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PLAZA MIDWOOD
LN HOME TOUR TO RETURN MAY 8!

/ / 8 Newly Renovated Vanlandingham Estate and Knowlton-Shaw House Featured

W{}

from Your Home Tour Committee

2021

QUARTERLY
MEETINGS:

April 23 cancelled

Save the Dates!
-pe 0 ee 0
to resume in July!
6:30 pm
at The VanLandingham
Estate

Photos and renderings courtesy of The VanLandingham Estate.

Can’t make a meeting?

Stay informed: —
* Sign up for e-newsletter Yes... It's true! We ARE planning to host a 2021 Home & Garden Tour.
at plazamidwood.org
* Facebook.com/ With COVID numbers going down and vaccination numbers going up,
PlazaMidwood

we are excited to be able to host a modified Home & Garden Tour on the
weekend of May 8. The tour will include historic homes like the recently
renovated VanLandingham Estate and the Knowlton-Shaw House on
seccccec e Mecklenburg Avenue, as well as some fabulous gardens throughout the
neighborhood!

e Instagram.com/
plaza_midwood

Please look for details in upcoming eNewsletters and social media about
the tour and properties that will be presented.

We know everyone is excited to see this new iteration of the VLE. Here’s
a bit of history about our favorite manse.

The VanLandingham Estate is one of the most treasured and venerable

touchstones for Plaza Midwood residents. She serves as the gatekeeper

and entrance into our neighborhood and has long been a center of

community activity in our lives... for our events, meetings, weddings,

celebrations and home for many years to PMNA's annual Winter Fling
and Easter Egg Hunt.

The “VanLand”—as we often lovingly refer to this magnificent estate, began life as a single family
home in what was then a posh streetcar suburb of Charlotte, Chatham Estates, where land was
sold in five acre lots. In 1913, Ralph and Susie VanLandingham built the estate, named Harwood
after Susie’s maiden name, acquiring their five acres of land and the house for $6,000.

continued on pg. 6



TSt

SPRING 2021 / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

07 RUDY COOLS

— Heating & Air Conditioning

Same Day Parts & Repair for
LOCAL Plaza Midwood Residents

Call 704.389.9270 or Visit rudycools.com

DENTISTRY

704.837.8480 -—— pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

== ==
Now Offering Extended Morning
Implant Placement and Evening Hours

In-Office Now Available

Conveniently Located,
Across Central Ave.
from Harris Teeter

Learn about the extra precautions

Michael C. Farmer, we are taklng to protect you durlng J. Everett Case 11,
DMD, FICD, PA COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com DMD

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



PMNA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Lisa Swayne Proud

have spring and post-pandemic

fever! Like everyone, I'm heartbroken
by the enormous amount of loss we've
faced. But, for the first time in a year,
I'm hopefully optimistic. I'm eager to
get vaccinated and for everyone to be
vaccinated so we can be healthy and
start living our new normal. In the
meantime, we just keep doing the best
we can.

At the Plaza Midwood Neighborhood
Association (PMNA), our best has
been coming up with interesting
ways to bring fun things to the
neighborhood, despite a pandemic.
We've recently hosted a visit from
Santa, virtual Running of the Balls,
Adopt a Street Clean Up Day and
Easter Egg Hunt. We're working on
projects like the Midwood Mile, Water
Tower, Community Garden and Racial . %
Equity Challenge. The Thomas Avenue PMNA President Lisa Swayne Proud, with her husband
StrEATery is still open and has great Tom and their dog, Louie.

bands this spring.

With the good news about COVID cases decreasing and vaccine distribution increasing,
we're bringing back safe, in-person PMNA events! PMNA is planning our beloved
Home Tour on May 8 and our All Neighborhood Quarterly Meeting on July 21 at the
newly renovated VanLandingham Estate. Look for information about both in upcoming
eNewsletters (sign up at PlazaMidwood.org) and our social media.

If you enjoy reading The Spirit or participating in our events, please join the PMNA at
PlazaMidwood.org/join or renew at plazamidwood.org/my-account. This year, PMNA
membership dues are vital as we have little other income.

PMNA income will be important for the upcoming Roaring Twenties! The first Roaring
Twenties happened after the end of World War | and the 1918 pandemic. Americans
grieved the tremendous amount of loss, but celebrated life with concerts, dancing
and parties. We'll do the same! When it finally arrives, PMNA will fully embrace and
celebrate the end of the 2020 pandemic with the second Roaring 20s. PMNA looks
forward to planning many amazing neighborhood parties and events. Stay tuned!

I'm thrilled we're nearing the end of this devastating time and getting back to our
beloved events soon. Until then, I'll keep going on my daily walks through the
neighborhood, having meet ups at Midwood Park and enjoying cocktails in neighbors’
yards. All six feet apart. Want to join me or have neighborhood questions or concerns?
Please email me at lisaswayneproud@gmail.com.

Take care,

Lisa
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Managing Editor:
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager:
Kristin Butz

Graphic Designer:
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Rev. Garry Baldwin
Beth Blackwood
Renee Bradley
Kristin Butz

Celeste Chambers
David Hale

Kristi Harpst
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Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun
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Terri Arrowood at
tarrowood@hotmail.com

The Spirit newsletter is published by
volunteers. To help them meet their
deadlines, please send your editorial
copy or your ad in advance of the dead-
line. Copy received after the deadline
date may be held for a future issue.
Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2021/22:
SUMMER ‘21 issue....Jun. 5, 2021
FALL ‘21 issue........... Sep. 5, 2021
WINTER ‘22 issue...... Dec. 5, 2021
SPRING ‘22 issue....... Mar. 5, 2022
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PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Lisa Swayne Proud, President,
Membership & Communications
2836 Georgia Avenue
704-941-9519
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Joey Guy, Vice President,
Midwood Maynia & Dog Stations
2215 Winter Street
336-963-2656
joeyguy21l@gmail.com

Brooks Shelley, Treasurer
2301 Belvedere Avenue
704-307-6231
brookss@alsdersgateccrc.com

Joshua Fisher, Secretary
1728 Logie Avenue
704-591-1751
jfisher@cmpd.org

Wes Turner, Immediate Past
President

2015 The Plaza
336-830-2105
weskturner@gmail.com
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Mark Blythe, Home Tour &
Midwood Gives Back

2119 The Plaza
704-807-5288
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Kristin Butz, The Spirit Ad Sales,
& Christmas Balls Workshop
1914 Dunhill Drive
216-557-6896
kirstin.k.butz@gmail.com

John Casebier, Schools Liaison
2110 Winter Street
407-222-2950
jrcasebier741@gmail.com

Benjamin Cuevas, Land Use
1620 Pecan Avenue
704-840-0920
rbc1201@gmail.com

Samantha Cook, Social Media
1617 Brook Road
704-303-7057
samse418@icloud.com

Renee Dial, Marathon Party &
Midwood Gives Back

2009 The Plaza
704-582-3823
rdial79@gmail.com

Chad Gambrell, Land Use &
Midwood Park

1506 Belle Terre Avenue
336-269-1380
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile &
Adopt A Street

1511 The Plaza

704-607-2049
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Rebecca Reyes, Web

Administration & Movies in the Park

1504 Parkwood Avenue
843-609-7524
rireyeslr@gmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Community Garden

& Yard of the Month
2036 Tippah Avenue
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

2021 BOARD ROSTER:

Christine Sheil, Community
Garden & Transportation
1514 Mimosa Avenue
415-515-8109
christine.r.sheil@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Fall Crawl, Permits &
Insurance

1900 Ashland Avenue
706-338-8558
kgsweat@gmail.com

Jim Truchon

2855 Georgia Avenue
704-995-4124
jimtr@live.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio
The Spirit Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!

