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2025
QUARTERLY
MEETINGS: 
January 22

April 23
July 23

October 22
Save the Dates!

 
6:30 pm

at 
 The VanLandingham Estate 

Can’t make a meeting?  
Stay informed:

•	 Sign up for e-newsletter  
at plazamidwood.org

•	 Facebook.com/PlazaMidwood
•	 Instagram.com/ 

plaza_midwood

Spring 2025
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Apr 23
PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING

6:30 pm
VanLandingham Estate

See pg 5

SpiritThe

May 17
MIDWOOD MAYNIA FESTIVAL

11 am - 6 pm
Midwood Park 

See pg 6

May 2 & 3
HOME & GARDEN TOUR

Fri. 6 -8 pm 
Sat. 10 am - 4 pm

See pg 16

INSIDE
JUMP Transit, pg 9

Winter Fling Photos, pg 10

NEST Updates, pg 13

Upcoming ARTS+ Classes, pg 14

…and Much More!

Home Tour details continue on pg. 16

Friday, May 2 from 6 – 8 pm  |  Saturday, May 3 from 10 am – 4 pm
Title Sponsor

Scott Hartis of Hartis Property Experts at eXp Realty

Plaza Midwood is once again buzzing with excitement as we gear up for the always highly antici-
pated annual Home and Garden Tour! Following another unprecedented sellout success—in the 

pouring rain no less, we’re anticipating another fabulous event.

This year’s tour promises a unique selection of properties, 
from two historic circa-1920 Plaza Midwood originals, 
to a delightful transformation of an 1100 square foot 
rental into a sensitively reimagined two-story forev-
er home for a young family, and even an ADU that 
is a thoughtful reflection of its 1932 Craftsman-
style main cottage. You’ll also tour two local arts 
businesses.

As in previous years, several tour locations will 
tempt your taste buds with delectable food and 
drink samples from our generous local businesses. 
Plus, Charlotte Joy Rides will be offering electric bi-
cycles for touring on a first come, first served basis—
available at The Vine Church.

We extend our gratitude to our title sponsor Scott Hartis, 
whose steadfast support has been instrumental in making this 
event possible. Turn to page 16 for ticket information and featured property descriptions/photos.

NEW FOR 2025: Fun Childcare Options for Busy Parents
Two of our favorite area arts organizations will be offering fun activities for your littles during the tour. 
Park Ballet will provide dance fun on Friday evening and Arts+ will hold two mini daycamp sessions 
on Saturday.

PLAZA MIDWOOD 2025 
HOME && GARDEN TOUR

•    Park Ballet: 1708 E 35th 
Street. 704.608.3288. 
Ages 5 - 12,  $45.  
Dance party, arts and 
crafts, games, and a 

“mini home tour” for “mini 
adults.” Scan QR code for Registration link.

•	 Arts+: 2304 The Plaza. Ages 
4 - 10, $45 per session. Two 
sessions offered: 9 am - 12 pm 
and 1 - 4 pm. Scan QR code 
for Registration link.

	 Note: You may sign up for both Arts+ sessions, but kids 
would need to be picked up at noon and then dropped 
off again at 1 pm.

May 16
MOVIE IN THE PARK
A Bug’s Life – 8:30 pm

Midwood Park 
See pg 19 for full schedule
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Looking to sell or buy? Contact Ken to begin your journey in real estate excellence.

917.301.9511  |   KEN.RIEL@COMPASS.COM  |   KENRIEL .COM 
4525 Sharon Rd, 3rd Floor, Charlotte, NC 28211

Single family homes sold 1/1/24 - 12/31/24. Ken Riel is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws.
All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.this is not intended as a solicitation.

Make Your Spring Move with 
Plaza Midwood’s Top Agent
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
from Tanya Wilson

Hello everyone … 2025 is off and running!  
I can’t believe that we are already send-

ing out our Spring Spirit. I don’t know about 
you, but I certainly have spring fever. It’s been 
so beautiful outside with just a little bit of chill 
and of course a hint of warm weather. North 
Carolina weather is very confused this time 
of year. It’s such a tease! I’m really looking for-
ward to warm sunny days. Although I must 
say this winter has been a fun time! The board 

has been planning and setting budgets and getting ready for all of the events that bring 
us together as a community during the next twelve months. 

Winter Fling was our kick off to all of the merriment happening in 2025. It was a blast! 
It was so amazing to see so many neighbors dressed up and having a great time. The 
picture above is me and Lindsay McCleary, who will be the President of PMNA next year, 
at Winter Fling. Yes, we ARE that much fun! She’s amazing! I’ve loved getting to know her 
and all of the board members. It’s one of the many perks of being on the board. And hon-
estly, the best benefit of being on the board… I’ll say it 100 times over, “Get to know your 
neighbors. Get involved in the neighborhood, and enjoy what makes Plaza Midwood 
such a special place to live.”

Spring is my favorite time of year. Everyone starts coming out of their homes… it’s like 
hibernation ends. There are people walking their dogs and socializing; birds are singing 
and everything is blooming. It’s just an exceptional time of year. We are lucky to live in a 
community where you can take one step out of your house and take all of that in. 

This is also the time of year where my favorite events take place. The Easter Egg Hunt is 
just super cute with the kids running around the park trying to collect the eggs (some 
faster than others)—and don’t forget the Easter Bunny. Home Tour is the best! Nobody 
does a home tour like PM. I don’t know about you, but I really enjoy seeing the inside of 
people‘s beautiful homes. This just gives me permission to look until my heart’s content. 
And then Maynia in the park actually is my favorite; I’m a little bit biased because I was 
previously the Maynia chair for several years. At this free event there is literally something 
for everyone. 

And if you haven’t heard, Parks and Rec is doing some really nice upgrades in our park. I’m 
really excited to see these all come together and give our park a needed facelift. But it will 
take time for a new shelter and some new bathrooms. We ask for your patience through 
the renovations. I know it’s going be well worth it when it’s complete.  

Happy Spring!

Tanya S

PMNA President Tanya Wilson, right, at Winter Fling.

Spirit Staff
Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager: 
Kristin Butz

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Contributors:
Jennifer Baer
Mandy Bean
June Blotnick
Kristin Butz
Julie Cher
Chad Gambrell
Jenny Greenspon
Joey Guy
Pastor Emily Hartner 
Negar Iskra
Pastor Tosh Jenkins
Chris Lakin
Pastor John Maiden
Stephanie McKinley
Kathie McKinney
Justin Nevill
Bernie Petit
Lisa Swayne Proud
Christine Shiel
Jim Truchon
Tanya Wilson
Home Tour:
Wes & Karen Beadle
Charles & Kathy Kinsey
Lake & Morgan Carter
Mary Hamby & team
Robbie & Heather Hodge
Jay Hreiz & Mike Crisp
David Marotta & Candice Langston
Stephanie McKinley
Debbie Poss
Talla Rittenhouse
Tom & Kaitlin Wiese

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to 
Kristin Butz at  
kristin.k.butz@gmail.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines
The Spirit magazine is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the  
deadline. Copy received after the dead-
line date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2025/26:

SUMMER ‘25 issue.............Jun. 5, 2025 

FALL ‘25 issue......................Sep. 5, 2025 

WINTER ‘26 issue...............Dec. 5, 2025 

SPRING ‘26 issue................Mar. 5, 2026 

JOIN OR RENEW  
YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND

SUPPORT PMNA!
PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG 
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  2025 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) BOARD ROSTER:

Tanya Wilson, President & Easter Egg Hunt 
Club Road 
704-957-0610 
Tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Lindsay McCleary, Vice President  
Tippah Avenue 
724-456-9638 
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com

Kevin Bohrer, Treasurer 
Belvedere Ave 
225-773-0540 
kevin.bohrer@us.gt.com

Rob Phocas, Secretary & Midwood Park 
Kensington Drive 
704-785-1515 
robphocas@gmail.com

