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Save the Dates!
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at 
 The VanLandingham Estate 

Can’t make a meeting?  
Stay informed:

•	 Sign up for e-newsletter  
at plazamidwood.org

•	 Facebook.com/PlazaMidwood
•	 Instagram.com/ 
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Apr 22
PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING

6:30 pm
VanLandingham Estate 

See pg 22
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May 16
MIDWOOD MAYNIA FESTIVAL

11 am - 6 pm
Midwood Park 

See pg 6

May 1 & 2
HOME & GARDEN TOUR

Fri. 6 -8 pm 
Sat. 10 am - 4 pm

See pg 8

INSIDE
Maynia Festival Details— 

pg 6

Home Tour Descriptions— 

pg 8

Winter Fling Photos 

 pg 14

…and Much More!

continues on pg 15

 

PLAZA MIDWOOD’S NEWEST PUBLIC ART PROJECT 
CELEBRATES COMPLETION

From Meg Annitto

Next time you turn off Central onto Tippah Park 
Court and wind your way down Fulton Avenue, 

you’ll notice some new surprises along the way with 
the completion of the Joy in the Shadows Fulton 
Streetscape Project. Created by the talented Eliza-
beth (Ella) Palmisano in collaboration with the com-
munity, this newest art installation welcomes and de-
lights passers-by and reminds us all that this is a place 
to slow down and connect with your neighbors. 

The larger street mural and art 
sculpture anchor the design and 
invite you to look around for more 
joy to be found. As the smaller 
versions of the project continue 
to “flutter into the neighborhood” 
in an intentional way, the message 
of connection and community is 
reinforced. The discerning eye will 
notice a shared through-line that 
stretches from the abandoned 
Little Italy building on Central all 
the way down Fulton—in playful 
and surprising ways. 

“It’s hard to believe 
it’s been a year since 
Meg and I first con-
nected and hatched 
the idea for this 
project,” Ella shared. 

“ Lo o k i n g  b a c k 
over the year, one 
of the highlights 
that stays with me 
is the welcoming 

response and ral-
lying by the com-

munity—and their 
trust in me around its creation. The way that the 

timeline allowed me 
to be “embedded” 
in a way within the 
community contrib-
uted to the design in 
very special and un-
expected ways. I look 
forward to staying 
connected.”

“I’m so pleased about 
the way this project 
has already fostered a 
deep love for art and 

community in my family’s little 
boys, showing them how neigh-
bors and friends can come togeth-
er to create something that brings 
joy and pride in everyday spaces. 
What a blessing to learn this les-
son at three years old,” Jenna Nich-
ols shared. 

“It was a privilege and a constant 
source of light to help bring this 
project to life with Ella. I especially 

loved watching how she and her team made our 
littlest PM residents feel so special through the 
thoughtful ways she incorporated them into the 
project and its design,” said PMNA board member 
Meg Annitto, who worked with Ella during the past 
year on the grant and project design. “I’m also very 
grateful for all the neighbors who showed up in so 
many big and small ways—helping with the logis-
tics and hands-on work… everything from getting 
signatures to close the street, lending and hauling 
street barriers for the paint day and joining in to lay 
down the paint. Even letting us hook up to water 
for power washing. It definitely took a village.”

Jun 14
MIDWOOD MARKET

All Day
PM Business District 

See pg 22
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Thinking about a move this spring? Connect with Ken, Midwood’s Top Trusted Agent* 
and Neighbor since 2008

917.301.9511  |   KEN.RIEL@COMPASS.COM  |   KENRIEL .COM 
*MLS 2025 | 4525 Sharon Rd, 3rd Floor, Charlotte, NC 28211 
   Ken Riel is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. If your home is listed with a broker this is not intended as a solicitation.

1817 NASSAU BLVD
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 3,075 SF | Sold for $1,570,000

Most expensive home ever sold on Nassau Blvd

PURCHASE TICKETS AT PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

Proud Sponsor of the Plaza Midwood 
Home & Garden Tour on May 1 & 2
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
from Lindsay McCleary

I 	volunteered for my first home tour in Pittsburgh’s  
 historic South Side neighborhood in May of 2012. Once 

a mill district serving the steel industry along the Monon-
gahela River, the South Side was anchored by families 
who lived on the Slopes above it—many of their homes 
perched higher than the skyline itself. To get up and down 
those hills, residents relied on staircases, which Pittsburgh 
(like a few other cities) classifies as public streets. The South 
Side Slopes has 68 sets of public staircases, totaling 5,447 
steps. That home tour was rich with history—and came 
with an unexpectedly intense glute workout!

Twelve years later, I’m serving on Plaza Midwood’s Home Tour Committee for the fourth 
year in a row, and my love for home tours has only grown. What I enjoy most is how this 
event brings people together. Without fail, Home Tour weekend introduces me to at least 
one (and usually many) neighbors, and I almost always discover a surprising common 
thread between us. Funny enough, Pittsburgh has been that thread more than once. Last 
year, I met a woman on Sprague Avenue who lived in the South Side—just one block 
away from me—during the exact same timeframe. Even wilder? We both moved to Char-
lotte at the end of 2012 and now we live four blocks a part. How neat!

I’m continually amazed by and deeply grateful for our neighbors’ willingness to open 
their homes to 1,200 people in a single weekend. I’m equally appreciative of the generos-
ity of the local business owners whose “bevs and bites” help amplify the experience and 
make it uniquely ours.

As you’re walking the streets of Plaza Midwood during this year’s Home Tour, I encourage 
you to look for the common threads you share with those you meet—and remember, it 
could always be 5,000+ steps like our rust belt neighbors up north.

Yinz take care!

Lindsay

S

(l to r) Lindsay McCleary, with home 
tour committee members Negar 
Iskra and Meredith Hubbard in 
2025.

Spirit  Staff
Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager: 
Kristin Butz

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Contributors:
Mandy Bean
Mark Blythe
June Blotnick
Kristin Butz
Max Diddams
Rodney Hines
Meredith Hubbard
Negar Iskra
Chris Lakin
Evan Mitchell
Lindsay McCleary
Stephanie McKinley
Kathie McKinney
Valerie Preston
Lisa Swayne Proud
Melissa Schropp
Christine Shiel
Erin Steele
Jill Talevski
Elliott Vorheis
Tanya Wilson

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to 
Kristin Butz at  
kristin.k.butz@gmail.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit  Deadlines
The Spirit magazine is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the  
deadline. Copy received after the 
deadline date may be held for a future 
issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2026/27:

SUMMER ‘26 issue.............Jun. 5, 2026 

FALL ‘26 issue......................Sep. 5, 2026 

WINTER ‘27 issue...............Dec. 5, 2026 

SPRING ‘27 issue................Mar. 5, 2027 

Families gathered under chilly sunny skies on 
March 28 for the annual Easter Egg Hunt at 

Midwood Park, and by all accounts, the morning 
was a hopping success. Children dashed across 
the park in designated sections tailored to dif-
ferent age groups, ensuring everyone—from  
toddlers to big kids—had their moment to shine.

