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It's time to get out and enjoy the warm Carolina sunshine, and there's 
no better way than at Midwood Maynia! It's Plaza Midwood’s official 

welcome to the warmer weather, the blossoms of springtime and the beginning of the 
outdoor festival season. Who wouldn’t want to celebrate all that with music, food, beer, a parade 
and a tour of some of Midwood’s wonderful homes and businesses? 

Please join friends, family, neighbors, artisans and many of our local businesses in beautiful Mid-
wood Park for the annual Midwood Maynia festival. Always held on the first full weekend in May, 
this year’s main festivities will take place on May 6 with our much celebrated candlelight Home 
Tour kicking-off the event on the evening of May 5. 

MAYNIA 2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
CANDLELIGHT TOUR | Friday, May 5

• On Friday May 5 we continue the tradition of the Candlelight Home and Garden Tour 
from 6 – 8 pm. Home Tour tickets are $20 in advance and $25 the day of. You can find ad-
vance tickets at several local businesses; check plazamidwood.org/maynia. Look for e-news-
letters and on the PMNA website for advance ticket sale dates and locations. Candlelight 
Tour tickets may be purchased in front of The Vine Church from 5:30 – 7:30 pm on Friday 
May 5.

MAYNIA DAY EVENTS | Saturday, May 6

• Runners take your marks…the annual Midwood Miles 5K road race begins at 8:30 am in 
Midwood Park. An advance registration form is available in this newsletter, on page 14. 
Race-day registration and race packet pick-up starts at 7:30 am in the park. You can also 
register online at www.plazamidwood.org/raceentry. 
The Children’s Fun Run (children 12 and under) meets at the Finish Line in Midwood Park 
after the 5k at approximately 9:15 am.

Midwood Miles 5K Entry Fees: $15 postmarked by April 30; $20 Day of Race.

Prizes are awarded to Top Male and Female and in several age categories. Baby Jogger Award 
to the top finisher running with a baby jogger.

Midwood Miles Race Director:  Chris Folk, 704.634.9081.

May 6
MIDWOOD MAYNIA  

& HOME TOUR

10 am - 6 pm 
Midwood Park 

May 6 - 7
KINGS DRIVE ART WALK

Sat: 11 am – 6 pm | Sun: 11 am – 5 pm 
Little Sugar Creek Greenway  

in Charlotte Midtown

May 7
OPEN STREET 704

10 am - 6 pm 
See pg. 29 for details

Continued on page 6

mayniaMIDWOOD

2017mayniamaynia
SATURDAY, MAY 6

by Randy Podosek
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Spirit Staff:

Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising/Business Manager:  
Phil Gussman

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Photographer: 
Tod Carlson

Contributors: 
Rev. Garry Baldwin
June Blotnick
Renee Bradley
Scott Curry
Steve Dunn
Larken Egleston
Chris Folk
Kevin Giriunas
David Hale
Kristina Harpst
Laurel Holtzapple
Gregg Hill
Garrett Ladue
Randy Pososek
Alison Rogers
Rev. Tom Tate
Jeff Wheeler
Eick Winiker

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to: 
Phil Gussman at  
phil@gussmanconsulting.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines:

The Spirit newsletter is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the dead-
line. Copy received after the deadline  
date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2017:

SUMMER ‘17 issue .... Jun. 5, 2017 

FALL ‘17 issue ...........Sep. 5, 2017 

WINTER ‘18 issue ......Dec. 1, 2017 

SPRING ‘18 issue ......Mar. 5, 2018 

PMNA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Jeff Wheeler

Spring sure came early this year! So early, we were even able to celebrate my daughter’s 
first birthday outside on a beautiful 75 degree day in FEBRUARY! What fun. Spring must 

be my favorite season in Charlotte. We love bustin' out of our winter hibernation to walk 
the streets of Midwood and witness the pansies fade into tulips, then to redbuds, cherry 
blossoms, dogwoods, and azaleas. Be careful though, our daughter hasn’t met a flower 
she didn’t want to pick!

Before we get too far ahead of ourselves, I need to recognize an amazing party with the 
namesake of our colder months. PMNA partnered with Legion Brewery to host Winter 
Fling the first Saturday in March. It was quite the party…and a very successful fundraiser 
for the neighborhood. With over 275 neighbors in attendance, two bands, some amaz-
ing BBQ, homebrewed libations by Legion, and a generous silent auction—the night was 
Midwood at its best. Thanks to all our generous neighbors, vendors, and donors we were 
able to raise over $6,500 for PMNA. These proceeds—along with your voluntary PMNA 
membership dues—will fund our events throughout the year…several of which I’ll men-
tion momentarily. Three of your board members: David Hale, Karen Van Sickler, and David 
Rios deserve mad props for pulling together such a production. That said, I know they 
would deflect the appreciation back to you—our neighbors who came out to make the 
event a party and who generously donated, bid up, and took home some amazing auc-
tion items. I can’t think of another neighborhood in Charlotte that has fun together like 
we can. You don’t want to miss Winter Fling in 2018!

By the time this issue of The Spirit hits your mailbox, our annual spring festival Midwood 
Maynia and the Midwood Home Tour will be just days away. Please plan to join us outside 
in the park and inside some of the coolest cribs in the ‘hood the weekend of Friday May 5 
and Saturday May 6. This is one of those weekends your friends who live in other parts of 
town just can’t comprehend. The home tour kicks things off with a Friday evening candle 
light preview and Saturday boasts a pet parade, Kidswood inflatables, more home touring, 
and a casual afternoon of live music and hanging out with neighbors in the Park. In addi-
tion our resident historian Dr. Tom Hanchett will be hosting two Midwood History talks in 
conjunction with the Home Tour. I truly believe events like this make Plaza Midwood such 
a desirable place to live. Read more about this fun weekend on page 6.

A little later in May, we will resume the tradition begun in 2016 of Movie Night in Mid-
wood Park. We had so much fun last year, we’re adding a fourth movie night in 2017—
each on the last Saturday of the months of May, June, August and September. We’ll feature 
some kid-friendly throw-back specials that are sure to please the whole family—so mark 
your calendar now and plan to join us on May 27 for Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, June 24 for 
Back to the Future, August 26 for The Princess Bride, and September 30 for Ghostbusters. 
Pack a picnic, bring a lawn chair or sleeping bag, and come out to the amphitheater in 
Midwood Park for an 8 pm showing on the big screen. I’m so confident you will enjoy 
yourself, I’ll personally offer you a money back guarantee. (I should also mention there is 
no charge to attend.) 

Any art lovers out there? This winter, PMNA applied for and was awarded a grant to bring 
a pop-up art exhibition to Plaza Midwood. The Artwork will be installed in late April and 
will be here through mid July. I can’t wait to see residents, families and friends in Plaza 
Midwood walk through the park or hop on a bike and encounter art in unexpected out-
door places. Many thanks to the Inside|Out Charlotte Program, the Bechtler Museum, 
the Harvey B. Gantt Center and the Knight Foundation for selecting Plaza Midwood as an 
outdoor museum! Please see page 19 for more details. 

There is a lot happening in our ‘hood—more than I can write here. Join us for the PMNA 
Quarterly All-Neighbor Meeting at 6:30pm on Thursday April 28 in the basement of The 
Vine Church (2101 Belvedere Ave). As always—feel free to reach out to me at anytime 
with your questions, comments, or concerns. I welcome your feedback—even if it is a 
complaint about that little girl who wandered into your yard and picked your prize tulip!
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 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) 2017 BOARD ROSTER:

Jeff Wheeler, President  
1500 Mimosa Avenue 
504-723-5533 
jewheeler@gmail.com

David Hale, Vice President  
& Winter Fling Chair 
1827 The Plaza 
858-405-8280 
davidmhale@gmail.com

Robert Hancock, Treasurer 
2320 Mecklenburg Avenue 
704-293-8738 
rdhancock@hotmail.com

Andrew Kavulic, Secretary 
2016 Winter Street 
980-219-1357 
akavulic@gmail.com

Renee Bradley, Home Tour 
1722 Chestnut Avenue 
704-975-3816 
renee.a.bradley@ 
bankofamerica.com

Larken Egleston,  
1517 Landis Avenue 
704-519-7128 
LE46069@yahoo.com

Phillip Gussman,   
Sponsorships & Advertising  
2008 Winter Street  
704-608-1323 
phil@gussmanconsulting.com

Gregg Hill 
1920 Winter Street 
704-576-8592 
gregghill1920@gmail.com

Todd Jones, Midwood Gives Back 
1400 The Plaza 
704-473-0539 
pastortodd1967@gmail.com

Andrew Knoblich,  
1500 Parkwood Ave 
571-393-1926 
ajknoblich@gmail.com

Randy Podosek 
Midwood Maynia,   
2023 Wilhelmina Ave 
704-607-8841 
randy_podosek@yahoo.com

Dave Rios 
1715 Nassau Boulevard 
828-773-4765 
driostx@yahoo.com

Udo Robitsch, Community Garden, 
Treebanding 
2036 Tippah Ave  
704-361-7772 
urobitsch@gmail.com

Alison Rogers, Communication 
1701 Club Road, # 2 
917-589-7891 
alisonrachel74@gmail.com

Karen Van Sickler, Membership 
1525 Thomas Ave 
828-980-8301 
karen.vansickler@gmail.com

Rachel Weiner 
1824 Nassau Blvd 
201-400-5814 
rachelmarie2220@yahoo.com

Adam Richman, Ex Officio 
Neighborhood Watch  
2530 Fort Street 
704-376-3880 
arichman@ipsolve.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio 
Newsletter Editor 
704-619-1355 
tarrowood@hotmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU! 
Plaza Midwood is a neighborhood 
with a long tradition of volunteerism 
and public involvement. Our PMNA 
board of directors is passionate 
about continuing to make PM one 
of the best communities in Char-
lotte. We can use YOUR participa-
tion. If you are interested, please 
reach out to one of your current 
board members or go to plazamid-
wood.org for more information.

