000

1611 T IPPAH PARK C T

REPRESENTED BUYER

$600,000

1400 NASSAU BLVD

UNDER CONTRACT IN 2 DAYS

$599,500

3041 S IMPSON DR

REPRESENTED BUYER

$855,760

1904 DEARMON DR

SOLD $45,500 OVER ASKING

$645,000
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MIDWOOD MAYNIA 2022
Wrap Up and Thank Yous

By Jim Truchon

It was great to have Midwood Maynia back after a two-year Covid hiatus. The 
2022 event most fittingly opened with a performance from the St. John Ukrai-

nian Church to show support for the relief efforts for those affected by the war 
in Ukraine. The crowd enjoyed more great music all day long—ending with an 
encore performance by Midwood’s favorite sons, The Loose Lugnuts.

It was a beautiful day in Midwood Park with tasty eats from several food trucks 
and sweet treats from Two Scoops Creamery. Resident Culture Brewing and 
The Bohemian Wine Bar were also on hand with refreshing beverages. I have 
no doubt that all the kids slept soundly that night after spending the day in 
three different bounce houses and at storytime with our CMS Library staff. If 
you had a chance to browse through Vendor Village, you saw some amazing 
local artists and their crafts. 

All in all, it was a wonderful day—and such a delight to gather again. We were excited to bring the event back and are 
already thinking about how we can make it even better next year. Thank you to all the volunteers that make this event hap-
pen and to all the neighbors and visitors who came out to enjoy this uniquely Plaza Midwood event.

Many thanks to Jeff King and Ken Riel, title sponsors of Maynia and the Home and Garden Tour, respectively. Their support, 
and that of the many other sponsors listed here, make this celebration of spring possible. We couldn’t do it without them!

2022 MAYNIA SPONSORS 
Many thanks to these organizations that fund Maynia and 
support PMNA all year long.  Please show your support by 
patronizing these local businesses. 

TITLE Sponsor:  

Platinum Sponsors:  
•  PMNA  •  Scott Hartis Property Experts  •  Ken Riel, 
Compass  •  The Bohemian Wine Bar  •  Resident Culture  
•  Lending Scout

Silver Sponsor: Metrographics 

2022 HOME & GARDEN TOUR SPONSORS 

TITLE Sponsor:  

Platinum Sponsors:  
•  Genevieve Williams  •  Scott Hartis Property Experts   
•  Jeff King, Savvy & Co.  •  Habitude Interiors  •  Stirling 
Group Inc.

Gold/Home Sponsors: •  Birdsong Brewing  •  The Bohemian   
•  Chinoiserie Squirrel  •  The Culture Shop  •  The Giddy Goat  •  
Marrakech Connection  •  Milkbread  •  Moxie Mercantile  •  Nectar  
•  NoDa Brewery  •  Oakdale Greenhouses  •  Pizza Peel  •  RePour @ 
Innovation Barn  •  The Royal Tot  •  Summit Coffee  •  Summit  
Seltzer  •  Supperland  •  Table & Twine  •  Three Olives Vodka   
•  Wendy Swanson Acupuncture & Yoga

GENERAL FESTIVAL RECOGNITION 
•	 Jimmy Pearls, Vegan Rich, Snow Your Roll, BW Sweets 

and Schudelteig Bakery for fabulous eats 

•	 Two Scoops Creamery for ice cream in the park

•	 Resident Culture Brewing and The Bohemian Wine Bar 
for refreshing beverages 

•	 Lauren Mullins and the PM Library for storytime and fun

•	 All our friends at CMPD and the officers who spent the 
day with us 

•	 Charlotte Mecklenburg Parks & Recreation 

•	 The Community Garden Group for the Plant Swap and 
Kids Scavenger Hunt

•	 All the wonderful artisans, craftsmen and vendors who 
participated 

•	 The PMNA Board of Directors – and all their hard work 
to make Maynia happen 

OUR GENEROUS NEIGHBORS WHO OPENED 
THEIR HOMES, GARDENS AND BUSINESSES 

•  Alex Griswold & Talla Rittenhouse  •  Mike & Alana 
Estramonte  •  Carlo & Amy Martini  •  Katie Archer   
•  Andrew Diamond and Wendy Swanson  •  Richard & 
Kristin Dyer  •  Jon & Kristen Wile  •  Jason & Johanna 
Cathey  •  JP & Laura Michaud  •  Jeff & Renee Dial   
•  Jeff Tonidandel & Jamie Brown

continues 
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RECENT Midwood SALES