Sponsored by Valvoline, the celebration blended 
community spirit with festive fun. The morning 
concluded on a graceful note, as attendees en-
joyed a special ballet lesson from Park Ballet—
a delightful finale to a day filled with laughter, 
movement, and springtime cheer.

HIPPITY, HOPPITY…  
HELLO SPRINGTIME!
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  2026 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) BOARD ROSTER:

Lindsay McCleary, President  
& Home Tour 
Tippah Avenue  
724-456-9638 
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com 

Rob Phocas, Vice President,  
Quarterly Mtgs, Easter Egg Hunt, Parks, 
Dog Park & Stations 
Club Road 
704-785-1515 
robphocas@gmail.com 

Jerry Reed, Treasurer & Sponsorships 
Thurmond Place 
704-906-3525 
PMNATreasury@outlook.com 

Rusty Gibbs, Secretary, Fall Crawl,  
Transportation, Sponsorships  
Virginia Avenue  
704-345-8209   
rusty@thenicholscompany.com 

Tanya Wilson, Immediate Past President, 
Midwood Maynia, 
Midwood Mile/Trashy Tuesdays  
Club Road 
704-957-0610 
Tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Louise Hindal Acer, Midwood Mile, Land 
Use, Community Garden, Marathon Party, 
Communications & Social Media 
Landis Avenue 
413-822-7732  
louise@louiseacer.com

Megan Annitto, Midwood Gives Back,  
Arts & Beautification 
Fulton Avenue 
732-859-6450 
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mandy Bean, Memberships & Midwood 
Gives Back  
Masonic Drive  
704-302-6702   
mandybean19@gmail.com

Max Diddams, Easter Egg Hunt &  
Midwood Maynia 
Belvedere Avenue 
650-804-4606 
Max.diddams@gmail.com

Kevin Eckenrode, Fall Crawl & Permits 
Sprague Avenue 
330-388-1291 
Eckenrode.kevin@gmail.com

Chad Gambrell, Movies in the Park  
& Schools 
Belle Terre Avenue  
336-269-1380  
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com 

Rodney Hines, Winter Fling & Home Tour 
The Plaza 
980-333-9947 
Rodney@nestlewoodrealty.com

Robbie Hodge, eNewsletter  
Simpson Drive  
me@robbiehodge.com 

Negar Iskra, Winter Fling, Home Tour, 
Schools  
Sprague Avenue  
925-785-5517 
negariskra@gmail.com

Adam Lane, Community Garden & Permits 
Masonic Drive  
704-402-0400   
lane.benton@gmail.com 

Evan Mitchell, Midwood Maynia &  
Marathon Party 
Nassau Boulevard 
302-753-8088 
Evan.mitchell@providenceday.org

Matt Rulnick, Land Use, Dog Park  
& Stations 
Winter Street 
704-457-9307 
Matt@searchcharlotte.c om 

Valerie Preston, Movies in the Park, 
Midwood Mile/ Trashy Tuesdays 
Colyer Place 
704-877-2721 
nola2clt@gmail.com

Erin Steele, Easter Egg Hunt, Communica-
tions & Social Media, The Spirit Liaison 
Tippah Avenue  
704-458-8197  
erincsteele@gmail.com

ML Stewart, Membership & Trashy 
Tuesdays 
Kensington Drive 
704-654-6998 
mlstew17@yahoo.com

Terri Arrowood,  
Ex Officio, The Spirit 
Editor  
704-619-1355   
tarrowood@hot-
mail.com

Udo Robitsch,  
Ex Officio, Yard of 
the Month  
Tippah Avenue  
704-361-7772   
urobitsch@gmail.
com

FOR JUST

$25
Renew or join today | PlazaMidwood.org

Neighbors 
Make It Better

Support the events, green spaces, and 
community initiatives that make Plaza 
Midwood one of Charlotte’s most 
dynamic and engaged neighborhoods

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

Spring in Plaza Midwood is stunning! The daffodils and 
tulips abound. The bright spring green of the budding 

trees fills the air with vibrant color and the promise of warm-
er weather, the promise of more to come. While we love 
living here, we enjoy sharing almost as much. Two of Mid-
wood’s favorite “sharing events” are this May. Of course, I’m 
referring to the Home & Garden Tour and Midwood Maynia, 
our signature event and festival. This issue holds much info 
—who, what, where and when for each. 

The cover of this issue celebrates Midwood’s most recent 
public art project. Many thanks to PMNA board member 
Meg Annitto for writing the City grant and collaborating 
with artist Ella Palmisano to create the Fulton Streetscape 
Project – JOY IN THE SHADOWS. If you haven’t yet, drop by 
to see the mural and other components of the display.

There are lots more here… read about the Charlotte Tree 
Awards (pg. 20). Check out fun things to do in the hood—
at the Library and Arts+. Take part in the spring scavenger 
hunt. Visit the Midwood Market in the business district. We 
have built an animated, energetic, diverse community to 
enjoy and share. Let’s all take advantage of these wonderful 
perks of living here.

And if you’re itching to get more involved, there are many 
ways to do so. First, attend the all neighbors quarterly meet-
ing at VanLandingham on April 22; meet neighborhood 
leaders and find out how you can add your unique skills and 
vision to a PM project or event.

Let’s all celebrate this wonderful embracing place we live!

Happy Spring,

Terri

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
2026 HAPPENINGS

Save the dates for these upcoming PMNA events 
Be sure and check out all monthly eNewsletters in addition 
to 2026 Spirit quarterly newsletters, PM’s website and all  
social media for updates and additions to this list. Dates 
are subject to change.