SUPPORT PMNA TODAY! Renew your membership 
for 2017, and consider making a tax-deductible donation.

PMNA is 100% member-supported! Your membership dues provide  
essential funding for these vital neighborhood programs and events:
Neighborhood Watch • Quarterly Meetings • Midwood Maynia & Home Tour • Business District Support 
• Installation of bike racks in the Business District • Land Use Committee  •  Fall Crawl • Discounted 
Tree-Banding Supplies & Distribution • Assistance With Tree-Banding for Elderly Neighbors • Winter Fling •  
Community Garden • Historic District Signage • The Spirit Neighborhood Magazine • E-newsletter (subscribe 
at: http://www.plazamidwood.org/enews) • PMNA website: http://www.plazamidwood.org/enews • Plaza-

Central Pedscape and Other Projects • Midwood Gives Back • Support to our neighborhood school, Shamrock Gardens Elementary

2017 PMNA MEMBERSHIP AND DONATION FORM

NAME:   _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME OF BUSINESS  (if applicable):   _________________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL:  __________________________________________________________________  PHONE:   ___________________________________   

DUES:  _________________________ ($25/Household, $5 for residents here 20 years or longer)  DONATION: ________________________ 

Please return this form or make a donation online at: http://www.plazamidwood.org/node/652. 
Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Dues and donations are tax deductible. Mail this form with your check 
to: PMNA, P.O. Box 9394, Charlotte, NC  28299-9394 
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THANKS FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND PROMPT PAYMENT!

SEE YOU AT THE NEXT 
PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING

THURSDAY, APR 27
6:30 PM @THE VINE
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

To all my friends and neighbors… You’ll find a little de-
parture from the norm in this issue of our newsletter. 

And that is my fault; unfortunately, I needed emergency 
surgery for a ruptured appendix and then was in the hos-
pital for another week with some minor complications—all 
happening right when I needed to be editing this issue. 
And while it’s never fun to have surgery and a hospitaliza-
tion, the timing couldn’t have been worse. So your newslet-
ter team came together in a big way to get what’s most im-
portant—MAYNIA info—into this newsletter for you to have 
in time for our favorite spring festival. Many thanks to Me-
lissa Schropp for pulling double duty, editing and graphics 
design, this time; and to Phil Gussman, our ad manager, for 
getting all the ads and sponsorships wrangled in time. I also 
thank our PMNA board members for stepping up to help in 
any way they could. Good news is I’m feeling much better 
AND we have a great newsletter for you.

What you’ll find different is the omission of some of our 
regular columns and articles; for instance, the Faith Calen-
dar and PM Library schedule will return next issue, along 
with Pam Murray’s biking column. If you notice other regu-
lars not here, we’ll be sure to catch everyone up and they’ll 
return in the summer issue.

I want to take a moment to give a shout-out to a few of my 
friends who donated items to our very successful Winter 
Fling auction. Thanks to Josh Villapando at The Assorted 
Table Wine Shop for donating tickets to a special wine din-
ner they’ll host in June in conjunction with Heroes Con. To 
Kristi Martin of Feast Food Tours & Culinary Events who do-
nated a gift certificate for a local tour; did you know there’s 
even a Plaza Midwood tour? And to the folks at Opera 
Carolina who donated tickets to the final performance 
of this season; they were so pleased to participate, they 
have offered PM residents another opportunity to re-
ceive tickets to the last opera this season, “Girl of the 
West,” scheduled for April 23, 27 and 29. If you’re a 
first-time opera-goer and are interested in entering a 
drawing for free tickets, email alina@operacarolina.org 
by April 22. So, thanks to my friends and all the donors to 
Winter Fling; it was another rousing success.

And now, we’re on to the next big party in the hood—Mid-
wood Maynia. We’ve gotten quite a reputation around town 
as the place to be the first weekend in May. Let’s all spiff 
up our front walks and lawns and get ready for our visitors.

As always, I welcome your input and story ideas. If you 
would like to write an article for The Spirit, contact me at 
tarrowood@hotmail.com with your ideas. 

I look forward to seeing all of you at Maynia… Happy 
Spring!

Best, Terri
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MIDWOOD

• At 10 am, join neighbors for everyone’s favorite event, 
the Midwood Maynia PET PARADE. All canines, felines 
and other pets—and their humans—are eligible partici-
pants. Parade participants should gather outside The 
Vine Church (in the front of the sanctuary) at 9:30 am. 
After a Blessing of the Pets, a local marching band will 
lead the parade through the streets of Midwood. 
This is a don’t-miss event full of great photo opportuni-
ties. If you don’t participate but are on the route you 
can still take part by providing water bowls, treats and 
cheers of encouragement. There is no registration fee for 
the Pet Parade. See below for the parade route. 
Pet Parade Coordinator:  Alison Rogers, 917-589-7891

• The much-anticipated HOME AND GARDEN TOUR 
takes place from 10 am – 4 pm. You’ll enjoy seeing inside 
some of the neighborhood’s lovliest homes and gardens 
for tips, tricks and decorating inspiration.
Home and Garden Tour tickets will be sold for $25 the 
day of Maynia in front of The Vine Church. Ticket sales:  
10 am until 3:30 pm. Advance tickets will be available 
for $20 at Slate Interiors, Common Market, Moxie  
Mercantile and online: www.plazamidwood.org/maynia. 

Charlotte B-Cycle is back at Maynia again. B-Cycle will 
make it easy for you to ride your bikes around the Tour. 

They will provide a bike valet and bike racks set up at 
each stop, allowing you to easily, safely and securely 
leave your bike while you tour. 
Home & Garden Tour Director: Renee Bradley 704-975-3816

• If you’re a kid or a kid at heart, head back over to Mid-
wood Park for KIDSWOOD, a celebration with activities 
for our youngest residents from 11 am until 2 pm. Lo-
cal organizations will offer a variety of kid-oriented fun. 
Activities may include: sand art, painting, dancing and 
bubbles galore! In between art projects, the little ones 
can blow off some steam in the much-loved Bounce 
House. See you at Kidswood!

• Fun in the Park: From noon until 7 pm, join all the oth-
er Mayniacs in Midwood Park for food, cold beverages, 
and a variety of activities including great live local music, 
friends, family, and of course—sun, lots of sun! Remem-
ber, please drink responsibly.!

Come Out to the GARDEN

• Plant Swap: 11:30 am. Come on out to the Midwood 
Park Community Garden for the our annual plant swap. 
The Plant Swap is located between the ball field and the 
Tippah Avenue walkway and everyone is welcome to join 
in the fun. Swap native plants and stories, meet your 
neighbors, and learn gardening tips. See more Plant 
Swap guidelines on page 9 of this issue.

• Kids Self-Guided Wildlife SCAVENGER HUNT in the 
Garden: 1– 3 pm.  Kids of all ages will enjoy looking for 
examples of the four things that are required for a yard 
or garden to be certified as friendly to wildlife.

More MAYnia… 

• Vendors in the Park: Enjoy learning about community 
initiatives, buy art from neighborhood artists and look 
for other fun stuff in the Park during Maynia. 

• Midwood Maynia 2017 T-Shirts: Limited quantities will 
be available in the park for $20 each.

As always, the Maynia Committee has outdone themselves 
to schedule so much to see and do, you can’t miss having 
fun. Plan to spend the day running, parading, touring, and 
then partying in the park with your friends and neighbors. 
It’s the very best way welcome spring in Plaza Midwood.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! We can really use your help 
for Maynia. Please log onto www.plazamidwood.org if 
you have a couple of hours to help. We need helpers for 
the homes on the tour, for the membership table at the 
park, for Kidswood, and other areas as well. It’s great 
fun, you'll meet new neighbors, and receive a FREE 
2017 Midwood Maynia T-shirt!

2017 EVENT SCHEDULE: Continued

• Start at The Vine  
Methodist Church  
(2101 Belvedere Avenue)

• Left on Belvedere

• Cross Midwood Place

• Down Ashland Ave.

• Left on Kensington Ave.

• Left on Winter St.

• Left on Wilhelmina

• Finish in Midwood Park

FINISH
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PET PARADE ROUTE

mayniamayniamaynia
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The music starts up at noon in the Midwood Park 
Ampitheater, and continues all afternoon until 6pm. 
Musicians lined up to perform are:

• IT'S SNAKES! – fronted by our favorite rocker chick 
Hope Nichols, they deliver Southern indie rock with a 
strong measure of funk thrown in for extra fun.

• THE AMY BROOME BAND – Amy is a forceful and en-
ergetic acoustic and electric guitar player, runnin the 
gamut from rock to blues to spanish flava to americana 
with a touch of country.

• VICARIOUS – this trio pushes the envelope on the 
definition of modern rock, incorporating elements of 
jazz fusion, heavy metal, progressive rock, and funk into 
their music while still keeping it catchy.

• THE MIKE STRAUSS BAND – This local mainstay is 
country, but not quite country. Blues, but not quite 
blues. Not quite rock, folk or jazz, either. Somehow the 
group manages to live both in and outside of the broad 
"Americana" definition.

Final performance times TBD. Maynia Music Chair: 
Garrett of Midwood (Ladue): 704.333.6807.

