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Spring is finally here! Time to get out and enjoy the warm Carolina sunshine. Midwood Maynia 
is Plaza Midwood’s official welcome to the warmer weather, the blossoms of springtime and 

the beginning of the outdoor festival season 

Please join friends, family, neighbors, artisans and many of our local businesses in beautiful Mid-
wood Park to celebrate our favorite neighborhood event! And don’t forget our much celebrated 
candlelight Home Tour kicks off the event on the evening of May 4. 

There are several changes to our traditional Maynia line-up this year: 

Because Maynia falls on Cinco de Mayo, city resources are limited; thus we have had to amend 
both our Pet Parade and Midwood Miles 5k portions of the event. PMNA was unable to secure 
parade permits for either component, so the Midwood great minds put their heads together and 
came up with a couple of Plans B… still lots of fun, just truncated a bit.

A welcome change is the extension of the Home Tour. You asked for it… we are delivering. Many 
attendees have asked for longer hours on Saturday so they can make it to all the fabulous loca-
tions and still have time to get to the park for libations and music. New Saturday Home Tour 
hours are 10 am until 5 pm.

MAYNIA 2018 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
CANDLELIGHT TOUR | FRIDAY, MAY 4

• We continue the tradition of the Candlelight Home and Garden Tour from 6 – 8 pm on Fri-
day, May 4. Home Tour tickets are $20 in advance and $25 the day of. You can find advance 
tickets at several local businesses—Common Market, Moxie Mercantile and Slate Interiors.

 Candlelight Tour tickets may be purchased in front of The Vine Church from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 
on Friday May 4. 

MAYNIA DAY EVENTS | SATURDAY, MAY 5

• Midwood Maynia Group Run: Though we’re unable to organize our regular 5K, if you 
would like to hold to our longstanding Maynia tradition of starting the day with a run, 
please join your neighbors for a group run. Meet in Midwood Park at 8:30.

Apr 20 - 22
BOOM!Charlotte:

All Day, 
Plaza Central District

May 5 & 6
KINGS DRIVE ART WALK

Sat: 11 am – 6 pm | Sun: 11 am – 5 pm 
Little Sugar Creek Greenway  

in Charlotte Midtown

Apr 29
OPEN STREETS 704

1 pm - 5 pm 
Route through NoDa, 

Belmont & PM
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Spirit Staff:

Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Photographer: 
Tod Carlson

Contributors: 
Beth Blackwood
Renee Bradley
Clifton Castelloe
Steve Dunn
Chris Folk
Rev. Emily Hartner
Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun
Kristina Harpst
David Hale 
Gregg Hill
Andrew Kavulic
Mary Kyle
Garrett of Midwood Ladue
Tiffany Mason
Kristin Mockler
Pastor Brian Minor
Pamela Murray
Randy Podosek
Alison Rogers
Christine Sheil
Rev. Tom Tate

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to:  
spirit@plazamidwood.org

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines:

The Spirit newsletter is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the dead-
line. Copy received after the deadline  
date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2018-19:

SUMMER ‘18 issue .... Jun. 5, 2018 

FALL ‘18 issue ...........Sep. 5, 2018 

WINTER ‘19 issue ......Dec. 5, 2018 

SPRING ‘19 issue ......Mar. 5, 2019 

PMNA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by David Hale

A couple of years ago, at one of our Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association board  
 meetings, a neighbor named Stevan Talevski stopped by to talk about some con-

cerns. Stevan lives on The Plaza and has a couple of young children. Like many of us 
around the neighborhood, he’d been alarmed by the dizzying speeds of cars traveling 
down The Plaza, by the all-too-brief time pedestrians are given to cross Central Avenue 
near Harris Teeter or Pecan Avenue, and by the incomprehensibly sparse number of 
crosswalks along many of our most heavily trafficked roads.

This certainly wasn’t breaking news to any of us on the board. If you’ve spent any time 
in Plaza Midwood, there are two things you’ve no doubt heard. One, people moved 
here for the walkability. Two, it’s frighteningly dangerous to walk to many of the best 
spots we have to offer.

What was different about Stevan is this: he wanted to do something about it. He wasn’t 
there to complain, and he wasn’t there to ask the neighborhood association to lead the 
charge. He was there with a plan.

In the years since, the Stroll & Roll campaign has taken on a life of its own. Stevan and 
his volunteers have garnered more than a thousand signatures on a petition to make 
the neighborhood safer for bicyclists and pedestrians. They’ve led the push for the bike 
lanes and the road diet on The Plaza. And they continue to nudge the City to make the 
necessary changes to keep our neighbors safe as they enjoy all the amenities of Plaza 
Midwood.

I won’t offer too many more details here, because in this issue of The Spirit, we’re telling 
Stevan’s story in our new “Neighbor of the Quarter” column. We’ll also tell you about 
the enormous impact Bethany Darnley, a teacher at Garinger High, is making in the lives 
of her students in our new “Educator of the Quarter” column, and the difference Mike 
Farmer, of Plaza Midwood Dentistry, is making internationally as our “Merchant of the 
Quarter.” I hope you’ll read all three.

Our neighborhood is filled with people doing amazing work to make Plaza Midwood, 
Charlotte and the world a better place. We have artists and activists, entrepreneurs and 
leaders, caretakers and teachers all doing important work, and we want to showcase 
those efforts. That’s why we’ve started writing these columns for the newsletter.

In the months to come, we’re asking you to think about the people who’ve made an 
impact in our lives, and share those stories with us too. Do you have a child at one of 
our district schools who’s been helped by a great teacher there? Do you have a neigh-
bor who’s brightened your day with a kindness you’d like to repay? Have you had a 
particularly great experience at one of our local stores or restaurants, where someone 
went above and beyond? We want to hear these stories and share them with all of 
Plaza Midwood, so we’re asking you to email us at board@plazamidwood.org with your 
nominations for neighbor, educator and merchant of the quarter. Our biggest challenge 
will be narrowing down those lists to just three winners.

It doesn’t take much time on Facebook or Nextdoor to hear about many of the prob-
lems we face, both locally and globally. But our neighborhood is such a wonderful 
reminder of how much good is happening, too. By sharing some of that good in these 
columns, we’ll hopefully inspire even more of it. We’re lucky to live among such heart-
warming people with big ideas, big hearts and ceaseless devotion to the world around 
them. We’re excited to have a chance to say, “Thank you.”
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 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) 2018 BOARD ROSTER:

David Hale, President 
1827 The Plaza 
858-405-8280 
davidmhale@gmail.com

Karen Van Sickler, Vice President 
1525 Thomas Avenue 
828-980-8301 
karen.vansickler@gmail.com

Rachel Weiner, Secretary 
1824 Nassau Boulevard 
201-400-5814 
rachel.weiner82@gmail.com

Krissy Oechslin, Treasurer 
1609 Pecan Avenue 
703-622-2669 
krissyo@gmail.com

Chris Barth, Adopt-A-Street 
2001 Thomas Avenue 
704-575-7694 
Barth@MGPBA.com

Renee Bradley, Home Tour 
1722 Chestnut Avenue 
704-975-3816 
renee.bradley@gmail.com

Kristin Butz 
1914 Dunhill Drive 
216-557-6896 
kirstin.k.butz@gmail.com

Benjamin Cuevas 
1620 Pecan Ave 
704-840-0920 
bcuevas@cmhp.com

Robert Hancock 
2320 Mecklenburg Avenue 
704-293-8738 
rdhancock@hotmail.com

Gregg Hill, Schools 
1920 Winter Street 
704-576-8592 
gregghill1920@gmail.com

Rebecca Ham 
1504 Parkwood Avenue 
843-609-7524 
rebecca.lindsey.ham@gmail.com

Andrew Kavulic, Spring Fling 
2016 Winter Street 
980-219-1357 
akavulic@gmail.com

Andrew Knoblich, Fall Crawl 
1500 Parkwood Avenue 
571-393-1926 
ajknoblich@gmail.com

Randy Podosek, Midwood Maynia, 
Midwood Gives Back 
2023 Wilhelmina Avenue 
704-607-8841 
randy_podosek@yahoo.com

Udo Robitsch, Community Garden, 
Yard of the Month 
2036 Tippah Avenue 
704-361-7772 
urobitsch@gmail.com

Alison Rogers, Communications 
1707 Club Road, # 2 
917-589-7891 
alisonrachel74@gmail.com

Jim Truchon 
2855 Georgia Ave 
704-995-4124 
jimtr@live.com

Wes Turner 
2015 The Plaza 
336-830-2105 
weskturner@gmail.com

Adam Richman, Ex Officio 
Neighborhood Watch 
2530 Fort Street 
704-376-3880 
arichman@ipsolve.com

Phil Gussman, Ex Officio 
Sponsorships 
2008 Winter Street 
704-608-1323 
phil@gussmanconsulting.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio 
Newsletter Editor 
704-619-1355 
tarrowood@hotmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU! 
Plaza Midwood is a neighborhood 
with a long tradition of volunteerism 
and public involvement. Our PMNA 
board of directors is passionate 
about continuing to make PM one 
of the best communities in Char-
lotte. We can use YOUR participa-
tion. If you are interested, please 
reach out to one of your current 
board members or go to plazamid-
wood.org for more information.

SUPPORT PMNA TODAY! Renew your membership 
for 2018, and consider making a tax-deductible donation.