	 April 22:	 All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting

	 May 1 & 2: 	 Home Tour

	 May 15:	 Movie in the Park:  
		  10 Things I Hate About You

	 May 16: 	 Midwood Maynia

	 June 26:	 Movie in the Park: Hitch

	 July 17:	 Movie in the Park:  
		  How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days

	 July 22:	 All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting

	September 26:	 Midwood Mile Race

	 September:	 Midwood Gives Back

	 October 24:	 Fall Crawl

	 October 28:	 All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting

	November 14:	 Marathon Party

You may also be interested in these regularly scheduled 
Monthly Activities:
Third Tuesdays: Midwood Mile Trashy Tuesdays
Third Wednesdays: Land Use Meeting
Third Saturdays: Community Garden Workday

MOVIES IN THE PARK 2026
Sponsored by Trope Bookshop

Some of our favorite summer events in Plaza Midwood are 
the Movies in the Park, produced by your PMNA.

Here’s the schedule:

Friday, May 15 –	10 Things I Hate About You, PG-13

Friday, June 26 –	Hitch, PG-13

Friday, July 17 –	 How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days, PG-13 

Movies are planned for an 8:30 start time. Check PM social me-
dia for exact time for each movie.

The Dirty Sodas & Popcorn Cart will be at all the movies. And 
other food trucks will be there too.

Bring a lawn chair, a blanket and your family and friends for a 
great time and terrific entertainment in Midwood Park.

PLAZA MIDWOOD’S  
FREE PAPER SHREDDING 

EVENT IS BACK
Tax season is over and it’s time for spring cleaning. You 

can safely discard any sensitive personal documents at 
our paper shredding event.

Saturday, April 25, 1-3 pm

The Vine, 2101 Belvedere Avenue

This event is sponsored by Ken Riel, PMNA and The Vine.
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Saturday, May 16   |   10:15 am – 6:30 pm

          MIDWOOD MAYNIA PET PARADE:

•	 10:15 am:  Gather on the front lawn of The  
Vine Methodist Church (2101 Belvedere  
Avenue) for the blessing of the pets.

•	 10:30 am: Parade begins, led by the Garinger Wildcats 
Band and Grand Marshal PMNA’s own Max Diddams. All 
pets and their humans are eligible. If you prefer not to 
parade, come out to cheer along the route!

•	 Parade Route:  Left on Belvedere  •  Cross Midwood Place  
•  Down Ashland Ave.  •  Left on Kensington Ave.  •  Left on 
Winter St.  •  Left on Wilhelmina  •  End in Midwood Park

FUN IN THE PARK: Food, cold beverages, lots to do and great 
music. 11:30 am - 6:30 pm.

KIDSWOOD IN THE PARK: Kid-oriented fun! 11:15 am-2:30 pm
•	 Story Time with the library, 11:15 am.
•	 Bounce house and slides – so much fun!

POLLINATOR FUN IN THE GARDEN FOR BIRDS, BEES &  
BUTTERFLIES: 12:30 - 3 pm. A joint activity sponsored by the 
Community Garden group and NEST: 

•	 Learn about the plants in the garden that were included 
to attract four different types of butterflies, and providing 
information for attracting butterflies in your yard.

•	 Learn about the NC Wildlife Federation’s Backyard Habitat 
Program and the four things wildlife needs to survive. If 
you provide all four, you can have your yard certified.

•	 Enjoy a Scavenger Hunt in the garden and around the 
park looking for those four items for wildlife.

•	 Join NEST members to make pollinator-friendly seed 
bombs for your yard.

MIDWOOD MAYNIA 2026
SCHEDULE of EVENTS

from Event Chairs Tanya Wilson, Evan Mitchell & Max Diddams

It’s that time again… Plaza Midwood’s official welcome to spring and the beginning 
of the outdoor festival season—with music, local beer and wine, pet parade, great 

vendors and merchants, doings for the kids—and all sorts of food and fun.

The spring festival is free to all, so we welcome you to join friends, family, neighbors, 
artisans and many of our local businesses in beautiful Midwood Park for the annual 

event. Midwood Maynia takes place the THIRD weekend in May—and is on Saturday, 
May 16 this year.

Our Event Sponsors:
Thank you to our incredible sponsors who make this treasured 
festival possible:

      TITLE Sponsor: 

  MAYNIA MUSIC SCHEDULE

•	 Opening Act:  Garinger Wildcats HS Band

•	 Noon: Hannah Rae Adams – Independent singer-songwrit-
er from Tennessee, blending elements of funk, folk, rock and 
baroque pop.

•	 1:30 pm: Eternally Grateful – Quickly rising as one of the 
most sought-after bands of the NC music scene; best de-
scribed as “Jamericana” with Indie and bluegrass.

•	 3 pm: Sand Dollar Starship – Locally-based group known 
for their blend of psych-rock and folk

•	 4:30 pm: One Voice Chorus – LGBTQIA+ and allies chorus 
dedicated to celebrating queer lives and fostering commu-
nity inclusion through choral excellence

•	 6 pm:  Second Chance Music – High energy country and 
rock favorites with a dose of soulful originals

FOOD TRUCKS:

•	 SprinkleJoy

•	 Don’s Jamaican Kitchen

•	 PraiseCheese

•	 King of Pops

BEER AND WINE:

•	 Birdsong •	 The Bohemian

Platinum Sponsors: 
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HOME&&GARDEN TOUR
2026

The Plaza Midwood Home & Garden Tour is coming up, and we are sure that even those who’ve attended for 
many years will find surprise and delight along the way. This year’s line-up features quaint, historic bungalows 

and gorgeous modern dwellings. There will also be a couple of tour stops quite unlike any we’ve had before. 

FUN CHILDCARE OPTIONS DURING THE TOUR

We’re thrilled to have Arts+ and Park Ballet back this year to  
offer enriching and fun activities for your littles while you enjoy 
the tour!

Park Ballet | 1708 E 35th 
Street 
“Mini HomeTour for Mini 
Adults Camp”

Friday, May 1– 5:30 -8:30 pm 
Saturday, May 2 – 9 am - 4 pm

Ages 3 to 12,  
Registration opens April 1 at 
parkballet.com

Arts+ | 2304 The Plaza

Saturday, May 2 – 
Full day: 9 am - 4 pm 
Morning half day:  
9 am - 12:30 pm 
Afternoon half day:  
12:30 pm - 4 pm

Ages 4 to 11, Registration 
opens April 1 at artsplus.org

YOUR 2026 HOME TOUR COMMITTEE:
Megan Annitto

Mark Blythe

Rodney Hines

Meredith Hubbard

Negar Iskra

Lindsay McCleary

Jill Talevski

2026 HOME & GARDEN TOUR SPONSORS
TITLE Sponsor:  Ken Riel with Compass

Diamond Sponsor:  L&L Construction & Remodeling

Platinum Sponsors: 
Bobby Sisk Homes/ 
Nestlewood Realty
Crown Town Landscapes
LendScout 

Roberston & Associates
ReVision Design & Buil
Nathan Steinhauer Design 

Gold/Home Sponsors:
The Bohemian
The Culture Shop 
Haraz Coffee House
Harriet’s Hamburgers
The Improper Pig

milkbread
Pure on The Plaza
Sip City 
Sorellina Pasta Co.