Louise Hindal Acer, Midwood Mile Sprint, 
Land Use & Social 
Landis Avenue 
413-822-7732 
louise@louiseacer.com

Megan Annitto, Home Tour & Midwood 
Gives Back 
Fulton Ave 
732-859-6450 
annitto@yahoo.com

Mandy Bean, Schools & Midwood  
Gives Back 
Masonic Drive 
704-302-6702 
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mark Blythe, Home Tour 
The Plaza 
704-807-5288  
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Renee Dial, Winter Fling &  
Marathon Party 
The Plaza 
704-582-3823 
rdial79@gmail.com

Kristen Dyer, Winter Fling 
Ashland Avenue 
704-654-7555 
k10dyer@gmail.com

Chad Gambrell, Movies in the Park  
& Fall Crawl 
Belle Terre Avenue 
336-269-1380 
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Rusty Gibbs, Fall Crawl & Transportation 
Virginia Avenue 
704-345-8209  
rusty@thenicholscompany.com

Joey Guy, Dog Stations & Membership 
Winter Street 
336-963-2656 
joeyguy21@gmail.com

Robbie Hodge, eNewsletter 
3020 Simpson Drive 
me@robbiehodge.com

Negar Iskra, Winter Fling & Schools 
Sprague Avenue 
925-785-5517 
negariskra@gmail.com

Adam Lane, Midwood Maynia,  
Community Garden & Land Use  
Masonic Drive 
704-402-0400  
lane.benton@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile  
& Trashy Tuesdays 
The Plaza 
704-607-2049 
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Bernie Petit, Midwood Maynia,  
Midwood Mile Sprint & The Spirit  
Attaberry Drive 
704-813-5315  
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Erin Steele, Easter Egg Hunt, Social Media 
& Web Administration 
Tippah Avenue 
704-458-8197 
erincsteele@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance 
Ashland Avenue 
706-338-8558 
kgsweat@gmail.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio,  
The Spirit Editor 
704-619-1355 
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio,  
Yard of the Month 
Tippah Avenue 
704-361-7772 
urobitsch@gmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!  
Our PMNA board of directors is passionate 
about keeping PM one of the best 
communities in Charlotte. We can use YOUR 
participation! If you are interested, please 
reach out to one of your current board 
members or go to plazamidwood.org for 
more information.

Keep Our Neighborhood Thriving—Join or Renew Today!

Your $25 PMNA membership supports the events, green
spaces, and community initiatives that make Plaza
Midwood a great place to live.

Scan the QR code to renew or 
join now at PlazaMidwood.org!

Love Living in Plaza Midwood?
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

It’s spring in Plaza Midwood and that means it’s time for our 
favorite celebrations in the hood and the park. This issue is 

full of information, pictures and details about our treasured  
May events—the Plaza Midwood Home & Garden Tour and 
Midwood Maynia.  

The Tour runs Friday and Saturday, May 2 and 3. Look for home 
descriptions and other specifics on page 16. And Maynia is the 
third weekend, Saturday, May 17. Get all the details about the 
pet parade, food, great music, and fun on page 6. Put both 
events on your calendars and help us all celebrate 31 years of 
May-hem. The Tour and Maynia committees continue to outdo 
themselves year to year. And this one is no different!

There’s so much more in this issue... learn how to access the PM Li-
brary while it’s closed for renovations, page 12; find out how NEST 
is working to bring food waste recycling to PM, page 13; plan for 
the free shredding event at The Vine in April, below.  Check out 
JUMP neighborhood rideshare for the newest point-to-point 
transportation option, page 9; and find out about several new 
businesses planning spring and summer openings, page 23.

As I always say, please take a moment to thank your PM board 
members and volunteers when you go to the Home Tour and 
Midwood Maynia.  These folks work tirelessly—and that is not 
hyperbole—to produce these fabulous events for neighbors 
and guests. Plaza Midwood is the best—it’s that simple! 

My Best, Terri

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
2025 HAPPENINGS

Save the dates for these upcoming PMNA events 

Be sure and check out all monthly eNewsletters in addition 
to 2025 Spirit quarterly newsletters, PM’s website and all  
social media for updates and additions to this list. Dates 
are subject to change.

	 April 23: 	 All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting

	 May 2-3: 	 Home & Garden Tour*

	 May 16:	 Movie in the Park: A Bug’s Life

	 May 17: 	 Pet Parade & Midwood Maynia

	 June 13:	 Movie in the Park: Despicable Me

	 July 23: 	 All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting

	 August 15:	 Movie in the Park: Wicked

	 September: 	 Midwood Gives Back

	September 27: 	 Midwood Mile Sprint Race*

	 October 17:	 Movie in the Park: The Addams Family

	 October 22: 	 All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting

	 October 25: 	 Costume Parade & Fall Crawl

	November 15: 	 Marathon Party
*Ticketed event. All others are free!

You may also be interested in these regularly scheduled 
Monthly Activities:

Third Tuesdays: Midwood Mile Trashy Tuesdays

Third Wednesdays: Land Use Meeting

Third Saturdays: Community Garden Workday
VALVOLINE UPDATE

from Lisa Swayne Proud

Thank you to everyone who signed PMNA’s petition against 
the Valvoline oil change business at 3018 The Plaza—we re-

ceived over 1,000 signatures and caught the attention of WBTV. 
In February, WBTV News reporter Jason Puckett broadcast a 
story about our pushback.

Although we continue to have grave concerns regarding the 
project’s impact on our community, it is still moving forward.  
However, there have been some improvements to the project.  

Per CDOT, they “worked with the development team to disal-
low direct access to The Plaza as well as limit access to Mathe-
son to right-out only with a reduced driveway width. With this 
design we hope to limit conflicts with pedestrians and bicycles 
as well as reduce speeds on the driveway stem as site traffic 
enters the public roadway system.”

Even with these changes, PMNA and neighbors are still con-
cerned about safety. We have requested historical crash data 
for this intersection to determine whether any action can be 
taken in that regard. We will continue to work on the neighbor-
hood’s behalf to mitigate impact to the area.

PMNA  
QUARTERLY MEETING

Wednesday, April 23  
at The VanLandingham Estate

•  6:30 - 7 pm: Pre-meeting Mixer   |   •  7 - 8 pm: Meeting 

Join us at the spring quarterly meeting to hear updates on 
key neighborhood projects and initiatives! Connect with 
your PMNA board members, neighbors, and special guests 
as we discuss what’s happening in our community.

Agenda Highlights:

Updates from CMPD and NEST, as well as key details about 
community events this spring

Mark your calendar—we can’t wait to see you there! 
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MIDWOOD MAYNIA 2025
   SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

from Event Chair Bernie Petit

Midwood Maynia is Plaza Midwood’s official event to welcome warmer weath-
er, the blossoms of spring and the beginning of the outdoor festival season—

with live music, food, local beer and wine, a pet parade, great local merchants and 
fun activities for the kids.

The spring festival is free to all, so we welcome you to join friends, family, neighbors, 
artisans and many of our local businesses in beautiful Midwood Park for the annual 
event. Midwood Maynia takes place the THIRD weekend in May, and is on Saturday, 
May 17 this year!

•	 Start at  
The Vine  
Methodist 
Church  
(2101 Belvedere 
Avenue)

•	 Left on  
Belvedere

•	 Cross Midwood 
Place

•	 Down Ashland 
Ave.

•	 Left on Kensing-
ton Ave.

•	 Left on Winter St.

•	 Left on  
Wilhelmina

•	 Finish in  
Midwood Park
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       Parade Route

Our Event Sponsors:
Thank you to our incredible sponsors who make this treasured 
festival possible:

TITLE Sponsor: Platinum Sponsors: 

Gold Sponsor: Bretz Law

Silver Sponsors: CANINE PawRTNERS Dog Training and  
Renewal by Andersen of the Carolinas

Saturday, May 17   |   10:15 am – 6:30 pm

MIDWOOD MAYNIA PET PARADE

•	 10:30 am: Gather on the front lawn of The Vine for the 
blessing of the pets .