GENEVIEVE WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE |  704.774.8686  |   1200 The Plaza  |   Charlotte, NC 28205  |   GWCLT.com    

1321 St. Julien St.
3 BED/1 BATH • $603,504

2127 The Plaza
2 BED/2 BATH • $542,500

1726 The Plaza
4 BED/1.5 BATH • $854,000

1420 Thomas Ave.
3 BED/2 BATH • $625,000

SOLD (BUYER REP) SOLD

SOLD SOLD

We are proud to be your trusted28205 Neighborhood Experts!

HOME TOUR SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
•	 The Home Tour Crew: Renee Bradley, Mark and Angela 

Blythe, Lindsay McCleary, Tracy Truchon, Talla Ritten-
house

•	 Charlotte Joy Rides for providing free bicycles and bike 
racks

•	 All the tour sponsors who provided food, beverages 
and treats at all the homes

•	 The many volunteers who checked tickets, watched 
over the homes, and helped serve treats for home 
sponsors

PET PARADE SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
•	 The Vine Church and Rev. Dr. Susan Heafner-Heun for 

a place to gather and the blessing of the pets

•	 Neighbors along the route who offered water, treats 
and encouragement

MIDWOOD MUSIC IN THE PARK 

•  St. John Ukrainian Church  •  Queen City Jazz Trio  
•  Mike Strauss Band  •  School of Rock House Band  •  
Ancient Cities  •  Midwood’s favorite sons – The Loose 
Lugnuts

YOUR MAYNIA 2022 COMMITTEE 

Joey Guy: PMNA President

Jim Truchon and Tanya Wilson: Maynia Co-Chairs

Renee Bradley and Mark Blythe: Home Tour Co-Chairs

Garrett Ladue: Maynia Music Chair 

Lisa Swayne Proud: Pet Parade Chair 

Terri Lynch:  Logo Design

Melissa Schropp: Home Tour Ticket and Signage Design  
& Production

Terri Arrowood: Communications & Media Outreach 

WANT YOUR HOME  
FEATURED ON THE 2023

HOME&GARDEN TOUR?
 CONTACT US AT 

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG!
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It’s official! The Independent Picture House opened to the 
public Friday, June 22.

Brad Ritter, director of the theatre, noted, “The past two 
years have been an unforgettable journey I will cherish for-
ever. On June 12, 2020, I and two other board members 
[of the Charlotte Film Society] stepped into what is now 
the home of independent film in Charlotte—4237 Raleigh 
Street in the Trailhead District.”

The opening of the Indie marks a milestone in the city— 
Charlotte’s first ever three-screen nonprofit cinema. The 
arthouse provides a place to gather with friends and others 
to enjoy a communal bond through film. The goal of the 
nonprofit is to offer the latest in independent film while 
focusing on their “3 E’s:” Educate, Enable and Engage the 
community.

To find out what’s playing and learn more about other 
programming, visit the website, www.independentpicture-
house.org. You can also check out their Facebook page.

From the staff of The Spirit and the PMNA board of direc-
tors, we say, “Well done, Brad and crew! We wish you all the 
best and many years of success!”

INDEPENDENT PICTURE HOUSE OPENS

Independent Picture House exterior and interior photos 
courtesy Laurie Smithwick
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As Interest 
Rates Rise...

Residential prices that have been 
on the rise for the last several 
years will start to �atten. Find out 
how we can help you maximize 
your pro�t with the Perfect 
Transition Process.

The amount of time it takes your 
house to sell will begin to slow 
down. Let us help get you ahead 
of the market shift.  

The number of offers you receive 
will decrease. Some buyers will 
be priced out of the market due 
to rates. Get more offers with 
EXP® Express Offers.