Pop-Up Sponsors:
Trope Bookshop
Twenty Two West

Wiloe Home and Gift

We’re rolling out something new this year: Pop Up Shops! 
Several tour homes will feature Pop-Up Shops in support of  
several local shops that make Plaza Midwood unique. These 
small PM businesses have curated a selection of products from 
their inventory just for the home tour. In addition, the tour 
would not be the same without everyone’s favorite tasty sam-
ples provided by our outstanding home sponsors who make 
our food and beverage scene so welcoming and fun.

And we're not done! The stop on Winter Street will pay homage 
to the creative community of artists here in Midwood. While 
enjoying the special space created by these homeowners, 
guests can also enjoy a mini art gallery display with selected 
works created by local artists. Three of our stops this year line 
the Winter Street Alley where other charming surprises will 
await tour-goers.

Be sure to rest a moment on Saturday and watch as the plein 
air painters from Holt School of Fine Art capture the beauty 
of spring in Plaza Midwood (1815 Belvedere, 10 am - 1 pm). 
And don’t miss a special performance by the Carolina Suzuki 
Strings on Friday night (2726 Country Club Lane, 6 - 7 pm), 
presentation by Arts+. Holt School of Fine Art and Arts+ have 
generously provided these features free of charge for the last 
three years, and we couldn’t be more thankful for the sparkle 
they bring to the tour. 

We are so grateful for the generous homeowners who open 
their homes in support of our biggest neighborhood fundraiser 
and opportunity to get together. The 2026 tour fully exhibits 
much of what makes our neighborhood so distinctive. Like 
Plaza Midwood, it’s going to be memorable!

We appreciate our Title Sponsor, Ken Riel with Compass, for his 
generosity, his unfailing support of our neighborhood, and his 
enthusiasm for the home tour. 

TICKETS: 

Purchase tickets online at plazamidwood.org. Tickets may be 
picked up at Wiloe and Twenty-Two West starting Friday April 
24 through Friday May 1 at 5 pm.

While a limited number of same-day tickets may be available at 
The Vine Church, we strongly advise purchasing your tickets in  
advance to avoid disappointment in case of an early sellout. Don’t 
miss out on this unforgettable experience!
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 1904 Ashland Avenue | Home of Jess George 

When the Georges bought this 1927 bungalow in 2003, the real estate flier read “for this 
price you could tear down and rebuild.”  The house was a motley assortment of rooms add-
ed over the decades, wrapped in beige and brown vinyl siding. Thankfully, instead of tear-
ing it down, they used the DIY attitude (and budget) of youth to make it work —for nearly 
14 years. Then, in 2017, they engaged a PM architect to redesign the home and address the 
major functional, aesthetic and structural issues. This would ultimately require a “down to 
the studs” renovation. The team focused on form and function over size, adding only 200 
square feet. 

Today, 1904 Ashland Avenue looks deceptively small from the outside and “lives” far bigger than its 1850 square feet. The new layout 
preserves distinct living spaces while creating an effortless flow between them. Skylights in the kitchen and two walls of windows in 
the sunroom add natural light and a connection to the lovely backyard. This home has been the perfect place to raise two children, 
gather with friends and family, and build a community of deep friendships. Jess is excited to share her home of over 22 years with you.

 1912 Winter Street | Home of Randy & Johanna Newman 

As Randy and Johanna Newman were toasting their purchase of this home in 2013, a neigh-
bor promptly introduced herself and said, “Buckle up because Winter Street loves a party!” In 
this spirit, the Newmans jumped in head first, enjoying the block’s street parties, an annual 
progressive dinner, the famous Halloween street closure, and impromptu driveway coffees 
and Covid yard gatherings. Eight years and three kids later, they completed a backyard reno-
vation and built an entertainment room to extend the living space for their family of five. 
The funky tiled bathroom floor is a nod to the original 1940’s tiled garage that stood before 
it. A turf yard, panoramic doors, fireplace and ice cream window are all supporting features 
for hosting neighbors and friends for karaoke sessions, game nights and Panthers hangs. 
Their final challenge was what to call it—the Annex? Back house? Hideaway? Bomb shelter?...they finally settled on Tiki Room!  

Special Tiki Room Art Show:  On this year’s tour, we are excited to highlight the work of local Midwood artists who created pieces for 
display in celebration of our theme, “Feels like Home.”  The Tiki Room is the perfect spot for it. You are invited to enjoy art pieces on 
display by local artists in our mini home tour art display—as you consider what feels like home to you. 

THIS YEAR’S FEATURED  
TOUR PROPERTIES:

Friday, May 1 from 6 – 8 pm 
Saturday, May 2 from 10 am – 4 pm

TITLE Sponsor: 
Ken Riel of  

Compass Realty

continues on pg.10

Feels Like Home

What makes Plaza 
Midwood feel like 
home to you? Scan 
this code and have 
a listen to our Tour 
playlist on Spotify.
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 1905 Chatham Avenue |  Home of John & Olivia Galarde

When John and Olivia purchased this property in 2019, it was a modest 1,110 square-foot 
brick ranch built in 1940. After living there for several years, John, a local builder himself, was 
able to design and implement a long-planned transformation. The wide, gently sloping lot 
inspired a Prairie-style design influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright.  The vision was a free flowing 
home with minimal steps, a low pitched roof, and wide horizontal overhangs—firmly con-
nected to the land. When the time came to build, the goal was not to overpower the site, but 
to create something that felt authentic to the neighborhood.

A central design element blurs the line between indoors and outdoors with large sliders 
opening to a covered porch and a sport pool and spa in the rear yard. Natural materials, darker tones, wood ceilings, and preserved 
large flowering camellias help create a warm, inviting timeless presence.

Inside, tongue and groove stained wood ceilings define the living area and primary bedroom extending out onto the porches and 
overhangs. Walnut flooring anchors the study and primary bedroom, while rich walnut trim frames the dining and kitchen windows. 
The primary suite was intentionally designed as a retreat. Tiled bathroom walls, darker bedroom wall colors, and the soft glow of 
the pool lights outside were chosen to evoke a spa-like atmosphere. John and Olivia are honored to share their home and hope you 
enjoy it as much as they do living there.