•	 10:45 am: Parade starts with Grand Marshal Jeff King. All 
pets and their humans are eligible. Pet costumes are not 
required, but enjoyed. No registration fee. If you prefer not 
to parade, you can set up a cheer station along the route!

FUN IN THE PARK: Food, cold beverages, lots to do and great 
music. 11:30 am - 6:30 pm.

KIDSWOOD IN THE PARK: Kid-oriented fun! 11:15 am-2:30 pm

•	 Story Time with the library, 11:15 am.

•	 Bounce house and slides – so much more!

POLLINATOR FUN IN THE GARDEN FOR BIRDS, BEES & BUT-
TERFLIES: A joint activity sponsored by the Community Garden 
group and NEST, you can bring the family to make pollinator-
friendly seed bombs and build a collaborative community bee 
hotel for the garden.

  MAYNIA MUSIC

•	 Noon: Alice Guy-Blaché – 
Alice is 9’ tall puppet mascot for VisArt video. Made in honor 
of one of the first female film directors from the early days 
of silent movies, she will be coming to life on the Midwood 
stage. Bring the kids for this special debut performance.

•	 1:30 pm: Lisa De Novo – Alternative pop/rock singer-song-
writer.

•	 3 pm: Lovell Bradford Trio – Adjunct jazz piano instructor 
at Davidson College, Bradford is a legendary pianist sur-
rounded by pros and students alike.

•	 4:30 pm: Eternally Grateful – A high energy group that 
pushes the limits of the psychedelic rock/jam genre.

•	 6 pm: Charlez360 Trio – Young energetic saxophonist, 
singer and songwriter, originally from Berlin. His musical 
styles range from pop and hip-hop to jazz, acoustic and R&B.

FOOD TRUCKS
•	 Carolina Smash Truck
•	 Don’s Jamaican Kitchen

•	 Wolfman Pizza
•	 King of Pops

BEER AND WINE
•	 Birdsong •	 The Bohemian
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MARKETING & LEARNING SOLUTIONS FOR A CHANGING WORLD.

AMPLIFY YOUR VOICE. 
CULTIVATE GROWTH.

Based in Plaza Midwood, AC Creative Collective
founders Amoura and Avery Carter, known as AC², 
are passionate about turning your creative ideas into
impactful strategies.

Visit ACCreativeCollective.com to learn more and book a consultation!

@ac_creative_collective

“AC Creative Collective has helped enhance many of NWC’s processes including
our weekly podcast, newsletters, and social media marketing. 

They have been instrumental in streamlining our qualitative research process.”
~ Dr. Nika White, Nika White Consulting

Marketing Services & Strategy
Social media management
Copywriting / Press releases
Graphic design / Podcast
production

Learning & Development
Strategic off-sites
Strategic Planning
Professional Development &
Coaching.

Amoura Carter, CEO 
amoura@accreativecollective.com

Avery Carter, Creative Director 
avery@accreativecollective.com
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CHARLOTTE’S EXPANDING BICYCLE NETWORK
A Path to Easier, Healthier Travel
from Lauren Sawyers of Sustain Charlotte

Did you make a New Year’s resolution to be more active? 
Or decide now that the weather is nicer, you want to 

get outside more? Why not consider incorporating bicycling 
into your daily routine? 

Charlotte is pedaling forward with its growing bicycle net-
work, making it easier than ever to navigate the Queen 
City—to work, school and other daily destinations—on two 
wheels. Over the past few years, the city has invested in ex-
panding bike lanes, greenways, and shared-use paths to cre-
ate a safer, more connected network for cyclists.

The benefits go far beyond convenience. A robust cycling 
infrastructure supports healthier lifestyles, reduces traffic 
congestion, and promotes eco-friendly transportation. For 
residents and visitors, the growing network offers an oppor-
tunity to explore Charlotte in a more active and sustainable 
way.

How to find and navigate bicycle lanes and greenways in 
Charlotte

Whether you’re commuting, exercising, or simply enjoying 
the outdoors, here’s how to locate and navigate these bike-
friendly routes.

1. Find the right route

The Charlotte Department of Transportation (CDOT) offers 
an interactive Charlotte Bike Map online, highlighting bike 
lanes, shared-use paths, and greenways across the city. 

Apps like Google Maps and Strava also include cycling-spe-
cific directions, making it easy to plan a safe and efficient 
route. Popular greenways like the Little Sugar Creek Green-
way and the Cross Charlotte Trail (XCLT) offer scenic paths 
that connect parks, neighborhoods, and key destinations.

2. Understand lane types

Charlotte features various cycling infrastructure, including:
•	 Dedicated Bike Lanes: Painted lanes for cyclists, typically 

on busy streets.
•	 Protected Bike Lanes: Physically separated from car traf-

fic for added safety.
•	 Shared-Use Paths: Wide paths for pedestrians and 

cyclists, often along greenways.
Look for signs, pavement markings, and maps along your 
route to identify these lanes.

3. Stay safe and follow rules

Always wear a helmet, use lights at night, and follow traffic 
laws. Be mindful of pedestrians on shared-use paths and signal 
your turns for other cyclists and drivers.

4. Use greenways for recreation and connectivity

Charlotte’s greenways are not just for leisure—they’re a 
practical way to travel across town while enjoying nature. 
Popular greenways like McAlpine Creek Greenway or Ir-
win Creek Greenway provide direct connections to parks, 
schools, and shopping areas.

With a bit of planning and awareness, Charlotte’s bicycle 
lanes and greenways can transform your daily commute or 
weekend adventure into a seamless, enjoyable ride. This is 
a resolution or intention you can feel great about keeping! 

Sustain Charlotte creates a more equitable, connected, and 
healthy community by inspiring responsible growth and 
transportation choices. Learn more at www.sustainchar-
lotte.org.
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JUMP TRANSIT EXPANDS TO PLAZA MIDWOOD
Information from Justin Nevill, JUMP Owner

Launched in August of 2024, neighborhood rideshare 
JUMP Transit has been operating in the NoDa, Villa 

Heights, Optimist Park and Howie Acres neighborhoods. 
After reaching out in early 2025 to the Plaza Midwood Mer-
chants Association—who were open to JUMP servicing the 
PM area—it became an immediate hit. You can now use this 
micro-transit option in the Belmont and Plaza Shamrock 
neighborhoods too. 

PM’s Jim Truchon shared, “We used JUMP to get home af-
ter dinner and drinks with friends. It was a little late and our 
house is at the far end of Plaza Midwood so we did not want to 
walk home. Normally we would call an Uber but we decided to 
try JUMP. The app worked great and the friendly JUMP driver 
picked us up in less than ten minutes. JUMP will be our first 
choice in the future.”

The electric shuttles currently run every Friday from 4 until 
11 pm, on Saturdays from noon until 11 pm and Sundays 
from noon until 8 pm. They hope to expand hours later in 
the year.

To use JUMP, just go to wejump.in/clt on your smartphone. 
You’ll see live vehicle locations, an estimated pickup time, 
and will be able to select the number of passengers and en-
ter your destination. Then simply tap “get ticket” to check 
out. Good to know: kids are half price. JUMP accepts Apple 
Pay, Google Pay and credit cards.

Jenny Greenspon had another great experience with JUMP, 
“I booked JUMP for my daughter’s 12th birthday. They picked 
us up at Midwood Park and took the girls to local merchants 
to eat and go shopping. They LOVED it! Nothing like cruising 
around Midwood in style. We’ll be using it often for sure!”

According to Nevill, “Given our current operating hours, we 
have a lot of ‘night out’ rides to area restaurants, bars, and 
such. But, people are using JUMP for all kinds of trips: walk-
ing to the grocery store and taking us back home, taking 
their kids to the park, catching a movie at The Independent 
Picture House. There are so many uses, and we really want 
this to be a great neighborhood amenity that helps connect 
people with their community and each other!
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WINTER FLING WRAP AND THANKS
MIDWOOD MET ~ PM’s Biggest Night Out

by Kristen Dyer

Well neighbors, another memorable night 
is in the books for PMNA’s most glamor-

ous event of the year, Winter Fling! This year’s 
theme, Midwood Met, was a star-studded suc-
cess sponsored by Scott Hartis!