MUSIC:mayniamayniamaynia
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PLAZA MIDWOOD  
COMMUNITY GARDEN 
NEWS
by Laurel Holtzapple

FIVE QUESTIONS WITH JUNE BLOTNICK
As the Plaza Midwood Community Garden enters its thir-
teenth year, planning garden member Laurel Holtzapple 
asked garden pioneer June Blotnick some questions about 
the garden. This will be the first of a series of interviews of 
garden members. The garden is located in between two 
creeks below the tennis courts and 
soccer field near the Tippah Avenue 
entrance to Midwood Park. We'd love 
to see you at one of our upcoming 
events!

1. How did the PMCG start?

In 2004, a few young men in the 
neighborhood put out the word that 
they wanted to start a community 
garden to raise vegetables and do-
nate them to low-income families. I 
thought it was a great idea, but knew 
it would be a lot of work. Two lessons 
I learned from working with commu-
nity gardens in other neighborhoods 
were 1) gardens are a lot of work to 
maintain and 2) many members are 
first time gardeners. There’s a lot of 
excitement at planting time, but soon 
the reality of regular maintenance 
and problem solving becomes clear 
and you can end up with a poorly 
maintained garden. For community 
gardens to be successful, the focus needs to be more on 
the “community” and less on the “gardening,” to allow 
neighbors to get to know one another and build relation-
ships—so that when issues do arise, they are better able to 
address them quickly. The young men decided to create 
a garden in the lot next to their rental house near Central 
Avenue and several of us offered encouragement and advice 
and kept in touch. 

Those of us who lived near Midwood Park decided to beau-
tify an unused section of the park with flowers and herbs 
and to create a community garden that would be a destina-
tion point for children and adults alike. We met with Meck-
lenburg County Parks & Recreation staff and they joined 
neighbors for a workday to prepare the site and till a space 
on the hillside for a “holding bed.” This is where we ac-
cepted donations of plants until we created a garden design 
and were able to replant them in appropriate spaces. Some 

of the early members besides myself were Udo Robitsch, 
Buzz Barbato, Laurel Holtzapple, Brandon Kaigler, Patricia 
Dinas, Dawn Sheppard, Brian Tressler, Theresa Nardi, Anna-
bet Morris, Celeste Chambers, Holly Jeffries, Susie Birkhead, 
Michele Levasseur, and Wesley Sturgis.

2. How has the garden changed over time?

The garden has gone from being a maintenance headache 
for Parks & Recreation to a destination point for park visi-
tors. Our first workday was clearing out weeds, brush, and 
trees growing out of the creeks. Then we began to design 
various beds, such as the cutting garden bed, the herb 
garden, and the children’s Five Senses garden—where the 
plants had funny names like turkey fig, bear claw, Lenten 

roses, and spiderwort—and were 
connected to one of the five sens-
es. We filled the garden beds with 
various plants over time—some 
plants donated, some purchased. 
We also built some structures in 
the garden—our entry bridge, 
our stone wall next to the creek 
for sitting, and our tool shed for 
storing tools. We worked with a 
neighborhood graphic designer, 
Melissa Schropp, to design a logo 
and had a main sign installed in 
the garden and directional sig-
nage near the playground and 
the ball field pointing the way to 
the garden. We installed a barred 
owl box and a bat box in trees 
near the garden to attract wild-
life, and had the garden certified 
by the NC Wildlife Federation as 
a wildlife habitat. We planted two 
memorial trees in the garden in 
honor of a community police of-

ficer and a city councilwoman who contributed their public 
service to the neighborhood. Last year, we installed three 
benches in the garden that were designed by neighbor Dan 
Putman and built by garden volunteers.

3. What do you enjoy most about the PMCG?

I enjoy many things about the community garden—the 
sense of community and friendships we’ve created among 
all those who’ve contributed to the garden over the years, 
the freedom to practice gardening in a safe place where we 
are all just learning and experimenting, and the joy I get ev-
ery October watching the kids paint pumpkins at Fall Crawl. 
We were so lucky to have Nicole Perri, a former neighbor, 
design our entry bridge and our tool shed. Neighborhood 
artists donated art for the Winter Fling silent auction to ben-
efit the community garden for which we are very grateful. 
What I most enjoy, though, is the satisfaction I get when I 
walk through the park and see how many people are using 

June Blotnick, garden pioneer.
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DIG IT.
COMMUNITY GARDEN GATHERINGS  
EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 9AM – NOON 

in MIDWOOD PARK. ALL AGES!

the garden for relaxation, family photos, birthday parties, 
picnics or simple outdoor play, like climbing on the fig tree 
near the “tunnel.” The kids love it and even though it’s 
small it reminds me of exploring nature as a child, and the 
feeling I got from those formative experiences. As the direc-
tor of an environmental nonprofit, those experiences have 
led me to the work I do now.

4. What are the plans for 2017? 

After 13 years, there is still plenty to do. Many of the plants 
we installed along the creek banks may have reached their 
natural lifespan, so we will conduct an inventory this month 
to see which plants need replacing or transplanting. The 
right hillside below the ballfield has been a problem for many 
years. We need to plant a native groundcover to stop the ero-
sion. It would really be nice to get that done this year. We 
also would like the boy scout troop that planted the butterfly 
garden to track how many neighbors have planted milkweed 
to attract monarch butterflies. Our neighborhood is consid-
ered a “pitstop” on the Butterfly Highway that is being cre-
ated along the Eastern United States to help re-populate that 
species, and it would be nice to plot out on a neighborhood 
map where milkweed is planted in Plaza Midwood. Finally, 
we continue to need more volunteers to sustain the garden. 
We plan to take some fun field trips in 2017 to explore nature. 
We are planning to kayak down the Catawba River in late 
May with the Catawba Riverkeeper to see the rare plant com-
munity of spider lilies growing in the middle of the river. It’s a 
beautiful experience during bloom time. For those who don’t 
want to kayak, there is a trail at Landsford Canal State Park 
along the river to follow the kayakers to some rocks where 
you can get a closer look. We welcome new members to our 
planning meetings on the first Wednesday of each month. 
Help us plan some more fun outings!

5. What is your vision for the garden in the next 10 
years?

Our main challenge is attracting new members. You don’t 
need to know anything about gardening—we learn to-
gether. You just need to be willing to donate two hours a 
month on the third Saturday to help maintain the garden. 
Right now there are five to ten members that are regularly 
active and that’s not enough when folks can’t make it ev-
ery month. So a big part of the vision would be to have a 
minimum of 50 to75 garden volunteers. These volunteers 
could be divided into groups working in different areas like 
children’s programming, creation of a circle meditation 
area, hillside stabilization, creation of new plant signage so 
neighbors and visitors can learn about native plants, and 
educational workshops. Perhaps we take already organized 
groups in the neighborhood and ask them to sponsor one 
annual garden service project. There is no limit to what we 
can accomplish using the community garden as a base 
for environmental education, neighborhood sustainability, 
and other nature-based programming. We can extend the 

COMMUNITY GARDEN  
PLANT SWAP AT  
MIDWOOD MAYNIA 
By June Blotnick

Come on out to the Midwood Park Community Garden 
for the 11th annual plant swap! It will be held again 

this year during Midwood Maynia in the garden located 
between the ball field and the Tippah Avenue walkway. 
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun. There are no special 
requirements other than having a passion for plants and 
gardening. Swap plants and stories, meet your neighbors, 
and learn gardening tips.

Here’s how the plant swap works:
• Everyone needs to bring at least one plant, bulbs, 

seedlings or seeds. Please bring only native plants 
if possible, and do not bring invasive varieties like 
English ivy. See the list below of some native plants 
that do well in our climate and soil conditions.

• Before you give your plant away, make sure it is 
marked with a description of the plant, sun or shade 
requirements and any fun facts or instructions you 
think are necessary.

• The plant swap will begin promptly at 11:30 am. 
Tables will be set up in the Community Garden.

• Once the plants are placed on the table, numbers will 
be drawn, and the selections will begin.

• The number of plants you may select will depend on 
the number of plants you bring. Hope to see you in 
the garden!

Examples of Native Plants
Vines: crossvine, Carolina Jessamine, coral honeysuckle
Groundcover Shade: wild ginger, green-and-gold, Christmas fern
Flowers Shade: native columbine, jack-in-the-pulpit, bleeding 
heart, blue phlox, Virginia spiderwort, wild geranium
Flowers Sun: butterflyweed, wild indigo, eared coreopsis, purple 
coneflower, Joe Pye weed, spiked gayfeather, cardinal flower, 
sundrops, Carolina phlox, black-eyed Susan

“garden” throughout the park and even into the broader 
neighborhood with micro-sites “sponsored by Plaza Mid-
wood Community Garden”—if we had enough volunteers. 
That’s my vision—active neighbors working together to 
create something bigger than just beautifying a corner of 
the park—something that can be a foundation of neighbor-
hood and community education and community change.



10

TheSpirit
SPRING 2017 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org

2017 MIDWOOD Home & Garden TOUR PREVIEW

2122 MIDWOOD PLACE | Elizabeth Epley Sheets

Elizabeth purchased 
this 2002 home in 
2013. She describes 
the architectural 
style as "Craftsman 
with a contemporary 
twist."

The previous own-
ers, Marti McCrack-
en and Susan Turner, 
had hired Jill Risberg 

of Whole Blooming Landscape to design the front and back-
yard landscaping (You might recall that the garden at this 
home was featured on tour in 2010.)

