
We’re very excited to 
roll out this year’s 

new Midwood Maynia 
logo celebrating our 
favorite neighborhood 
e v e n t ’s  T H I R T I E T H 
ANNIVERSARY! 

As part of the PMNA 50th 
Anniversary celebrations 
last year, we shared lots of 
info about how Plaza Midwood 
became Plaza Midwood. Our events 
are a big part of our identity.

Midwood Maynia was the first big effort. 
Maynia began as a small neighborhood 
gathering to encourage residents to visit the 

newly renovated Midwood Park. That first year 
included the Pet Parade and music in the park. 
Early on, the event incorporated the Home and 
Garden Tour as well.

SpiritSpirit
www.plazamidwood.org

of PLAZA MIDWOOD

2024
QUARTERLY
MEETINGS: 
January 24

April 24
July 24

October 23
Save the Dates!

 
6:30 pm

at 
 The VanLandingham Estate 

Can’t make a meeting?  
Stay informed:

•	 Sign up for e-newsletter  
at plazamidwood.org

•	 Facebook.com/PlazaMidwood
•	 Instagram.com/ 

plaza_midwood

Spring 2024

  

SP
RI

N
G

EVENT 
C A L E N D A R

CELEBRATING

   121 121 yearsyears
1 9 0 3  -  2 0 2 4

Apr 24
PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING

6:30 pm
VanLandingham Estate 

See pg 20

SpiritThe

May 3-4
HOME TOUR

Fri 6-8  pm | Sat 10-4 pm 
See pg 6 for details

Apr 27
FREE SHREDDING EVENT

1 -3 pm
The Vine 

See pg 5 for details

May 18
MIDWOOD MAYNIA FESTIVAL

11 am  - 6:30 pm
Midwood Park – See pg 17

INSIDE

Home & Garden Tour Preview  

pg 6

How to Find a Contractor 

pg 10

Winter Fling Recap 

pg 12

…and Much More!
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Celebrating

of Midwood30 YEARS 
MAYNIA!

Over the 30 years, the little 
 festival grew and grew.  
  In the park, the Vendor 
Village was added, along 
with Kidswood—lots of 
activities for the younger 
set, and fun for all ages in 

the Community Garden.  
Beer, wine and food trucks 

were added too.

The Home & Garden Tour added 
free bikes for touring as well as 

local businesses as home sponsors 
who provide food, beverages, showcases and other 
activities at the homes and gardens.

And now, both events have become so successful 
in their own right, they have become two separate 
events held on different days. 

Thirty years and going stronger than ever!

Home & Garden Tour ~  
Friday, May 3 & Saturday, May 4

Midwood Maynia ~  
Saturday, May 18 in Midwood Park
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704.837.8480 P pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

P
Now Offering 

Implant Placement 
In-Offi ce

Conveniently Located, 
Across Central Ave. 
from Harris Teeter

P

com
, NC 28205

Extended Morning 
and Evening Hours 

Now Available

P

1308-F 

Implant Placement Implant Placement 

Michael C. Farmer, 
DMD, FICD, PA

J. Everett Case II, 
DMD

Learn about the extra precautions 
we are taking to protect you during 

COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com
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Spirit Deadlines:
Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager: 
Andrea Wise

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Contributors:
Mandy Bean
June Blotnick
Mark Blythe
Kristen Dyer
Chad Gambrell
Pastor Emily Hartner 
Pastor Tosh Jenkins
Garrett of Midwood Ladue
Chris Lakin
Pastor John Maiden
Lindsay McCleary
Anne McKinney
Bernie Petit
Lisa Swayne Proud
Lee Robertson
Christine Shiel
Mark Stephens
Tanya Wilson
Andrea Wise

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to 
Andrea Wise at  
dreabenavides@gmail.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines:

The Spirit newsletter is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the deadline. 
Copy received after the deadline  
date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2024/25:

SUMMER ‘24 issue.............Jun. 5, 2024 

FALL ‘24 issue......................Sep. 5, 2024 

WINTER ‘25 issue...............Dec. 5, 2024 

SPRING ‘25 issue................Mar. 5, 2025 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Bernie Petit

The first few months of 2024 have been a whirlwind for the 
neighborhood and the PMNA Board.