The event took place at The VanLandingham 
Estate on Saturday, February 15 from 6 – 10 pm. 
As guests arrived, they struck a pose for our pa-
parazzi photographer Virginia Dunn and then 
entered into a gala full of art and creativity. 
Attendees did not disappoint with their most 
whimsical and creative cocktail attire.

And what would be an art gala without a live painting?! As 
a special surprise, artist Cayla White was at the center of the 
event—painting our beautiful historic Plaza Midwood street 
plaque live as guests enjoyed watching her bring the tableau 
to life.

The silent auction consisted of 21 fantastic prizes, nine of which 
were local artist spotlights.

We are so grateful to all the local businesses and artists who 
participated. Collectively, we were able to fundraise for the 
PMNA general fund and continue to support our association’s 
efforts producing signature events, local school donations and 
neighborhood maintenance.

We send out a very special THANK YOU to our sponsors. We 
could not host such wonderful events without you!

TITLE Sponsor ~ Scott Hartis Platinum Sponsor ~ Ken Riel

Silver Sponsors ~ The Mint Museum & DTR Plaza Midwood

And thank you to our auction donors:  PMNA, 
Charlotte Country Club, Midwood Maps, Char-
lotte Ballet, Supperland, LookLove, Bechtler Mu-
seum, FS Food Group, The Mint Museum, Opera 
Carolina, David Hale, Midtown Art Charlotte, 
Middle C Jazz, MakerSpace Charlotte, A.Grey 
Designs, Spirits of Alchemy, Carolina BBQ Festi-
val, Udo Robitsch, The Aesthetic Concierge, The 
Bohemian, Modish Nail Bar, Kelsey Mard

Artists Spotlights: Emily Webb, Missy Rich, Ni-
cole Rankin, Nancy Martin, Mandy Bean, Chris 

Grier, Talla Rittenhouse, Cayla White, Kelsey Mard

To enjoy the entire gallery of fabulous event 
photos, please scan the QR code, and enter pass-
word Fling25.

…Hanging up the heels and tuxes for now. 
Until next year, Cheers! 

Event Highlights—photography courtesy Virginia Dunn

Your 2025 Winter Fling Committee, (pictured from left to right) 
Andrea Wise, Kristen Dyer, Negar Iskra & Renee Dial 
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LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
from Kathie McKinney

Plaza Midwood Library is currently closed for renovations—
partially funded by the PMNA. Midwood Gives Back donat-

ed $5000 to be used for these improvements.

The library expects to reopen early June 2025. Until then, 
please check out these events scheduled for our mobile units 
at Veteran’s Park.

MoLi

Check out MoLi, the mobile library at Veterans Park.

April 12 	 9 am - 12 pm

April 15	 2 - 3:30 pm 

May 6 	 2 - 3:30 pm 

May10 	 9 am - 12 pm

May 27 	 2 - 3:30 pm 

Family Storytime at Veteran’s Park will be held by Plaza Mid-
wood staff every Tuesday at 10:30 am in April and May. 

MiLa

We will also have MiLa, the library’s Mobile Technology Lab at 
Veteran’s Park on Tuesdays.

Plaza Midwood Remembers Miss Elizabeth

Plaza Midwood and the CM Library Community mourn the loss 
of Elizabeth Merklein—better known to the neighborhood as 
Miss Elizabeth. Miss Elizabeth was my own children’s first intro-
duction to the world of Storytime, and even ten years later, she 
would greet my children by name and make us feel welcome.  

I have yet to see anyone who matched her patience, her lov-
ing demeanor, her kindhearted spirit. I can only imagine how 
many lives she has touched, how many names she knew, how 
many people in the community remember her name and the 
joy she brought to them and to their children.  

Elizabeth was a beloved member of the CM Library team from 
1997 to 2021, lighting up faces at Independence, Plaza Mid-
wood and ImaginOn—and so many library events, team, and 
outreach efforts. 

Her work lives on in the joyful 
readers she impacted and 
the families she forever 
changed. 

(Remembrance by Kathie McKinney, Plaza Midwood Branch Librarian) 



SPRING 2025 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org 13

SpiritThe

ECO NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP ~ NEST
by Chris Lakin and June Blotnick

The Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Environmental Steward-
ship Team—NEST—continues working towards its mission 

of championing earth-friendly choices, our local ecology, and 
environmental equity. 

PM To Be a Leader in Neighborhood Waste 
Stations:

In our first area of focus, waste reduction, 
plans are underway to set up three food 
waste stations in the neighborhood to 
make it easier for us to do our part keep-
ing food waste out of the landfill, where it 
creates methane gas, a major contributor to 
global warming. Our program will be mod-
eled after the very successful one in Davidson. 
The goal is for Plaza Midwood to be a prototype 
for other neighborhoods as well as to demonstrate 
community engagement with this idea to city and 
county government—which is now making food waste collec-
tion a priority. NEST presented the project to the PMNA board 
in March and we hope to move forward from there. Please stay 
tuned and plan to support this effort. 

Your Chance to Join the Fun:

Our new GLEE club—Gardening, Landscaping, Ecology, and 
Environment—has plans to expand our neighborhood’s but-
terfly highway, create a little free library with all ages garden-
ing books, and host “garden visits” to yards that model earth-
friendly practices. 

The first of these for interested gardeners and landscapers will 
be on Sunday, April 27 from Noon – 2 pm at the home of Tina 
Wright, 2222 Winter Street. Contact Nan Byars for more infor-
mation or to join the GLEE club at nanbyars@yahoo.com. Sing-
ing is not required! 

NEST on WFAE:

Long-time resident and co-founder of NEST, June Blotnick, 
served on a panel at the WFAE 2025 Carolinas Climate Sum-
mit on April 10 representing NEST. The panel, “Fast-Tracking 
Climate Solutions: Bold Ideas for a Resilient Future,” included a 
high-energy discussion featuring quick, solution-focused pre-
sentations from innovators, policymakers, entrepreneurs, and 
community leaders. Each speaker had five minutes to pitch a 
climate solution—whether it’s new technology, policy recom-
mendations, or grassroots initiatives—followed by a rapid audi-
ence Q&A. This was a great opportunity for the broader com-
munity to learn about NEST.

Come to a Meeting:

NEST meetings are the second Wednesday every other month, 
7 – 8:30 pm at Southern Strain Brewing.  Please join us for our 

next meeting on May 14!  There will be updates on cur-
rent projects and plans and an open forum to hear 

members’ ideas. And PM resident Pam Grundy 
will present a program about butterfly gar-

dening based on her book “Butterfly Garden-
ing in the Carolina Piedmont.” 

We have a lot planned for 2025 and are 
looking to build a corps of active partici-
pants to achieve our goals and fulfill our 
mission. If you’re interested in helping with 

our activities at Midwood Maynia (see page 6)
on May 17 please contact June Blotnick at june-

leaf77@gmail.com and get in the NEST.

Take Action: 

Please get a “Recycle Right” sticker for the lid of your City recycling 
bin. Even better, grab some extra ones and circulate them on your 
block! To get stickers or to be added to our email list, contact Chris 
Lakin at clakin01@gmail.com.
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ARTS+ SPRING HAPPENINGS
from Stephanie McKinley

Arts+ is so excited for another robust season of music and 
visual art programming at the Arts+ Community Campus 

including:

•	 Discovering Together:  Sing Play Move to experience the 
joy of music with your youngest learners.

•	 Teacher Workday Camps and School Holiday Camps to 
enrich your grade K – 5 student’s education.

•	 Family Workshops to enjoy fun evenings of holiday-
themed activities with the whole family.

•	 IDK Workshops for adults to learn a new skill.