No renovations were needed when they moved in, but she did 
choose new custom colors for downstairs walls, replaced sev-
eral light fixtures in the dining room and breakfast room, and 
painted the cherry wood kitchen cabinets white — which gave 
the entire open kitchen and living space a face-lift. The open 
floor plan was a bit of a challenge to design and decorate, but 
it has proven very comfortable for the family.

Liz embraces the space and ensures that it is comfortable 
for both her family and guests alike. The family enjoys enter-
taining and loves to be surrounded with art and books and 
lovely objects, but do not consider anything too precious for 
sticky fingers. Though Plaza Midwood is a very family-oriented 
neighborhood, her children, ages 6 and 4, are actually the first 
children to ever occupy this house. They often take over the 
downstairs by creating art stations, cooking in their play kitch-
en, racing vehicles, and building forts underneath the dining 
table. They have also adapted a small room under the staircase, 
meant to hide electronics, into their own “secret hideout.”

Having worked in museums and art schools on both coasts 
since 1999, Liz is an aspiring art collector and feels fortunate to 
have acquired pieces by contemporary artists Omar Chacon, 
Stephanie Syjuco, architect Mario Botta, and local photogra-
pher Raymond Grubb, among others. 

Outdoor amenities include a fireplace on the back porch and 
a wide brick staircase leading to a brick patio—a perfect space 
for entertaining adults and children alike. Backyard parties have 
included mint juleps to celebrate the Kentucky Derby, winter 
celebrations featuring s’mores for the kids, and impromptu 
sprinkler parties with neighborhood families.

2134 WINTER STREET | Laura & Jim DeMay

Laura DeMay pur-
chased this 1941 
traditional bunga-
low in 2013 from 
Laura Smail. She is 
the fourth owner 
named “Laura” to 
live in the house—so 
it seemed destined 
to be. There’d been 
no significant up-
dates to the home, 
so Laura began making aesthetic changes to update the 
space without altering to the structure. She painted, added 
new lighting fixtures, and thick crown molding (her favorite 
decorating accessory!) to every room. Various shades of light 
gray are used throughout the interior for continuity to help the 
separate spaces seem more open and flowing. 

The kitchen was original, with no major updates or modern 
conveniences. After washing dishes by hand for over a year, 
Laura added a dishwasher and disposal. She also had the large 
island rebuilt, replacing its homemade open bare wood shelves 
with drawers for enclosed storage space. She chose pale blue 
walls to highlight the all-white kitchen counters, cabinets and 
stove, also installing shiny white open shelves above the stove, 
to modernize the space while keeping the original feel of the 
home. After using the oven to reheat meals, she caved and 
added a microwave. But the original stove, with its one work-
ing burner, made it through unscathed! It’s the focal point of 
the kitchen and too beautiful and unique to replace!

When Laura and Jim married in 2016, they sold Jim’s home 
on Pecan Avenue and chose to live in the Winter Street house 
because they loved it's wonderful front and back porches. They 
are also learning to love sharing one tiny bathroom. Their most 
recently completed project was the kitchen floor. In one mara-
thon weekend, they replaced the old yellowed and chipped 
tile floors with new light gray ones. It changed the whole feel 
of the kitchen, making it more cohesive with the rest of the 
house, which was already all hardwoods. The kitchen sunroom 
is their favorite room, because it’s so sunny every morning and 
feels like a treehouse overlooking the backyard. They left in the 
pine paneling because it reminds Laura of her grandmother’s 
house growing up. Original hardwoods throughout the home 
are worn, scratched, stained, and in a word... perfect!

They love spending evenings grilling out on the high back 
deck overlooking their wooded yard, which is populated  with 
rabbits, birds, and raccoons. The covered front porch is their 
favorite place to catch up with friends and talk to the many 
passersby, much to the delight of their dog, Lilly.
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2224 CLUB ROAD | Susan Evans & Greg Marshall

This eclectic home 
combines a num-
ber of styles— the 
original arts and 
crafts design, a cozy 
"mountain retreat" 
style garage/loft, 
and the potting 
shed with its rustic 
carribean inspiration.

Owners Susan Evans 
and Greg Marshall 

both reflect this eclectic nature and have worked to blend differ-
ing styles to come up with their “Midwood Manor.”

The kitchen is “Aspen chic”—with a custom zinc sink and coun-
tertop, a quartz peninsula and wormy chestnut cabinets. Susan, 
with her mother Jeanne, custom made the glass bead window 
appointments above the sink that mirror the sitting bench beside 
the sidewalk.

The garage and loft were built in 2014 and feature heart pine 
floors, cedar beam work, and granite countertops. The space 
doubles as an exercise and entertainment room. The garage has 
a power station designed for electric vehicle charging. The home 
also has energy efficiencies including a 5 kw solar panel array on 
the south side roof, and a tankless water heater.

Susan’s passion is dirt—she loves landscaping the grounds, incor-
porating her blend of color and texture. She also maintains and 
enjoys the koi pond in the backyard. Greg enjoys woodworking 
and metal fabrication. Check out his handiwork on the curved 
cedar fencing along the driveway and the steel “Flying Triple 
Canopy” transition between the house and garage.

Make sure to visit the aggregate cast bench along the sidewalk 
by the home, this has been a common destination for both the 
younger and older in the neighborhood to play, rest and enjoy 
the many colorful glass beads and unique embellishments at-
tached to the bench frame. These items reflect many of the inter-
ests and travel destinations for the couple.

1815 LOGIE AVENUE | Elvis Vrolyk

A sleepy, sturdy, 
1960s util itarian 
detached garage 
was renovated to a 
new purpose when 
it was converted 
in 2016 into a 400 
square foot tiny 
home. 

The name Svart-
küb loosely means 

“Black Box” in Swedish—even though it's not really Swedish. 
Or a cube. But it's definitely black!. The original garage was 
kept intact as much as possible. The high contrast décor gives 

the home a “Happy Days” meets Ikea vibe. Little touches, 
such as hex bolts on the cabinetry instead of knobs, piping as 
bathroom hardware, a custom crafted loft ladder, and partial 
concrete staining that reveals portions of the garage’s original 
paint, add to the clean but unrefined feeling of the home.

Thoughtfully designed by an architect two doors down (Al-
ter Architects), built by another contractor (Creative Revisions) 
who is also a neighbor, and décor donated by other residents 
of Logie Avenue, the project was truly a local endeavor.

2700 BELVEDERE AVENUE | Ben Collins & Scotty  
Vanhoozier

The original 1934 
home, purchased by 
Ben Collins 18 years 
ago, began as a 
modest 1100 square 
foot, three bedroom, 
one bath cottage — 
originally built by 
a local doctor who 
delivered many of 
Charlotte’s old guard 
into the 1950s. 

“I knew I was going to buy it the minute we saw it,” says Col-
lins, a contractor and owner of Salins Group. After living in the 
home for a year, he figured out what he wanted to achieve 
with the renovation: create a seamless addition to the exist-
ing home so that it looked as if it had always been a part of 
the original structure. With the team of architect Allan Brooks, 
designer Aida Saul, and landscape architect Bruce Clodfelter in 
place, Collins began demo of the cottage. “We did everything 
we possibly could to preserve the charm of the existing house. 
The outcome with the collaborative effort was amazing.” 

The home grew to 3,600 square feet, but much of the charm-
ing feel of the original cottage was indeed preserved—includ-
ing the home’s original twin front fireplaces. The most unique 
added feature is the stair tower which serves as the central axis 
point, allowing easy flow to all five levels of the home. 

Inside, you’ll find antiques and art that have been collected 
during travels around the world. The kitchen features large win-
dows for brilliant light, and is one of the most used spaces of 
the home—perfect for chef enthusiast and Collins’ husband, 
Scotty. The luxurious master suite includes a walnut dressing 
room. a bisazza-tiled bath, and a balcony that overlooks the 
guest house, garden and koi pond. Avid entertainers, the cou-
ple often retreats to their downstairs pub room with friends—
an intimate space that opens to a terrace with an outdoor fire-
place and elegant pool area. They designed to pool to be a 
close extension of the outdoor living space. Therefore to keep 
it from being several more steps away from the terrace level, 
they had it built up out of the ground. There are many surprises 
around each corner and through each door— both in and out; 
the home is just as comfortable in intimate settings or large-
scale entertaining. 
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Be sure to catch the 
“bonus” feature—
the gleaming luxury 
Airstream unit that 
usually resides in the 
driveway of 2700 
Belvedere will be 
open to tour on Sat-
urday. Find it near 
our ticket booth in 
front of The Vine 
church at 2101 Bel-

vedere Avenue during the tour hours. Pop inside and enjoy it's 
fabulous “glamping” vibe! It's available for rental at event facili-
ties and/or as a hospitality center and convenience/restroom. 
(Airstream trailer will not be open for Candelight tour on Friday 
evening.)

2604 COUNTRY CLUB LANE | Mike Crisp & Jay Hreiz

This home, with its 
English Tudor style 
exterior and mod-
ern, open interior, 
was custom built in 
2006 by the original 
owners. Current res-
idents Mike and Jay 
are the third owners 
of the home. The 
land the house sits 
on is what was origi-

nally the garden property belonging to 2608 Country Club Lane 
next door. The retaining wall that forms the border of the pool 
was the original retaining wall from the garden.

The house has a very open plan with numerous expansive win-
dows, providing much light. The bookcase, installed by the sec-
ond owners, is the most commented-on feature in the home 
by far. Mike and Jay have decorated the space in a mid-century 
modern style. Abstract paintings on the wall are by Asheville art-
ist Vicki Pinney. They enjoy spending the majority of the spring, 
summer, and early fall on the back porch or out by the pool. 
Both pool and infinity spa are salt water, and can be individually 
heated. The hardscaping and pool were installed by the previ-
ous owners—but the upgraded limestone pavers and re-facing 
of the firebox were added by Mike and Jay. 