 1915 Chatham | Home of Connor and Kate Ryan

Connor and Kate love living in their charming white brick Midwood cottage alive with so 
much character. They especially enjoy some delightful key features—elements that define 
their style. Gas lanterns and custom ironwork are a hallmark of their design aesthetic, along 
with vibrant wallpaper and patterned drapery throughout the main living areas and guest 
bathroom. The refinished kitchen also includes these warm, bright and vivid qualities.

Because Katie and Connor spend a lot of time outdoors, a thoughtful outdoor living space is 
important to them. Tending their rooftop garden filled with flowering plants and enjoying 
year-round bonfires are two of their favorite activities—in addition to walking their dogs 
around the neighborhood. You can find them out daily with Stevie and Wilson, taking in their favorite area of Charlotte, with its 
historic charm, walkability and amazing local coffee shops and restaurants.

 1901 Club Road | Home of Spencer Lassiter 

Originally from North Carolina, Spencer first relocated to Charlotte’s South End in 2015  
after living in Florida for eight years and San Francisco for nine years. Attracted to the diver-
sity of Plaza Midwood, the charm of the many original homes and the proximity to Uptown, 
he then chose to move to his home on Club Road in 2016. The home was built in 1941—and 
has seen multiple additions added throughout its lifetime. Spencer’s initial assessment of his 
home was that it had an odd and quirky layout. Many original details had been removed dur-
ing previous renovations; the removal of the fireplace and chimney to add the second story 
is one example. And previous design decisions stripped much of the original character—but 
he recognized its potential.

What began as a primary bathroom remodel at the start of the Covid pandemic soon turned into much more once Spencer realized 
Covid would eliminate much of his business travel. With thoughtful design expertise and collaboration with a local designer, the 
initial primary bath remodel evolved into a multi-year renovation of the kitchen, dining and living areas, guest bedrooms, laundry 
area, and the upstairs living areas. Spencer has more updates planned; two downstairs bathrooms are crying out for makeovers.  
And landscape updates are ongoing. But he has thoroughly enjoyed bringing back much of the charm that was once lost. 

Home & Garden Tour cont.
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  2726 Country Club Lane | Home of Jason & Michelle Barsosky 

Jason and Michelle Barsosky relocated to Charlotte two and a half years ago after spending 
eight years living on Lake Norman. Drawn to the vibrant charm and convenience of Plaza 
Midwood, they chose to build their home here for easy access to I-77, making the commute 
to their wedding venue in Statesville seamless.

The moment they discovered the Frank Smith house design, they knew it was the perfect fit. 
Their home showcases a refined modern design, highlighted by crisp white brick and strik-
ing black-encased windows. Inside, ten-foot ceilings create an open, airy feel throughout, 
complemented by custom cabinetry and detailed moldings that add character and crafts-
manship to every space. A thoughtfully designed scullery provides both function and style, while top-of-the-line Wolf appliances 
elevate the kitchen, which—along with the scullery and bathrooms—feature elegant marble countertops.

One of the Barsosky’s favorite spaces in the home is the cozy movie room, complete with an attached Christmas wrapping closet—a 
unique and personal touch that blends comfort with practicality. Throughout the design process, one of the things they enjoyed 
most was selecting unique light fixtures, each chosen to add personality and create distinctive spaces. Their home continues to 
evolve.  The garage is currently being transformed into a game room overlooking the pool and hot tub, finished with a charming 
Juliet balcony, creating the perfect setting for relaxing and entertaining.

 1815 Belvedere Avenue | Home of John & Katie Alar

John and Katie met at Rhodes College in Memphis, with John originally from Atlanta and 
Katie from Baton Rouge. They both got jobs in Charlotte after graduating and have been 
here ever since. After spending several years living in a small bungalow in the Sunnyside 
section of Elizabeth, they bought a circa 1925 home on Belvedere.

Like many homes of that era, the upstairs had three bedrooms and one small bathroom. 
A renovation was definitely necessary; the scope of the project was primarily to build a 
second-floor addition that would create a primary suite and to renovate the once closed-
off kitchen into a more open, updated space. A last-minute addition was an outdoor porch 

and patio, so the family could enjoy the idyllic Plaza Midwood landscape almost year-round. Local builders, designers and a PM tile 
studio helped bring the plan to life. You’ll note that the Alars intentionally chose finishes to reflect and honor the home’s origin and 
century-old charm, also including some current-day amenities to add their own unique touch. It’s obvious they spent many hours 
agonizing over small details and finding appropriate finishes and materials through ”pre-loved” sources. Most importantly, John 
and Katie love the quiet streets, mature tree canopy and feel so lucky to have such great neighbors.

 1611 Central Avenue – Unit #402 | Home of Kristin Zupancic

Originally from Pittsburgh, Kristin moved to Detroit after college, where the city’s creativ-
ity and vibrant community deeply shaped her design aesthetic and love for vintage home 
goods. Detroit taught her that homes should feel collected, layered, and full of personality—
not just decorated. When work brought Kristin to Charlotte, Plaza Midwood immediately felt 
like home. Its eclectic charm, historic character, and abundance of vintage and secondhand 
shops felt both inspiring and familiar. She purchased her condo in 2013 and just one month 
after closing listed it on Airbnb. What began as a practical solution while she traveled fre-
quently for work quickly became something much more significant.

Hosting guests from around the world allows her to share not just a space, but an experience—a reflection of her long-standing 
love for hospitality. Years earlier, when asked what she hoped to be doing in retirement, her answer had been simple: running a Bed 
& Breakfast. In many ways, this condo quietly became the first chapter of that vision. Today, the space is furnished almost entirely 
with pieces she has collected from her life journey. Each room tells a story—blending quality craftsmanship with playful color, 
vintage finds, and meaningful details. She has loved creating a home that feels welcoming, personal, and a little unexpected, and 
continues to enjoy sharing her corner of Plaza Midwood with guests near and far.
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Plaza Midwood just got saucier.Plaza Midwood just got saucier.

SMOKIN’ 
& SERVIN’

SMOKIN’ 
& SERVIN’

@improperpig(704)790-7335www.theimproperpig.com

Order online, bring the ‘cue to you!Order online, bring the ‘cue to you!

BUDDHIST MONKS WALK THROUGH PLAZA MIDWOOD
by Melissa Schropp

The Buddhist Monks’ Walk for Peace from Fort Worth, TX to 
Washington DC, took them right through Plaza Midwood 

on the morning of January 15. I joined many other neighbors 
reverently gathered along Hawthorne Lane and The Plaza to 
watch them pass by. They acknowledged observers with warm 
smiles, giving and receiving flowers as they passed. 