Our PMNA board of directors is
passionate about keeping PM one of
the best communities in Charlotte. We
can use YOUR participation! If you are
interested, please reach out to one of
your current board members or go to
plazamidwood.org for more information.

it grows older...Buildings like people must

“Ahouse "that has

a good chance of growing more valuable as

first be sincere, must be true....”

~Frank Lloyd Wright

FINANCIAL

| jhig

Financial Planning
Insurance
Investments

o

HELFI NG PROTECT YOUR FINANCIAL BLIND SIDES

S P iy o, Ua 604 Pl M ey INRATRIFL

As Charlotte’s premier financial advisor, JHG is

proud to be in business for over 26 years.

Working together, we can design an individualized
“blueprint” for organizing and managing your
financial life. We are committed to helping you
implement the appropriate financial decisions

that could positively impact your future.

Some of our Services are:

Retirement Planning

1370 Briar Creek Rd
Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 536-3423
www.jhgfinancial.com

HIlH HEH HlH HEH H
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F%()C%W%f

EDITOR’S NOTES

from Terri Arrowood

t was just about a year ago when we were beginning to
work on the spring issue of The Spirit and it seemed like
the world was imploding all around us.

Neighborhood leaders were putting together plans for the
homes and gardens on the Maynia tour and all of a sudden,
they had to stop, pivot, and eventually realized that it
probably wasn’t going to happen after all. It was just the
first of many cancellations for PMNA... which became the
rule rather than the exception as the year wore on.

And so for the first time | can remember, we put together
a spring newsletter without Maynia or home tour details—
and all the anticipation and excitement that it brings.

Though we didn’t have all of our usual events, festivals and
activities in 2020 to fill the pages of The Spirit, we found
alternatives that helped us fill our time and lives—with
stories about WFH, porch-sitting in the time of COVID,
ways to help friends and neighbors who were hurting in a
myriad of ways —everything from illness, to being confined
to home, to being furloughed, even losing jobs due to the
shut-downs. But we also found stories of resilience and
compassion, ways to help those in need, ways to stay sane
in the same space with family for days and months on end,
and new activities and fun things to do without venturing
too far afield. (Ali, I'm looking at you and your Walking
Doodles. :)

In fact, looking back on 2020, four of the things I'm
proudest of are the quarterly issues of The Spirit—so aptly
named... “The Spirit of Plaza Midwood.” The spirit of our
community and its people shined so brightly through all
the muck and disappointment. Just like it ALWAYS does. And
our little neighborhood magazine team put out four of the
best issues we ever have! Just goes to show what can be
done when creativity is the order of the day... of the year.

We have spent a year in lockdown in what sometimes
seems a strange alternate universe. But spring is the season
for renewal and it looks like that is even going to extend to
the beginning of a somewhat normal life again. Though it
will be a truncated version of our favorite festival, PMNA will

WEAR YOUR MASK
WATCH YOouR DISTANCE

WASH YourR HANDS

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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produce a home and garden tour this spring, very excited
to showcase two historical properties in PM. See our cover
article for more details.

I’'m excited about the stories in this issue of the newsletter...
expanding on the theme of renewal, David Hale has written
a wonderful account of businesses opening despite COVID.
Celeste Chambers notes renewal in the community garden
with new labels for the plants. The HDC announces a new
historic district, Oaklawn.

We have profiles of two of our neighborhood heroes who
have spent the last year caring for the sick in the midst of the
pandemic. | am struck by the similarities of their stories...
but certainly not surprised by the support, friendship and
camaraderie of their neighbors as they navigate this difficult
environment. | thank them and all frontline workers for
their sacrifice and service.

Thank you to all the readers, leaders, influencers, neighbors
and friends who have helped us through this past year.
| believe we are on the cusp of returning to a healthier,
happier, more normal time.

All my best,
Terri

PARTNERS IN PET SITTING

STEVE AND SANDY KURT
704-376-0842
EMAIL:
PETSITTINGPARINERS@GMAIL.COM

PROFESSIONAL AND LOVING
IN-HOME CARE

SERVING THE PLAZAN NMIDWOOD
AREXN SINCE 1997

DAILY DOG WALKING

LICENSED, BONDED AND INSURED

<0
CALL:
PARINERS
_ 'lr g IN PET SITTING
( 3 704-376-0842
- — EMAIL:

PETSITTINGPARINERS@QGMAIL.COM
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Midwood Home Tour, continued from cover

Susie actually helped draw up the plans for a house
designed for entertaining, a California Bungalow—a new
style in the 1900s, complete with sleeping porches. Most
of the furnishings were brought from the Majestic Hotel on
Peachtree Street in Atlanta, which Susie once owned.

In 1970, the house and grounds were willed by the
VanLandingham family to UNCC in hopes that it would
become the Chancellor’s
residence, though this was not
to be. In a subsequent attempt
to sell the property, it was
almost bought by a developer
who wanted to raze it and
put up a high-rise. In 1977,
thankfully the house was saved
when it was put on the National

Register of Historic Places. The
estate passed through several
hands over the years—and
began to be used for weddings
and social gatherings in the late
1980s.

In the early 2000s, Mark and
Billy Maddalon, owners of the
Morehead Inn in Dilworth,
invested over a million dollars to
restore and renovate the house,
bringing it back to life as an inn
and conference center, even
including many of the original furnishings and fittings.
In the following two decades, they became wonderful
neighbors and partners with Plaza Midwood, hosting many
PMNA events and other meetings and celebrations.

The Estate was sold again a few years ago and the phoenix
has once more risen from the ashes, open again as an
event and meeting facility. Ascent Real Estate Partners,
owners, and Best Impressions, event managers, have
recently completed renovations to revive the rich, historical
Craftsman tradition of the estate. VLE now boasts over
7,000 square feet of indoor space and a massive private
outdoor patio, along with great food and ambiance.
Notable features include an abundance of exposed stone,
original fireplaces, stunning chandeliers, an elegant bridal
suite and enchanting garden to explore.

And we have all been watching the goings-on across the
street every time we hit the stop sign at Matheson and
Mecklenburg. Eager to learn more about the progress being
made, we need wonder no more. Now known as the Shaw
House, this property will be open during the home tour so
neighbors and visitors can see it in its current state. Preserve
Mecklenburg docents will be on hand to answer questions
and share details about the history of this storied home.

 r——....

The exterior and interior entry hall/stairway of the Shaw House.

Here’s some background about this stunning traditional
home, built fifteen years after Harwood.

The stately Colonial Revival mansion at the corner of

Mecklenburg and Matheson Avenues, long known as

the Knowlton-Shaw House, was first the home of James

Wolcott Knowlton and his wife Marie, along with their son

and daughter. Built in 1928, it was a place of elegance and
dignity from the outset.

James was an executive with
Duke Power and Marie, a
typical housewife of the era.
But Marie was also an early
activist, ensuring the funding
of the Charlotte Public Library
and later as president of the
Crittendon Home, eventually
occupying a leadership role in
the organization that is now
United Way. She was named
one of eleven outstanding civic
leaders in 1939.

Victor and Elsie Shaw purchased
the home in 1944. Five years
later, Victor Shaw was elected
mayor of Charlotte, serving
only one term. But it proved
to be momentous in the city’s
history. Shaw was persistent in
his efforts to see that Charlotte
had a suitable coliseum and civic center; in 1950, one of
the first domed coliseums in the country was approved
with noted architect AG Odell, Jr. on board. Now known as
Bojangle’s Coliseum and Ovens Auditorium, these buildings
continue to be centers of entertainment in our community.

Another interesting note about the Shaws... daughter Elsie
Babbitt Shaw, an artist and sculptor of note, became best
known locally for her statue of Hugh McManaway, which
stands at the intersection of Queens and Providence Roads.