The master bathroom upstairs was renovated following a major 
leak that was discovered six months after they purchased the 
home. Originating in the master bathroom and dripping down 
through the chandelier of the dining room, the source of the 
leak took several months to diagnose. The stone tile that had 
been installed on the floor was no longer available, so the mas-
ter shower room is now encased in a Sleuter system, which is 
used frequently in Europe. In the kitchen, below the glass faced 
cabinets, they removed a shelving unit and replaced it with a 
counter depth wine fridge. 

2304 THE PLAZA | Plaza Presbyterian Church

Plaza Presbyterian 
Church was formed 
in 1907. The first 
building was located 
on Pegram Street. 
In May of 1926 the 
church met for the 
first time at the cor-
ner of The Plaza and 
Mecklenburg Av-
enue. 

The sanctuary was 
dedicated in 1942, and enlarged to its present size in 1955. 
The architect for the sanctuary was Ed Wilson, who employed 
the Gothic Revival style. A Moeller Pipe Organ was installed in 
the sanctuary in 1969. As you enter the sanctuary from Meck-
lenburg, notice the glass doors etched with the Lord’s Prayer.

The beautiful stained glass in the sanctuary was original to the 
church.  When the steeple was added to the structure in the 
1950’s, the stained glass in the front tower was then added.  
All of the banners, paraments, and chairs around the chancel 
have been needle-pointed and cross-stitched by hand by the 
Presbyterian Women. 

Various offices, the pastor’s study, and the choir room are in 
the Plaza Building which was finished in 1953. The latest addi-
tion is the 1969 Mecklenburg Building, which houses the Plaza 
Presbyterian Weekday School, a conference room, and other 
classrooms. The Sanctuary will be open Friday evening and all 
day Saturday. The Weekday School will be open on Friday eve-
ning only. The congregation meets for worship every Sunday 
at 11:00 a.m., led by Pastor Tom Tate—who is also a long-time 
resident of Plaza Midwood.

Home Tour Preview, continued

At Plaza Presbyterian, community historian Dr. Tom Hanchett will share history of Plaza Midwood with a 
focus on “The Most Interesting Street in Charlotte”—Central Avenue, of course! The hour presentations will 
begin at 11:30 am and 1 pm; folks are welcome to drop in for some or all. Learn how Central Avenue got 
its name, how it nurtured Billy Graham, Leon Levine (Family Dollar) and W.T. Harris (Harris Teeter), and how 
it’s become a “salad bowl suburb” for newcomers from around the globe. Dr. Hanchett’s written history of 
Plaza Midwood is on-line at http://www.historysouth.org/oldneighborhoods/.
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1909 THOMAS AVENUE | Ali Anastasia & John Dietsche 

As first-time home-
buyers, Ali and John 
were thrilled to call 
this 1922 craftsman-
s ty le  bunga low 
charmer their own. 
With original hard-
wood floors, thick 
window and door 
moldings, crafts-
man-style pillars and 
dark stained interior 

doors, the home has unique character. A second floor built 
about twelve years ago added a master suite with an adjacent  
office/nursery. Exposed beams, perfectly situated nooks and 
built-ins completed this once two-bedroom bungalow into a 
three-bedroom, three-bath home. 

Prior to moving in last February, John and Ali completely gut-
ted and updated the kitchen. They expanded the entrance to 
the dining room to create an open and inviting floor plan with 
a line-of-sight going from the front door back to the kitchen. 
To keep the kitchen bright and welcoming Ali and John chose 
white shaker cabinets, marble countertops and beveled sub-
way tile. To warm it up, they installed a pine tongue in groove 
ceiling and stained it to maintain its natural color. The ceiling 
was the perfect final finish to bring warmth and texture into 
the couple’s new bright white kitchen. They refinished the 
hardwood floors throughout the main level with a darker stain 
to give more contrast. 

As seen throughout, their home highlights their love of white, 
clean lines with pops of texture and color accents all while 
maintaining the original character of this charming home.  

1508 SCHOOL STREET | Tom Burnett 

Sitting on his back 
porch at 1501 The 
Plaza, Tom often 
spotted his neigh-
bor Lawrence McRae 
walking down School 
Street in his classic 
outfit: overalls, ball 
cap and boots. They 
would chat about 
the weather, changes 
in the neighborhood 

and ailments. More often than not, Lawrence would end the con-
versation with "You know I'm the oldest, longest-living resident of 
Plaza Midwood. Mrs. Brinkhoff on The Plaza thinks she is, but I'm 
sure I must be!"

He had lived in the white bungalow with bright red trim on 
School Street, built in 1928, his whole life—and now, in his 90's, 
probably had good claim to the title.

Tom did not see Lawrence as often in 2014, and learned he had 
become ill, then passed away.

Before long, white construction trucks and vans were teeming all 
over the house, beginning the renovation process. Tom learned 
that Fred Beasley of Equ2Vision Construction Co. had purchased 
the house, and as a "nosy" neighbor, he started poking around to 
see what changes they were planning.

Tom was coming to the end of his renovation project at his Plaza 
dream house, and was eager to have a smaller house and yard—
but wanted to stay in the neighborhood he loved so much. 1508 
School Street, with its transformation from a 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 
1000 square foot house to a 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 1880 square 
foot house, completely upgraded and right down the street, 
seemed like a good fit. Knowing Lawrence and the love he had 
filled the house with for so many years sealed the deal for him. 

The house has original windows, fireplace and hardwood floors. 
The addition maintains the integrity of the 1928 design with 
4-over-1 windows, red oak hardwoods and 4-panel interior doors.

Transforming his new house into his home has been great fun! 
The "personal" touches include a slate patio with firepit, fence 
with custom gates, screening in the porte-cochere, slate front 
steps and landing.

The new open kitchen design allowed for a large island with a 
hand-built African mahogany countertop. Tom's love of stained 
glass is prominently on display, from the window over the kitchen 
sink, medallion in the guest bedroom and built-in windows flank-
ing the fireplace. Several antique light fixtures and many of the 
furnishings from his Plaza house have found a new home here 
as well.

OUR 2017 MIDWOOD MAYNIA

SPONSORS
FESTIVAL SPONSORS:

We are still in the process of finalizing our 
sponsors — look for our sponsor list in our 
offical Festival Program, available at the 
Midwood Maynia festival.

HOME TOUR SPONSORS:

Alter Architects • Catawba Brewing Company • Midwood 
Smokehouse • Moxie Mercantile • Slate Interiors • Two 
Scoops Creamery • Workman’s Friend
These were confirmed tour sponsors as of press time.

NOW IT’S TIME TO 
REMOVE TREEBANDS

IF YOU BANDED YOUR TREES 
LAST FALL!
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Race Packet Pick-up & Race Day Registration:  7:30 a.m. Midwood Park (the park is in 
the Plaza-Midwood Community) at the Intersections of Mecklenburg, Winter, and Wilhelmina, 
Charlotte, NC.  A gently rolling course that runs through the beautiful historic community of Plaza 
- Midwood.  Awards presented following the race. 
Entry Fees: $15.00 post marked by April 29th, $20.00 Race Day
Age Groups & Awards:  Top Male / Female finishers, Top Male / Female finishers in the 
following age categories: 12 and under, 13 - 15, 16 - 19, 20 - 29, 30 - 39, 40 - 49, 50 - 59 and 60+.
*BABY JOGGER AWARD TO TOP FINISHER RUNNING WITH A BABY JOGGER*
Race Director:  Chris Folk  (704)634-9081

Midwood Miles 5k Road Race
A 5k Road Race in the Historic Plaza-Midwood Neighborhood
in conjunction with the 2017 Midwood Maynia Spring Festival

Please enter me in the Midwood Miles 5k Road Race
Please Print:

Name:  _________________________________

Age:______________     Male  Female  

Address:_______________________________

City:____________________  State:________  

Zip:___________   Phone:________________

T-shirt size(circle): S     M     L     XL
Make checks payable to:
PMNA
P.O. Box 9394
Charlotte, NC  28299-9394

Waiver:
I waive any and all claims against Midwood Miles 
Road Race sponsors for illness or injury which may 
result directly or indirectly from my participation 
in the race.  I further state that I am in proper 
physical condition to participate in this event.  I am 
also aware that participation by me or any family 
member in this event would, in some circumstances 
result in physical injury.

Signature_______________________________
(Parent’s signature if participant is a minor)

_______________________________________

Saturday, May 6, 2017  8:30 a.m.

Mecklenburg

W
in

te
r

Midwood Park
(Race location)Central Avenue

To Uptown Charlotte

Children’s fun run immediately
following the 5k for all children
12 and under.
Meet at the finish line in Midwood
Park at approximately 9:15.

***ONLINE REGISTRATION GO TO:  http://plazamidwood.org/raceentry
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PLAZA MIDWOOD YARD OF THE MONTH 
Presenting our January, February and March 2017 Winners 
by Jeff Wheeler

MARCH 2017 – 1713 TIPPAH AVENUE
Congratulations to The Grundy Family at 1713 Tippah Avenue for winning the 
March 2017 Plaza Midwood Yard of the Month. Pamela Grundy describes her 
garden as starting life as a handful of scraggly stems at the foot of a mailbox. In 
the twenty-plus years they’ve lived at 1713 Tippah Avenue it has spread stage 
by stage across the whole front yard. It’s been a trial-and-error process, marked 
by various passing enthusiasms—a daffodil enthusiasm, an iris enthusiasm, a 
daylily enthusiasm. She’s currently a native plant enthusiast.