PMNA is 100% member-supported! Your membership dues provide  
essential funding for these vital neighborhood programs and events:
Neighborhood Watch • Quarterly Meetings • Midwood Maynia & Home Tour • Business District  
Support • Neighborhood Dog Waste Stations • Land Use Committee • Fall Crawl • Discounted Tree-
Banding Supplies & Distribution • Assistance With Tree-Banding for Elderly Neighbors • Spring Fling •  
Community Garden • Historic District Signage • The Spirit Neighborhood Magazine • E-newsletter (subscribe 
at: http://www.plazamidwood.org/enews) • PMNA website: http://www.plazamidwood.org/enews • Plaza-

Central Pedscape and Other Projects • Midwood Gives Back • Support to Shamrock Gardens Elementary, our neighborhood school

2018 PMNA MEMBERSHIP AND DONATION FORM

NAME:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME OF BUSINESS (if applicable):  __________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL: __________________________________________________________________ PHONE:  _____________________________________  

DUES: _________________________ ($25/Household, $5 for residents here 20 years or longer) DONATION: ________________________ 

Please return this form or make a donation online at: http://www.plazamidwood.org/node/652. 
Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Dues and donations are tax deductible. Mail this form with your check 
to: PMNA, P.O. Box 9394, Charlotte, NC 28299-9394 
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THANKS FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND PROMPT PAYMENT!

PMNA  
QUARTERLY MEETING

THURSDAY, APR 26
6:30 PM @RESIDENTCULTURE
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

As usual, this spring issue of your newsletter is primar-
ily devoted to all things Maynia. Be sure and read 

cover to cover so you’ll know who, what and when. It’s 
always a great day in Plaza Midwood! However, this 
year brings a few changes; be certain to check out the 
cover article so you’ll have all the latest information.

This month, I must bid adieu to two stalwarts in our 
community—two men who have devoted much of their 
lives to our neighborhood, and to our city. Two men I 
can honestly say I adore and will miss very much. One is 
leaving his post with The Spirit; one is leaving town and 
starting a new life in retirement in the Midwest.

Phil Gussman has been the advertising manager of The 
Spirit for several years, but he has new volunteer com-
mitments that will require much of his time, so he will 
be stepping down to pursue those interests. Many of 
you know Phil —you see him out walking all around the 
neighborhood; in fact, Phil walks when most of us would 
drive—driving only when it’s “too far” to walk. Recently, 
Phil walked the streets of PM in an informal audit of ad-
dresses to determine where our newsletter is and is not 
being delivered regularly; we’re using that information 
to work on updating our mailing list.

Phil has been a PMNA board member for over six years 
and has directed many of our neighborhood events and 
initiatives during that time. His energy for Plaza Mid-
wood is inspiring and impressive. But now, he will be put-
ting some of those efforts into ensuring that Charlotte 
addresses the need for affordable housing, one of his 
passions, in his new role on the Char-Meck Planning 
Commission—where he’s also representing the Plaza 
Midwood community view of acceptance of change 
while preserving character.

Rev. Tom Tate has been a neighborhood leader since 
most of us can remember, and has been pastor of Plaza 
Presbyterian for longer than that. Ever since I first met 
Pastor Tom when he graciously came to Kilgo Church 
(now The Vine) to give the blessing of the pets for a 
Maynia Pet Parade some twelve or thirteen years ago (I 
think the Kilgo pastor was called away and Tom stepped 
in at the last minute.), I have admired him. His easy 
manner and warm, open heart are evident and radiate 
to all he meets. As a CMS School Board member for 
many years, Tom was a voice of calm, measured reason 
in an often heated, divisive environment; he served our 
children well over the years.

But life carries on… and Tom is embarking on quite an 
adventure. Oklahoma’s gain is our loss; Tom is moving 
there, where he grew up, after his retirement on May 31. 
One of life’s gifts to Tom is his new marriage—to his first 
love. He and Susan reconnected a couple of years ago 
and have been married for a little over a year now. They 
are moving back to the community where they first met 
to enjoy some quiet time in retirement.

I know I speak for all of PM when I say, “Thank you, Pas-
tor Tom and Phil—for your passion for our community, 
your empathy for your neighbors and those who most 
need our help, and for your years of service. Godspeed 
to you both in your new endeavors.”

We’ve gotten quite a reputation around town as the 
place to be the first weekend in May. Let’s all spiff up our 
front walks and lawns and get ready for our visitors dur-
ing Midwood Maynia.

As always, I welcome your input and story ideas. If you 
would like to write an article for The Spirit, contact me at 
tarrowood@hotmail.com with your ideas. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at Maynia… Happy 
Spring!

Best, 
Terri

East Coast IPA

1906 Commonwealth Ave  Charlotte, NC
legionbrewing.com   844 HOP LOve

Fresh Picked
Tropical Flavor
Available 
Year-Round at 

CLT    NC
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• We love our pets in PM! At 10 am, join neighbors 
for everyone’s favorite event, the Midwood Maynia 
Pet Parade. All canines, felines and other pets—and 
their humans—are eligible. Parade participants should 
gather outside The Vine Church (in the front of the 
sanctuary) at 9:30 am. After a Blessing of the Pets, the 
parade will head down into Midwood Park. Though a 
much-shortened version of the customary parade, the 
fun is never diminished!
This don’t-miss event is full of great photo opportuni-
ties. There is no registration fee for the Pet Parade. 

Pet Parade Coordinator: Alison Rogers, 917-589-7891

• The much-loved and always-anticipated Home and 
Garden Tour takes place from 10 am – 5 pm. You’ll 
enjoy seeing inside some of the neighborhood’s most 
impressive homes and gardens for tips, tricks and 
decorating ideas.
Home and Garden Tour tickets will be sold for $25 the 
day of Maynia in front of The Vine Church. Ticket sales: 
10 am until 4:30 pm. 

Charlotte B-Cycle is back again, making it easy for you 
to ride your bikes around the Tour. They will provide 
bike racks set up at each stop, allowing you to easily, 
safely and securely leave your bike while you tour. 

Home and Garden Tour Director: Renee Bradley, 
704.975.3816

• If you’re a kid or a kid at heart, head back over to Mid-
wood Park for Kidswood, a celebration with activities 
for our youngest residents from 11 am until 2 pm. Our 
local organizations will present a variety of kid-oriented 
fun. Activities may include fun projects such as sand 
art, painting, dancing and bubbles galore! In between 
art projects, the little ones can blow off some steam in 
the much-loved Bounce House. See you at Kidswood!

• Fun in the Park: From noon until 6:30 pm, join all the 
other Mayniacs in Midwood Park for food, cold bever-
ages, and a variety of activities including great live local 
music, friends, family, and of course—sun, lots of sun! 
Remember, please drink responsibly.

Come Out to the GARDEN

• Plant Swap: 11:30 am: Come on out to the Midwood 
Park Community Garden for the ninth annual plant 
swap. The Plant Swap is located between the ball field 

and the Tippah Avenue walkway and everyone is wel-
come to join in the fun. Swap native plants and stories, 
meet your neighbors, and learn gardening tips.

• Kids Self-guided Wildlife Scavenger Hunt in the 
Garden: 1 – 4 pm: Kids of all ages will enjoy looking in 
the garden for new and exciting plant life.

More MAYnia… 

• Vendors in the Park:  
Enjoy learning about community initiatives, buy art 
from neighborhood artists and look for other fun stuff 
in the Park during Maynia. 

• Midwood Maynia 2018 T-Shirts: Limited quantities 
will be available in the park for $20 each.

As always, the Maynia Committee has outdone themselves 
to schedule so much to see and do, you can’t miss having 
fun. Plan to spend the day running, parading, touring, and 
then partying in the park with your friends and neighbors. 
It’s the very best way welcome spring in Plaza Midwood.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We can really use your help as a 
volunteer for Maynia. Please log onto our neighborhood 
website, www.plazamidwood.org, if you have a couple of 
hours to help. We need helpers for the homes on the tour, 
for the membership table at the park, for Kidswood, and 
other areas as well. It’s great fun, and all volunteers receive 
a free 2018 Midwood Maynia T-shirt! 

The music starts up at noon in the Midwood Park 
Ampitheater, and continues all afternoon until 
6:30pm. Musicians lined up to perform are:

• 12:00 | DAVE MCKENZIE – Scottish Highland Piper - 
traditional bagpipes in honor and memory of departed 
friends and family.

• 1:00 | CRYSTAL FOUNTAINS – Authentic bluegrass 
duo.

• 2:30 | SHANA BLAKE BAND – So much soul; the best 
singer in Charlotte!

• 4:00 | TIM SCOTT TRIO – Jazz trio with the most awe-
some drummer you will ever see anywhere!

• 5:30  | ANCIENT CITIES – Melds well-crafted lyrics with 
synth-laden psychedelia, and cinematic moodiness.

Maynia Music Chair: Garrett of Midwood (Ladue): 
704.333.6807.

MUSIC LINEUP:

EVENT SCHEDULE: Continued
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pm family-owned
general store

with locally made:
gifts

candles
jewelry

woodwork
leather
plants

pottery
2008 commonwealth avenue         704.877.7879 

moxiemercantile.com         follow: @moxiemercantile
M-F 11-6           Sat 10-5           Sun 11-4
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Remodeling • Painting • Handyman • Room Additions • Renovations

Landscaping • All Types Cleaning • Carpentry • Tree Work • Roofing

Plum
bing & Electrical • Hom

e Inspections • Ceram
ic Tile • Power W

ash • Leaf Proof  Gutter System
s

Robert Heyward
Home Repair & Renovations

704/364-3591 Free Estimates www.robertheyward.com

rhcllc1051@aol.com
30 years in Business • No Job Too Large or Too Small

I am the one person to talk to directly about all of your home and yard 
needs, from room additions to handyman; from painting to plumbing & 
electrical;  from tree removal to regular yard care; from roof repairs to 

brickwork; wood repairs to ceramic tile. Workers are fully insured.
We have Excellent References that can be contacted. These are just a few:

 Gaby Shaw 2343 Vernon Drive 704-562-2021
 Tom & Millie Cox 6503 Shannon Hills Road 704-556-0604
 Susan Shackelford  1712 Tippah Avenue 704-371-4600 
  & Melissa Miles
 Leigh Cotter 2114 Ferncliff Drive 704-497-0214
 Marilyne Morenz  1925 Tippah Avenue 704-372-2848 
  & Myrna Hodges
 Robert Dulin Keller Williams Realty 704-661-3173

BBB
A+

Rating
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DIG IT.
COMMUNITY GARDEN GATHERINGS  
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 9AM – NOON 

in MIDWOOD PARK. ALL AGES!