ARTS+ SPECIAL: We’ll be a part 
of the Plaza Midwood Home 
and Garden Tour this May!  
We will host two mini day-
camp sessions on Saturday, 
May 3 for ages 4 to 10. 

See front cover article for links 
to register.

Here are some upcoming programs you won’t want to miss. All 
of these sessions will take place at the Arts+ Community Cam-
pus in Plaza Midwood, 2304 The Plaza.

•	 Spring Break Camp: Mon, April 14 – Thu, April 17.  9 am – 
4 pm.  For grades K – 5. $275.

•	 Piano 101:  Saturdays, Apr 26 – May 17.  10 – 10:45 am.  
Age 18+.   $85.

•	 Kids Night Out:  Music and Art:  Fri, May 9.  5:30 – 8:30 pm. 
K – 5. $40.

•	 Family Workshop:  See, Hear, Feel:  Sat, May 17.  10 am – 
Noon.  All ages. $10 for ages 3 – 12.

•	 IDK Repurposed Jewelry:  Sun, May 18.  1 – 4 pm. 18+. $60.
Learn more about Arts+ and these programs at artsplus.org. All 
of the above activities can be found under the programs and 
group classes tabs.
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704-661-3173

www.RobertDulin.com

Robert@RobertDulin.com

I will keep you updated on market trends, pricing 
strategies, and local insights to provide you with the 
best advice.

Deep Market Knowledge/Local Expertise1

I have helped hundreds of happy clients make sound 
financial and quality-of-life decisions around real 
estate and have the testimonials to prove it.

Proven Track Record2

I thrive under pressure and I am adept at navigating 
challenges - whether it’s dealing with a tough 
negotiation or resolving unexpected issues. 

Problem-Solving Skills3

I will listen to your needs, keep you informed, and 
respond quickly. I tailor my approach to each client’s 
unique needs and preferences.

Personalized Service4

I will ensure that you get the best deal - whether 
buying or selling.

Negotiation Skills5

I am dedicated to understanding and achieving my 
clients’ goals.

Commitment To Client Goals6

I use cutting-edge marketing tools, including social 
media, A/I, professional photography, and virtual 
tours.

Comprehensive Marketing Strategies7

I have strong connections to other agents, lenders, 
inspectors, and contractors, streamlining the entire 
process for my clients.

Wide Professional Network8

My clients trust me to provide honest advice and act 
in their best interests at all times. I pledge to always 
do the right thing for you.

Honesty and Transparency9

Zig Ziglar said “You can have everything in life you 
want if you will just help other people get what they 
want.” This is what drives me!

Passion For Service10

Top Ten Reasons To Choose Robert Dulin To Be Your Advocate

Robert Dulin,
Broker & Trusted Advisor

Plaza Midwood’s home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

www.justinperrycounseling.com

(704) 908-4061
811 Central Avenue, Suite 1

Charlotte, NC  28204

PROMOTE HEALING. END STIGMA.



16

SPRING 2025 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org

SpiritThe

 1519 The Plaza | Home & Garden of Debbie Poss

A Charlotte native, Debbie left for the lure of New York City and discovered a love for 
fashion and design. Returning home in 2009, she fell in love again—with the historic 
charm that her circa 1919 home on The Plaza offered. Soaring ten-foot ceilings, original 
windows, doors and floors spoke profoundly to her design aesthetic. The home wel-
comes you with floor-to-ceiling custom bookcases and features a spectacular sunroom 
with nine-foot windows on all sides. The kitchen has been updated to include state-of-
the-art stainless steel appliances and a Wolfe gas range. Debbie has filled her home with 
unique pieces and antiques collected from her many trips around the world. Having a 

lush garden was also a priority, and she framed the outdoor space in Hydrangeas, lady bank roses and gardenias. The private back-
yard includes a brick paver patio with sitting and dining areas that overlook a 100-year old Camellia tree. Debbie spends many a 
night on her spacious front porch sharing laughter, music and friendship with family and neighbors.

1801 Belvedere Avenue | Home of Charles and Kathy Kinsey

When Charles and Kathy Kinsey were searching for a home in 1990, they were immedi-
ately drawn to this early 1920s artisan Bungalow featured on an advertisement flyer as 
one of the original homes in the then ‘Midwood Manor’ neighborhood—as well as in 
Jeff Byers’ book “Image of America:  Plaza Midwood Neighborhood of Charlotte” (2004).  
They were taken with the home’s inviting front porch, ten-foot ceilings, flowing room 
design, original pocket doors, and hardwood floors.  After earlier adding a new roof and 
porch, in 2018, the Kinseys demolished their original garage to add a laundry room, half 
bath and storage loft above the new two-car garage. In 2020, they took the interior of 
their home down to the studs to upgrade plumbing and electrical systems, install a new HVAC system for both stories and replace 
all windows. During the remodel, care was taken to maintain the home’s original architectural footprint, decorative wall moldings, 
and its built-in China cabinet.  But their kitchen, a few bedrooms and all baths were completely transformed. The home features 
four bedrooms and four full bathrooms within the main section of the house. 

Home Tour tickets:  $35 each, with a special 10% discount 
for PMNA members purchasing online during the pre-sale 
period. Secure your tickets conveniently online at plazamid-
wood.org now, or visit Moxie Mercantile starting April 22.

While a limited number of same-day tickets may be avail-
able at The Vine Church, we strongly advise purchasing 
your tickets in advance to avoid disappointment in case 
of an early sellout. Don’t miss out on this unforgettable 
experience!

FEATURED PROPERTIES

PLAZA MIDWOOD 2025 
HOME&&GARDEN TOUR

continued from cover
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2023 Thomas Avenue | ADU & Garden of Tom and Kaitlin Wiese

(located behind 2021 Thomas Avenue)

Tom and Kaitlin Wiese’s recently completed accessory dwelling unit (ADU) is a thought-
ful reflection of their primary home, a Craftsman-style cottage built in 1932, seamlessly 
blending historic charm with modern conveniences. Nestled within Plaza Midwood’s 
historic district, this 763 square foot retreat was designed to feel like a natural extension 
of its predecessor, honoring the architectural integrity of the era while incorporating 
contemporary comforts.

With two bedrooms and a well-appointed bath featuring a curbless shower, the home 
makes the most of its efficient footprint.  The full kitchen boasts full-size appliances, ensuring no compromise on functionality, while 
a stacked washer and dryer add an extra layer of convenience. Every detail was carefully considered to create a space that feels both 
timeless and livable.  Beyond the walls, a beautiful garden flourishes—an ever-evolving sanctuary where the Wieses grow many of 
their own flowers from seed, bringing life and color to the landscape. This personal touch enhances the home’s warmth, making it 
not just a place to stay, but a true labor of love.

2200 Mecklenburg Avenue | Home & Garden of David Marotta and Candice Langston

Candice Langston and David Marotta have lived in this home since 2007. Built in 1962, 
this stunning home’s facade maintains much of the original midcentury aesthetic that 
defines its style. It was once the residence of the Squires family, who raised nine children 
there! As a native Charlottean—from the “East Side,” Candice has enjoyed making this 
house their own.

Extensive renovations have been done to enhance the space for their growing family, 
which includes two children and two frenchies. They opened up the floor plan for a 
more modern layout and added a pool that has become a favorite spot for summer fun. 
It is the only home their kids have known, holding a very special place in their hearts. The Langstons have hosted many parties, 
fundraisers, and gatherings with friends and family. They note, “It’s the perfect party house!” As the third owners of this home, they 
have enjoyed the legacy of pouring love and care into maintaining it—as has been done since it was built. They are excited to share 
it on this year’s Tour.