In December 2018, the owner of the Shaw House
announced his intention to demolish the structure, clear the
site, and allow a cul de sac to replace the home. Charlotte’s
Historic Landmarks Commission and Preserve Mecklenburg,
along with invaluable help from Plaza Midwood’s Ben
Collins of the Salins Group, have been successful in finding
a buyer. The Terra Nova Group bought the site in February
2020 and agreed to accept a preservation easement that
will assure the preservation of the house, which will become
the centerpiece of an infill residential development with NO
cul de sac, a win for preservation efforts, but mostly for
Plaza Midwood.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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congregate
| B R

A NEW COWORKING SPACE

OUTDOOR SPACE & DOG FRIENDLY
Private Offices, Suites, Desks & Flex

Office Suites For 3-20 Members | Conference
Rooms | Outdoor Areas | Ample Parking
Bike Storage | High Speed WiFi | Podcast Room
Free Coffee | Mail Service

CongregateNoDa.com
iInNfo@congregatenoda.com | 980.296.1755
3117 Whiting Avenue

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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PLAZA MIDWOOD
COMMUNITY GARDEN
UPDATE

by Celeste Chambers

Tar 4.'1;_4 together

5. Since2004 3

Celebrating New Botanical Labels in the Garden

Midwood Park Community Garden began with a group of
neighbors who wanted to convert an unused, overgrown area in
the park into a welcoming, beautiful space for all to enjoy. Since
its inception in 2004, it has evolved into an example of wildlife-
friendly sustainable gardening in an urban setting.

A mix of natives and garden classics, the plants were selected
for their ability to thrive in the natural growing conditions
in the garden. They need only minimal additional resources
like water during dry periods and wood mulch to retain soil
moisture and add organic matter to the soil. The plants’ care
requirements also had to be low since the garden is maintained
by volunteers. Those qualities make them excellent choices for
the home landscape too.

You may be thinking, “That’s all well and good, but | don’t
know the names of the plants I like. | wouldn’t know what to
look for.” Or, “My grandfather grew many of these. Those are
spider lilies. Some roses that bloom in winter are by that tree,
and these sunflowers come back every year.”

Even armed with some names, a photo, and a plant ID app,
you may not end up with the same plant in the garden. That
is why new botanical labels will be added in the garden this
spring!

Labels were created for the garden in the early 2000s, but a
garden is a living thing, everchanging. Plants are lost and new
ones are introduced. The new project focused on the main
“wedge” of the garden between the two creeks and the area
surrounding the Growing Joy sculpture on the hill.

One example of each plant will be labeled. Snap a picture
of the label and you will have the information you need to
research and purchase the same plant for your garden.
The botanical labels also provide examples of the scientific
taxonomy our children learn in school and an invitation for
them to read and learn plant names.

This is the general layout of the new labels.

Common Name

Genus species "Varety' TRADE NAME H""{ Scientific Narme

e The common name is what the plant is called informally.
It is a nickname. The problem with common names is that
one plant can have several and one common name can
be shared by several different plants. What | call a spider
lily, my friends call a hurricane lily because they indeed

o—

bloom in hurricane season. What they call a spider lily, |
know as Ismene. You may not end up with the plant you
wanted if you have only the common name as a guide.

¢ Following the scientific classification system, the scientific
name is unique to that plant. /t is the name you need to
know if you want to be sure you are buying the correct plant.
It has multiple parts: the genus and the species are in italics,
and if it has one, the variety name in single quote marks.

When only the genus of the plant is known and there are
several species in the genus to which it could belong, an
“spp.” follows the genus name. This is often the case with
plants that were donated to the community garden from
gardeners’ own plant collections.

Plants are sometimes sold under trade names that are
presented in all capital letters following the variety. One
example is the Autumn Royalty Encore Azalea whose
scientific name is Rhododendron ‘Conlec.’ The trade name
better conveys the desirable attributes of the plant for easy
marketing.

¢ In homage to our hardworking native bees, a bee
emblem marks plants native to the southeastern United
States. These plants are adapted to our specific growing
conditions and support our ecosystem, adding both
beauty and purpose to a garden. Add these natives to
your home landscape and the bees and other fauna will
thank you.

Note that a few of the original labels remain with the Family
classification in the upper left corner and the native range in
the lower right.

Knowing the scientific name of the plant, you can research
how it may fit in your home garden. There are online plant
databases with information on the plant’s preferred growing
conditions, like sun exposure and soil moisture level, and other
important attributes, such as its mature size and toxicity. Most
allow searches of both scientific names and common names.
Just remember that a common name search may return more
than one plant with that common name. Here are two of my
favorite databases:

¢ Missouri Botanical Garden Plant Finder:
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder/
plantfindersearch.aspx

¢ North Carolina Extension Gardener Plant Toolbox:
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/

If you decide a plant is right for your garden, take the scientific
name and the common name to the garden center so you can
find the same plant. Better retail plant stock will have detailed
tags listing names and cultivation information for reference as
you search. Because they are more widely known, a common
name is featured on most tags, so you will have to look closely
for the unique scientific name.

The labels in the garden may sprout legs and wander away from
their plants, picked in a “bouquet” with other labels or recruited
to defend the creekbank. Children have wonderful imaginations.
If you come upon a label out of place, please leave it on the
toolshed’s bench so it can be reunited with its plant.

Enjoy exploring the garden!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Little Free Pantry Supply List

LITTLE FREE
PANTRY

Nonperishable Foods Personal Care ltems

Peanut butter and jelly in Shampoo/conditioner
plastic Soap
Boxed/bagged grains/beans: Toothpaste/Toothbrushes
rice, couscous, quinoa, red Moisturizer
beans, white beans Pads/tampons
Pasta: dry pasta, bagged Diapers,/wipes
pasta meals, mac n’ cheese
Deodorant
Bread
Chapstick

Pasta sauce in plastic

Cereal: cold and hot Paper Products

Snack Crackers

Paper towels
Applesauce
" Toilet paper
Dried fruits ) )
Facial Tissues
Granola bars

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @
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FORTITUDE IN A PANDEMIC

Three Tales of Opening a Business During COVID Lockdowns
by David Hale

here were days during the peak of the pandemic, when
Jeff Tonidandel would escape to the ramshackle building
on The Plaza just to find a little quiet.

Tonidandel and Jamie Brown own a number of restaurants
in NoDa, including Crepe Cellar and Haberdish, and the
work of keeping the doors open and the customers happy
throughout the pandemic was exhausting. Comparatively,
the massive job of rehabbing an old church on a wonky
piece of property through supply chain delays and
scheduling changes with contractors actually felt like
something of a respite, a chance to let go of the immediacy
of the problem and focus on the future.

It's funny, too, that so many Plaza Midwood neighbors
began to see Tonidandel’s new restaurant, Supperland, in
much the same way. When the COVID-19 pandemic took
hold, Supperland was little more than an idea, and over the
course of a year there were so many stops and starts that
the end point might’ve seemed impossibly far off. But there
was always an excitement that, eventually, the doors would
open on a beautiful new space, and slowly, that initial idea
began to blossom into a stunning cocktail bar and rustic
open-fire kitchen. And, just as more and more neighbors
gained access to the COVID vaccine, Supperland finally
served up its first dishes, too.

“People knew my car,” Tonidandel
said, “because it was parked out front
so often.”

It's been a difficult year for everyone,
and Plaza Midwood waved goodbye
to several favorites for varying reasons
during the pandemic, from upscale
NC Red to old-school Sammy’s Deli,
from Rita’s Ice to Nova’s and Elizabeth
Billiards. But among the wreckage of
a lost year, a number of entrepreneurs
like Tonidandel have worked to bring
new life to the neighborhood despite
the myriad setbacks and worries.