Considering selling in 2022? 
Download the Perfect Transition 
Process to get started today.

Plaza Midwood’s Certi�ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialist™

Scott Hartis Broker/Realtor® NC & SC | (704) 756-7862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com 
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Make me one of the Brokers you interview for this all-important job and I will show
you how we do it!

704-661-3173 www.RobertDulin.com Robert@RobertDulin.com

Dulin and Associates provided excellent Seller-focused expertise and detailed attention that made 
our selling process not only successful, but financially rewarding. We couldn't be happier with our 
experience!

“ “

- Gregg and Jo Ellen Hill, 1920 Winter Street

We are in a SHIFT in the real estate market. 
A combination of fast-rising interest rates and prices, inflation, and a major correction in the stock market is having a 
chilling effect on Buyers and on consumer confidence and consciousness.
Correctly pricing your home right now is more critical than ever. Pricing it too high could very well cost you tens of 
thousands of dollars. Price it too low and you may leave money on the table.
CCorrect pricing in this shifting market requires SKILL, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE. These qualities I offer you. In 37 
years in the business my Sellers have been successful in every kind of market - up, down, and in-between. 
Thinking of selling? I can help you succeed! You CAN be successful in this shifting market! But this is not a time for 
amateurs. This is a time for Professionals to stand out and shine!

APRIL ~ 2127 The Plaza,  
Home of Mike Nicholson
Featuring an English garden effect lined with 
over 100 boxwoods, this front lawn also 
includes Japanese Pine trees and river rocks. 
And in homage to the side street, the newly 
planted Mimosa tree at the corner of the yard 
is expected to bloom soon.

MAY ~ 1720 The Plaza,  
Home of Gary Mathis & Mark Wells
The award-winning plot is actually the bike 
lane planter at 1720 The Plaza. It represents 
and honors the outstanding work of Gary 
Mathis and Mark Wells, who along with 
Renee Bradley, led the months-long effort to 
redo all 60 bike lane planters along The Plaza.

JUNE ~ 3044 Simpson Drive,  
Home of the Ross family
The Rosses spend many evenings and weekend 
mornings walking throughout the neighbor-
hood, enjoying the homes, yards and parks—
and that inspired them to create a lovely 
landscape… bringing their vision to life in their 
first house and contributing to the overall curb 
appeal of the area.

YARD OF THE MONTH for April, May and June

Gary Mathis, Mark Wells  
and Renee Bradley with an  
updated planter at 1720 The Plaza 2127 The Plaza 3044 Simpson Drive
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Some of our Services are:
Financial Planning
Insurance 
Investments
Retirement Planning

As Charlotte’s premier financial advisor, JHG is 
proud to be in business for over 26 years. 

Working together, we can design an individualized 
“blueprint” for organizing and managing your 
financial life. We are committed to helping you 
implement the appropriate financial decisions 
that could positively impact your future.

1370 Briar Creek Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 536-3423 
www.jhgfinancial.com 

“A house that has character stands  
a good chance of growing more valuable as 
it grows older...Buildings like people must 
first be sincere, must be true....” 

 ~Frank Lloyd Wright
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BIKING AROUND PLAZA MIDWOOD
by Pamela Murray

Bike Miles ridden: 65,000. If I can do it, so can you. 
Come ride with me!
Hello! If you’re new to the neighborhood, I’m the person 
riding my bike every day. Perhaps I said hi to you or rang 
my bell if you were walking. I am a fervant cycling advo-
cate—we are so centrally located, we can ride just about 
anywhere in Charlotte. I’ve ridden as far as Carolina Place, 
Lake Wylie, UNCC, Huntersville, Belmont, White Water Cen-
ter, the airport, Sherman Branch Mountain Biking Trails and 
everywhere in between from my home in Plaza Midwood.

I hope you’ve been riding too. I’ve been enjoying all the 
beautiful flowers and trees in our neighborhood. The tulips 
on Midwood, the cherry trees, camellias and peonies on 
Belvedere, and so many others along the way during my 
summer bike rides.