Their 2,300 mile long trek to promote peace began on October 
26, 2025 and took them across 10 states, through all kinds of 
weather, and ended with their successful arrival in our capital 
on February 10, after walking for 120 days.

Along the way, they faced some challenges including an auto 
accident early on in their journey that injured two of the Monks. 
Their dog, Aloka, who was accompanying them also had to be 
treated for injuries sustained along the way—and after some 
time away to heal, was reunited with the monks in Charlotte, 
during their lunch stop at Sugaw Creek Park Recreation Center. 
I joined the crowd gathered at the Rec center, where the monks 
shared some wise and uplifting thoughts on finding peace 
within ourselves, and spreading it beyond to the larger world. 

Their journey was an inspiration to so many, and I am grateful 
to have been able to receive their message of peace. 

To learn more about the monks, visit dhammacetiya.com.
Photo by 

Mandy Bean
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Plaza Midwood’s home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

www.justinperrycounseling.com

(704) 908-4061
811 Central Avenue, Suite 1

Charlotte, NC  28204

PROMOTE HEALING. END STIGMA.
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LOVE WAS 
IN THE AIR
AT WINTER
           FLING
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~ Alisha Tomlinson ~
HEAVY PETTING PET CARE

heavypetting.net  •  704-651-9098
heavypettingpetcare@gmail.com

      @heavypettingpetsitting

Do you speak Cat?

(from the Comprehensive Unabridged Meowrihamb Blepster’s Dictionary of Hambspeak (2020 Edition), aka “the Chonktionary”)

Your neighborhood cat lady since 1993.

(from the Comprehensive Unabridged Meowrihamb Blepster’s Dictionary of Hambspeak

Cat?

heavypettingpetcare@gmail.com

Your neighborhood cat lady

Kitty Glitter n. the inescapable peppering of cat 
fur on clothing and furniture

Land Orca n. a chonky tuxedo cat; also: � oorca
Lewd adj. brazen display of a cat’s norty bits for 
all the world to see

Loaf v/n. when a cat sits with all paws tucked un-
der, resembling a loaf of bread; also: lazy chonk

Low Rider n. cat with short legs and/or belly that 
hangs down close to the ground

Make Biscuits v. to knead on an item or person
Merp v. to make a sudden vocalization expressing 
surprise or alarm, as when disturbed from slum-
ber; also: brrrp, bwurr, murph

Nip Nops n. nipples; hated by the Zuck; e.g. 
“there better not be any heckin nip nops in here”

The recent installation of the sculpture in mid-March marked 
the project’s completion. To celebrate, neighbors were treated 
to a free event with ArtWalksCLT, led by Ella and public artist, 
Bree Stallings. Both artists shared more about the role of public 
art in our community and treated participants to glimpses into 
their creative, behind the scenes processes.

We are so grateful to Ella for brightening our community with 
her magic and to the Charlotte Urban Design Center whose 
funding made it possible.

Art Installation continued from cover
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Plaza Midwood’s Trusted Real Estate Guide

Scott Hartis Broker/Realtor® NC & SC | (704) 756-7862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com 

Curious about what your home could 
sell for in today’s market? Contact Scott 
today at 704-756-7862, or download  
the Perfect Transition Process. 

BEING IN PLAZA MIDWOOD REAL ESTATE  FOR OVER 
22 YEARS CHANGES HOW YOU APPROACH SELLING 
A HOUSE... THE PERFECT TRANSITION PROCESS:

A PLAZA 
MIDWOOD NATIVE

SHOWCASES YOUR HOME’S STORY 
WITH STUNNING VIDEO

•

CAPTURES EVERY DETAIL 
WITH PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

•

CREATES IMMERSIVE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS 
& DETAILED FLOOR PLANS

•

BUILDS CUSTOM WEB INFO PAGES 
TO REACH MORE BUYERS

•
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Plaza Midwood Community Garden Update

A GARDEN TO EXPERIENCE
by Christine Sheil

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the 
third Saturday of each month from 9:00 am to noon. Many 
hands make light work! Children and youth are welcome!

Sensory gardens are an invitation to stop and ex-
perience plants with all our senses. When we cre-

ate spaces that beckon us to pause and observe and 
engage with the world around us, we create spaces 
where we learn to appreciate the natural world and the 
present moment. And any outdoor space can become 
a sensory garden: by simply incorporating a plant or 
accessory or two that speak to each sense, we can up-
grade an everyday space into a sensory-rich one.

Incorporate the sense of sight with color and texture: color-
ful garden art, the spiky spheres of buttonbush blossoms, the 
large yellow spheres of sunflower, tall ruffles of bearded iris.

Pay attention to fragrance: the floral scent of lavender, the fresh 
wake-you-up scent of mountain mint, the calming citrus scent 
of lemon balm, the heady fragrance of gardenia. Place these 
plants near paths or seating areas, where people will brush up 
against them.

Integrate sound into your space: A water feature cre-
ates ambient noise; a wind chime connects us to the 
strength of the breeze; songbirds lift the spirits; grasses 
swish in the wind.

Add in plants and materials that beg you to reach out 
and touch them: the soft, velvety leaves of lamb’s ear, 
the prickly center of coneflower, the delicate feathery 
leaves of yarrow, the dense cushiony flowers of cocks-
comb. Clustering these types of plants add to the sen-
sory experience.

Herbs, fruits and edible flowers will encourage many returns to 
the garden: sweet figs or strawberries, fresh peppermint leaves, 
tart blackberries, juicy cherry tomatoes, the cucumber-y taste of 
borage. However, keep in mind to clearly mark edible plants and 
keep toxic plants far from them.

Photos by Lila Bui

Gary poses with his Scavenger 
Hunt prize

PM’S QUARTERLY SCAVENGER HUNT
by Erin Steele

Winter Quarterly Scavenger Hunt Winner: Con-
gratulations to Gary Mathis for braving the ele-
ments and winning our Winter Scavenger Hunt!

The treasure was hidden at 12 N on Monday, Jan-
uary 26 — right as the season’s first ice and snow 
storm rolled in. Despite the frosty conditions, 
Gary tracked it down in less than two hours. The 
winning prize was tucked beneath a bench on 
Jordan Alley, proving that a little winter weather 
can’t slow down a determined neighbor.