Truth is, the analogy only holds up so
long, but the timing of Supperland’s
metamorphosis did overlap almost
perfectly with the country’s slow
push back toward normalcy, which
made the restaurant’s March opening
something of a celebration.

The new Supperland restaurant on The Plaza, lit up at night.

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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The opposite was true for Catherine Devericks, who opened
The Culture Shop at the corner of Hawthorne and Kennon
just a month after the world closed its doors among the
outbreak. Devericks initially figured she’d hang tight and
wait to open until after the whole thing passed, but as
March turned to April, it became increasingly clear she’d
be in for a long wait.

T P RS e s

The Culture Shop, at corner of Hawthorne & Kennon Street.

“It got to a point where we couldn’t wait any longer,”
Devericks said, “so we flipped on the ‘Open’ sign on April
24 and went for it.”

The Culture Shop is a quaint boutique shop for cheese,
wine and other goodies, where Devericks and her staff greet
customers with big smiles and giddy enthusiasm. They
turned an empty building that used to house a bodega into
a new neighborhood perk, and despite the huge worries
about how COVID might dampen their business model,
Plaza Midwood has turned out to support The Culture
Shop with enthusiasm.

“We have the best customers in the world,” Devericks
said. “We've been blessed with the support of friends and
strangers, those who live close by and further away. It's
been heartwarming.”

Further down Hawthorne, James Nguyen was a bit more
concerned about COVID’s impact, so he stayed patient
throughout the past year.

It was late 2019 when Nguyen and his business partner
stopped into Pint Central for a drink. They liked the space,
and they knew the existing business wasn’t doing well.
Nguyen saw an opportunity and made an offer on the space.

The plan was simple: Serve the type of Asian comfort food
Nguyen and his executive chef Nobuaki Ishikawa already
loved, and keep the place open late for the after-hours
crowd, a market Nguyen felt was being ignored around
Charlotte. Then the pandemic hit.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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At first, it meant his new spot, The Warmack, couldn’t
open at all to customers. Then, as capacity was increased,
it still didn’t make much sense to open up on a shoestring
budget. And that late-night plan? The governor’s curfew
made that idea impossible.

For months, it was all stress and no income.

“Besides COVID and all the restrictions, we had to be safe
and do the right thing,” Nguyen said. “We'd just been
sitting there. Eventually it was, we had to open to survive.”

Nguyen and his partners were paying staff out of pocket,
and they’re still not taking a check, he said. There was no
“grand opening” because he didn’t want to have crowds
that might risk spreading the virus. It was a constant
question of, “Can we survive?”

But in February, The Warmack opened, too. The response has
been strong, and Nguyen, who lives on Commonwealth, is
hopeful the worst is behind them.

The challenges remain for The Warmack, The Culture Shop
and Supperland—along with other newcomers during the
pandemic like Grinning Mule (on Morningside), Good
Waurst (on Central Ave) and Roam and Dwell (next door
to The Warmack)—including finding enough staff and
keeping customers safe until the entirety of COVID-19 is in
the past.

But simply getting to this point, open and with a steady
flow of supportive customers from Plaza Midwood, it feels
like a success.

It's another way that slow burn for Tonidandel at
Supperland mirrored what the rest of us endured this past
year. The road was long and hard, but the destination was
worth the trip.

“Our thing all along was, we didn’t know when we were
going open,” Tonidandel said. “We just kept trudging
forward, knowing that we were going to build this
beautiful place.”

The Warmack on Central Avenue, in the former space of Pint Central.

e )
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HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION UPDATE

Oaklawn Park Becomes Charlotte’s Newest Historic District

by Cindy Kochanek and Kristi Harpst

he HDC is excited to welcome Oaklawn Park as the

seventh local historic district in Charlotte. While
COVID-19 has meant some delays in the process, which
started in October 2018, the rezoning was ultimately heard
and approved at the end of 2020.

Wilmore was the last local historic district to be designated
in 2010. Almost 30 years has passed since Plaza Midwood
was designated as a local historic district back in 1992.

Oaklawn Park was officially designated as a local historic
district by City Council in December 2020. The project
itself and the resulting successful outcome would not have
happened without the vision, commitment and hard work
of Oaklawn Park neighborhood leadership and residents.

Sincere thanks also go out to Dr. Tom Hanchett for his
dedication to this project. Dr. Hanchett’s extensive research
and documentation on the history of Oaklawn Park, an area
he calls “one of Charlotte’s best-preserved post-World War I
suburbs,” was critical to the local district designation process.

Oaklawn Park does not appear all that different today from
when it was developed by Charles Ervin, one of Charlotte’s
biggest developers, primarily between the years of 1955-

15% off

Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

e

Pastries
Gifts
O, Free WiFi

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204
704.335.7288

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

o

1961. The neighborhood provided homeownership
opportunities specifically for African Americans. Walk or
drive the curvilinear streets of Charlotte’s newest local
historic district and you will find that the principal house
type is the brick ranch house with some split-level houses
and cottages interspersed. Most of the houses have red
brick exteriors with stone or brick accents.

Features and architectural details of a mid-century
neighborhood, like Oaklawn Park, differ from earlier
neighborhoods. The automobile was more commonplace
thus carports or garages were often built at or around
the same time as the houses in Oaklawn Park. Concrete
driveways were part of the original construction and
walkways typically connect the front door to the driveway,
instead of the front door to the sidewalk. Wood or metal
windows take on different forms/styles in a mid-century
neighborhood. You will be more likely to find horizontally
oriented wood two-over-two windows or multipaned metal
windows featured on these houses. Many houses also feature
unique built-in brick planters and decorative columns.

Work on the exterior of any house or property in Oaklawn
Park, just like any other local historic district, will require
HDC review in order to ensure that any changes and
development remain consistent with the neighborhood.
Like the other six local historic districts, Oaklawn Park will
have a representative on the historic district commission.
Curious about who represents Plaza Midwood on the
Historic District Commission? Check the City of Charlotte
City Clerk’s website for boards and commissions for the
most up-to-date information.

Feel free to contact HDC staff if you have any questions on
specifics relating to Oaklawn Park, new district designations
or any other questions or concerns regarding the Plaza
Midwood local district.

Reach your HDC staff by email at charlottehdc@charlottenc.
gov. Check out our social media posts on Facebook and
Instagram @cltplanning.

VISIT
WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

FOR MORE NEWS
AND INFORMATION ABOUT
PLAZA MIDWOOD

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Plaza Midwood’'s Neighborhood Specialist and Real Estate Expert

16

years of : years as a
real estate : Plaza Midwood
experience : resident

It all comes down to hiring the right real estate
agent with a proven track record.

If you're thinking of selling, call Jeff today to discuss

his very specific strategy to sell your Midwood home
fast and for the highest price possible.

Jelf King is THAT Realtor®; the one
who gutdes you to buy a great home &
investment, the one you can trust to sell
your home & find you the perfect home
to buy! Jeff has helped us with four
transactions, and each time he exceeded

our expectations!

He knows the Charlotte market, knows how
to negotiate a deal, price a home to sell and

craft an offer to get you your dream home.”

| - RAHWA, BUYER + SELLER CLIENT

309+ SALES

by Jeff King in Plaza Midwood
243+ Seller Represented

JEFF KING

Broker, NC/SC REALTOR®
704.332.7309
jeff@jeffkingrealtor.com
www.JeffKingRealtor.com

historicplazamidwood

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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CELEBRATING TWO OF PLAZA MiDwooD’S FRONTLINE HEROES

by Beth Dozier Hessler

t’s been more than twelve months, 8,760 hours, or roughly 525,600 minutes (but who's counting?) since we started social
distancing, our school-aged kids came home, and life as we knew it changed.