Pam tries to balance shapes and colors, and to have as many flowers as she can. 
She’s put in a couple of grasses and a bank of herbs, but if it doesn’t bloom, she 
generally doesn’t plant it. If you’re walking by and spot something you like, let 
her know. The plants you see have survived the trial-and-error process—often 
so well that she regularly digs them up to divide. Pam’s keys to a successful 

garden: good dirt, good drainage, a little elbow grease, some patience and lots of love. She wouldn’t trade anything for 
the time spent in hers.

FEBRUARY 2017 – 1725 CLUB ROAD
Congratulations to Holly Jeffries for winning the Plaza Midwood Yard of the 
Month for February 2017! A resident since 1984, Holly enjoys maintaining 
her natural yard which includes a greenhouse, chicken coop, pond, fire pit 
and raised bed gardens. You will find native plants, mushroom logs and 
herbs that bloom throughout the year as well as “treasures” that nature 
has to offer. Holly loves combining art and nature in her yard. Elements of 
stained glass, metal trees, granite pathways, weathered stumps and moss-
covered rocks define the space. She eagerly awaits the first white blossoms 
of “Star of Bethlehem” in the spring and the lovely purple blue flowers of 
“Love in the Mist” in early summer. Creativity is at the heart of Holly’s yard 
and Plaza Midwood is the best neighborhood to express creativity.

JANUARY 2017 – PLAZA MIDWOOD COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Plaza Midwood Community Garden (PMCG) won the Plaza Midwood Yard of 
the Month award in January, 2017. Thanks so much to all of the volunteers over 
the past thirteen years for making the garden a beautiful and inviting place for 
neighbors and visitors. In order to keep the garden a thriving destination point 
in Midwood Park, new volunteers and leaders are always needed. Please email 
to June Blotnick at seablotnick@bellsouth.org to volunteer at least once or twice 
during this year. The PMCG especially interested in finding several neighbors in-
terested in using the garden for children’s environmental programming. Come 
grow with the PMCG!

We select a winner by the 10th of each month, so please nomi-
nate your neighbors who spend time in the yard at YardOfThe-
Month@PlazaMidwood.org and help us recognize those who 
make Plaza Midwood so special.

LIKE PMNA ON

FACEBOOK: 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/

PLAZAMIDWOOD
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A big thank you to the runners, volunteers, our fantastic 
title sponsor, Williams Subaru, and all of our incredible sponsors:

The 2017 Shamrock Shuffle 5K & Kid’s Fun Run was a huge success!
The Shamrock Shuffle, a 5K Run through Plaza Midwood, was created five years ago 
to benefit the students of Shamrock Gardens Elementary. Over 200 runners came 
out on a beautiful chilly March morning, decked out in green shirts and shamrock 

accessories. The kid’s races brought out smiles, cheers, and plenty of exercise!

Shamrock Gardens is evidence of what amazing things can happen 
when a community unites to support a school. Join us next March for 

our 6th Shamrock Shuffle!

page2studio
CLTCH

Diamond 
Soul Gastrolounge
Moxie Mercantile

Tuft

Midwood Smokehouse
Move Studio
Mint Museum

Tip Top Daily Market
Central Coffee

Pizza Peel

Rita’s
2U Laundry

Burn Bootcamp
Accident Recovery Center
Robery Dulin/Keller Williams

Birdsong Brewing Co

Inner Peaks
Healthy Home Market

Nova’s Bakery
Common Market

Defy Gravity
State Farm - Matt Woodford

In-Kind Sponsors:

Silver Sponsors:

Platinum Sponsors:Diamond Sponsor: Gold Sponsors:

Pike’s Pharmacy
Brasfield & Gorrie

Plaza Midwood Dentistry
Clear Defense Pest Control
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NEIGHBORHOOD  
SCHOOLS UPDATE 
Eastway Middle School
from Gregg Hill

Going forward, the Shamrock Gardens School Update will 
change to include information about all of our neighborhood 
schools. 

This month, we highlight our middle school. On March 30, 
Eastway Middle School Principal Mary Webb hosted an Open 
House, inviting students and parents to learn about the many 
new and exciting things happening there. 

Please visit Eastway Middle School’s website to find out more:  
http://schools.cms.k12.nc.us/eastwayMS/Pages/Default.aspx

Questions?  
Contact Gregg Hill at gregghill1920@gmail.com

INTERESTED IN FREE

OPERA CAROLINA
TICKETS? SEE PAGE 6 

FOR DETAILS

GREENWAY EXTENSIONS 
OPENING CEREMONY

What an asset to have a vibrant and connected green-
way so near our neighborhood! Come out May 3 at 

4:30 at the Greenway extensions between Parkwood and 
Cordelia Park and celebrate the official opening of another 
completed section of the long-term vision of a greenway 
that connects across Mecklenburg county. Access the trail  
at the Belmont Regional Center, 700 Parkwood Avenue.

After the ceremony, greenway advocates plan to meet at 
Free Range Brewing to discuss plans for a new foundation 
to benefit Greenways for Mecklenburg. It is hoped that the 
new foundation to support greenways can be an exciting 
public/private source for new funds. 

For more information, contact Rick Winiker,  
Greenway Advisory Council member – Central District  
(also Chantilly Neighborhood Board)  
704.807.8223  |  @Rickwins

MOVIES IN THE PARK
Plaza Midwood’s Summer Movie Line-up  
by Jeff Wheeler

PM Neighbors… Please plan to join us this summer for 
Walk-In Theatre—Movies in Midwood Park.

Pack a picnic, bring a lawn chair or sleeping bag, and 
come out to the amphitheater in Midwood Park for a 
FREE 8 pm showing of one of these classic flicks on the big 
screen.  All are welcome!

• May 27:  Ferris Bueller’s Day Off

• June 24:  Back to the Future

• August 26:  The Princess Bride

• September 30:  Ghostbusters
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Printing • Typesetting • High Speed Copying
Binding Services • Invitations

Labels • Laminating • Fax Services • Pads
Wedding Programs • Business Cards

Carbonless Forms • Door Hangers
Rubber/Self Inking Stamps

NOTARYPUBLIC

301 North Caswell Road
(by Mercy and Presbyterian Hospitals)

Charlotte, NC 28204
704.375.8349 / Fax 704.342.1066

ss7533@earthlink.net
www.sirspeedy.com/midtown

8:30 am - 5:30 pm Monday to Friday

Mention This Ad
SUMMER SPECIAL - 24 Cents Color Copies 8.5x11 per side
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INSIDE|OUT CHARLOTTE BRINGS ART TO PLAZA MIDWOOD
by Jeff Wheeler

Imagine encountering Andy Warhol’s Marilyn outside a 
YMCA or emerging artist Jordan Casteel’s Kevin The Kite 

Man in the middle of a park. Plaza Midwood neighbors and 
Charlotteans across the city will be able to participate in this 
experience beginning this spring when the Bechtler Museum 
of Modern Art and the Harvey B. Gantt Center for African-
American Arts + Culture launch Inside|Out Charlotte. 

The Inside|Out Charlotte initiative is a part of the John S. and 
James L. Knight Foundation’s national effort to share collec-
tions and bring art into communities. This public exhibition 
and outreach program will extend into the greater Charlotte-
Mecklenburg area to strengthen knowledge, understanding 
and appreciation for visual art. The program places framed, 
high-quality reproductions of artworks on display at the 
Bechtler Museum and Gantt Center for community members 
to encounter and enjoy, with programming specifically de-
signed for each installation. Inside|Out Charlotte will highlight 
artworks that reflect the diversity of the museums’ collections 
and broad interests in the communities. 

The program began eight years ago at the Detroit Institute 
of Arts and now includes partners around the nation—the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Akron Art Museum, and Perez 
Art Museum Miami. The John S. and James L. Knight Foun-
dation has funded the expansion to these additional cities 
including Charlotte. 

“There’s something very powerful about seeing works of 
art in person. You become completely immersed. Inside|Out 
brings that experience to people, directly in their communi-
ties. And an amazing thing happens: entire neighborhoods, 
entire communities, start to talk about art,” said Victoria Rog-
ers, vice president for arts at Knight Foundation. 

This past winter, PMNA applied for and was awarded a grant 
to bring a pop-up art exhibition to Plaza Midwood. The Art-
work will be installed in late April and will be here through 
mid July. I can’t wait to see residents, families and friends in 
Plaza Midwood walk through the park or hop on a bike and 
encounter art in unexpected outdoor places. 

The Bechtler and the Gantt Center, in conjunction with Plaza 
Midwood and other partner communities, will plan educa-
tional opportunities, such as bicycle and walking tours, com-
munity discussions, musical performances and more. Look to 
PlazaMidwood.org for announcements of art-related activi-
ties in our community.  

Plaza Midwood is also on the list for new art installations in 
the fall, so if you like what you see, you just might be pleas-
antly surprised by new pop-ups later this year.  Many thanks 
to the Inside|Out Charlotte program, the Bechtler Museum, 
the Harvey B. Gantt Center and the Knight Foundation for 
selecting Plaza Midwood as an outdoor museum.

keren boyan
Your Midwood Expert

email: Kerengetsmail@gmail.com

w w w . K E R E N B O Y A N . c o m

phone: 704.904.0845

15% off 
Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204

704.335.7288

Espresso
Iced Drinks

Pastries
Gifts

Free WiFi
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
We are very lucky here in Plaza Midwood to have a 
wealth of faith options from which choose. Our  
churches are active and involved in our neighborhood. 