Think you’re ready for the next challenge? Our 
Spring Quarterly Scavenger Hunt clue drops 
Monday, April 20 on our social media channels. 
For those who like an edge, attend the All Neigh-
bors Quarterly Meeting on Wednesday, April 22 
at 6:30 pm at The VanLandingham to receive an 
extra clue.
Fair warning: we aren’t going easy on the next 
one! Each hunt winner receives a $100 gift card 
to a local business—so start sharpening those 
sleuthing skills now.
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LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
from Kathie McKinney

FOR FAMILIES
Storytime:  Every Tuesday and Wednesday at 10:30 am  
(no storytime first week of June)

LEGO Club:  Wednesdays from 3:30 – 5 pm

STEM Club:  Every third Wednesday from 4:30 – 5 pm

Drop-In Art:  April 29: 12 – 7 pm; May 14:  10 – 7 pm;  
May 29:  10 – 4 pm

Summer Reading:  Starts June 1!

FOR ADULTS
Book Sale:  Saturday, April 18 from 9 am – 1 pm

Poetry Writing Workshop:  Saturday April 25 from 1 – 2 pm

Drop-In Poetry Activities: Saturday, April 25 from 2 – 4 pm 
(all ages)

SMART Recovery Family and Friends:  Mondays at 6 pm

Drop –In Job Help:  Tuesdays from 2 – 4 pm

Drop-In Tech Help:  Thursdays from 2 – 4 pm

Summer Charms Arts Workshop:  Tuesday, June 9 from  
6 – 7:30 pm

Mindful Journaling: First Wednesday of every month at  
6 pm, first Thursday at 11 am

Main Pages Book Club:  Second Wednesday at 5:30 pm

Writing Critique Group:  Second Saturdays at 11 am

Visit cmlibrary.org to see all events.

CHECK US OUT ON

 INSTAGRAM: 
 INSTAGRAM.COM/ 
PLAZAMIDWOOD

PMNA  
QUARTERLY MEETING

Wednesday, April 22  
at The VanLandingham Estate

•  6:30 - 7 pm: Pre-meeting Mixer   |   •  7 - 8 pm: Meeting 

Join us to learn about what’s happening in our wonderful 
Plaza Midwood neighborhood and connect with PMNA 
board members, neighbors and leaders in our community.

Updates and Presentations:
•	 PM’s district councilwoman Dante Anderson will be 

joining us.  
•	 We’ll hear key details about the upcoming Home & 

Garden Tour and Midwood Maynia.
•	 Regular updates: CMPD, City Council, County Commis-

sion, Merchants Association and Land Use Committee

ARTS+ SPRING OFFERINGS
from Stephanie McKinley

Arts+ is so excited for another robust season of music and 
visual art programming at the Arts+ Community Campus 

including:

•	 Discovering Together:  Sing Play Move to experience 
the joy of music with your youngest learners.

•	 Kids Night Out programs for your grade school-aged 
kids to enjoy fun evenings of music and art.

•	 IDK Workshops for adults to learn a new skill.

ARTS+ SPECIAL:  We’ll be a part of the Plaza 
Midwood Home and Garden Tour this May!  We 
will host two mini day camp sessions on Satur-
day, May 2 for ages 4 to 11. See page 8 for more 
details.

Check out these upcoming programs; you won’t want to 
miss the fun. All of these sessions will take place at the Arts+ 
Community Campus in Plaza Midwood, 2304 The Plaza.

•	 Spring Break Camp:  April 7 – 10.  9 am – 4 pm.  For 
grades K – 5.  $285.

•	 Kids Night Out:  Music and Art. Saturday, April 18 and 
Saturday, May 9.  5:30 – 8:30 pm. Ages 4 -- 11.  $50.

•	 Sing Play Move:  Bloom and Groove. Sunday, April 26. 
3 – 3:45 pm.  Ages 1 –3. $25.

•	 Violin 101:  Saturdays, Apr 18 – May 2.  10 – 11 am.  Age 
18+.   $75.

•	 IDK Lumen Prints:  Saturday, May 9.  1 – 4 pm. 18+.  $75.
Learn more about Arts+ and these programs at artsplus.org. 
All of the above activities can be found under the programs 
and group classes tabs.
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*Remodeling                *Renovations          *ADU’s (Inlaw Suites) 
*New Construction           *Bathrooms & Kitchens

L&L Construction & Remodeling 
Your Home Remodeling Specialists 

980-305-2166        LLConstructionLLC.com

Caption

Honoring Charlotte’s Urban Forest

THE CROWN TREE AWARDS
from Elliott Vorheis

Trees are central to Charlotte’s identity—shaping neighbor-
hoods, supporting wildlife, and enriching daily life in visible 

and subtle ways. 

The Charlotte Crown Tree Awards, administered by the City 
of Charlotte’s Community Tree Canopy Preservation Division 
and the Charlotte Tree Advisory Commission (CTAC), celebrate 
these contributions and honor the people, organizations, and 
stories that protect the city’s urban forest.

A defining feature of the Crown Tree Awards is their emphasis 
on community connection and storytelling. Trees are recog-
nized not only as environmental assets but as living landmarks 
tied to memory, identity, and neighborhood character. Recent 
recipients illustrate how deeply trees are woven into Charlotte’s 
cultural and ecological fabric.

One standout recognition is the Mayor’s Tree of the Year, award-
ed to a beloved cherry blossom in Barclay Downs known as The 
Spring Tree. Planted as a mature tree in 1958, it has become a 
seasonal focal point and a reminder of how thoughtful planting 
decisions can resonate across generations.

The Spirit of the Tree Award honors personal relationships be-
tween residents and their trees. Recipients include a Shumard 
Oak celebrated for its expansive shade and its certified wildlife 
habitat; a Willow Oak preserved through persistent neighbor-
hood advocacy leading to a redesigned development; and 
corporate honorees Classica Homes and Marsh Properties for 
safeguarding mature trees.

Residents and organizations are encouraged to submit nomi-
nations that celebrate the people and stories shaping Char-
lotte’s urban forest and strengthening the city’s commitment 
to a greener future.

Plaza Midwood is well known for its outstanding lush tree 
canopy.  If you have or know of an award-worthy tree, please 
consider submitting a nomination.

Nomination Details: 

•	 Nominations must be submitted to  
CTCP@charlottenc.gov. 

•	 Please include a photograph of the  
tree with your submission.

•	 The deadline for nominations is April 30, 2026. 