Ride This Summer

Summer riding does require a bit of planning. You’ll want to 
ride in the morning or evening and avoid the heat of mid-
day if possible. Be sure to have water or drinks with electro-
lytes on hand so you can hydrate frequently. Dress for the 
temperature; lightweight materials with wicking properties 
will help you stay cooler and more comfortable. And watch 
the road conditions—tarmac can melt in extreme heat. Just 
be aware of the temperature and weather and you can en-
joy summer riding as much as any other time.

Reduce Your Car Trips

I enjoy seeing more and more people riding their bikes ev-
ery day. Despite the restrictions we’ve all experienced over 
the last couple of years, I’ve continued riding my bike for all 
local trips and try to minimize ordering online so that I can 
support local businesses. I generally make one car trip per 
week—to the Regional Farmers Market on Yorkmont Road 
each Saturday. All other trips are done by bike. 

Need a Refresher?

If you haven’t ridden in a while or are new to cycling, come 
take a Cycling Savvy class sometime; it can help you im-
prove your skills and riding experience. I generally teach 
once a month. Cycling Savvy is a three-part course of three-
hour sessions. Part 1 is classroom on Zoom. Part 2 is out-
doors, usually at Midwood Baptist Church by the park. Part 
3, we ride – leaving from Gumbo. Check out upcoming 
courses at https://cltspok.es/CSCLT.

Let Me Help You Out

•	 Need a bike? I have a bike library! Check one out and 
see how you like it.

•	 Route planning is key. Need a route? Let me know and I’ll 
plan one for you. We can even ride together to try it out.

•	 Join our Ride with GPS Club account at https://cltspok.
es/Ride and take a look at some of my routes. When 
you join the Club account, you can then use voice 
navigation on all the club account routes. 

•	 Here’s a link to a collection with greenway routes: 
https://cltspok.es/greenways. 

Ride Your Bike—Get Benefits

Check out Bike Benefits. This program is growing and get-
ting better all the time. Ride your bike, show your sticker 
and get your benefits. Stickers are available at most loca-
tions. Look on the Bicycle Benefits.org website and look for 
the sticker icon. New additions in Plaza Midwood include 
Ace #3, Snooze and Summit on The Plaza. Go to https://
cltspok.es/BikeBenefits for the complete list of businesses.

Come Ride With Me

Join me on a Tuesday at 8 pm. We leave from Common 
Market to ride the Plaza Midwood Tuesday Night Ride 
(PMTNR). We ride year round—rain or shine. The ride is 
never cancelled. We are still in pandemic mode which 
means there is no 10-mile stop but we’ll add that back 
when we can. We do regroup about every 2 miles and we 
welcome everyone on all bikes. Come see the city in a dif-
ferent way. It’s quiet, serene and intimate. Kind of like rid-
ing to your friend’s house when you were a kid. 

Important Resources

Plaza Midwood Tuesday Night Ride: https://www.facebook.
com/PMTNR

Founder, CLT Spokes People: http://cltspokespeople.org/ 

Instructor, Cycling Savvy: https://register.cyclingsavvy.org/
findaclass 

Director, NC Bicycle Benefits: http://bb2.bicyclebenefits.org 

Pamela Murray is bicycling enthusiast who lives in Plaza Mid-
wood at 2415 Belvedere Avenue. Reach her at pamlikestobike@
gmail.com or 980.288.4801

JOIN US ON THE

PMTNR!
PLAZA MIDWOOD TUESDAY 

NIGHT RIDE 8PM
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NEIGHBORS
MAKE THE

BEST
REALTORS®

We live and work in 28205.
That not only makes us experts, it means
we care.

Let us get you connected with the
right neighborhood agent for you.

704-302-4464

hello@nestlewoodrealty.com

nestlewoodrealty.com

1111 Central Avenue #230

BOBBY KATIE

PAUL

RODNEY

WILLIAM

MIKEDOUGLAS

MEL
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100 Queens Road | allegacy.org/Charlotte | 704.817.9330

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

It’s good to be
  here with you!

We’re open 
just around the corner.