Due to unexpected circumstances with our newsletter staff, we 
did not include our usual calendar of events this quarter, but 
will resume in our Summer issue! Please contact the churches 
for information!

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH   
1900 The Plaza  
www.htlccharlotte.org  |  704.334.7348. 

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH   
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
www.midwoodbaptist.org  |  704.376.8944.

PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   
2304 The Plaza
www.plazapresbyterian.org  |  704.376.8594 

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community 
2101 Belvedere Avenue
TheVineCharlotte.com  |  704.334.7348, ext. 205. Vi
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Remodeling • Painting • Handyman • Room Additions • Renovations

Landscaping • All Types Cleaning • Carpentry • Tree Work • Roofing

Plum
bing & Electrical • Hom

e Inspections • Ceram
ic Tile • Power W

ash • Leaf Proof  Gutter System
s

Robert Heyward
Home Repair & Renovations

704/364-3591 Free Estimates www.robertheyward.com

rhcllc1051@aol.com
30 years in Business • No Job Too Large or Too Small

I am the one person to talk to directly about all of your home and yard 
needs, from room additions to handyman; from painting to plumbing & 
electrical;  from tree removal to regular yard care; from roof repairs to 

brickwork; wood repairs to ceramic tile. Workers are fully insured.
We have Excellent References that can be contacted. These are just a few:

 Gaby Shaw 2343 Vernon Drive 704-562-2021
 Tom & Millie Cox 6503 Shannon Hills Road 704-556-0604
 Susan Shackelford  1712 Tippah Avenue 704-371-4600 
  & Melissa Miles
 Leigh Cotter 2114 Ferncliff Drive 704-497-0214
 Marilyne Morenz  1925 Tippah Avenue 704-372-2848 
  & Myrna Hodges
 Robert Dulin Keller Williams Realty 704-661-3173

BBB
A+

Rating

Since 1919  •  Jesse Pike & Jennifer Keller, Pharmacists

2133 Shamrock Dr., Charlotte     704.563.2286     www.pikespharmacy.com

free Delivery! Take advantage of our free delivery to “your” neighborhood. 
We’ll deliver your prescription right to your door, at no additional charge.

Order refills online! We know you’re busy, so we’ve made refilling your prescription 
even more convenient. Order your refills anytime, 24/7, through our website at  
www.pikespharmacy.com. We’ll give you $10.00 off for any prescription transferred 
from another pharmacy to ours. Just call us with the rx number at your old pharmacy, 
and we will take care of the rest. 

Your copay is the same, so you save more. We accept all insurance plans and we 
never keep you waiting in line like those big drugstores.

It’s so easy! Just give us a call and tell us you’re ready to make the change to 
Pike’s. We’ll take care of the rest and we’ll take care of you… because we’re family.

HOurs: 
9am - 7pm, Monday - friday 
9am - 4pm on Saturday

Still the Good 

Old-Fashioned  

Customer Service  

You Expect — 

Delivered With StYlE.
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WINTER FLING THANK YOUS
By David Hale

Plaza Midwood’s 2017 Winter Fling is in the books, and 
thanks to our generous neighbors, PMNA raised nearly 

$8,500 in our silent auction— funds that will go directly to-
ward neighborhood improvement projects (like dog waste 
stations) and events (like our summer movies in the park 
series). From Mike Kelleher’s opening riffs to New Local 
rocking out the rest of the night, it was a terrific party in our 
first year in a new location.

Many thanks to all who attended as well as all our generous 
sponsors who helped make Winter Fling happen.

Legion Brewing made the perfect host, rolling out the red 
carpet for Plaza Midwood neighbors to kick up their heels. 
Roots Catering did an amazing job serving some delecta-
ble dishes for dinner. Two Scoops Creamery and Undercur-
rent Coffee offered the perfect cappers to the evening, too.

We're also grateful to the Village at Commonwealth, City 
Church Charlotte and Cruise Carts for helping with park-
ing and transportation.

And, as much as anyone, a big thanks goes to all our gener-
ous silent auction donors. Every item in the silent auction 
was a donation from someone who is concerned about 
keeping our community great, and those funds generated 
from the auction serve as the backbone for PMNA’s work all 
year. We’re lucky to have our commercial district neighbors 
so eager to help, and PMNA reminds you to help them by 
shopping, dining, eating and playing locally, too.

East Coast IPA

1906 Commonwealth Ave  Charlotte, NC
legionbrewing.com   844 HOP LOve

Fresh Picked
Tropical Flavor
Available 
Year-Round at 

CLT    NC

pm family-owned
general store

with locally made:

2008 commonwealth avenue         704.877.7879 
moxiemercantile.com         follow: @moxiemercantile

M-F 11-6           Sat 10-5           Sun 11-4

an urban sidewalk market on 
commonwealth + thomas + central + gordon

saturdays 
in april 

from 11-4

follow: @midwoodmarket

Join Moxie and other PM merchants at:

gifts
candles
jewelry

woodwork
leather
plants

pottery

2220 The Plaza

charlottemusic.net

704-615-9195

music4lifecharlotte@gmail.com
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT UPDATES
Plaza Midwood Merchants Association (PMM) and PMNA are continuing to connect the merchants and 
neighbors of PM. PMM will be contributing updates to The Spirit to let everyone know about upcoming 
merchant events, new businesses, and highlight business owners who live and operate in PM.
by Kevin Giriunas

Introducing some of our most recent merchants: 

Moxie Mercantile is a locally owned, Etsy-certified support-
er of independent artists. They have an extensive curated 
selection of gifts and accessories, and are located across 
the street from Common Market, with convenient parking 
in back. The owners, Michelle and Clifton Castelloe, also 
started Midwood Market, an urban street market in PM.

Pure Pizza is an organic farm-to-table neighborhood piz-
zeria located across the street from Viking Imports on Cen-
tral Avenue (where Lulu’s used to be). They orchestrate the 
Sustainable Saturdays farmer’s market, and are now open 
for Sunday brunch.

Midwood Guitar Studio is a boutique guitar store offering 
great hand-made instruments, amps and effects. They are 
between Sadu and Social Status on Central Avenue and 
their space can be rented for events as well.

Please stop by and see all that they have to offer!

What’s this guitar studio all about? 

Midwood Guitar Studio opened in November 2016, and 
is the first boutique guitar shop in Charlotte in the past 30 
years. They sell their guitars online as well as in their store.

Owner Douglas Armstrong has been living in Charlotte 
since the '70s and currently resides in Weddington. With 
his passion for music, recording, and guitars, he was frus-
trated that Charlotte did not have a proper guitar shop—so 
he took matters into his own hands, and Midwood Guitar 
Studio was born!

Check out this awesome shop right in your neighborhood!

Things to do in Plaza Midwood  this spring

• Midwood Market: Every Saturday in April: 11 am - 4 pm. 
An urban street market in the heart of Plaza Midwood.

• BOOM: April 28 - 30: all day. Charlotte’s artist-led an-
nual showcase of experimental/contemporary perfor-
mance and visual art. See page 24 for more details.

• Open Streets 704: May 7: 1 pm - 5 pm. Open Streets 
704 aims to build a better, healthier, connected com-
munity by encouraging Charlotte and Mecklenburg 
area residents to walk, bicycle, and experience the city 
together in a way that’s just not possible in a car. They 
are opening a length of city streets for an afternoon 
just for people!

Find updates on what's happening with our local businesses 
at: www.plazamidwood.com.

Is a PMM membership good for you? 

If you are a local small business owner or entrepreneur lo-
cated in or nearby Plaza Midwood and are looking to con-
nect, collaborate, and support the local merchants and 
community, then a PMM membership can help make that 
happen! 

Interested in learning more  
about PMM?

Build on the unifying 
brand of our hyper-

local community

Connect with  
neighbors and  

fellow mechants

Speak as a unified  
voice in political  

forums

Our mission and values:

Protect by challenging 
and influencing  
development 

Help businesses  
increase revenue

THINK GLOBALLY, 
SPEND LOCALLY.

PLEASE SUPPORT PM BUSINESSES  
& ADVERTISERS!
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BOOM ARTS FESTIVAL RETURNS TO PLAZA MIDWOOD
April 28-30
by Steve Dunn

Charlotte's most exciting arts festival, BOOM, 
returns to Plaza Midwood April 28-30. 

BOOM brings together a curated group of 
performance and visual artists who are 
creating groundbreaking original mu-
sic, theatre, dance, and spoken word. 
According to BOOM's founder, 
Manoj Kesavan, “We’ve gath-
ered a unique coalition of 
artists, volunteers, nonprof-
its, local businesses and 
neighborhood orga-
nizations to transform 
the way art is made 
and shared in the 
Charlotte.”

BOOM features local 
and national artists 
with a focus on provoca-
tive contemporary work. This 
year's performers include Sin-
ergismo, a collaborative perfor-
mance art ensemble, and spoken-
word phenom, Bluz Rogers. XOXO 
returns to BOOM with its psychedelic 
western, “All The Dogs and Horses” 
while Mall Goth wields its unique 
brand of absurdist musical theatre 
against the dangerous banality of mid-
dle America in “The Rise of Stepdad.”

Be sure to stop by BOOM's outdoor “In-
tersection” stage across the street from 

Common Market, for non-stop mu-
sic, dance, and all things un-

expected. This year's festival 
expands to include Inter-

national House and Gal-
lery Twenty-Two as 

spaces to show-
case the visual 
arts and special 
guests including 

the 11-Word Film 
Festival and Tosco 

Music Party. 