Some edibles are stunning enough to plant in your front 
yard. Last summer I spotted okra and hot peppers grown 
street-side in our neighborhood. Okra has beautiful hibis-
cus-like flowers, and the bright colors of peppers continue 
until frost. Purple varieties of basil or colorful Swiss chard 
can also bring edible beauty to your outdoor space. If you 
have room for vining plants, consider planting scarlet run-
ner beans, which produce not only beautiful red flowers 
but also edible beans, or maybe our native maypop, with 
its gorgeous passionflower blossoms and sweet fruit. If you 
like morning glory, consider planting sweet potato, with its 
morning glory-like blooms and edible tubers. Many plants 
also have edible flowers, including calendula, bee balm, 
violets, chives, and basil.

While you’re waiting for your veggies and flowers to fill in, 
consider sowing some lettuce in the bare spots. Lettuce 
can take some shade, and grows quickly. Strawberries also 
make a tasty groundcover, but will fruit better in full sun. 
Fall-planted garlic is another great edible for filling in the 
spaces: it doesn’t take up much room, the green leaves of-

ten survive our winters, and the flower buds can 
be eaten as scapes. 

When growing edibles, it’s wise 
to take an organic approach 
to gardening. Organic gar-
dening adopts a “wait-and-

see” attitude toward pests, 
and seeks to limit damage 

rather than avoid it altogether. To 
avoid outright infestations, start with the soil: 

healthy soil makes healthy plants, and healthy plants are 
less susceptible to disease and damage. Amend the soil 
with compost; weed and mulch around your plants; and 
consider the light, moisture, and soil needs of the plant 
before putting it in the ground. Another way to prevent 
major damage is to place different plants together, rather 
than planting rows of one type of plant. By mixing it up, 
the bad bugs will have a more difficult time finding their 
favorite food. As an added bonus, your garden will gain 
textural interest! And finally, take the time to get to know 
the insects in your yard. When you come across a bug, do 
some research before deciding whether it needs to go. A 
healthy population of bugs in your garden is crucial to at-
tract predators: ladybugs, spiders, and other bug predators 
won’t stay in your garden if there is nothing to eat! And as 
for those pesky weeds threatening your beautiful garden? 
Pull them out manually or try boiling water or vinegar in-
stead of chemical deterrents.

Here’s to a beautiful and bountiful garden this year! Happy 
Gardening!

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
COMMUNITY GARDEN 
NEWS
by Christine Sheil

CREATING AN EDIBLE LANDSCAPE
An edible garden should be pleasing to the eye, and an 
attractive garden can provide sustenance as well as beauty. 
Many edible plants are lovely in their own right, indepen-
dent of the food they provide. Edibles can be incorporated 
into existing ornamental beds -- and strategic plantings, 
taking inspiration from French potager gardens, can elevate 
the humble veggie patch to a destination.

Edible plants can easily be incorporated into the garden 
via perennials, such as fruit trees and fruiting shrubs. Once 
established, perennials require little maintenance beyond 
some pruning, composting, and mulching. Many peren-
nials provide seasonal interest as well as food. Peach and 
cherry blossoms add lovely color in early 
spring, as do serviceberries. For au-
tumn color, blueberry bushes 
have gorgeous red foliage 
and persimmon leaves turn 
orange, their orange fruit 
ripening late in the fall. Figs 
contribute an interesting branch-
ing structure in the winter. Other ed-
ible perennials include asparagus, grapes, and 
blackberries. Many herbs are perennial and some—includ-
ing bay laurel, sage, rosemary, and thyme—are evergreen. 
Herbs like chives, oregano, basil, and mint have interesting 
foliage, are aromatic, and often have pretty flowers. 

4-30-2018
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BOOM FESTIVAL  
RETURNS TO PLAZA MIDWOOD FOR THIRD YEAR
by Steve Dunn

Charlotte’s premier arts festival, BOOM, returns to Plaza 
Midwood April 20 – 22. BOOM brings together a cu-

rated group of performance and visual artists who are cre-
ating groundbreaking original music, theatre, dance, visual 
arts, spoken word, and more. Now in its third year, BOOM 
is already a treasured institution.

Mark Kemp, the editor-in-chief of Creative Loafing, had this 
to say about last year’s event:

“This is the most diverse crowd of people I’ve ever 
seen assembled in any one place in Charlotte… 
It wasn’t just a rainbow of races, ethnicities and 
cultures, although that certainly was a very 
important part of it. BOOM fest also was a 
mix of very young children, elderly peo-
ple, young adults and middle-aged guys 
like me. Most of all, though, it was a 
mix of ideas. Ideas about art, music, 
politics, different cultural perspectives, 
social justice and community activism. It 
was Charlotte.”

Plaza Midwood is of course the perfect home 
for such an innovative celebration of the arts. 
According to BOOM’s founder, Manoj Kesavan, 
BOOM is excited to return to the neighborhood 

because, “Our goal has always been to create connections 
between diverse artists and the widest ranging commu-
nity—and we’ve intentionally chosen to do that outside 
of the center city. And we seek out unexpected or unused 
spaces—like small venues, alleyways, and parking lots—for 
creative installations and events. Plaza Midwood offers all 
this—and it’s just the right distance from uptown, has good 

density and walkability, great businesses, and is one of 
the hippest neighborhoods in Charlotte.”

BOOM features local and national artists with 
a focus on provocative contemporary work. 

This year’s lineup includes theatre prank-
sters XOXO, the second coming of 
Mall Goth, dance visionaries Taproot, 
and a collection of visual artists from 

right here in Plaza Midwood.

Be sure to stop by BOOM’s outdoor “In-
tersection Stage” across the street from 

Common Market, for non-stop family-
friendly music, dance and all things unex-

pected. There will even be a giant inflatable igloo 
hosting an unforgettable sensory experience!

For more information, visit  
www.boomcharlotte.org.

Niamah Kisoki performing at 2017 BOOM festival. Photo courtesty Anja Studios.
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Since 1919  •  Jesse Pike & Jennifer Keller, Pharmacists

2133 Shamrock Dr., Charlotte     704.563.2286     www.pikespharmacy.com

free Delivery! Take advantage of our free delivery to “your” neighborhood. 
We’ll deliver your prescription right to your door, at no additional charge.

Order refills online! We know you’re busy, so we’ve made refilling your prescription 
even more convenient. Order your refills anytime, 24/7, through our website at  
www.pikespharmacy.com. We’ll give you $10.00 off for any prescription transferred 
from another pharmacy to ours. Just call us with the rx number at your old pharmacy, 
and we will take care of the rest. 

Your copay is the same, so you save more. We accept all insurance plans and we 
never keep you waiting in line like those big drugstores.

It’s so easy! Just give us a call and tell us you’re ready to make the change to 
Pike’s. We’ll take care of the rest and we’ll take care of you… because we’re family.

HOurs: 
9am - 7pm, Monday - friday 
9am - 4pm on Saturday

Still the Good 

Old-Fashioned  

Customer Service  

You Expect — 

Delivered With StYlE.

DONATE
GOODS

www.SATRUCK.org 1-800-SA-TRUCK

For Home Pick-Up:

 

Donating made easy 
with our new mobile app

It’s never been easier to 
help change a life.

Your Recycled Goods 
Recycles Lives.

Consider donating 
your automobile, boat 
or motorcycle and 
make a difference.

satruck.org/donate/choose  
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Partners in Pet sitting
Steve and Sandy Kurt

704-376-0842
Email:  
petsittingpartners@gmail.com

Call:
Partners 

in pet sitting
704-376-0842

email:
petsittingpartners@gmail.com

Professional and loving
In-Home Care
Serving the Plaza Midwood
Area since 1997
Daily Dog walking
Licensed, bonded and insured

PLAZA MIDWOOD LIBRARY SPRING HAPPENINGS
Submitted by Mary Kyle, Teen Specialist

April brings spring happenings at the Plaza Midwood 
Library. 

One big system wide event is “El día de los niños / El 
día de los libros” —or Dia, for short. It’s a multicultural 
celebration of children, families, and reading. Plaza Mid-
wood will have activity sheets available for drop-in visitors 
all month long. 

April also is the time for the North Carolina Science Fes-
tival, a celebration of science with hands-on events at 
branches all over the county. Visit www.ncsciencefestival.
org for more information. 

Regular Storytime on Tuesday, April 10 becomes Little Sci-
entist Storytime with stories and activities supporting the 
science topic. There will also be a science-themed scaven-
ger hunt in the children’s area. 

Teens and Tweens are invited to come learn the science be-
hind our favorite summer treat with Ice Cream Science on 
April 28 at 2 pm. (This program is in place of the Teen 
Ventures Series the third or fourth Saturday each month.) 

If you haven’t met her yet, new children’s librarian Erin 
Crites started in November and brings a fresh set of skills 
to library programming. Erin presents Family Storytime 
on Mondays at 3:30 pm at Midwood Cultural Center and  
a Storytime in Two Languages on Tuesday afternoons at 
2 pm. You can still enjoy the Family Storytimes on Tues-
days and Wednesdays, with the exception of April 4—when 
the Active Reading programs for the year finish up. 

Don’t forget the popular Pajama Rama storytime on the 
second Monday evening each month at 7 pm—a neighbor-
hood favorite!

For Teens and Tweens, the Community Service Program 
on April 14 will provide supplies for several different projects 
so participants may choose which they are interested in do-
ing. This program is held on the first or second Saturday 
each month.

Check out these two programs for teens and their parents. 
First is the final College 101 offering, Blueprint: Surviving 
College, on April 12, where an undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional will share resources and provide tips for 
students to make the most of the college experience and 
map out a personalized success plan. 