1614 Brook Road | Home & Garden of Wes and Karen Beadle

Wes and Karen Beadle relocated to Charlotte in 2023, taking their time to find just the 
right neighborhood and home. As soon as they entered this Brook Road home—a 
1950’s renovated and expanded bungalow-style, they knew instantly that it was “the 
one.”  The previous owners had taken a little matchbox of a house and turned it into 
a grand, yet cozy and unique home. Maintaining elements of the original midcentury 
dwelling, this home incorporates modern and creative design—seamlessly marrying 
beauty and functionality. The kitchen features Bertazonni appliances, a grand island, 
stylish lighting, and separate walk-in food and butler pantries. The bright open living 

space on the first floor leads out to the porch with a cozy fireplace, saltwater pool and large yard. Upstairs, the main suite encom-
passes a peaceful retreat with vaulted ceilings, custom walk-in closet and a gorgeous bath with wet room. The home is a great place 
for friends, family and neighbors to relax, have fun and enjoy a lovely peaceful setting.

continues

Friday, May 2 from 6 – 8 pm 

Saturday, May 3 from 10 am – 4 pm

Title Sponsor: 
Scott Hartis of  

Hartis Property Experts  
at eXp Realty
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3040 Georgia Avenue | Home of Lake and Morgan Carter

Taking a leap of faith, Lake and Morgan bought this home in 2021—uncertain exactly 
what it would become. It had been a rental property for the previous decade, so there 
was potential to improve on it and continue that trend. However, after spending a few 
weekends working on the house, it became clear to them that the neighborhood was 
exactly where they wanted to be long term.  With a growing family, the existing 2 bed/1 
bath, 1100 square foot floorplan wasn’t going to be sufficient. So they conjured up plans 
and started demo. To preserve yard space, they utilized the home’s original footprint 
and added a second story. Paying homage to the charm of the original 1934 cottage, 
they preserved much of the original brick facade and recreated the interior archways that were present in the original floor plan. 
Lake is the founder and owner of Hudson Homes, so start to finish, he managed the entire process. Partnered with Morgan’s love of 
design and interiors, the home you see is their first passion project.

3020 Simpson Drive | Home & Garden of Robbie and  Heather Hodge

Robbie and Heather Hodge moved from an older home in Plaza Midwood into this 
newly built Craftsman-inspired home in 2020, anticipating an expanding family. Over 
the past five years, they have thoughtfully enhanced their home with interior upgrades.  
With the help of Alter Architects, they reimagined their outdoor space, creating a back-
yard retreat that effortlessly blends style, function, and flexibility. At the heart of this 
transformation is a stunning pool and a hybrid pool house—an accessory dwelling unit 
that can serve as a private retreat or transform into the ultimate gathering place. A fully 
integrated smart home system controls custom lighting and high-end audio through-

out the space, enhancing both everyday living and entertaining. Custom landscaping completes the resort-like atmosphere. Now a 
favorite spot for hosting friends and family, the space is also a daily source of fun for their two young children, who spend countless 
hours enjoying the pool and yard. After years of planning and building, Robbie and Heather are excited to welcome neighbors and 
visitors to experience their backyard oasis during the Plaza Midwood Home Tour!

2604 Country Club Lane | Home of Jay Hreiz and Mike Crisp

Jay Hreiz and Mike Crisp have been Plaza Midwood residents since 2013. Their home 
at 2604 Country Club Lane is best described as having an English Tudor style exterior 
and a contemporary interior with a nod to mid-century style and sensibility.  Much of 
the artwork, pottery and crafts that fill the home come from their travels around the 
world, while several paintings and drawings are the work of Jay’s late grandfather. In 
2021, Jay and Mike undertook a major renovation of their home, which included com-
pletely updating the kitchen, adding a scullery and bar, replacing the floors throughout, 
and reworked the existing layout to create a true master closet and bath. In 2024, they 
undertook a complete overhaul of the backyard, replacing the hardscaping, pool surround and hot tub with limestone and porce-
lain—and installed new planting spaces. Queen City Animal Hospital veterinarian and co-owner Jay and attorney Mike share their 
home with two very lazy retired racing Greyhounds, Ollie and Forest, and two mischievous shelter cats, Kili and Meru.

2338 The Plaza | Twenty Two West Studio & Storefront

When local artist Mary Hamby crossed the threshold of this 1942 brick home on The 
Plaza back in 2022, she felt an immediate connection to the building and all the life it has 
seen over the decades. The dual-zoned home would start a new chapter as a studio and 
storefront for Mary’s handmade jewelry and contemporary art. With beautifully patinaed 
hardwood floors, original glass doorknobs and custom built-ins, the home had beautiful 
bones worth preserving. And over the nearly two-year transformation, maintaining the 
character of the neighborhood while creating a bold and thriving artful space was the 
top priority. You’ll find a mix of vintage touches and modern color expressing the artist’s 

Home & Garden Tour, continued



SPRING 2025 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org 19

SpiritThe

Your Home Tour Committee:
Megan Annitto 
Mark Blythe 
Renee Bradley 
Rodney Hines 

Meredith Hubbard 
Negar Iskra 
Lindsay McCleary 
Talla Rittenhouse

interior design roots along with the handmade jewelry and contemporary art created in the space. Today, Mary and her team love 
greeting their neighbors who walk over for a cup of chai or to pick up a last-minute gift. Fun Fact: What has become a beloved neigh-
borhood staple, The Chai Window, wasn’t in the original renovation plans. But when a break-in occurred before opening, Mary took a 
sour moment and created something beautiful. You could say they took lemons and turned them into chai.

2304 The Plaza | Arts+ Community Campus

Arts+ recently relocated to the historic Plaza Presbyterian Church, a building with rich 
architectural and cultural history. The church, founded in 1907, initially met on Pegram 
Street before moving to its current location in 1926. The sanctuary was dedicated in 
1942 and enlarged in 1955, designed in the Gothic Revival style by architect Ed Wil-
son. Notable features of the church include its original stained glass windows and the 
Moeller Pipe Organ, installed in 1969. In 2024, Arts+ moved into the church, continuing 
its mission to provide transformative arts education. The property, now called the Arts+ 
Community Campus, houses administrative offices and programs as well as functions as 
a community resource for other organizations. Originally founded in 1969 as the Com-
munity School of the Arts, the organization began by offering free music lessons to 
children in underserved neighborhoods. Over the years, Arts+ has expanded its reach 
and now serves over 4,500 students annually, offering private lessons, summer camps, 
and community outreach programs in music and visual arts. The move to Plaza Mid-
wood marks a new chapter for Arts + —blending its rich legacy of arts education with 
the architectural beauty and community spirit of its new home.

TITLE Sponsor:
Scott Hartis/Hartis Property Experts at eXp Realty

PLATINUM Sponsor:
Planted Design Studio Nestlewood Realty

GOLD Sponsors:
Nestlewood Realty
Ken Riel
The Bohemian: A Wine Bar
Marrakech Connection
Birdsong Brewing
Table & Twine
The Culture Shop
Improper Pig
Sorelina Pasta Co.
Hudson Builders

Haraz Coffee House
milkbread
Mezzo Market
Sip City
Holt School of Fine Art
Moxie Mercantile
Spirits of Alchemy
Arts+
Twenty Two West

2025 LINE-UP OF  
MOVIES IN THE PARK

~ And Fun and Games Before the Main Event ~
from Chad Gambrell

Some of our favorite summer events in Plaza Midwood are 
the Movies in the Park produced by your PMNA.

Come for the movie—and the popcorn and games. We’ll have 
arcade games, music and concessions before each movie.

Concessions will be available for purchase. But the popcorn 
is on PMNA—free for neighbors!

Friday, May 16	 A Bug’s Life (G)	 8:30 pm

Friday, Jun 13	 Despicable Me* (PG)	 9:00 pm

Friday, Aug 15	 Wicked (PG)	 8:30 pm

Thursday, Oct 17	 The Addams Family (PG)	 7:00 pm
*Great for Father’s Day weekend

Bring a lawn chair, a blanket and your family and friends for a 
great time and terrific entertainment in Midwood Park.
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE
by Christine Sheil

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the 
third Saturday of each month between 9:00 am and noon. 
The more volunteers we have, the earlier we get done. 
Children and youth are welcome!