In January, PMNA hosted our first all-neighborhood quarterly 
meeting of the year at the VanLandingham Estate, where we were 
joined by CMS School Board Chair Stephanie Sneed and CMS 
Superintendent Dr. Crystal Hill. Meanwhile, we welcomed four 
members to their first full year on the board.

February brought a wildly successful—and fun—Winter Fling 
and Silent Auction that raises money for PMNA’s general fund, 
which helps sustain projects like our community garden and dog-
waste stations. Thank you Andrea Wise, Kristen Dyer and Louise 
Leonczyk!

PMNA also held its annual board retreat, which provided board members a chance to catch up 
and plan our budget for another successful year. Thank you to Tip-Top Daily Market for hosting 
us and to Yafo Kitchen for providing some great snacks.

The month ended with some great news, as Arts+ signed a 50-year lease for the Plaza 
Presbyterian church at the intersection of The Plaza and Parkwood and Mecklenburg Avenues. 
We’re thrilled to officially welcome them to the neighborhood.

And, in March, the Plaza Midwood Social District—the first in Charlotte—officially launched. 
Now, residents and visitors can carry open containers of alcohol within the social district 
boundaries, as long as they are in reusable stainless-steel cups that can only be purchased at 
participating restaurants, bars and breweries. Visit ExperienceMidwood.com for details.

So, a lot has already happened and, as this edition of The Spirit details, there’s even more 
to look forward to in the coming months—from our second PMNA quarterly meeting to 
the Home Tour and Midwood Maynia. These events offer great opportunities to meet your 
neighbors and get involved in your neighborhood.

How else can you get involved? Start by joining or renewing your Plaza Midwood 
Neighborhood Association membership. It only costs $25 a year and is open to everyone who 
lives in the neighborhood. Your membership helps PMNA continue the popular events our 
neighborhood loves, supports our local schools, helps maintain our community garden and 
dog park, plus so much more. You can join by visiting our website, PlazaMidwood.org.

From there, sign up for our monthly e-newsletter for regular updates on what’s happening in 
the neighborhood and follow @PlazaMidwood on Instagram and Facebook.

Keep it going by joining PMNA on the fourth Wednesday in January, April, July and October 
for our quarterly meetings at VanLandingham Estate. These meetings offer discussion on 
matters facing the neighborhood. Meet-and-greet starts at 6:30 pm and meetings begin at 7.

Then there are monthly Land Use meetings, which focus on zoning and development in and 
around the neighborhood. Those take place at 7 pm on the third Wednesday of each month 
at Southern Strain.

If neighborhood beautification is your thing, meet in the parking lot of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church at 6 pm on the third Tuesday of each month for Trashy Tuesdays and help with clean 
up and projects on The Plaza. Or join the Community Garden group for a workday on the third 
Saturday of each month, weather permitting, at 9 am in the community garden at Midwood Park.

Volunteers are regularly needed for our biggest events, so consider signing up to help. If you 
have time for a more significant volunteer commitment, apply to join the PMNA board.

We want Plaza Midwood to remain a place where we all feel connected to our neighbors, our 
local businesses and our community. It takes all of us doing our part, so I urge you to become 
a PMNA member, attend a neighborhood event, help where you can and experience firsthand 
what makes Plaza Midwood the best neighborhood in Charlotte.

Bernie and 
Meghan Petite
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 2024 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) BOARD ROSTER:

Bernie Petit, President & 
Social Media 
Attaberry Drive 
704-813-5315 
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Tanya Wilson, Vice President, 
Land Use & Midwood Maynia 
Club Road 
704-957-0610 
tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Kevin Bohrer, Treasurer 
Belvedere Ave 
225-773-0540 
kevin.bohrer@us.gt.com

Rob Phocas, Secretary 
Kensington Drive 
704-785-1515 
robphocas@gmail.com

Mandy Bean, Schools &  
Midwood Gives Back 
Masonic Drive 
704-302-6702  
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mark Blythe, Home Tour 
The Plaza 
704-807-5288  
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Renee Dial, Marathon Party & Dog Park 
The Plaza 
704-582-3823  
rdial79@gmail.com

Kristen Dyer, Winter Fling  
Ashland Avenue 
704-654-7555 
k10dyer@gmail.com

Joshua Fisher, Transportation 
Logie Avenue 
704-591-1751 
jfisher@cmpd.org

Chad Gambrell, Midwood Park &  
Movies in the Park 
Belle Terre Avenue 
336-269-1380 
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Rusty Gibbs 
Virginia Avenue  
704-345-8209 
rusty@thenicholscompany.com