On April 19, as part of the Teens Third Thursdays, new 
Online Resources for students will be available free from 
the Library. The Teen Ventures Program in April will show-
case the NC Science Festival on the third or fourth Satur-
day each month.

For adults, 1 on 1 Technology Tutor sessions continue—
where you can get help with library resources or answers 
to your questions about how to use your devices. Call to 
reserve a session. These are offered on Mondays at 2 pm 
and Wednesdays at 4 pm.

You might also be interested in one of two staff-led book 
clubs. The 20s-30s Book Club, a cultural tour through 
literature, meets at the library on the fourth Saturday of 
the month. The Book Club Crawl, meets at venues in 
the neighborhood —places like Intermezzo, The Roasting 
Company and the like. Stop in at the beginning of each 
month to find out what the latest book is, and then join 
Mark Engelbrecht for an illuminating discussion about it. 
This group meets on the fourth Monday each month.

FIND PMNA ON

FACEBOOK: 
FACEBOOK.COM/ 
PLAZAMIDWOOD
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BIKING IN AND AROUND PM
by Pamela Murray

Dockless bikeshare bikes are here. Please enjoy and park 
them responsibly. Do not park them at bike racks. Do 

not impede or block access to the racks. Dockless bikes do 
not need a bike rack. The green ones are Lime and the or-
ange ones are Spin; the yellow ones are V bikes. The blue 
ones are B-Cycles, which have been around for several 
years, even partnering with PMNA during Midwood Maynia 
and other events. 

Editor’s Note: We incorrectly reported in our Winter issue of The 
Spirit that B-Cycles are free to use. Please be aware that they are 
NOT free; B-Cycles require a membership fee and usage fees ap-
ply from the time a bike is undocked until it is redocked. For more 
information, visit https://charlotte.bcycle.com.

UPCOMING BIKE EVENTS
• April 1 kicks off 30 Days of Biking. PM neighbor and 

board chair of the Bicycle Advisory Committee, Adam 
Rasoskie, is the captain of this year’s event. The goal is 
to have 100 people make the pledge to bike every day 
for the 30 days in April.

• Bike!Charlotte is April 29 - May 13.

• Group Commute to Uptown in May: As part of 
Bike!Charlotte, PMNA is partnering with Free Wheelin’ 
Fridays to kick off a group bike ride from Plaza Mid-
wood into uptown every Friday morning in May. The 
group will meet at Common Market for complimentary 
breakfast between 7 and 8 am, and then leave for the 
commute into uptown at 8. It’s a great way to gain 
confidence in city-cycling, learn the best routes and 
tips from experienced bike commuters, and meet other 
like-minded neighbors. Find out more on Facebook 
page charlottebikecommuters.

• S24O: CLT Spokes People’s spring bikecamping trip is 
May 5. As the name implies, it’s sub-24 hours. We’ll be 
camping at McDowell Nature Preserve. You can ride, 
camp—or both.

• PMTNR: The Plaza Midwood Tuesday Night Ride leaves 
at 8 pm from Common Market. 

• Sunday Slow Ride leaves from Legion Brewing at 2 pm.

• Ride to the David Byrne concert May 9; the ride 
leaves from Common Market at 6:30 pm.

• Mother’s Day Ride to McGill Rose Garden—May 13.
For more details about any of these rides, visit  
http://cltspokespeople.org/calendar/.

KIDS AND BIKES
Do you have kids who like biking? Then be sure to check 
out CLT Bike Camp—where children are offered a variety of 
day camp biking experiences throughout the year Geared 

JOIN THE 

PMTNR 
8PM TUESDAYS, FROM THE COMMON 

MARKET. ALL AGES!

for young riders who are eager to gain independence, learn 
new skills and build confidence on their bikes while explor-
ing our amazing city, the camps teach riders the essentials 
of safe riding, bicycle maintenance and route planning. Kids 
will be able to practice riding techniques in a safe, support-
ive environment. Visit cltbikecamp.org for details.

Some Practical Suggestions

Schedule Regular Maintenance: You should get a tune up for 
your bike about once a year. Just like any vehicle, a bicycle 
requires maintenance. Luckily though, it won’t require thou-
sands of dollars like it does for automobiles. Usually, it’ll be 
less than $200—for comprehensive maintenance, and often 
less than that. Many bicycle shops offer specials; there are 
mobile bike repair shops that can come to you as well.

Wear your helmet: It’s always a good idea to wear your hel-
met. Wearing a helmet is a no-brainer actually. It can pre-
vent brain injury if you have an accident. Please wear your 
helmet—even if it’s hot out, even if you don’t like it, and 
especially if you’re in a hurry!

GET ON YOUR BIKE AND RIDE
• Be sure to ask for your Bike Benefits!

• Eager to ride but unsure of a few things? Come check 
out Cycling Savvy. Cycling Savvy consists of three 
three-hour class sessions. One is in the classroom—to 
go over all the rules and strategies. One session is on 
bike skills and drills. The last session is an instructional 
ride putting together all you have learned after you’ve 
completed the classroom and skills classes.

IMPORTANT WEBSITES AND RESOURCES
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/PMTNR. 

Charlotte Spokes People website:  
http://cltspokespeople.org. 

Cycling Savvy classes website:  
https://register.cyclingsavvy.org/findaclass. 

Bike Benefits website: http://bb2.bicyclebenefits.org. 

Pamela Murray is bicycling enthusiast who lives in Plaza Mid-
wood at 2415 Belvedere Avenue and writes a quarterly biking 
column in The Spirit. Reach her at pjoe@carolina.rr.com, pam-
likestobike@gmail.com or 704.372.0052.
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BUSY BEESNESSES!
This spring is truly about growth and renewal for the Plaza 
Midwood Merchants. At the start of 2018, our members 
came together for the City’s Neighborhood Board Retreat. 
It was there that our new vision statement came to life: 
“together leading progress while protecting the soul from 
which we grow.” We cherish each of our local businesses and 
single out The International House for continuously express-
ing the values that shape our special neighborhood: toler-
ance, inclusiveness and the celebration of diversity.

We see positivity spreading in all directions. Our Plaza Mid-
wood day with the Charlotte Checkers back in March brought 
PM residents and businesses together at Bojangles Coliseum 
for an afternoon of sun and sport. The momentum contin-
ues with three events for residents in April: Midwood Market 
on Sunday, April 15; BOOM!Charlotte on April 20 – 22; and 
OpenStreets704 on Sunday, April 29. Be sure and follow each 
event handle on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.

PLAZA MIDWOOD MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION NEWS
Plaza Midwood Merchants Association (PMM) and PMNA are working to connect merchants and neighbors. 
PMM updates The Spirit to let neighbors know about upcoming merchant events, new businesses, and 
highlight business owners who live and operate in PM.
By Clifton Castelloe

Thanks to event founders, Caitlin Sellers Castevens and 
Bethany Darnley, May will bring the Charlotte Student En-
trepreneur Summit, enabling Garinger and Vance students 
to engage with leaders from our business community, learn-
ing about paths to entrepreneurship. This is yet another ex-
ample of PMM and PMNA moving in step to bring positive 
progress. Need more information? Plazamidwood.com/
entrepreneur-summit/.

Another of our partnerships, with Stroll & Roll Plaza Mid-
wood, addresses issues of safety at the intersections of Cen-
tral and The Plaza and at Pecan and Central; the solutions are 
forthcoming. Near those corners, we are thrilled to see the 
Nook Mural Project taking shape. Our Plaza Midwood roots 
are showing  proud together, strong and beautiful.
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CHECK US OUT ON

 INSTAGRAM: 
 INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
PLAZAMIDWOOD

REMEMBER,  
IF SOMETHING LOOKS SUSPICIOUS,

CALL 911
AND REPORT IT! 

RESIDENT OF THE QUARTER

STEVAN TALEVSKI
by Renee Bradley

Stevan Talevski and his 
family moved to their 

dream home on The Plaza 
in 2015, envisioning enjoy-
able days spent outdoors in 
a walkable neighborhood. 
Quickly, he noticed the traf-
fic down The Plaza wasn’t 
exactly pedestrian-friendly, 
however, and he was con-
cerned by the high speeds 
of drivers.

One day, walking with his two-year-old daughter, Mila, 
the pair was nearly hit by a truck speeding down The 
Plaza. That proved to be a breaking point for Stevan, and 
he knew he had to do something.

Partnering with the PMNA, Stevan launched the “Stroll 
& Roll” campaign as a way to advocate for improved 
pedestrian and bicyclist safety. Stevan worked hard to 
spread awareness of the group’s concept and gain sup-
port from the community.

Turns out, Stevan hit a nerve. Stroll & Roll’s petition 
quickly reached more than 1,000 signatures and caught 
the attention of city leaders. Stevan and his volunteers 
met with CDOT and other city officials who ultimately 
brought their petition to then-mayor Jennifer Roberts 
and the Charlotte city council—where Stevan spoke 
about his concerns at a public forum in March 2017.

Because of Stevan’s persistence and help from leaders 
of Charlotte’s Open Streets event, CDOT agreed to the 
first ever protected bike lane demonstration in Char-
lotte, closing off two lanes of traffic along The Plaza for 
a weeklong test run.

During the event, Stevan set up a B-Cycle tent in his 
front yard and connected with passersby to share the 
Stroll & Roll vision. It was a hit.

CDOT’s study proved neighbors appreciated the in-
creased safety, and the bike lanes had a significant im-
pact in lowering speeds on The Plaza. After more than 
two years of work by Stevan and his volunteers, CDOT 
approved a plan to permanently reduce the traffic on 
The Plaza and install protected bike lanes.

Getting to this point wasn’t easy, Stevan said. “For me, 
it is a no-brainer that when we build communities con-
ducive to walking and biking, it makes our city a safer, 
healthier and happier place to live.” What started as a 

determination to protect his family turned into a passion 
to improve quality of life in the broader community.