We were all put on a mission to flatten the curve, which evolved into a year-long series of waves we still feel, like swimmers
in choppy, uncharted waters. But our frontline workers—from grocery store clerks and physicians to teachers and delivery

people—have kept us all afloat.

That's why we asked readers to nominate frontline workers who have shined during the pandemic, and we are honored
to recognize two of them here. Both of these Plaza Midwood Frontline Heroes have made a difference by risking their own
health to provide medical care—and a heavy dose of compassion—for our community.

P J i
Lori Cappello, Family Nurse Practitioner at Novant Health
Department of Neurology & Neurosurgery

xperiencing extraordinary kindness in the wake of

heartache is what drew Lori Cappello to nursing. At
age ten, her mother was diagnosed with colon cancer and
passed away after a two-year battle. “All of the nurses took
such good, loving care of my mom and us,” Lori says. “So
many nurses from her time in the hospital and in hospice
care came to her funeral. They were there for us all along.
That's really what motivated me to become a nurse.”

Originally from Dayton, Ohio, Lori and her husband,
Zachary—an ear, nose, and throat physician—moved from
Dilworth to their house on Georgia Avenue six months ago.
As a nurse practitioner in Novant Health’s Department of
Neurology & Neurosurgery, she specializes in the care of
patients with complex spine issues, managing them both
pre- and post-operatively in the clinic and at Presbyterian

Medical Center. )
Continued on pg. 17

o

Diamond Russos, Physician Assistant Specializing in Pediatric
Cardiology at Atrium Health Levine Children’s Hospital

Diamond Russos has a passion for providing medical
care to children who need it most. Prior to her current
role helping children recover after complex surgeries such
as cardiac repairs or transplants, she worked in pediatric
urgent care and also completed a pediatric fellowship at
Levine Children’s Hospital.

While Diamond admits being “terrified” of spreading
COVID-19 to family members or, most of all, to her already
compromised patients, there was never a doubt that she
was in the right place. “I love my job and my patients,” she
says. “In my mind, there wasn’t ever any option but to keep
working and caring for them.”

If you ask Diamond what she misses most about her job
pre-COVID, it's not working without uncomfortable PPE or
without fear of the virus. She misses being able to reassure
her young patients. “One of the hardest things has been

Continued on pg. 17

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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DULIM & ASSOCIATES
Broker and Trusted Advisor

The average dollar per square foot in Plaza Midwood was about $291

in 2020. The market is great! Still, if you aren’t thoughtful about how you

market your home it can cost you tens of thousands of dollars. We will

market your home in a powerful way that will help you maximize your NET.

1 This was the best experience we've ever had selling a home and we don't believe it would have been possible

if you had not been involved from the start. We will strongly recommend you as an agent for anyone looking
to buy or sell a home in Charlotte."

- Rob and Denise Eldridge

How do we drive Potential Buyers to your home? Here's a glimpse:

©® Onthe FIRST DAY your homeis in the MLS we will market your home's listing to more than 1,000 websites,
search engines, and social media platforms that people use to search for homes. Boom!

® Onthe FIRST DAY your homeis in the MLS we will send out a snazzy flyer with Professional photographs of
your home to ALL the top Agents. Bam!

® Weuse a professional stager who will help us create the most attractive photographs possible.

u

L]

]
® Our Professional photographer uses very expensive equipment that takes dazzling H.D.R. {(High Dynamic Range)
photographs of your home. The photographs are the KEY to attracting more potential Buyers and their agents. ‘

® We create a gorgeous, high-end marketing brochure for Buyers and their agents.

® Most of all, we will wark harder than anybody else to helpyou realize your financial and life goals! We get RESULTS!

Contact us today and let's get going!

Robert Dulin, Broker & Trusted Advisor
B 704-661-3173 kv

B Robert@RobertDulin.com

LUXLURY HOMES

DT R R AT R A

@ www.RobertDulin.com

1504 Hawthorne Ln. 1833 The Plaza 2029 Marguerite Ave.
2 BED/2 BATH » $399,000 4 BED/3.5 BATH « $1,050,000 5 BED/4 BATH « $889,800

SOLD OFF MARKET

1411 Ivey Dr. 18()1 Truman Rd. 1605 Belvedere Ave.
4 BED/3 BATH « $715,000 4 BED/3 BATH » $632,500 3 BED/2.5 BATH ¢ $530,000

GENEVIEVE WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE | 704.774.8686 | 1200 The Plaza | Charlotte, N

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬂ
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MY WALKING DOODLE DIARY

by Ali Mullins
il W LW P -

7 When I walk down St, J
\, Andrews Lane during *
# the spring I see the
sunlight dancing
\\ through the leaves
(" above, vines clinging
to deep red bricks,
and tulip magnolias
( raining down their
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? but feel completely i
at ease. o
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WE ARE PROUD TO DO BUSINESS
FETTRCEIEIEE [ 0CAL LUNCH SPECIAL!
ONE 8 INCH SPECIALTY PIZZA, A

PHASE 3HOURS: SALAD, & A SOFT DRINK $10.00

MON- CLOSED
TUES-SUN -11 AM-9 PM e DINE-IN ONLY. MENTION THIS AD. o

NEW MENU ITEMS:
FAMILY MEAL DEALS
AT HOME PIZZA MAKING KITS
BEER & WINE TO-GO

TWO FREE KIDS MEALS! #IGOTAFEELFORTHEPEEL

SPEND $20+ ON DELIVERY OR
PICKUP VIA OUR MOBILE APP OR f
WEBSITE, TUES.-THURS. 11A-2P & e FOLLOW. LIKE. TAG. SHARE. o
RECEIVE TWO KIDS MENU MEALS
FREE. USE PROMO CODE: 'KID' AT
CHECKOUT TO REDEEM

1600 CENTRAL AVE.
(704) 790-7335

WWW.TAPANDPEEL.COM e ORDER ONLINE OR VIA OUR APP »

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG




Frontline Heroes—Lori Cappello,
continued from pg 14

While her patient’s surgeries and
scheduled visits were largely halted last
March when the COVID-19 pandemic
began, they resumed again six weeks
later—even though Lori and her team had

to re-wear masks multiple times due to a shortage of PPE.

Yet each time Lori has been exposed to COVID-19 at work,
she says her biggest worry has been unknowingly spreading
it to others, especially to her many high-risk patients
battling chronic conditions.

“My job has always been health care, and we are there to
treat the patient,” she said. “The pandemic has reaffirmed
that health care is really a calling for me. Even during these
strange and stressful times and with the risks we face, | have
never thought about doing anything else.”

While Lori and her husband were among the first providers
vaccinated against COVID-19 last December, the stress
didn’t end there. “Right after the holidays with the surge,
COVID became far more prevalent in the hospital,” she
said. “As a result, a lot of providers in our group got COVID,
so we all had to adjust and cover them by working with
different surgeons and teams.”

In fact, to prevent more providers from contracting COVID
after the holidays, Lori and most of her colleagues have been
barred from taking vacation days from January through the
end of March.

“As we continue to get this disease under control and
begin to get more vaccinations administered, it’s still so
important not to become lackadaisical,” Lori warns. “I hear
some people say, ‘I’'m healthy and young, so | don’t need
a vaccine.’ But | don’t think they realize that they could be
completely asymptomatic and pass COVID to a loved one
or someone vulnerable they don’t even know. The vaccines
are a huge step in the right direction to having normalcy in
the future, and that gives me hope. But people have to get
the vaccines for that to happen.”