Allegacy is excited to be
part of this community and to 

provide a full range of personal 
and business banking services. 

We’re here to help you
make the most of your

fi nancial wellbeing.

Visit our Queens Road 
Financial Center and join today!

ALL-CLT grand opening _spirit ad_7x4.375.indd   1ALL-CLT grand opening _spirit ad_7x4.375.indd   1 6/3/22   12:23 PM6/3/22   12:23 PM
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HISTORIC DISTRICT UPDATE
Late Mid-Century Architectural Styles & Types

by Cindy Kochanek

Walking around Plaza Midwood, do you ever wonder 
about the different house types and styles and how 

they all came about? Plaza Midwood includes a variety of 
architectural styles and house types. This should come as no 
surprise since the neighborhood originally started around 
the early 1900s. 

The next few newsletter articles will be dedicated to high-
lighting the diversity of architectural styles and types found 
throughout Plaza Midwood, starting with the late mid-20th 
century. Like many regions around the country, in Charlotte 
some architectural styles and house types may have been 
built earlier or later than the stated popular date ranges.

The later mid-20th century architectural styles and types in-
clude the Split-Level, Bi-Level, Ranch, and American Small 
House. While various revival styles, like the Colonial Revival, 
were popular in Plaza Midwood and continued to be built 
into the later part of the mid-20th century, these will be cov-
ered in more detail in future articles as most were built earlier. 

The four covered here are more house types than true archi-
tectural styles. House or building types refer to the plan or 
layout of the structure, including its shape, the number of sto-
ries, and if there is a specific floor plan that defines the type—
like with the American Foursquare’s four-over-four rooms. 

Architectural style is mainly distinguished by special char-
acteristics of the building or applied ornamentation, like a 
steeply pitched roof, a prominent chimney, masonry con-
struction and half-timbering often found in combination on 
a Tudor Revival house. The Split-Level, Bi-Level, Ranch, and 
American Small House types were often simply styled or 
took cues from previous or concurrent architectural styles.

The Split-Level and Bi-Level house types do not make an 
appearance in Plaza Midwood as most of the streets that 
make up the district were built out by the time these styles 
became popular. The Split-Level house (1950-1975) has a 
two-level arrangement in part of the house and a single 
main level in the rest with a footprint like that of a smaller 
Ranch house. The two parts typically have separate roofs 
often facing opposite directions, and the materials often 
differ between the upper level versus the main and lower 
levels. 1438 Dean Street in Oaklawn Park is an example of 
a Split-Level house. 

The Bi-Level (1950-1975) is a full two-story dwelling under 
a continuous roof with the main entrance in between the 
two levels so that when you enter the building you must 
immediately go up or down to reach the living spaces.

The Ranch (1950-1970) is a horizontally oriented, sprawl-
ing single-story building. The Ranch house often has large 
picture windows and a simple gable or hip roof with a low 

pitch. Frequently this house type has wide eaves, a linear 
floor plan, and features an attached carport or garage. Out-
door living is emphasized with large glassy doors that lead 
to patios or decks. An example of this house type is located 
at 1927 The Plaza. This house type can be found in a range 
of styles from the contemporary to Colonial Revival.

The American Small House (1945-1965) is a compact one 
or one-and-a-half story house with three to five rooms that 
became widespread due in part to meet the increased 
post-war housing demand. This house type is differentiated 
from the later Ranch house in that it is smaller and typically 
squarer in plan. 

The American Small House is often styled with Colonial Re-
vival, Cape Cod or English Cottage/Tudor Revival elements. 
In Plaza Midwood, 1614 Belle Terre Avenue and 1842 The 
Plaza are examples of this house type.

As always, please feel free to contact HDC staff if you have 
any questions on specifics relating to architectural styles 
and building types or any other questions or concerns re-
garding the Plaza Midwood Local Historic District. 

HDC staff can be reached at charlottehdc@charlottenc.gov. 
Check out social media posts on Facebook and Instagram 
@cltplanning.