Now that the bike lane project is under way, Stevan con-
tinues to advocate to ensure it’s implemented in a way 
that will not only improve safety, but also enhance the 
beauty of the neighborhood and bring community to-
gether.
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15% off 
Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204

704.335.7288

Espresso
Iced Drinks

Pastries
Gifts

Free WiFi
MIDWOOD MOMMIES IS 
GROWING STRONG
by Tiffany Mason

Midwood Mommies has reached 180 members and is still 
growing! We recently had an enjoyable ladies brunch at 
the lovely Haberdish restaurant in NoDa and a cookies 
exchange and board games event at the home of one 
of our Midwood Mommies members. We love getting 
together and having a great time and we are excited about 
some upcoming events.

So many great discussions are happening within our Face-
book group. We all owe a big thank you to Julie Acuna 
who is helping to keep things organized with all the group 
discussions and Mary Burr Newsome who is leading our 
Moxie Mom Classes.

We’ll be offering some entertaining education-based work-
shops for our Midwood Mommies group. If you’d like to 
be one of our featured guest speakers, I encourage you to 
reach out to Mary at 980.521.8609. And if you would like 
to attend, join our group; the Facebook page is listed below.

Come say hi—or better still, join the discussions in our 
Facebook group and hang out with us at one of our up-
coming meetups.

Tiffany Mason is the founder of the Midwood Mommies group for moms 
in the area. You can join Midwood Mommies by going to https://www.
facebook.com/groups/midwoodmommies. Tiffany is also a certified life 
and career coach; you may contact her at tiffanyvilla123@gmail.com.

Tiffany Mason, Mary Burr Newsome and Mary’s baby Evey.

NOW IT’S TIME TO 
REMOVE TREEBANDS

IF YOU BANDED YOUR TREES 
LAST FALL!
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MERCHANT OF THE QUARTER

DR. MIKE FARMER
of Plaza Midwood Dentistry
by David Hale

If you’ve ever sat in the chair for a clean-
ing at Dr. Mike Farmer’s office, you’ve 

no doubt seen the photos hanging on 
the wall. Many feature Farmer standing 
in a remote African village, smiling kids by his side, beaming 
into the camera. 

Dr. Farmer’s business, Plaza Midwood Dentistry, is his pro-
fessional work. His passion, however, is those kids. 

Each year, Dr. Farmer travels with four dental students from 
UNC all the way to Uganda to work with the dental school 
there and bring dental hygiene to some of the most remote 
villages in the country.

“We go out and do a week’s worth of outreach about three 
hours north of [Kampala] for people who don’t have any 
access,” Farmer said. “We drive out to their villages and 
they get there either by bike or they walk. Sometimes they 
walk two to three hours just to get there.”

Dr. Farmer and his students treat more than 650 people 
on each of their trips, but that’s just a small—and often 
temporary—step, he said. While the group brings nearly 

3,000 toothbrushes and toothpaste, the need for preventa-
tive care and routine cleanings remains great. The dental 
school there produces only about twelve new dentists per 
year, which Dr. Farmer said works out to about one dentist 
for every 165,000 people in need of care.

This year, Dr. Farmer will be visiting Uganda from July 15 
through August 6 with a new group of students, but his 
goals are much bigger.

“Our goals are more long term than what the short term is 
doing,” he said.

Dr. Farmer is currently working to turn The Uganda Project 
into an official non-profit. They’re sending over eight dental 
lights and chairs, along with an X-ray machine and steriliza-
tion machine, with the hopes of soon starting a new clinic 
there that will produce three new dentists each year as well 
—a 25 percent increase from the current output.

It’s a start, and the hope, Dr. Farmer said, is to do much 
more in the future. But even after he returns home to his of-
fice at Central Avenue and The Plaza, where he’s practiced 
since 2013, the work stays with him and helps inspire him 
to find new ways to make an impact.

“A lot of people talk about getting burned out on dentistry 
or lose focus on why they’re doing it,” he said. “For me to 
see the pictures every day, it keeps you focused on what 
you’re doing.”
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NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS 
UPDATE 
 Shamrock Gardens Elementary
By Beth Blackwood 

Record Breaking Shamrock Shuffle!

Neither rain nor the cold could dampen the spirits of the 
runners at the Shamrock Shuffle on March 11. The sixth 
annual 5k fundraiser registered a record 250 participants 
who walked, ran and even skated through Plaza Mid-
wood and Country Club Heights.

Created to benefit the students of Shamrock Gardens, the 
Shuffle sustains the strong relationship between the school 
and surrounding neighborhoods, while the funds gener-
ated support the vast needs of students and teachers.

We send a hearty thank you to all the committed volun-
teers and community sponsors who make this event a re-
ality. The many hours and much work needed to put the 
race together were evident, resulting in the best Shuffle 
ever.

YOU’RE NOT  
TOO COOL FOR SCHOOL. 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES OUR  
SCHOOLS BETTER!

Brinley Huntley
Broker/Realtor®

704-650-1193
brinley@hmproperties.com

Plaza Midwood Resident Realtor®

I am committed to providing exceptional customer service 

through prompt and thorough communication, market 

knowledge, and integrity.  It would be my pleasure to assist 

when you are ready to make a move!

HMPROPERTIES.COM

 Garinger High & Eastway Middle Schools
By Gregg Hill

The CMS report “Breaking the Link” has been re-
leased and can be found on the CMS website. The 

report analyzes 2016-17 data from Char-Meck schools to 
determine if there is a link between demographics and 
outcomes in district schools. 

http://www.cms.k12.nc.us/cmsdepartments/account-
ability/Document/Breaking%20the%20Link%20English.
pdf
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EDUCATOR OF THE QUARTER

BETHANY DARNLEY
by David Hale

There’s a quote posted in Bethany Darnley’s classroom at 
Garinger High School. It reads, “It’s not about what you 

want to be, it’s about what problems you want to solve.” 
This has been a mantra for our educator of the quarter, as 
she continually works to improve the lives of her students 
at Garinger by creating unique leadership programs aimed 
at connecting underserved students within the community 
around them.

Darnley is the founder of the Ultreia Society—a Latin phrase 
meaning, “Always Further, Always Higher”—that is struc-
tured to give Garinger students the tools to pursue their 
goals, and also to teach and help others. The juniors and 
seniors in the program mentor at-risk freshmen for course 
credit, while local businesses and community leaders work 
with the older students and offer workshops and internships.

Originally from Pittsburgh, Darnley has been teaching at 
Garinger for four years, and her impact is already being felt 
—not just here in our neighborhood, but citywide.

Last year, Darnley and Plaza Midwood neighbor Caitlin Sell-
ers Castevens launched the Student Entrepreneurship Sum-
mit, aimed at connecting students with business leaders in 

the community. The inaugural event was such a huge suc-
cess that this year’s follow-up will be even bigger, including 
students from all around Charlotte

“There is a thriving entrepreneurship community within 
Charlotte, but our students have limited exposure to the 
vast opportunities and career pathways available to them,” 
Darnley said. “My hope is that the entrepreneur summit 
provides exposure to students to pursue careers they are 
passionate about. In the long run, I hope it can support 
pathways to build community and mentorship between 
our high school and local businesses.” 

The idea of improving social capital for young people in 
communities where those networks rarely exist has been 
a talking point in Charlotte political circles for years, but 
Darnley’s work is taking it from talking stage to implemen-
tation, and the city has recognized the Entrepreneur Sum-
mit as a big step in the right direction. 

This year’s event will be held May 14 at CPCC’s Tate Hall, 
with students from Garinger, West Charlotte, and Vance 
high schools participating. There will be keynote speakers, 
mock interviews and breakout sessions to teach students 
about everything from writing a resume to networking. 

Darnley and Castevens are still looking for volunteers and 
business owners in the community to participate. If you’re 
interested in being a part of the project, you can email 
Darnley at bethany1.darnley@cms.k12.nc.us. 
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In 2017 my Sellers received, on 
average, 100.04% of their asking price.  

My marketing strategy will work for 
your home too!     

Robert Dulin
Broker and Trusted Advisor

Call 704-661-3173
Robert@RobertDulin.com  www.RobertDulin.com

Helping people make sound financial and quality of life decisions around real estate since 1986
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

No clever slogans – just RESULTS.
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HAPPENINGS COMING UP 
SOON IN THE HOOD AND 
CLOSE BY
EIGHTH ANNUAL KINGS DRIVE ART WALK 
Saturday, May 5, 11 am – 6 pm and  
Sunday, May 6, 11 am – 5 pm

The Kings Drive Art Walk returns to 
the Little Sugar Creek Greenway in 
Charlotte’s Midtown, continuing its 
tradition of combining the arts and 
the outdoors with a free, family-
friendly fine arts event presented 
by the nonprofit organization Fes-
tival in the Park.

The Art Walk features fine arts for sale in numerous 
media, including paint and drawing, sculpture, pottery, 
and metal, stone and glass works. Both local artists and 
those visiting from other states are featured at the show.

Entertainment includes the return of the JazzArts Music 
Stage, aerial dancers and strolling musicians along the 
Greenway.

For parking information, directions and other informa-
tion, visit www.festivalinthepark.org.

DEMOCRATIC 12TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
CONVENTION
Saturday, May 5, 10 am
The Democratic 12th Congressional District will be host-
ing its annual convention at The Vine on the morning of 
May 5. A fundraising breakfast will kick off the event at 9 
am, followed by the convention itself at 10 am.

Because this coincides with Midwood Maynia, organiz-
ers are encouraging attendees to enjoy the home tour 
and join neighbors in Midwood Park after the conven-
tion work finishes around 1 pm.

Neighbors are also invited to drop in during the event.  
Congresswoman Alma Adams will be on hand to speak 
with constituents as well.