Lori says moving to Plaza Midwood has helped her feel
supported. “We take lots of nightly walks with our rescue
dog, Gino. Our neighbors have been so welcoming, and
seeing all the signs in people’s yards appreciating health
care heroes makes me smile.”

TO VIEW PAST
ISSUES OF THE SPIRIT,

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.
ORG/NEWSLETTER.HTML

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Frontline Heroes— Diamond Russos,
continued from pg 14

not being able to clearly smile at my

patients and comfort them with a

hug,” she says. “What seemed like such
a simple thing that we could do pre-
pandemic was stripped from us.”

Vaccinations against COVID-19, however, have brought
Diamond renewed hope—even inspiring her to volunteer at
a vaccination clinic twice a week. “The amount of gratitude
and joy | see from patients, just by giving them this shot,
fills my heart and brings a little bit of light to this year,” she
says.

But Diamond emphasizes that the battle against COVID-19
isn’t over: “It’s still so important for us to continue to do
our part to prevent spread to others who can’t yet be
vaccinated or are too young to receive the vaccine. Even
now, there is still so much unknown about this disease
process, particularly why some groups or individuals are
affected more than others.”

Even though Diamond moved to Pecan Avenue just as the
pandemic was taking root in Charlotte, social distancing
hasn’t stopped her from enjoying the neighborhood, which
she “loves more every day.”

“Oh, | have felt beyond supported here,” she exclaimed.
“From meals delivered to work and phone calls to check
in, the people in this community have really shown up for
all the essential workers. I’'m so blessed to be a part of a
neighborhood that comes together to support each other
in such an unknown time.”

Indeed, Diamond’s name seems to match her radiant
attitude about her life and her work, even in the face of
COVID-19. “This year has really shown that | chose the
career for me,” she says. “It’s solidified my love of medicine
and caring for others. | truly can’t imagine any other job in
the world I'd want to do.”

Kevin P Lewis
Financial Advisor
1318 Central Ave Suite A5

Charlotte, NC 28205
704-332-7043

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

———®
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ZERO WASTE PLAZA MIDWOOD: RECYCLE RIGHT

by Lyz Kelk and Kelsey Lynn

Zero Waste Plaza Midwood is neighborhood group
interested in mindful, sustainable and greener living.

Zero Waste = the art of living without creating trash.

Our goal is to reduce what we buy, reuse as much as we
can, send little to recycling and compost the rest. It's really
much easier than you think and small steps matter—it’s a
process!

Did you know that the average American throws away
approximately 185 pounds of plastic per year! That's why
reducing single use—and other avoidable—plastics is one
of our top targets.

We have two refilleries near us that are excellent local
ZW resources. Both Green Earth Essentials and Rooted
Rethinkery refilleries allow us the benefit of reusing our
own containers when we’re out of shampoo, conditioner,
soap, lotion, all-purpose cleaners and such. All you do is
refill extended-use containers with the products you need.
They also have other items perfect to help you move into a
new lower waste routine.

In Plaza Midwood, we've found one of the most asked about
aspects of going greener is recycling. Mecklenburg County
has wonderful webinars you can attend to understand the
how and why to recycling right.

The cost to the county of improper recycling for a year
was over $1,500! Please look over these guidelines to help
reduce these unnecessary expenses. Do your part to keep
the program healthy.

Recycle Right Highlights

¢ Number One Rule: NO plastic bags! These can
actually shut the entire process down, as they get
wound up in the machines.

* Recycle your plastic bags at Harris Teeter, Publix or your
favorite grocer. Check out the W.R.A.P. program.

¢ Or better still, use reusable cloth bags.

e Recycle ONLY plastic bottles and jugs with necks. Place
lids back on after cleaning the item. No other plastics!

e Cardboard—break boxes down and flatten them or
tear them into smaller pieces.

e Aluminum/tin/steel cans and empty aerosol cans are
recyclable. Throw out any plastic caps.

e Milk and juice cartons, paper and glass are allowed.
¢ No shredded paper; it clogs the machines.

¢ No batteries, especially lithium, as they can cause fires.

o

¢ No foil or aluminum pans; they are already at the end
of their life cycle.

e No greasy pizza boxes. Tear off the top to recycle if it's
not greasy.

¢ No cash register receipts—they actually have BPA in
them.

¢ If you don’t know whether or not it’s recyclable, please
put it in your trash can. (Yes, we know it’s hard to
do sometimes. But the right way to recycle is much
preferable to “wishcycling.”)

Other Options for Keeping Waste Out of Landfills

* Freecycling—join a local buy-nothing group.
e Buy as little as possible of anything packaged in plastic.
® Buy second hand.

¢ Take batteries to one of the county’s Full Service
Recycling Centers and switch to rechargeable ones.

e Take Styrofoam egg cartons, clean take-out or meat
packaging trays and cups to Publix.

e Our Hawthorne Lane UPS store will accept bubble
wrap.

e Reuse whatever you can. Make art!

¢ Go online and google Zero Waste for so many more
great ideas!

It really gives us hope to see the number of people and
communities looking for ways to combat waste. If we all
commit to making better choices, we can absolutely make
an impact.

We are always happy to chat with folks who are intrigued
by this lifestyle and interested in finding out how they can
get involved.

We are not perfect, but we are learning and continue to
learn. Let’s all commit to reconnect with nature and help
her out in any way we can.

Cheers to Spring!
Lyz & Kelsey

PS: Once we get past these times, we will resume our monthly
meetings! Please join our Facebook Page https://www.
facebook.com/groups/zerowasteplazamidwood or email us
if you have any questions: ZeroWastePlazaMidwood@gmail.
com.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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HEALING AND RECOVERY PLLC

Plaza Midwood's home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

81 (Central Avenue Suite 8, Charlotte, NC 28204
‘Phone and Fax: (704) 908-4061
bttps://justinperrycounseling.com

BINED 40 YEARS OF REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE ‘

& 40 YEARS OF LIVING IN MIDWOOD. <

DAVID PROICOU CAMERON HUNTER KYLE FREY BRAD BRIZENDINE

(704) 965.3409 (704) 401.4515 (704) 942.1433 (980) 242.7091
DPROICOU@MYHOMENORTHCAROLINA.COM CHUNTER@MYHOMENORTHCAROLINA.COM KFREY@MYHOMENORTHCAROLINA.COM BBRIZENDINE@MYHOMENORTHCAROLINA.COM

I I MTownHomemm MMaisonReaHy_com ﬁ’HomeLeasing,com

REALTORS® LOFT, CONDO & TOWNHOME REALTORS® SINGLE FAMILY HOME REALTORS® PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REALTORS®

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @
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PLAZA MIDWOOD
LIBRARY NEWS

by Kristin Butz

s of the first of March, the Charlotte Mecklenburg

Library has returned to Level 2 of their reopening plan.
This allows customers to spend time browsing books and
materials and make reservations to use express computers
at designated branches.

There are plenty of other programs to take advantage of this
spring, and year-round, as well! I've listed a few below but
make sure to check out the Library website for information
on these programs and more—www.cmlibrary.org.

Community Read wrapped up in March, but is relevant
year round as it focuses on creating a community dialogue
around the themes of racism and social justice. Even if you
didn’t get a chance to participate in the “official” program,
you might want to do some self-guided reading.

The signature title is I’'m Not Dying with You Tonight by
Kimberly Jones and Gilly Segal. In addition there are three
Library-selected companion titles:

e You Matter by Christian Robinson (children)

e Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks by Jason
Reynolds (preteens)

® Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan
Stevenson (adults).

April kicks off Dia, a great program for children and
families. El dia de los nifios/El dia de los libros—Children’s
Day/Book Day—commonly known as Dia, is a celebration
every day of children, families and reading, emphasizing
the importance of literacy for children of all linguistic
and cultural backgrounds. Two author visits have been
scheduled as part of Dia.