SAVE THE DATE:
PMNA Quarterly Meeting

Wednesday, July 27

VanLandingham Estate

6:30 – 7 PM: Pre-meeting Mixer

7 - 8 PM: Meeting

Join the PMNA board members and your neighbors 
for a quarterly update on all things PM. Learn what’s 
coming up on the event calendar, new neighborhood 
projects, and engage with community leaders at the 
July meeting.

Come meet our new CMPD community coordinator, 
Officer K. Moore. Look for information about dog park 
improvements. And more.

Our featured speaker for this meeting will be Daniel 
Levine from Levine Properties who will discuss the Julien 
II project on Commonwealth Avenue.

Don’t miss this opportunity to engage directly with the 
leaders who have the info and the answers!
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
We are lucky in Plaza Midwood to have several faith options from which to choose. Our churches are active and involved 

in our neighborhood. We are pleased to provide calendar and event information from our faith community.

While health protocols are relaxing and in-person gather-
ings are allowed again, please stay abreast of current situa-
tions in the event this changes. Check with your church or 
organization for details on any service or event.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1900 The Plaza
•	 Weekly Calendar:  

•	 Sunday Worship Service:  11 am.  

•	 LITTLE FREE PANTRY: Please donate non-perishable 
wrapped/canned food items, personal care products 
and paper products.

•	 Active Reading Workshop along with Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Library: Wednesday, August 5, 5 – 6:30 
pm. Register at www.signupgenius.com/go/families-
read.

•	 Tutoring Outreach with a CMS Literacy Tutor: August 
1 – 5 and 8 – 12,  8 am till 1 pm. Tutoring with a CMS 
literacy tutor for rising 1st through 5th graders. Follow 
the Facebook page for more information closer to the 
event.

CHARLOTTE PRIDE PARADE: Sunday, August 21. Holy Trin-
ity will be marching in the parade; anyone is welcome to 
walk (or ride) along. Reach out to the church office at lov-
ingnotjudging@gmail.com for more information.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program 
or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.
htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
•	 Weekly Calendar: 

•	 Small Group Bible Studies: 9:45 am. For all adults 
and children.

•	 Sunday Morning Worship Services: 11 am, every 
Sunday. 

	 If you aren’t ready to worship in person, services will 
continue to be available on Facebook Live @Mid-
woodBaptist.

•	 Parents’ Day Out Ministry for Plaza Midwood.  
Midwood Baptist is offering this ministry to provide a 
safe, nurturing place for preschoolers to grow spiritually, 
physically, cognitively, emotionally, and socially—focus-
ing on developmental and age-appropriate activities, 
while providing a spiritual foundation. References avail-
able on request.

	 Registration forms and other information are available 
on the church website under the Children’s tab.

	 For any further questions, email Director Cheryl Bald-
win at midwoodpreschool@gmail.com.

For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or 
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.
org or call 704.376.8944.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community 
2101 Belvedere Avenue
•	 Weekly Calendar:

•	 Sunday Worship Service:  Sundays, 11 am. Starting 
April 24

•	 Other Opportunities:  Find more online at Facebook/
Instagram/thevineplaza.com.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at 
TheVineCharlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348.  
Pastor Susan is always available for conversation, spiritual 
direction and connection. Call the church or email susan@
thevinecharlotte.com.

RECYCLE CORNER
by Jim Truchon

Many people will agree that recycling is a useful pro-
cess for conserving resources and reducing waste. If 

something can be recycled, why not do that instead of just 
throwing it out? 

Mecklenburg County makes that easy for us by providing 
curbside recycling. While the service is convenient, you 
must still do your part by only putting acceptable items in 
the bin. 

Items that are in the bin and cannot be recycled will inter-
fere with the single stream system and may damage the 
machinery or slow the processing. This is the first in a se-
ries of quick tips on what should or should not go into the 
green curbside bin.

The first item that we will mention is plastic bags. If you 
collect your recycling in a plastic bag, do not put that bag 
in the green bin. Dump the contents of the bag in the bin 
and then reuse or throw away the bag. 

Grocery bags, zip-loc bags, ANY plastic bags do not go 
in the bin. Plastic bags jam up the sorting machines and 
require them to be shut down to be removed.