MOVIES IN THE PARK
Plaza Midwood’s Walk-In Movie Series  
2018 Lineup

Thrilled with the overwhelmingly enthusiastic re-
sponse for this movie series, PMNA added a few 
dates—because you asked for it! Plan to join your 
neighbors under the stars for another round of great 
movies, great neighbors and unparalleled camara-
derie. Bring your own lawn chair, blanket, and pop-
corn. All movie showings are on Saturday nights, 
beginning at 8 pm.

• May 26:  Raiders of the Lost Ark

• June 30:  Karate Kid

• August 25:  ET

• September 30:  Grease

• October 20:  Never Ending Story

THINK GLOBALLY, 
SPEND LOCALLY.

PLEASE SUPPORT PM BUSINESSES
& ADVERTISERS!
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1325 PECAN AVENUE | Bungalow 1325
(Friday night Candlelight Tour only)

Cass and Brian 
Bradley had lived 
in Plaza Mid-
wood for eleven 
years and had 
always eyed a 
tiny little “fixer 
upper” on Pecan 
Avenue near the 
business district 
which would be 
ideal for Cass to 

display her photographic art. When it hit the market in the 
spring of 2015, they excitedly purchased it and set out to 
create the perfect ‘tiny house’ for Cass’s art—and to share 
space with other local photographers, brides and anyone 
seeking a pretty little rentable space.

With the help of dear friend Jaqueline Wheeler, they took 
the space from dark-man-cave to a pretty little she-shed.  
With lots of gallons of the perfect white paint, and glass 
tables and many mirrors providing reflective surfaces, Cass 
and Jaqueline opened the space up, making it feel much 
larger than its 980 square feet. The feminine space with a 
touch of old Hollywood glamour includes furnishings from 
local neighboring businesses—a pair of stunning water col-
ored wingbacks from Tuft, an ornate glass table from Slate 
and several Salvation Army finds given new life with that 
perfect white paint.

This teeny house has been lovingly named Bungalow 1325 
—and though she be but little…she is lovely. Most of the 
art on the walls is by Cass herself, with the notable excep-
tion of the painting above the mantel, purchased from (the 
now closed) Plaza Muse art gallery the day she quit her 
corporate job to pursue her dream of owning her own pho-
tography business in Plaza Midwood.

1424 THOMAS AVENUE | Ben & Cara Schroll

Since meeting in 
their first class on 
the first day of 
college, Ben and 
Cara’s relation-
ship has been 
cha rac te r i z ed 
by more than a 
few spontaneous 
decisions. Like 
planning a ren-
dezvous in Italy 

less than a week in advance, or quitting both of their stable 
jobs in Charlotte in the middle of a financial crisis to go bar-
tend in the Virgin Islands. But one such decision has proved 
fortuitous—they purchased the very first home they visited, 
on the only day they ever spent house-shopping.

The 1929 bungalow on Thomas Avenue had been in fore-
closure for three years before the Schrolls bought it in 2012. 
A large family room and a second level with the master bed 
and bath had already been added, including one of their 
favorite features—the unique, traditional wide trim around 
all the windows and doors in the original house was contin-
ued into the addition. 

Even though children weren’t top-of-mind when buying 
the house, six years later they’re happy to realize that a 
slightly unconventional layout has been quite well-suited 
to their family of four. Their two little girls have their own 
section of house that is removed from the family room and 
backyard, which allows for quiet naptimes and early bed-
times even when friends are over to cook out or watch a 
game. 

Though the front porch has always been one of their fa-
vorite aspects of the house, the backyard is getting some 
major love after receiving a facelift from Jay Sifford Garden 
Design last fall. Jay and his team installed landscaping for 
the entire property, complementing the design for the back 
with a striking flagstone patio—hands-down, the home-
owners’ favorite project yet!

2900 BELVEDERE AVENUE | Ellen Kelly & Grace Morales

In 2013, Ellen 
Kelly tried to buy 
a stunning mid-
century modern 
home at 2900 
Belvedere Ave-
nue, but the deal 
fell through. She 
bought a new 
house on Cha-
tham Avenue, but 
never got over 
losing Belvedere.

In 2016 and newly married to Grace, the couple reached 
out again through Facebook to the then-owners of 2900 
just to let them know they’d love to buy the house if it ever 
came up for sale again. Turns out the owners were thinking 
of moving to the lake! So the process of owning 2900 Bel-
vedere began again. This time, things fell easily into place 
and now the couple are the delighted owners of this unique 
home.

2018 MIDWOOD Home & Garden TOUR PREVIEW
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Ellen and Grace moved in March 2017 and have luckily 
only needed to make primarily cosmetic changes. Every 
surface, inside and out, has been painted. New counter-
tops, backsplash, range top, kitchen sink and faucet have 
been installed, along with new cabinet hardware on the 
freshly painted kitchen cabinets. Next reno project is to put 
in new windows along the back of the house to showcase 
the extensive work that Ellen has completed in the back 
yard.

2900 Belvedere has a great feel and Ellen and Grace agree 
there is something special about the house. They came to 
find out the original owner was a minister and held prayer/
healing meetings in the house many years ago. That makes 
perfect sense and explains the peaceful vibe people ac-
knowledge when they walk through the door.

2100 MIDWOOD PLACE | Paul and Kate Terrigno

Kate and Paul 
g rew  u p  i n 
Sag Harbor, a 
small town in 
the Hamptons 
known for its 
unique charm 
and classic, time-
less homes. So 
they instantly fell 
in love with Plaza 
Midwood upon 

moving to Charlotte—most especially the 1936 cottage 
they stumbled upon in 2014. Its undeniable charm, crafts-
manship and great bones prompted them to purchase the 
home after their first walk-through.

From the start, the couple’s vision was to modernize and 
create their dream space, while maintaining the integrity 
and detailed craftsmanship of the original home. They’ve 
revamped all the paint colors throughout, refinished the 
original hardwoods with an ebony stain for contrast, and 
have taken the all-white approach to the renovation of the 
galley kitchen—which now features new Carrera marble 
countertops alongside a classic farmhouse sink, making it 
modern, but seeming like it’s always been there. In addition 
to some other updates, they took an underutilized space off 
their master and turned it into the sweetest nursery for their 
newest addition, son Alec. 

The Terrigno’s most recent project is the most ambitious 
yet. To honor their passion for the outdoors and being on 
the water, they have created an outdoor retreat with a re-
built backyard deck and salt-water pool installation. The 
landscape design, inspired by Kate’s architect father, can be 
viewed from the stair landing or the back kitchen window, 
creating an effortless indoor-outdoor connection. Most 
days, you’ll find the family on the screened porch or enjoy-
ing their backyard oasis with family and friends.

1700 TIPPAH AVENUE | Garden of Sharon Kugelmass 

Sharon wanted 
an inside-outside 
house, which 
is exactly what 
she got when 
she remodeled 
her home at the 
corner of Tip-
pah and Kens-
ington. Inspired 
by the gracious 
and charming 
porches of her neighbors—and some fantastic porch par-
ties, she rebuilt the sunroom and doubled the size of the 
porch—which now serves as the primary spot to relax and 
watch the world stroll by.

Now that Sharon is retired, she spends a lot more time 
people-watching and talking with neighbors. And most of 
them want to talk about the unique railing that snakes up 
the hill climbing two stairways—connecting the pathway 
with the street below. “What is it?” they ask. A swirling 
river?  Cascading waterfalls? Van Gogh’s Starry Night?  This 
railing is certainly a conversation starter and neighborhood 
connector.

The railing became necessary after a fall down slippery 
stairs on a cold snowy day in January 2014. Though she 
resisted at first, after seeing PM landscape designer Laurel 
Holtzapple’s own “Bubble Fence” on Belvedere, Sharon re-
alized she could have something whimsical, reflecting the 
neighborhood personality, yet also safe and functional.

With Laurel’s design built by NoDa ironworks artist Theron 
Ross, and architect/artist Carrie Gault’s swirling terra cotta 
mosaic connecting the stairs, stainless steel coils now flow 
up the slope. The design features teal blue metal disks that 
match the front door. 

1716 TRUMAN ROAD | Patrick and Lacey Kavanagh 

After renting in 
the Sedgefield 
a rea ,  Pat r i ck 
and Lacey were 
very excited to 
relocate to their 
dream neighbor-
hood in October 
2014, when they 
purchased their 
craftsman-style 
home on Tru-
man. Though the house was fairly new, built in 1998, they 
knew they wanted to slowly remodel it to fit their more 
modern bohemian aesthetic. Because the couple loves be-
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ing outdoors, the initial updates were focused on the exte-
rior and yard. First up was the front yard, where some trees 
were removed and a walkway added. The following fall, 
it was the back yard—with all-new landscaping and fenc-
ing. In the spring of 2017, the house got all new exterior 
paint, new shutters and new front porch railing for a mod-
ern look. Beth Keim, previous home tour participant and 
owner of Lucy & Company, came up with the concept.  Up 
next is the kitchen!

The couple’s love of travel is evident in their design. Having 
embarked on several adventures over the past few years, 
they try to pick up a piece of art in each place they visit to 
display at home. A living room wall is filled with such art 
collected from their travels, with each piece sporting a fun 
or exciting story about how it was acquired. They picked 
up the “evil eye” while visiting Greece last fall. Cabs were 
limited so they ended up hiking six miles through the cliffs 
of Santorini back to the hotel with it—ouch!

Home Tour Tip: Notice the windows and other details of 
this home as you walk through. For a newer home, this one 
certainly has the character and charm of Plaza Midwood 
“all over it.”

1804 MECKLENBURG AVENUE | Madelyn Christie

When Madelyn 
Christie was plan-
ning to move her 
family to Char-
lotte last sum-
mer, she knew 
exac t l y  what 
she wanted in a 
ne ighborhood 
and home. A na-
tive of Birming-
ham, Alabama, 

Madelyn has always been drawn to historic homes with lots 
of character. Her most recent home in Birmingham was lo-
cated in a revitalized historic neighborhood; Madelyn was 
interested in finding a similar neighborhood in Charlotte. 
She wanted to find an older home in a neighborhood of 
diversity and inclusion—and was not afraid of a project! 