Are you a member of a book club? The Library has over
170 book club kit titles! This is a great way to check out ten
copies of a title for one month so the whole club can read
together. You can reserve months ahead of time. If it’s your
turn to pick a book and you’re not sure what to read next,
the Library can create a list just for you!

Lastly, keep an eye out for Bookmark the Town yard signs
around the neighborhood. This program allows you to
support the Library, celebrate National Library Week and
share your favorite books—all at once. Yard signs are
available for a $15 donation on the Charlotte Mecklenburg
Library Foundation website and you can select which
branch you want to pick up your sign. For more information
visit foundation.cmlibrary.org.

==
=<}
=

............. e

FOUNDATION

Get your Bookmark The Town sign for a small donation.

Sir Speedy

Fast and ?umd@/ Sewice
Printing ¢ Typesetting * High Speed Copying
Binding Services ¢ Invitations
Labels ¢ Laminating * Fax Services * Pads
Wedding Programs * Business Cards
Carbonless Forms * Door Hangers

Self Inking Stamps

[NOTARY PUBLIC |

301 North Caswell Road
(Corner of 5th Street and Caswell Road
by Mercy and Novant Hospitals)
Charlotte, NC 28204

704.375.8349 / Fax 704.342.1066

ss7533@earthlink.net
www.sirspeedy.com/midtown

8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday to Friday
Handicap Accessible * Pet Friendly

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN PMINA IS VITAL—ESPECIALLY IN 2021

by Lisa Swayne Proud

laza Midwood is known for our wonderful events and

festivals. Not only are these great ways to be engaged in
our community and lots of fun, they provide the lion’s share
of funding for PMINA initiatives.

This year, PMNA membership dues are vital as our income
sources are not very reliable right now due to COVID and
its impact on our ability to produce public events. It's
conceivable that we might not have any income other than
membership dues this year.

Please do your part to help sustain our efforts to be one of
Charlotte’s best and most vibrant neighborhoods.
What do your dues support?

Although we haven’t been able to host in-person events,
PMNA has still been hard at work!

We've hosted a visit from Santa, virtual Running of the Balls,
Adopt a Street Clean-up Day and our annual Easter Egg Hunt.

We're continuing work on projects like the Midwood Mile,
Water Tower Improvement Project, Community Garden and
the Racial Equity Challenge.

PMNA maintains the Dog Waste Stations and collaborates
with the City for safer streets and better sidewalks. We keep
the neighborhood informed through this Spirit magazine,
our eNewsletter and social media. We recently helped
launch the still-open Thomas Avenue StrEATery.

And, so much more! You can join at PlazaMidwood.org/join
or renew at plazamidwood.org/my-account. If you forgot
your password, just click Request Password.

Current
PMNA Membership

- 434 Members

« Only 20% of PM
Households.

PLEASE RENEW OR JOIN TODAY!

PLAZA MIDWCDD

MNECHECORHOCH Y ASSCCIATICM

Even during a pandemic,
The Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association
is still doing a lot!
Visit from Santa, Easter Egg Hunt, Virtual Running of the Balls,
Midwood Mile, The Thomas StrEATery, Water Tower Green Space,

Community Garden, Street & Sidewalk Improvements,
Racial Equity Challenge, eNewsletters, The Spirit and More!

To keep great neighborhood projects going and to show appreciation for the hard work
we do, please join the Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association. It's only $25 a year
and helps make Plaza Midwood the best neighborhood in Charlotte!

Visit PlazaMidwood.org/Join
to Become a PMNA Member

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS UPDATE

Garinger High School

Looking for another way to support our friends at
Garinger High School? Garinger’s Parent-Teacher-Student
Association (PTSA) is selling t-shirts and masks in addition
to petitioning the Garinger community to join and/or make
a donation to the PTSA.

Garinger Mask / T-shirt Link: https://rb.gy/msz9u2
Garinger PTSA Donation Link: https://rb.gy/zxl605

(cle)

WILDCATS!

SURBPORINTEE
GARINGER

rb.gy/msz9u2
coeeeo \

Sets-517

Sets: $22

t-shirt: $12 masks: $5 t-shirt: $15 masks: $7

Members Non Members

YOU’RE NOT
TOO COOL FOR SCHOOL.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES OUR
SCHOOLS BETTER!

o

Shamrock Gardens Elementary

by Beth Blackwood

Ninth Annual Shamrock Shuffle a Success—Even
Amid the Pandemic!

For nine years, Shamrock Gardens Elementary School has
held its annual Shamrock Shuffle 5k, one of the biggest
fundraisers for the school. This year, to provide a safe
alternative for Shamrock scholars and their families, friends,
and neighbors, the Shuffle went virtual.

Between March 6 and 14, registered runners used a run
timer or app to clock themselves walking or running 3.1
miles. Participants could choose their own course or use
one of the pre-measured courses offered by the race. These
routes were designed to take runners through the friendly
streets of Plaza Midwood—Lucky’s Loop, or Country Club
Heights/Plaza Shamrock—Butterfly Bend.

Of course racers were encouraged to dress in green and
sport Shamrock flair as they ran.

Though the race couldn’t be
held in person, the virtual
Shuffle came with a silver lining:
it allowed runners from across
the United States to participate.
Racers all along the east coast
and from as far away as Texas
and Michigan were able to take
part. In all, a total of 323 runners
and walkers registered for the
Shuffle this year, making it a
huge success despite the odds.

This year’s event was sponsored
by Plaza Midwood’s own Ken
Riel of Nestlewood Realty.

The Barrett famil partlc:pated
in the Shuffle.

GS Troop 2575, which includes may Shamrock students and parents,
held the virtual Shamrock Shuffle “fun run” in Midwood Park to
participate in the Shuffle and to earn their “Staying Fit” merit badge.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Team Horton

CHARLOTTE

oxAD

REALTY

Hello Neighbors!

We are Ben and Tarah Horton, your
neighbors since March 2020. We enjoy
living here, meeting new friends, and
supporting our local merchants. We
would love to discuss the real estate
market with you and assist with
Selling, Buying, ar Property
Management. Give us a call today!

Simply outstanding REALTORS®! | first met
704'327'3779 Tarah when my parents were looking for a
home in Charlotte several years ago. She is
With our most recent home sale, we helped extremely intelligent, knowledgeable, and
our client realize a 24% return on the dedicated to her work. Moreover, her
investment from her home purchase just 5 compassion, genuine care, and concern, and
years ago! positive spirit made the search beyond
enjoyable. My parents (very particular)
Give us a call or visit our website to see what absolutely loved her! Now, | am selling my
your home value may be in today's market! ~ home - and Team Horton is ensuring that
the process is a pure joy. They are
hardworking, honest, and reliable...
wonderfully delightful people who deliver
impeccable service!

teamhortoncharlotte.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Though weekly worship looks very different this year
than in past years, our faith leaders continue to provide
leadership and guidance during these challenging times,
adapting their services and offerings to comply with
COVID guidelines.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1900 The Plaza

¢ Weekly Calendar: Online gatherings only at this time.

e Sunday Worship Service: 11 am, Livestreaming via
Facebook at www.facebook.com/lovingnotjudging.

e Visit the church’s new Little Free Pantry to donate
non-perishable food or personal/hygiene products.
Help your neighbors in need. See page 9 in this issue
for more information.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program

or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.

htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue

e Weekly Calendar: Midwood Baptist focuses on
a move from Pandemic to Prayer to Purpose to
Priorities to People... moving from the “new
normal” to the “next normal.”