As you consider what to put in the bin remember the slo-
gan “When in doubt, leave it out.”

continues 
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Let’s all do our part to Recycle Right!

For a comprehensive list visit the Mecklenburg.gov website, 
What Can and Can’t be Recycled Curbside! (mecknc.gov)

Here is a short but interesting video about how Mecklen-
burg processes the recycling:

https://youtu.be/8BNc5vTx_64.

If you have any comments or suggestions for this feature, 
please email us at info@plazamidwood.org.

GOING SOLAR IN PLAZA MIDWOOD
by Robbie Hodges

When I was young, I always noticed small ads for solar-
powered items and chargers in the back of science 

magazines. The concept was something that really intrigued 
me. Powering an electric device from sun rays—amazing!

Fast forward roughly thirty years, and I can now say my 
entire house is powered by those sun rays. 

I’m sure you’ve seen them around the neighborhood—the 
large, rectangular black panels adorn many of our neigh-
bors’ homes. Our first house in the neighborhood in 2016 
had a sloped north-facing roof with heavy tree coverage 
which wasn’t solar-friendly. Then our expanding family re-
quired us to purchase a new home. Luckily, we landed an-
other one in the neighborhood in 2020, and this one has 
the perfect slightly sloped south-facing roof for solar. Time 
to harness the power of the sun!

During the peak of the pandemic, I started the sales and 
quoting process. The number of companies, unfamiliar ter-
minology, and overall newness was a bit overwhelming at 
first. Every representative was super informative, helping me 
understand the concept along with specifying the system 
needs based on previous power bills. After many quarantine 
strolls (Wow, we walked a ton back then!) contemplating 
the overall value and possibilities with my wife, she finally 
said, “You’re passionate about this—just make it happen.”

Two months later, a full crew of installers arrived at our 
home. Thirty-six panels were dropped off and were slowly 
lifted onto the roof. Each one garnered more excitement as 
I watched them attach the panels to the tracks secured to 
the roof. One day later, we had a full array absorbing the 
sun—but not generating power just yet! Duke Energy had 
to come out and do a final inspection before the switch 
would be flipped. 

I spent the next couple of weeks staring at the dormant pan-
els—eager to find out how much power they could really 
make. Finally, a Duke inspector showed up. A couple of min-
utes later, we were live and online. My roof was and is gener-
ating power. Hilariously, this is the most exciting (yet boring) 

part of the experience. The panels are passive and look no 
different than before we flipped the switch. Though now 
they are powering our home and even feeding the grid! 

Currently, our array has been live for over a year. During this 
period we covered 94% of our total power usage. At one 
point we were actually over 100%. When we saw that, we 
knew it was the right time to pick up an electric vehicle. My 
car now also gets almost all of its “gas/energy” from our 
solar panels. 

So, isn’t solar expensive? Yes. Solar is a large investment. 

The beneficial part of the process is currently there are 
some major incentives to offset that cost. I was able to get 
Duke Energy to cover $6000 and we received a 26% Fed-
eral Tax Credit based on the total cost of the system. With 
those credits and some low-interest financing, our monthly 
loan payment mimics our previous power bill. The real perk 
here is that eventually that loan gets paid off and these 
panels become energy-producing assets. 

My childhood goals were to power a Walkman or Gameboy 
without batteries. “Kid me” would be mindblown to know 
eventually our lights, air conditioning, computers, refrigera-
tors, and even car are now fully solar-powered.

Solor Panels adorn the roof of Robbie Hodges’ Midwood home, supplying 
over 90% of their power usage.

Recycle Corner, continued
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OUR PETS ARE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY
Hot Weather Care Reminders

Several of our neighbors have asked The Spirit to include some hot weather care tips for our pets. This spring and summer 
have been especially hot, much earlier than usual. So we can anticipate that we will continue to experience much more 

hot and humid weather for the next few months. 

We all want to take the best care of our furbabies. And though these are generally common sense, it’s always good to have 
reminders. This info was compiled by the ASPCA (aspca.org).