BOOM is excited to 
return to Plaza Mid-

wood this year because, 
as Kesavan puts it, “our 

goal has always been to 
create connections between 

diverse artists and the widest rang-
ing community—and we’ve inten-
tionally chosen to do that outside 
of the center city. And we seek out 
unexpected or unused spaces—like 
small venues, alleyways, and park-
ing lots—for creative installations 
and events. Plaza Midwood offers 
all this—it's just the right distance 

from uptown, has good density and walkability, great 
businesses, and is one of the hippest neighborhoods in 
Charlotte.” While the festival embraces our neighbor-
hood's free-spirited edge, BOOM offers something for 
everyone, including food trucks and kids' activities host-
ed by the Mint Museum and Charlotte Symphony. 

So be sure to mark your calendars for BOOM and wit-
ness what is rapidly becoming a Charlotte institution. 
Kesavan has no shortage of ambition for the project, 
which he envisions will become “one of the largest arts 
festivals in the country, a reason for visitors to make 
Charlotte a destination, and one of the main reasons 
creatives move here and stay here.” 

Visit www.boomcharlotte.org for more information.
8-31-2017
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KINGS DRIVE ART WALK  
RETURNS IN MAY FOR ITS  
SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY
Saturday, May 6, 11:00 am – 6:00 pm and 
Sunday, May 7, 11:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Kings Drive Art Walk (KDAW) con-
tinues its tradition of combining arts 

art and the outdoors. The annual event 
will be held Saturday, May 6, from 11 
am to 6 pm and Sunday, May 7, from 
11 am to 5 pm at the Little Sugar Creek 
Greenway along Kings Drive, near the 
Metropolitan in Midtown. The festival 
will feature fine arts for sale in numer-

ous media, including paint and drawing; sculpture; pottery; 
and metal, stone, wood and glass works. Entertainment in-
cludes the return of the JazzArts Music Stage, aerial dancers 
and strolling musicians along the Greenway.

Admission to KDAW is free. KDAW was founded by Festival 
in the Park, Charlotte’s popular fall event held in Freedom 
Park, a Charlotte tradition started in 1964.

Kings Drive Art Walk is located on the Little Sugar Creek 
Greenway at 600 South Kings Drive, near the corner of East 
Morehead Street. For parking information, directions or 
other information, visit: www.FESTIVALinthePARK.org.
















(Take-out Only) 
















(Take-out Only) 
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OPEN STREETS 704  
IS COMING TO PLAZA MIDWOOD ON SUNDAY, MAY 7!
by Scott Curry

WHAT IS IT?
Charlotte’s next Open Streets 704 event will happen from  
1 pm to 5 pm on Sunday, May 7. It will focus on connecting 
neighborhoods across Charlotte’s exciting East Side. Open 
Streets 704 events literally open up a length of city streets 
for an afternoon, and turn them into a gigantic linear park. 
Taking cues from similar events around the country and the 
world, Open Streets 704 aims to build a better, healthier, 
connected community by encouraging Charlotte residents 
to walk, bike, and experience the city together in a way 
that’s just not possible in a car.

THE ROUTE
The May 7 route begins at Independence Park, near Me-
morial Stadium, and stretches all the way to Veteran’s Park 
on the east side. It’s 2.5 miles of fun, with something for 
everyone—music, games, food, biking, walking, dancing, 
art—you name it! We’ve got it! The route is within walking 
and biking distance of great neighborhoods like Plaza Mid-
wood, Elizabeth, First Ward, Windsor Park, Chantilly, Echo 
Hills, Commonwealth, Optimist Park, Sheffield Park, Coun-
try Club Heights, Eastover, and Cherry. For details, go to: 
http://openstreets704.com/route/.

SOMETHING SPECIAL— 
Pop Up Bike Lane
As a part of the May 7 festivities, event or-
ganizers are planning to install a protect-
ed bike lane demonstration on The Plaza 
from Central Avenue to Mimosa Avenue. 
The pop-up bike lanes will help folks in 
Plaza Midwood, Villa Heights, Optimist 
Park and NoDa get to/from the event 
route. This will be a first-of-its-kind bike 

lane demonstration for Charlotte, and we’re super excited 
that it’s happening in our neighborhood!

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
There are lots of ways to get involved. First of all, come par-
ticipate in the event! Tell your family and friends about it. Get 
your coworkers involved. Open Streets 704 is for everybody, 
and we’d love to make sure Plaza Midwood is represented 
well. Second, volunteer to help during the event. There are 
lots of fun volunteer 
opportunities—from 
“Intersection Super-
heroes” to “Activ-
ity Zone Volunteers.” 
Open Streets 704 
wouldn’t be possible 
without a small army 
of great volunteers! 
Sign up to work a 
shift and get a free 
Open Streets 704  

t-shirt. Volunteers can work half the event, or if you’re really 
inspired, sign up to work the whole thing. If you are interest-
ed in volunteering, contact Lori Saylor at Lori.Saylor@meck-
lenburgcountync.gov. 

For more information go to: http://openstreets704.com/get-
involved/volunteer-roles/.

Highlights from last the Open Street 704 event
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CHARLOTTE HISTORIC  
DISTRICT COMMISSION  
UPDATE 
Spring 2017

by Kristina Harpst

#THISPLACEMATTERS
If you live in and love all that makes Plaza Midwood special 
and irreplaceable, then you are likely a preservationist. Con-
trary to the cultural cliché that preservationists are people 
who chain themselves to buildings, or lie down in front 
of an oncoming bulldozer, preservation is not about keep-
ing buildings and neighborhoods frozen in time, but rather 
managing change—so the elements that make a place 
unique are not lost. Preservation includes everything from 
maintaining alleyways, to sidewalks with tree-lined streets 
and front porches. It’s also the garden in Midwood Park, a 
favorite restaurant or store in the Plaza Midwood business 
district, or even your own home. 

SUSTAIN CHARLOTTE  
RECOGNIZES ONE OF  
OUR OWN  by Larken Egleston

Kudos to Midwood resident and PMNA Board member 
Renee Bradley for her recent honor of being named a 
finalist in the Outstanding Overall Leader category for 
the upcoming 2017 Sustain Charlotte awards. I was 
one of her nominators (one of dozens, I presume) and 
am feeling like a proud papa right now. Let's just hope 
they don't get the envelopes mixed up, and give her 
award to the wrong person on April 26.

In a few weeks, throughout the month of May, people 
across the United States will be celebrating Preservation 
Month. While these celebrations take many forms, the most 
popular (and easiest to participate in) is the #ThisPlaceMat-
ters social media campaign. Coincidently, Midwood Maynia 
falls during the first week of May. The ever-popular Home 
and Garden Tour will surely provide ample photo oppor-
tunities; however, the other Maynia events, from the Mid-
wood Miles 5k and Pet Parade to the festivities in the park, 
should also present plenty of Instagram-worthy moments. 
So while you’re participating in various Midwood Maynia 
events, or just out and about the neighborhood during the 
month of May, snap a photo, share it, and tag it with #This-
PlaceMatters. It’s time to show where preservationists live, 
work, and play in #CLT, and most especially, the places that 
matter in Plaza Midwood. 

Policy & Design Guidelines Spotlight:  
Alternative Materials 

In the spirit of managing change, and the HDC’s con-
tinuous efforts to enhance processes and procedures, the 
Commission recently adopted brand new Policy & Design 
Guidelines. In response to input from a variety of stakehold-
ers, the new Guidelines now provide for the use of fiber-
cement siding as an alternate material. Allowing the use 
of fiber-cement siding is a major change for the HDC. Un-
til recently, all additions to existing buildings and all new 
construction projects were required to use traditional ma-
terials (wood, brick, stone, stucco). Now however, all new 
construction projects, including new single family homes, 
townhomes, commercial buildings and accessory structures 
(sheds, garages, etc.), may request to use fiber-cement sid-
ing—provided the proposed siding meets certain require-
ments. To ensure that new construction using fiber-cement 
siding complements the existing buildings in the local dis-
trict, the fiber-cement siding should have approximately 
the same dimensions as traditional wood siding. The HDC 
will not require use of a specific brand of fiber-cement sid-
ing; however, for example purposes, JamesHardie, one of 
the most well-known manufacturers of fiber-cement siding, 
offers the Hardie Artisan product line that has dimensions 
similar to traditional wood siding. 

Please do not hesitate to contact staff with questions about 
Alternative Materials and the new Design Guidelines or 
Preservation Month and #ThisPlaceMatters. The best part 
of our day is talking with property owners!
• John Howard: jghoward@charlottenc.gov or 

704.336.5994.
• Kristi Harpst: kharpst@charlottenc.gov or 

704.336.4697
• Wanda Birmingham: wbirmingham@charlottenc.gov 

or 704.336.2302
• Linda Keich: lkeich@charlottenc.gov or 704-353-1133
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KID’S 1-MILE 5K RELAY HALF FULL

11/11/2017

R U N C H A R L O T T E . C OM

ONE DAY. FIVE RACES.
COUNTLESS MEMORIES.
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Traditional Companion Animal Medicine and Surgery, Chiropractic, Surgical and Therapeutic Laser, 
Digital and Dental Radiography, In House Ultrasound, and Nutritional supplementation.

Clayton Watkins, DVM     •     Shebel Hariharan, DVM     •     Natalie Hauser, DVM 

1909 Commonweath Ave • Charlotte NC 28205 • 704.370.0767 • www.commonwealthah.com