¢ Worship Services: 11 am, every week. All CDC
mandates are in place to provide a safe gathering
place—including social distancing and seating,
facemasks, hand sanitizers, and even taking
temperatures and surveying symptoms at the door.

e |f you aren’t ready to worship in person, services
will continue to be available on Facebook Live @
MidwoodBaptist.

e Time for Prayer: A.S.K.7:7 (Matthew 7:7)
¢ Tuesday Morning: 7:07 am and Thursday Evening:
7:07 pm.
¢ Conference Call: Dial 425-436-6354 and follow
instructions. Access Code: 1064144#.

¢ Wednesday Night Bible Study and Prayer: 6:30 pm.
Facebook.

¢ CityKids at Midwood: Storytime, video lessons and
activities providing fun and meaningful spiritual
growth and development. Online on Facebook @
citykidsatmidwood.

¢ Midwood Baptist Preschool: Registration for 2021-
2022 school year now open. Ages are 12 months —
Pre-K. (Some classes are full with a waiting list.)

(24 g

Days offered will be M/T/W/F with a 2, 3, or 4-day
option available. Hours are 9 am - 1 pm. For more
information, visit www.midwoodbaptist.org. For
further questions, contact Director Cheryl Baldwin at
midwoodpreschool@gmail.com.

A limited Summer Session is also available.
For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or

program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.
org or call 704.376.8944.

MOSAIC CHURCH - 1817 Central Avenue
¢ Weekly Calendar

¢ Sunday Worship Services: New Service Time
beginning April 11: 5:30 pm. Contemporary and
casual gatherings offering “a place to belong before
you believe.”

Follow on Instagram @MosaicMetro for details.
For more information visit the church website,

mosaicchurch.tv or reach out to Campus Pastor Kristin
Young at kristin@mosaicchurch.tv.

PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2304 The Plaza

* Weekly Calendar: No current in-person worship
service or other meetings. In-person worship will
hopefully resume when most attendees have been
vaccinated.

e The Weekday School is open.

For information on any Plaza Presbyterian event or program,
visit the church website at www.plazapresbyterian.org or
call the church office, 704.376.8594; or email plazapres@
gmail.com.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community
2101 Belvedere Avenue

¢ Weekly Calendar:

¢ Sunday Worship: 11 am, via Facebook, YouTube and
vineumcplazamidwood.com.

* Outreach to Roof Above: Stay connected for on-going
ways of meeting the needs of our neighbors.

e Spiritual Direction: A safe space where you can
share openly and be heard. No judgement. A place
to explore your faith or share what is going on in
your life. Please reach out to Pastor Susan at susan@
thevinecharlotte.com with any needs.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at
TheVineCharlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348,
ext. 202.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



TRANSPORTATION
PROJECTS UPDATE

by Lisa Swayne Proud

he largest transportation project affecting our

neighborhood is the Parkwood Road Diet. This project
has changed the intersection at Parkwood and The Plaza.
We have a new left turn lane and signal modifications to
match. This work should be finished by the end of spring.

The left turn lane construction demolished our
neighborhood sign, but we saved the plaque. A new sign
will be installed later this spring. CDOT hopes for the entire
Parkwood project to be finished by the end of 2021.

PMNA worked in conjunction with CDOT and their
Sidewalk Gap project team to add and connect sidewalks
on Chestnut Street. Next up, Kennon Street!

The Central Avenue bus lane pilot, providing more frequent
bus service and a route for cyclists, ended on March 31
and will not be reinstated. Program coordinators said it was
successful in acquiring data to use in future projects.

One of those future projects is the Gold Line. The Gold Line
streetcars will use space on Central Avenue and have three
stops in Plaza Midwood. The Plaza Midwood portion of the
Gold Line is only in the planning phase and does not have
construction dates.
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blueblrd

I Real Estate Services

Sp-er:allzmg in Property Management

Jill Sladoje o

704.576.1950  ear Rapborin Fze M st

jlldbluekirdrealestate.com sinoo 196K,

1208 The Plaza Charlotte, NC 28205

LIKE PMNA ON

FACEBOOK:

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
PLAZAMIDWOOD

Your PMNA transportation team will continue to update
you on upcoming projects and dates. If you have questions
or concerns, reach out to one of your board members,
listed on page 2 of this issue.

Plaza Midwood Resident Realtor®

BRINLEY HUNTLEY

Broker/Realtor®
704-650-1193

brinley@hmproperties.com

I

I am committed to providing exceptional customer service

HM PROFPERTIES

REAL ESTATE

through prompt and thorough communication, market
knowledge, and integrity. It would be my pleasure to assist
when you are ready to make a move!

HMPROPERTIES.COM

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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REALTORS READ: A UNIQUE LITERACY PROJECT CONTINUES
TO INSPIRE KINDERGARTENERS

Ken Riel and his partner Steve moved to Plaza Midwood
in 2008. They have been great neighbors supporting
Plaza Midwood ever since, appearing on Wilson’s World
to promote Maynia’s Home and Garden Tour in 2018
when their home was featured on the tour, sponsoring
various events and projects for PMNA over the years, even
as recently as this year’s sponsor of the 2021 Shamrock
Shuffle.

When their twins started kindergarten at Shamrock
Gardens Elementary, Ken saw a need for literacy advocacy
to help SGE’s economically disadvantaged students. Thus

Realtors Rec

was the genesis of his non-profit Realtors Read, a program
that provides brand new books for each child’s personal
library, five books per scholar. The success of the program
prompted Realtors Read to expand to nearby Merry Oaks
Elementary as well.

As all students receive the same books, school administrators
applaud the program that helps provide equity and
commonality amongst the growing readers.

Would you like to help Ken? Visit KenRiel.com for details
how you can donate too.

BUILDING READERS IN EVERY HOME

| speak cat!

Heavy Petting
Pet Sitting Service

heavypettingpetsitting@gmail.com
704-651-9098
heavypetting.net

n Serving Plaza-Midwood since 1995

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Ken is, by far, the best Realtor Ken goes above and beyond Webster’s Dictionary should
we have ever used. His through every stage of the change the word to ‘Rieltor’
outstanding communications, selling process. He sold my old because Ken just changed the
hard work and transparency home very quickly for the top game.
make him #1. price. Ken is the BEST!!!
Peter Marsden Renee Bradley Mike Farmer
Midwood Seller Midwood Seller & Buyer Buyer and Midwood Dentist

With inventory at an all-time low, Midwood sale prices up 6.7% and Price per SF up 7.4%,
now is a great time to sell. Want to find out why my listings only spend an

average of 8 days on the market? Let’s chat!
*Averages based on CMLS 1/1/20-12/31/20

Your Trusted Midwood Realtor® and Neighbor Since 2008
917-301-9511 ken@nestlewoodrealty.com kenriel.com

KEN RIEL

BROKER / REALTOR®/ DAD
Nestlewood Realty

1111 Central Avenue #230, Charlotte, NC 28204 I:B
If you're working with an agent, please disregard this message.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬂ
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This newsletter reaches approximately 3,000 middle-class

‘Iﬁ Full Page (Vertical only: 7w X 8.75"N)uuuuseeeruneeesnneeennns $550.00
families who prefer to shop and dine in the Central District. 'E Full Page — Color, Premium Placement ..........eexvesseeses $750.00
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COMMONWEALTH

Traditional and Integrative Companion Animal Medicine, General and Orthopedic Surgery, Chiroprac-
tic, Digital and Dental Radiography, Therapeutic Laser, and In-House Ultrasound.

Clayton Watkins, DVM ¢ Shebel Hariharan, DVM ¢ Lauren Birch, DVM ¢ Lauren Hendren, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave ¢ Charlotte NC 28205 - 704.370.0767 - www.commonwealthah.com