THE EARTH NEEDS GARDENERS
Each time we tend to a plant, we take a radical step 
into building a liveable future for our planet. I have 
been reading the climate action book “What If We Get It 
Right?” and have been struck by how essential a garden-
er’s—or farmer’s perspective is to the future of our plan-
et. The simple act of tending to a plant slows us down, 
teaches us skills of observation and patience, and is in 
itself an act of healing and love toward nature herself.

Growing our own food, even if it is as small as a basil plant 
or as simple as a tomato vine, acts to give us an appreciation 
for where our food comes from, and the magic of plants eat-
ing sunlight to bring us sustenance. It may shift our focus at 
the grocery store from cheap to other values such as local or 
regenerative agriculture. Because, if I’m being honest, there 
is something more delicious and grounding in food that has 
been grown yourself or by a farmer you’ve gotten to know from 
weekly market stand chats. And I have had enough of a difficult 
time with my own edible garden that I am pretty amazed by 
the fact that farmers are able to feed us all.

Practicing ecological gardening—which, at its essence, is a 
way of gardening that focuses on the way our gardens inter-
act with the natural world, rather than simply how the garden’s 
beauty serves us—does so much for the wildlife we have here 
in Charlotte. Ecological gardening helps to provide habitat 
for creatures whose worlds are shifting and shrinking, and 
helps us to appreciate the natural world. Ecological gardening 
means choosing plants for their wildlife benefits: evergreen 
shrubs provide winter cover for birds. We monitor the bloom 

times of the plants we have and ensure that something 
blooms from March through first frost so the bees can 
forage whenever they are active. We choose butterfly 
host plants and wait for a butterfly to lay her eggs. We 
choose to spray ourselves for mosquitos rather than 
plants. We allow a little chaos and mess because we’re 
mimicking nature’s cycles. And for each of us who prac-
tices ecological gardening, whether a back corner or 
the whole yard, we contribute to a patchwork quilt of 
space where the natural world is welcome to thrive.

Gardening can be a positive force for good in the face of the 
looming threat of climate change. This earth month, challenge 
yourself to pick up another gardening habit. If gardening is 
new to you, try growing herbs or a tomato plant or two. Or 
maybe you expand from pots to a patch beside your porch. Or 
maybe you wean yourself off pesticide use. Or maybe you re-
place some ornamentals with native plants. Or maybe you go 
deep and make a plan to get rid of your lawn altogether. When 
we take these small steps, when we garden with the earth in 
mind, when we take the time to garden for both our own needs 
and the needs of our wildlife neighbors, we become part of a 
cultural movement that values the natural world, values the im-
mediateness of nature, the slowing down and being here. Our 
mental health improves, as does the health of our planet.

NEIGHBORHOOD  
SCHOOLS NEWS

from Mandy Bean & Negar Iskra

Yay, Schools in the Springtime! With spring comes spring 
fever and the excitement of nearing the end of the school 

year. We’re already brainstorming ways to show our gratitude to 
the incredible teachers in our community during CMS’s Teacher 
Appreciation Week coming up May 5 – 9.

In previous years, we’ve gifted personalized chocolate bars, 
candy-filled cups, and wildflower seeds—and this year’s gift is 
still in the works!

Please consider volunteering

Schools often need volunteers for end-of-grade testing. Con-
sider lending a hand at Eastway Middle or Garinger High! 

While the exact dates aren’t available yet, you can get a head 
start by registering at cmsvolunteers.com. If you have any ques-
tions, feel free to reach out to Mandy Bean at mandybean19@
gmail.com.

FREE  
PAPER SHREDDING EVENT

Sponsored by Ken Riel, PMNA and The Vine

Saturday, April 26 from 1 to 3 pm
at The Vine, 2101 Belvedere Avenue

Declutter your home by bringing any sensitive documents 
to be securely and professionally shredded—for free. 

If papers or envelopes have your name, identifying details 
or other personal information, stop by and safely destroy 
them. This is the perfect time to bring any of your tax docu-
ments that no longer need to be archived!
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Plaza Midwood’s Trusted Real Estate Guide

Scott Hartis Broker/Realtor® NC & SC | (704) 756-7862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com 

Curious about what your home could 
sell for in today’s market? Contact Scott 
today at 704-756-7862, or download  
the Perfect Transition Process. 

BEING IN PLAZA MIDWOOD REAL ESTATE  FOR OVER 
22 YEARS CHANGES HOW YOU APPROACH SELLING 
A HOUSE... THE PERFECT TRANSITION PROCESS:

A PLAZA 
MIDWOOD NATIVE

SHOWCASES YOUR HOME’S STORY 
WITH STUNNING VIDEO

•

CAPTURES EVERY DETAIL 
WITH PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

•

CREATES IMMERSIVE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS 
& DETAILED FLOOR PLANS

•

BUILDS CUSTOM WEB INFO PAGES 
TO REACH MORE BUYERS

•
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suns out
paws out
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VISIT
WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

FOR MORE NEWS AND  
INFORMATION ABOUT  

PLAZA MIDWOOD

HOW HISTORIC PRESERATION CAN MEET  
AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS

from Jennifer Baer, HDC Staff

Every time a pre-1970 housing unit is demolished a unit 
of affordable housing is lost, Donovan Rypkema stated 

at the beginning of his talk on how older, historic housing 
plays a role in meeting affordable housing needs. In October 
2024, the Charlotte Mecklenburg Historic Landmarks Com-
mission hosted Rypkema, principal of PlaceEconomics, to 
share his firm’s research on how preserving and rehabilitat-
ing historic buildings is key to solving the affordable hous-
ing crisis that is happening across the country.

The lecture was filled with data about construction costs, 
lifecycle costs, household size, debunking historic building 
myths, and ideas for using historic preservation and other 
local development tools to meet the affordable housing 
needs. According to Rypkema, existing, historic structures 
must be the priority for creating affordable housing because 
“constructing new housing to rent or sell at an affordable 
cost simply cannot be done —at least without massive sub-
sidies or very low-quality units.”

During the talk, there was further discussion of tax credits, 
re-use of older buildings as opposed to demolition that pro-
duces excessive landfill debris, and incentives for salvaged 
materials in buildings that cannot be saved.

FABULOUS NEW BUSINESSES IN PM

Several new businesses have opened early this spring in the 
hood—here are thumbnail descriptions of them. We plan 

to do more in-depth articles about these distinctive locations 
coming up in future Spirits.

Pure on The Plaza recently launched a soft opening as they 
get ready for a grand opening later this spring. Their new menu 
will include favorites from the original Pure Pizza locations, with 
many new dishes at the new location. Current hours are Sun-
day—Thursday 4 to 9 pm, and 10 pm on Friday and Saturday.  
Choose from dine-in, to-go, delivery, even catering. Located 
at 2838 The Plaza (next to Tip Top Daily Market); 980.480.1701; 
PureOnThePlaza.com.

So many neighbors have been anticipating the new Mezzo 
Market on The Plaza near the intersections of Mecklenburg 
and Parkwood; the old Segen Mart needed lots of love. Enter 
Djordje Avramovic, former owner and founder of treasured res-
taurant Intermezzo, and his wife Carol. Mezzo Market plans a 
Spring opening with unique selection of pre-made frozen en-
trees plus pizzas, sandwiches, a full bar and a grab-and-go wine 
selection.  With indoor and outdoor seating, it’s sure to provide 
Midwood with another great food option.

Wiloe Home & Gift at 1520 Lyon Court is a home and gift store 
focused on modern, colorful, and distinctive brands and gifts. 
The aim is to showcase products that are as close to the creator 
as possible. After their opening on Saturday, April 5, they will 
highlight local artists and host small skill shops.

Check out some great photos of their one-of-a-kind furniture 
and accessories on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
wiloeco?igsh=ZTZidDllOHRvamZz.