Searching for a home six hours away was quite a task, but 
she was thrilled when she discovered Plaza Midwood—and 
she realized quickly that she would need to jump at the 
opportunity to purchase a house in the fast-moving real es-
tate environment here. This couldn’t have rung truer when 
she put a contract on her house after viewing it only via 
Facetime! The character and charm really sold her—and 
she already had a vision for the improvements needed.

The house had been a rental property for over twenty years; 
needless to say, it needed a lot of work. Luckily, a lot of 
structural work and a second bathroom addition had been 
done by the previous owner. So Madelyn began a kitchen 
remodel and some cosmetic changes. Hardwoods were re-
stored to their original beauty, and a fresh coat of paint 
came next—inside and out. New fixtures were selected to 
better reflect the style and personality of the home. Mad-
elyn spent countless hours completing most of the renova-
tions herself. She loves to cook, so the kitchen reno allowed 
her to have the exact amenities she wanted. With a mix of 
budget-friendly IKEA cabinets and a splurge on Alabama 
white marble countertops, her kitchen is an inspiration for 
all the diy-ers out there.

3101 LOMA LANE | Steve Firenze & Dave Holtzman

Back in 2011, Steve 
and Dave noticed 
this Loma Lane 
midcentury and felt 
a strong pull to it, 
hoping one day it 
would hit the mar-
ket. In 2013, they 
quickly met their 
realtor there after 
they saw that it 
had popped up on the listings, looked around the house 
for about fifteen minutes—and made a strong offer imme-
diately.

Both homeowners are fans of a modern, streamlined aes-
thetic and wanted to honor this 1951 home and keep it 
true to its roots. The windows have all been replaced, but 
the character is accurate to the original design. Other key 
features like the wood burning fireplace and window wall 
in the library were kept. One very interesting feature of the 
home—that unfortunately had to be removed—was the 
low voltage lighting that was state of the art for a 1951 
home, featuring a knob at the carport door that could turn 
on lights in every room of the home. 

When they purchased the house, it was a 1700 square foot, 
two-bedroom, two-bath home. After renovations, they 
have created a three-bed, three-bath design in 2300 square 
feet. While adding eight feet in the kitchen for entertaining 
space, the bulk of the new addition is in the master suite.  
Perhaps the most interesting feature is the master bath—
which will be a fun surprise to see on the Tour.

Home Tour Tip: Make sure to notice the doggie door in 
the hallway and keep an eye out for squirrel related items 
around the house—Brittany spaniel Gage is obsessed with 
all things squirrel.

Home Tour Preview, continued
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1908 BELVEDERE AVENUE | Ken Riel & Steve Heinecke

When Ken and 
Steve  moved 
to Midwood in 
2008 they im-
mediately fell in 
love with their 
new community. 
They lived on 
Thomas Avenue 
before buying 
their 1939 bun-
galow/cottage 

mix on Belvedere in 2010. Before moving in they per-
formed a soft renovation, which included new counters, 
back splash, appliances, paint and refinished floors. The 
house was then 1350 square feet with two bedrooms and 
one bath—and in comparison to the NYC apartments they 
came from, it was HUGE and it had incredible character.
Shortly after their purchase, they found out they were be-
coming parents of twins and quickly took action to create 
a nursery for the little people who would soon join them.  
At that time, they also finished the basement as an office 
for Ken, including a guest bedroom for all the visitors they 
expected with the new arrivals.

After a few years of growing children—and toys, they re-
alized they needed more room. They were torn between 
tearing down and building a new house or simply adding 
more space. In the end, the smaller, quaint footprint of a 
typical Midwood home won out.

They added a master suite, relocated both the kitchen and 
dining rooms for a more contemporary flow, also adding a 
screened back porch. It’s been a little more than six months 
living in their “new” home and they love it; it perfectly suits 
their Midwood lifestyle. Ken and Steve decided to open 
their house to the tour so others are able to see how you 
can maximize space, obtain a contemporary feel, all while 
maintaining Midwood charm.

2415 MECKLENBURG AVENUE | Sheridan and Perry 
Lorenz

According to the 
Lorenzes, “We 
believe that it is 
important to pre-
serve the essence 
of a beautiful old 
building. Historic 
homes can meet 
modern living 
needs, yet retain 
the historically 
important fea-

OUR 2018 HOME & GARDEN TOUR

SPONSORS

tures and the essential style that make them so special.” 
As they renovated their lovely 1932 Colonial Revival, this 
mantra was the driving force. 

Upon purchasing the house, they expected to find prob-
lems—after all, an 84-year-old structure would sustain wear 
and tear over the years. But they were pleasantly surprised 
to learn that there was nothing major, just some rotten 
joists, a small roof leak and damage to some windows. The 
Lorenzes began a massive remodel upstairs, turning three 
large bedrooms on a private hallway into a sumptuous mas-
ter suite including his-and-hers bathrooms and a walk-in 
closet. A small study then became a sitting room—which is 
connected to the master bedroom through double pocket 
doors.

Downstairs, the previous kitchen and small breakfast room 
were combined, creating a large space featuring a new is-
land—opening up the area and providing better connectiv-
ity with the dining room. A back porch addition connects 
three exterior entries and leads to the large three-level pa-
tio and outdoor entertaining space, all ready for cookouts 
around the grill island. In the front, the porch was enlarged, 
adding curved steps and hand-forged handrails to contrast 
with the straight lines of the house and to replicate the de-
sign of the leaded glass in the front door side lights.

Though this home was built for another era (even once 
sporting a small button in the floor under the dining table 
so the lady of the house could summon her staff), Perry 
and Sheridan have created a stunning home that harkens 
back to that era while featuring a functional floor plan, soft 
colors and simple, clean lines for a modern lifestyle.

•  SLATE INTERIORS  
Andrew Roby General  
Contractors  •  BlueSky 
Photo Artists  •  Birdsong 
Brewing  •  Charlotte In-
Vironments, Inc.•  Fern  •  

Groundworks Studio  •  The Light Factory   
•  Moxie Mercantile  •  Ken Riel/Nestlewood 
Realty  •  Red Clay Ciderworks  •  Undercur-
rent Coffee   •  YAFO Kitchen
•  Arden Fuller/Art & Dirt  •  B-Cycle  •  Rita’s Italian Ice   
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WINTER FLING THANK YOUS
by Andrew Kavulic

Aloha friends and neighbors! We seem to say this just 
about every year, but this year set a new record for fun-

draising at Plaza Midwood’s Winter Fling Luau and Silent 
Auction, thanks to the amazing items and financial gen-
erosity of our wonderful sponsors, donors and neighbors.

As my first year at the helm of this event, I found my head 
spinning little—especially when we began receiving all the 
donations from our neighbors and neighborhood mer-
chants that were headed for the silent auction… and we 
were tasked with arranging the items into packages. At first 
it was a little daunting, but after we found our rhythm, we 
assembled some great auction items. And in the end, it was 
definitely worth the time and effort! Evidently you thought 
so too, since we set a new record.

Attendance was pretty close to 400 strong—nearly all Plaza 
Midwood neighbors—who came out to enjoy a new loca-
tion, Resident Culture Brewing. As the evening progressed, 
it sure seemed like a lot more folks, possibly because so 
many were lurking around all the auction tables, making 
sure they got the final bid in as the clock struck 9.

Those last-minute bids helped us bring in a funding wind-
fall that will go directly toward community improvement 
projects in Plaza Midwood. We are already underway with 
a revitalization project for the Community Garden at Mid-
wood Park and have multiple beautification projects lined 
up for 2018. We’ve also added an extra movie night to our 

summer movies in the park series. And we’re working with 
CDOT and the Stroll & Roll campaign to make sure the new 
bike lanes coming to The Plaza are decorated with unique 
art and landscaping details.

None of this would have come together so seamlessly with-
out amazing support from the team at Resident Culture. A 
big shout-out to Phillip, Amanda and Cassi—such gracious 
hosts who did a phenomenal job; thank you! We also thank 
the folks at Roots Catering, Queen City Grounds and The 
Roasting Company for providing the evening’s delicious 
fare—and to Music 4 Life and New Local for providing great 
music throughout the evening.

I look forward to planning Winter Fling again and hope to 
see you all there next year! Mahalo!

THANK YOU to our Winter Fling SPONSORS:

Platinum
• Jeff King/Savvy & Co.   
• Rudy Cools Heating & Air  
• Beverly Newell, Ian Leonard,  
   Tracy Gregg/5 Points Realty

Gold
• Robert Dulin/KW   
• Accord Construction Group  
• Kennedy Homes of the Carolinas  
• Kevin Lewis/EdwardJones

Our Silent Auction Donors:
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1111 Central Ave, #230, Charlotte, NC 28204   •   917-301-9511   •   ken@nestlewoodrealty.com

Did you
 know?

Looking to make a move?  
Let’s chat about my plan of 

action to get you where 
you want to be!

Nearly 70% of 
all Midwood Home 

sales happen between 
May and September?

Your Trusted Midwood Realtor and Neighbor Since 2008 

917-301-9511  |  ken@nestlewoodrealty.com

#RielEstate

 
KEN RIEL

BROKER / REALTOR  /  DAD

Source: CMLS 01/01/2012 - 12/31/2017

®
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
We are lucky here in Plaza Midwood to have a wealth of faith options from which choose. Our churches are active and 
involved in our neighborhood. We are pleased to provide calendar and event information from our faith community.

In this issue, we welcome a new faith partner, Mosaic 
Church, located in the International House complex on 
Central Avenue.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1900 The Plaza
• Weekly Calendar:

• Sunday School, Adult and Children’s Classes: 9:30 
am. 