•	 Visit the vet for a spring or early-summer checkup. 
Make sure your pets get tested for heartworm if they 
aren’t on year-round preventative medication.

•	 Pets can get dehydrated quickly, so give them plenty 
of fresh, clean water when it’s hot or humid outdoors. 
Make sure your pets have a shady place to get out of 
the sun. Be careful not to over-exercise them, and keep 
them indoors when it’s extremely hot.

•	 Know the symptoms of overheating in pets, which 
include excessive panting or difficulty breathing, 
increased heart and respiratory rate, drooling, mild 
weakness, stupor or even collapse. Symptoms can also 
include seizures, bloody diarrhea and vomit along with 
an elevated body temperature of over 104 degrees.

•	 Animals with flat faces, like Pugs and Persian cats, are 
more susceptible to heat stroke since they cannot pant 
as effectively. These pets, along with the elderly, the over-
weight, and those with heart or lung diseases, should be 
kept cool in air-conditioned rooms as much as possible.

•	 NEVER leave your animals alone in a parked vehicle. 
Not only can it lead to fatal heat stroke, it is illegal in 
many states!

•	 Do not leave pets unsupervised around a pool—not all 
dogs are good swimmers. Introduce your pets to water 
gradually and make sure they wear flotation devices 
when on boats. Rinse your dog off after swimming to 
remove chlorine or salt from his fur, and try to keep 
your dog from drinking pool water, which contains 
chlorine and other chemicals.

•	 Open unscreened windows pose a real danger to pets, 
which often fall out of them. Keep all unscreened 
windows or doors in your home closed, and make sure 
adjustable screens are tightly secured.

•	 Feel free to trim longer hair on your dog, but never 
shave your dog: The layers of dogs’ coats protect 
them from overheating and sunburn. Brushing cats 
more often than usual can prevent problems caused 
by excessive heat. And be sure that any sunscreen or 
insect repellent product you use on your pets is labeled 
specifically for use on animals.

•	 When the temperature is very high, don’t let your dog 
linger on hot asphalt. Being so close to the ground, 
your pooch’s body can heat up quickly, and sensitive 
paw pads can burn. Keep walks during these times to a 
minimum.

•	 Commonly used rodenticides and lawn and garden 
insecticides can be harmful to cats and dogs if ingested, 
so keep them out of reach. Keep citronella candles, tiki 
torch products and insect coils of out pets’ reach as 
well. Call your veterinarian or the ASPCA Animal Poison 
Control Center at (888) 426-4435 if you suspect your 
animal has ingested a poisonous substance.

•	 Remember that food and drink commonly found at 
barbeques can be poisonous to pets. Keep alcoholic 
beverages away from pets, as they can cause intoxica-
tion, depression and comas. Similarly, remember that 
the snacks enjoyed by your human friends should not 
be a treat for your pet; any change of diet, even for 
one meal, may give your dog or cat severe digestive 
ailments. Avoid raisins, grapes, onions, chocolate and 
products with the sweetener xylitol. 
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In Plaza Midwood, Ken Riel holds the record for the two highest price 
per square foot homes ever sold. He also has helped more buyers 
than any other agent purchase their homes. With equal experience 
in selling and buying, Ken can help you seamlessly do both. Get in 
touch today to see how. 

917.301.9511  |   KEN@KENRIEL .COM  |   KENRIEL .COM

Ken Riel is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.

2026 Thomas Ave
Sale Price: $901,000
1572 SF | 3 BR | 2 BA

Highest price per square foot 
ever sold in Plaza Midwood.

SOLD AT $572/SF
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10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), standard or premium.  
Additional 10% for first-time ads for PMM member businesses.  
Standard ads are B&W. Premium placements may not be available.A
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TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by July 12, 2022

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.

Companion Animal Medicine, General and Orthopedic Surgery,  
Digital and Dental Radiography, Therapeutic Laser, and In-House Ultrasound.

Lauren Hendren, DVM • Lauren Birch, DVM • Alexis Fisher, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave • Charlotte NC 28205 • 704.370.0767 • www.commonwealthah.com