Trope Bookstore is right next-door at 1518 Lyon Court. They 
recently opened on March 1 with a fantastic opening weekend.  
Trope, a romance only bookstore, began as a pop-up out of a 
little green bus the owner renovated. Trope is wildly popular 
with a strong following. Visit their Instagram page:  https://
www.instagram.com/tropebookshop?igsh=MXNldmhxcnhiM
Ghnaw==.

More on Lyon Court:  There is one more building in the trio, an 
old garage that the developers are renovating. The hope is for 
a casual food and beverage/wine shop concept.

Rypkema emphasized the seriousness of housing afford-
ability, and that historic preservation is key to addressing 
this issue. Recognizing that new construction is part of the 
solution but that “it is impossible to build our way out of the 
housing crisis,” he claimed that creating local tools to retain, 
utilize, and preserve older housing would put Charlotte and 
North Carolina at the forefront nationally in affordable hous-
ing strategies.

If this subject interests you, the full recording of the lec-
ture is available online through Mecklenburg County Gov-
ernment’s YouTube page. 

For more information and resources on historic preservation 
and affordable housing please contact Charlotte’s Historic 
District Commission staff at charlottehdc@charlottenc.gov.
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JOIN OUR COMMUNITY TO REIMAGINE 
WHAT’S POSSIBLE IN PUBLIC EDUCATION!

Charlotte Lab School is a K-12 
North Carolina tuition-free college
preparatory public charter school

located in center city.  

Whole Child Focus
Diverse By Design

Rigorous & Innovative

WHY LAB?

The Wizard of Oz - Spring Musical 

 2045 Suttle Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28208 | www.charlottelabschool.org

APPLY TODAY
Accepting Applications 

for the 2025-26 
Enrollment Lottery!

ALISHA TOMLINSON

FIRST of HER NAME

CATLEESI of the CATNIP SEA

QUEEN of the KIBBLE and 
SQUEEZY TREATS

PROTECTOR of TOE BEANS

SCOOPER of POOPS

HEAVY PETTING PET CARE
heavypetting.net  •  704-651-9098
heavypettingpetcare@gmail.com

      @heavypettingpetsitting
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
We are blessed here in Plaza Midwood to have several faith communities nearby to us.   

The Spirit is pleased to bring you calendar and event information for our neighborhood churches. 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH ~  
1900 The Plaza
•	 Sunday Worship Service:  11 am.  

•	 Holy Week Services:
•	 Maundy Thursday 

Service:  April 17, 7pm.
•	 Good Friday Service:  

April 18, 7 pm.

•	 Easter Sunday, April 20:  
Easter Breakfast – 9 am.  
Easter Egg Hunt – 10 am. 
Easter Service – 11 am.

•	 FOOD PANTRY:  Please bring your donations of nonperish-
able goods.  The Pantry is open from 9 – Noon on Tuesdays 
and Thursday for distribution.

•	 NEW YOUTH CO-OP— East Charlotte Christian Youth:  
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church on The Plaza and Amity Pres-
byterian Church on Sharon Amity Rd. have created a youth 
co-op they’re calling East Charlotte Christian Youth (ECCY). 

	 They welcome any middle or high schooler who is interest-
ed. ECCY is a progressive Christian youth group with values 
of inclusion and diversity. Activities include faith formation, 
fellowship, and fun activities. Contact Pastor Emily Hartner 
(pastoremilyhartner@gmail.com) for more information. 

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program or 
other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.htlcchar-
lotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348. 

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH ~ 
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
•	 Sunday Worship Services:  11 am.

•	 Midwood Community Day: April 19, 11 am.  Food, games, 
inflatables, face painting, egg hunt and more.

•	 Midwood Soccer Camp:  June 22 – 24.  4:30 till 6 pm at 
Midwood Park. For kids ranging from ages 3 to 11.  Camp-
ers will learn valuable soccer skills, scrimmage with other 
teams, and enjoy dinner and a fun Bible story, making 
memories to last a lifetime.

	 On the first night of camp, all family members are welcome 
to join in for dinner and a Parents vs. Kids Scrimmage!

•	 Parents Day Out Preschool. Midwood Baptist is offering this 
ministry to provide a safe, nurturing place for preschoolers 
to grow spiritually, physically, cognitively, emotionally, and 
socially—focusing on developmental and age-appropriate 
activities, while providing a spiritual foundation. 

	 Registration forms are available on the church website under 
the Children’s tab. For any other information, email midwood 
preschool@gmail.com. References available on request.

For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.org or 
call 704.376.8944

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community ~ 
2101 Belvedere Avenue
•	 Sunday Worship Services:  11 am

•	 Easter Services:
•	 Psalm Sunday Service:  

April 13, 11 am.
•	 Eggstravaganza:  April 

13, 1 – 2 pm.

•	 Easter Sunday:  April 20.  
Easter Service, 11 am.

•	 Free Shredding Event:  April 26, 1 – 3 pm.  Co-sponsored 
by Ken Riel and PMNA

•	 Sandwich Collection:  1st and 3rd Thursdays at 10 am

•	 Compassion Closet Volunteering at Eastway Middle 
School:  Contact the Church for details.

The Vine’s doors, lawn and heart are always open to the com-
munity and are grateful to call Plaza Midwood home.  Please 
reach out to Pastor Tosh at tjenkins@wnccumc.net  with any 
needs.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at TheVine 
Charlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348, ext. 202.
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MIDWOOD PARK RENOVATION UPDATE
from Rob Phocas and team

The PMNA board learned recently that the initial timeline 
for planned park improvements would mean that there 

would be no working bathrooms for Midwood Maynia, all 
summer—and potentially for Fall Crawl as well. Since these 
facilities are critical to our neighborhood events, board 
members reached out to Midwood residents via eNews and 
social media—and received some great feedback.

Rob Phocas met with Parks and Rec to share our concerns 
and neighbor feedback. As a result, they have proposed 
delaying the renovation to start after Fall Crawl, around the 
first of November, so it’s less disruptive. PMNA agreed and 
that is the current status.  

The picnic shelter construction should be started by the 
time we go to print and ready in time for Midwood Maynia.

Also, during this process, several neighbors’ feedback in-
cluded water status of the Dog Park at Barnhardt Manufac-
turing. Rob is pleased to report the water is on.

Here are renderings of the proposed concepts for the re-
stroom designs. If you have comments or suggestions, 
please email Rob Phocas at robphocas@gmail.com. He will 
include comments as he communicates with Parks and Rec 
throughout this process.
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Interested in advertising? This magazine reaches approximately  
3,000 households whose residents prefer to shop, dine in and  
support Plaza Midwood businesses. The Spirit is published quarterly 
in January, April, July and October. Advertising deadlines  
are listed on page 3.

Full Page (7”w x 8.75”h) One time.............................................. $900.00 
    Annual Contract (4 issues).......................................................$3240.00
Half Page (7”w x 4.375”h OR 3.375”w x 8.75”h) One time............. $480.00 
    Annual Contract......................................................................$1730.00
Quarter Page (3.375”w x 4.375”h)............................................. $250.00 
    Annual Contract........................................................................ $910.00
Business Card (3.375”w x 1.85”h).............................................. $100.00 
   Annual Contract......................................................................... $360.00
10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), unless a premium placement. 
Additional 10% for PMM member businesses on first-time ads only.  
Requested premium placement (inside front cover, center spread, inside 
back cover, and back cover) may not be available.A
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TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by April 11, 2025

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.

704.837.8480 P pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

P
Now Offering 

Implant Placement 
In-Offi ce

Conveniently Located, 
Across Central Ave. 
from Harris Teeter

P

Extended Morning, 
Evening and Friday 

Hours Now Available

P

1308-F 

Implant Placement 

com
, NC 28205

Extended Morning, 
Evening and Friday 

Hours Now Available

Michael C. Farmer, 
DMD, FICD, PA

LaShawn Hart,
DDS

Introducing Dr. LaShawn Hart! 
With a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from UNC Chapel Hill, 
Dr. Hart brings strong skills and expertise to our practice and is 
passionate about giving the best care for her patients. She looks 

forward to meeting you and caring for your dental needs!