• Sunday Worship Service: 11 am. 

• Choir Rehearsal: Every Wednesday, 6:30 pm. 

• Young at Heart Lunch: Every Thursday at Noon. 
Home-cooked meal, all ages welcome.

• Fiber Arts for Charity: Second Saturday each 
month. 9 am. 

• Yard Sale/Bake Sale/Car Wash: May 11 & 12.
For more information on any Holy Trinity event or pro-
gram or other ministry opportunities, visit the web-
site at www.htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 
704.334.7348. 

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
• Sunday Worship

• Sunday School: 9:45 am. For all ages.

• Sunday Morning Worship: 11 am.

• Evening Worship: 5 pm.

• Annual Barbeque/Yard Sale/Bake Sale: Saturday, 
May 5. 8 am till 3 pm. All proceeds go to Midwood 
Missions. This is a great place to grab lunch during 
your Midwood Maynia activities in the park and 
home & garden touring!

• Parents’ Day Out Ministry for Plaza Midwood: Now 
accepting new students for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Midwood Baptist is offering this ministry to 
support families in the community by providing 
a safe, nurturing place for preschoolers to grow 
spiritually, physically, cognitively, emotionally, and 
socially—focusing on developmental and age-appro-
priate activities, while providing a spiritual founda-
tion. Schedule is Monday/Wednesday/Friday from 9 
am to 1 pm. References available on request. 

 For any other information, email Kitty Greene at 
kitty greene@windstream.net or Cheryl Baldwin at 
Bearsden@gmail.com, visit the church website or 
call the church office. 

For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or 
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbap-
tist.org or call 704.376.8944.

MOSAIC CHURCH 
1817 Central Avenue 
• Sunday Worship Services: 10 and 11:30 am.  

Beginning April 1.
A message from Kristin Young, Campus Director of Mo-
saic Church, new to Plaza Midwood, located in the In-
ternational House campus: “We are excited to be join-
ing the Plaza Midwood community and look forward to 
meeting all of you! Mosaic exists to be a diverse commu-
nity who lives by faith, is known by love, and is a voice 
of hope. It is our desire to reflect the diversity of our city, 
which includes people from different cultures, ethnici-
ties, generations, socio-economic status, education, and 
religious backgrounds. We believe that God takes broken 
people and creates a beautiful mosaic for His purpose. 
Our services are contemporary and casual and we often 
say that Mosaic is a place where you can ‘belong before 
you believe.’”

For information on any Mosaic Church event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.mosaicchurch.tv 
or call the office, 704.458.7373; or email Kristin Young 
at kristin@mosaicchurch.tv. Facebook: @mosaicchurch; 
Instagram/Twitter: @mosaicclt.

PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2304 The Plaza
Editor’s Note: Pastor Tom Tate is retiring in May. He will be 
moving with his new wife, Susan, to Oklahoma where they 
both grew up. Many thanks to you, Pastor Tom, for your de-
votion to our community, to Plaza Pres, and for your years of 
leadership on our CMS School Board. We will miss you, but 
wish you all the best.

• Weekly Calendar: 

• Sunday School: 9:45 in the conference room.

• Sunday Worship: 11 am. 45 Minute Worship in 
the Sanctuary.
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• Exercise Programs: Highly qualified instructors. 
No reservation or registration needed. And no cost 
unless you choose to make a donation. Use the door 
near the rose garden. Meet in the Conference Room. 
Come and enjoy!

• Yoga: Mondays, 6 pm. 

• Sit and Be Fit: Tuesdays, 12:30 pm. Exercise for 
those of us not as mobile as we used to be.

• Pilates: Tuesdays, 6:00 pm. 
For information on any Plaza Presbyterian event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.plazapresbyterian.
org or call the church office, 704.376.8594; or email 
plazapres@gmail.com.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community 
2101 Belvedere Avenue
• Weekly Worship: Sundays. 11 am.
For more information on The Vine, visit the website at 
TheVineCharlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348, 
ext. 205.

PICTURE

YOUR 
AD

HERE.
When you advertise in The Spirit, 

your message is delivered to  
approximately 3000 area  

neighbors who love to shop, dine 
and otherwise hang out in the  

Charlotte's hippest hood. 

Tell them how awesome you are!

Contact spirit@plazamidwood.org  
for more information.

plazamidwood.org

“I Got A Feel For The Peel”

1600 Central Ave. 
(704) 790-7335

1. Kids Eat FREE
On Tuesdays!

2.  Music Bingo On 
Wednesdays!

3.  Live Music On 
Thursdays!

Check 
Out Our 

New 
Menu!

3.  Free Yoga On
 Mondays!

tapandpeel.com
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CHARLOTTE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION UPDATE 
Spring 2018
by Kristina Harpst

Place Types/Unified Development Ordinance  
Project Update 
The Charlotte Place Types and Unified Development Ordi-
nance (UDO) Project is a city-wide effort aimed at updating 
the policies and regulations that guide growth and devel-
opment in Charlotte. This is one project with two parts. 
Part I is Charlotte Place Types, which sets the vision. Part II 
is the Unified Development Ordinance, which will imple-
ment the vision. 

Place Types is a new approach to the classification of land 
and provides guidance for planning efforts in our commu-
nity and how future development should look and func-
tion. Land classifications are similar to typical land use cat-
egories such as residential, employment, and industrial. 
Place Types are not ordinance or law and are less specific. 
Place Types set forth design elements that guide form and 
development, types and intensities of land use, scale, site 
design, and accessibility. There are four Place Types Catego-
ries: Neighborhoods, Centers, Open Space, and Sectors.

The Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) is the primary 
tool to implement Place Types and Charlotte’s other plans 
and policies through development regulations. UDO is law 
and is more specific. The UDO combines eight sets of de-
velopment regulations into a single document including 
the Zoning Ordinance, Tree Ordinance, Subdivision, Streets 
& Sidewalks, Post-Construction Stormwater, Flood Plain, 
Erosion, and Driveway/Access. 

HDC staff is supporting the entire Place Types and UDO 
project. In particular, as part of the UDO update HDC staff 
is working to develop a new, optional zoning overly tool 
to give neighborhoods the ability to further refine their vi-
sion for future growth and development. The new overlay 
zoning is called Neighborhood Character Overlay Districts 
(NCOD). A NCOD identifies unique characteristics not reg-
ulated in underlying zoning. For example, if something is 
happening within a neighborhood that zoning allows but is 
counter to the neighborhoods’ predominate characteristics, 
then this overlay can work to adjust the zoning to achieve 
desired development that better fits in with the established 
neighborhood. An NCOD is optional and can be individu-
ally customized to a specific defined area that meets a set of 
minimum physical requirements such as contiguous acre-
age and percentage of land developed. The new NCOD 
tool has not been formally adopted and is still in the early 
stages of development. More information and opportuni-
ties to provide input on this new, optional zoning tool will 
be made available on the Charlotte UDO website as the 
project develops. 

The Charlotte Place Types and UDO Project will help us bet-
ter preserve, strengthen, and protect the patterns of devel-
opment that define the character of the City of Charlotte, 
direct investment to targeted growth areas, and create new 
opportunities for economic development, helping to make 
the City a more sustainable, livable and business-friendly 
community. To share more information and gain input 
from the community about this project, the City of Char-
lotte hosted a Place Types and UDO Public Summit Work-
shop at UNCC in uptown on March 24, 2018. The Summit 
brought together residents and business owners to learn 
and share during two interactive workshops, which focused 
on “Living and Thriving in Charlotte” with an emphasis on 
the Neighborhoods and Centers categories of PlaceTypes. 
Please share your voice to help think Charlotte forward and 
realize our vision of being a “Livable City for All” by visit-
ing CharlotteUDO.org and Place Types tab https://charlot-
teudo.org/about-2/place-types/.

Questions about the Place Types/UDO project? Email plan-
ning staff directly at: 

charlotteudo@charlottenc.gov. You are also invited to join 
the Place Types/USO mailing list for updates via NotifyMe.

For questions specific to the NCOD project contact John 
Howard at jghoward@charlottenc.gov or 704.336.5994.

As always, please reach out to a member of the HDC staff 
with questions at any time via phone 704-336-2205 or 
email charlottehdc@ci.charlotte.nc.us; John Howard, Wan-
da Birmingham, and Kristi Harpst always welcome conver-
sations with property owners. 

• John Howard: jghoward@charlottenc.gov or 
704.336.5994

• Kristi Harpst: kharpst@charlottenc.gov or 
704.336.4697

• Wanda Birmingham: wbirmingham@charlottenc.gov 
or 704.336.2302

VISIT
WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

FOR MORE NEWS  
AND INFORMATION ABOUT  

PLAZA MIDWOOD
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Full Page (Vertical only: 7"w x 8.75"h)........................$550.00
Full Page – Premium Placement ..............................$600.00
Half Page (Horizontal: 7”w x 4.375”h 
OR Vertical: 3.375”w x 8.75”h) ..................................$275.00
Half Page – Premium Placement .............................$300.00
Quarter Page (Vertical only: 3.375”w x 4.375”h) ...........$140.00
Business Card (Horizontal only: 3.375”w x 1.85”h) .........$85.00

10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), standard or premium. 
Additional 10% for first-time ads for PMM member businesses.
Premium placements may not be available.A
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TO POSTMASTER: Contains political candidate information — Please deliver by April 10, 2018.

Traditional Companion Animal Medicine and Surgery, Chiropractic, Surgical and Therapeutic Laser, 
Digital and Dental Radiography, In House Ultrasound, and Nutritional supplementation.

Clayton Watkins, DVM • Shebel Hariharan, DVM • Natalie Hauser, DVM • Lauren Hendren, DVM

1909 Commonweath Ave • Charlotte NC 28205 • 704.370.0767 • www.commonwealthah.com