•	 Award Categories include: Mayor’s Tree of the Year, Spirit 
of the Tree, Corporate Friend of the Urban Forest, and the 
Proud Partner of the Canopy.
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ECO NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP ~ NEST
by Chris Lakin and June Blotnick

LOOK WHO’S TWO!
It’s hard to believe how far NEST has come since 
our first meeting in March 2024. We now have 100 
members and have woven into the fabric of Plaza 
Midwood providing education, outreach, commu-
nity-building and shaping our neighborhood into 
an eco prototype for Charlotte. Thanks to all who 
shared in the success of our first major project—food 
waste diversion (more below). And there is much more 
we want to accomplish in the months and years ahead. To join 
NEST or learn more about us, contact Chris Lakin: clakin01@
gmail.com Follow us now on Facebook and Instagram!

GLEE CLUB NEWS: 
Spring has sprung and GLEE is planning its Annual Garden Visit 
to one of our neighbor’s yards to highlight resilient, sustainable 
landscaping guided by earth-friendly ecological principles. We 
can all learn from each other. Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
April 25 from noon until 2 pm. Look for more details in the 
PMNA April eNews.

GLEE launched its inaugural 6-session GROW class—Gardeners 
Restoring Our World, in February. Resident expert Don Boekel-
heide led twenty residents in an exploration of a different ap-
proach to gardening that puts ecology first. Our starting point 
was Plaza Midwood’s environment… with our assets—tall 
oaks, a mosaic of beautiful individual yards, and our challenges 
gardening in an urban setting. We learned about how even 
small gardens can make a big difference for a healthy environ-
ment if we change some of our habits. Everyone is working on 
a project to make their landscape more sustainable, based on 
personal choices and preferences.

PLAZA MIDWOOD COMPOSTS:
Our food waste diversion program is roll-
ing on after a super-successful six-month 
pilot program that saw us grow to 160 
participating households and keep more 
than 10 tons of food out of the landfill, 
thus reducing methane emissions by al-
most a ton—the equivalent of 21,000 car 
miles! Please join us in 2026 as we work to 
improve and expand the program. It’s easy and free!

QR code for  
Waste Sign-up

For those who are new to NEST, here’s a guide to the acronyms:
NEST - Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship Team
NEST’s GLEE Club (Gardening, Landscaping, Ecology,  
Environment)

NEW TEAM: ENERGY EFFICIENCY  
AND RENEWABLE ENERGY

NEST is now forming its third team which focuses 
on energy efficiency and renewable energy. Mem-
bers will work on developing a knowledge base and 
sharing it through education and events for all Plaza 

Midwood residents. Contact Nan Byars at nanbyars@
yahoo.com if you’d like to help launch this new NEST 

team.

MIDWOOD MAYNIA
Don’t forget to look for us at Midwood Maynia. We’ll have a 
table near the playground with nature games and information 
about all things recycling. Kids will also enjoy making “seed 
balls” in the community garden. They can be thrown into va-
cant lots and over fences—or even in your own yard to pro-
mote beautiful “wildflowers”.

NEST meets the second Wednesday of every other month at 
7:00 pm. We now have a new meeting venue: the Innovation 
Barn, 932 Seigle Ave (in the nearby Belmont neighborhood). 
Our next meeting is May 13th.

Tips of the Quarter: Plastic film can now be taken to any of 
the Mecklenburg County full-service Recycling centers. See the 
graphic below for the most common types that are accepted.

Contact Chris Lakin (clakin01@gmail.com) with any questions 
about NEST or to get added to our email list, or Nan Byars 
(nanbyars@yahoo.com) for information about GLEE Club.
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MIDWOOD MARKET
By Tanya Wilson

Plaza Midwood has always been defined by its creative pulse 
and its “support local” grit.  What better way to do so than 

the launch of new kind of vendor market designed to celebrate 
that spirit.

Instead of the traditional outdoor market, brick and mortar 
businesses are teaming up with vendors whose aesthetic and 
product line complement one another, welcoming them into 
their spaces.

These collaborations provide unique and exciting buying op-
portunities for Midwood residents and visitors alike.

Be sure and make these markets part of your buying strategy; 
put the following dates on your calendar.

Midwood Market dates for the year are:

•   June 14	 •   September 13		  •   December 6

PM RECOGNIZES  
MIDWOOD MILE WINNERS

Family Mile 
Age 5:  Durham Dove
Age 6:  Beckett Harrison
Age 7:  Harrison Allensworth
Age 8:  Grant Allensworth
Age 9:  Brock Tallent
Age 10:  Evan Devarakonda
Age 11:  Andrew Joseph
Age 12:  Logan Mitchell

PMNA and The Spirit 
want to give a huge 

shout-out to the fol-
lowing winners of PM’s 
Midwood Mile Sprint 
Race last September. 

Listed below are the 
fleet of foot:

Overall Women’s Mile  
1st Place:  Lauren Strothers
2nd Place:  Evesmin Yunus
3rd Place:  Marisa Brown

Overall Men’s Mile  
1st Place:  Bruce Wayne
2nd Place:  Jason Rome
3rd Place:  Tyler Glenn

THINK GLOBALLY, 
SPEND LOCALLY.

PLEASE SUPPORT PM BUSINESSES
& ADVERTISERS!
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INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING? This magazine reaches approxi-
mately 3,000 households whose residents prefer to shop, dine in and 
support Plaza Midwood businesses. The Spirit is published quarterly 
in January, April, July and October. Advertising deadlines are listed 
on page 3.

Full Page (7”w x 8.75”h) One time.............................................. $900.00 
    Annual Contract (4 issues).......................................................$3240.00
Half Page (7”w x 4.375”h OR 3.375”w x 8.75”h) One time............. $480.00 
    Annual Contract......................................................................$1730.00
Quarter Page (3.375”w x 4.375”h)............................................. $250.00 
    Annual Contract........................................................................ $910.00
Business Card (3.375”w x 1.85”h).............................................. $100.00 
   Annual Contract......................................................................... $360.00
10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), unless a premium placement. 
Additional 10% for PMM member businesses on first-time ads only.  
Requested premium placement (inside front cover, center spread, inside 
back cover, and back cover) may not be available.A
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TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by Apr 12, 2026

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.

704.837.8480 P pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

P
Now Offering 

Implant Placement 
In-Offi ce

Conveniently Located, 
Across Central Ave. 
from Harris Teeter

P

Extended Morning, 
Evening and Friday 

Hours Now Available

P

1308-F 

Implant Placement 

com
, NC 28205

Extended Morning, 
Evening and Friday 

Hours Now Available

Michael C. Farmer, 
DMD, FICD, PA

LaShawn Hart,
DDS

Introducing Dr. LaShawn Hart! 
With a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from UNC Chapel Hill, 
Dr. Hart brings strong skills and expertise to our practice and is 
passionate about giving the best care for her patients. She looks 

forward to meeting you and caring for your dental needs!