Joey Guy, Fall Crawl & Dog Stations 
Winter Street 
336-963-2656 
joeyguy21@gmail.com

Robbie Hodge, eNewsletter & 
Web Administration 
Simpson Drive 
me@robbiehodge.com

Adam Lane, Community Garden 
Masonic Drive 
704-402-0400 
lane.benton@gmail.com

Lindsay McCleary, Home Tour & Schools 
Tippah Avenue 
724-456-9638 
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile  
& Adopt A Street/Trashy Tuesdays 
The Plaza  
704-607-2049  
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Lisa Swayne Proud, Membership  
& The Spirit 
Georgia Avenue 
704-941-9519  
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance 
Ashland Avenue 
706-338-8558 
kgsweat@gmail.com

Andrea Wise, The Spirit Ad Sales & 
Winter Fling 
Cramer Pond Drive 
980-939-5487 
dreabenavides@gmail.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio,  
The Spirit Editor 
704-619-1355 
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio,  
Yard of the Month 
Tippah Avenue 
704-361-7772 
urobitsch@gmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!  
Our PMNA board of directors is passionate 
about keeping PM one of the best 
communities in Charlotte. We can use YOUR 
participation! If you are interested, please 
reach out to one of your current board 
members or go to plazamidwood.org for 
more information.
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

It’s spring in Plaza Midwood and that means it’s time for 
our favorite celebrations in the hood and the park.  The 

Home and Garden Tour will feature fabulous stops for you 
to explore—including a post-renovation of the renowned 
Knowlton-Shaw House on Mecklenburg Avenue. As 
someone with a preservationist’s heart, I’m really looking 
forward to seeing the restoration that Ben Salins and his 
partners on this project have completed. Look for the tour 
listing on page 7. And mark your calendars for Maynia on 
May 18. As always, loads of fun, food and great music!

And speaking of great music, I want to recognize my friend 
“Garrett of Midwood” Ladue. This is his THIRTIETH YEAR 
bringing the Maynia music line-up to you! He always finds 
new and interesting entertainers, specializing in local 
musicians. Be sure and thank him when you’re in the park 
during Maynia—he is one of the main reasons Maynia is 
such a marvelous event.

So much info in this issue… Home Tour, Maynia, and a really 
informative article from Lee Robertson about how to find a 
great contractor for updates or renovations to your home.  
Read about new staff members at the Historic District 
Commission. Donate to Holy Trinity’s food pantry; see page 
25. And learn a bit about our new neighbors Arts+ —who 
will be renovating and moving into the Plaza Presbyterian 
Church property; this is a benevolent and important non-
profit in Charlotte—and we are excited to welcome them.

Read more about exploring the idea of helping designate 
Plaza Midwood as an EcoDistrict on page 20. Chris Lakin and 
June Blotnick developed a survey for neighbors to weigh in 
on elements of this process important to them. Learn more 
and get involved.

All of these events, initiatives and new neighbors are the 
things that make PM such a vibrant place to live, work 
and play. I am so proud of the important programs and 
enjoyable activities our PMNA produces and am delighted 
to call this place my home. You may not know but the PMNA 
is considered one of the most engaged and successful 
neighborhood boards/organizations in Charlotte—and is 
well respected by city and county leaders. These folks work 
tirelessly to make sure this continues to be true. Look at the 
roster of PMNA board members in the front of this issue—
and take a minute to thank them for all their hard work.

I look forward to seeing all of you at the Home & Garden 
Tour on May 3 and 4—and at Midwood Maynia on May 18.  
Happy Spring!

Best, 
Terri

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
HAPPENINGS IN 2024

Save the dates for these upcoming PMNA events 
Be sure and check out all monthly eNewsletters in addition 
to 2024 Spirit quarterly newsletters, PM’s website and all  
social media for updates and additions to this list. Dates 
are subject to change.

	 April 24	 Quarterly Meeting

	 April 27 	 Paper Shredding Event

	 May 3 & 4	 Home & Garden Tour*

	 May 10	 Movie in Park: Clueless	

	 May 18  	 Midwood Maynia

	 July 24	 Quarterly Meeting

	 September	 Midwood Gives Back

	September 13	 Movie in Park: Super Mario Brothers	

	September 28	 Midwood Mile Sprint Race*

	 October 23	 Quarterly Meeting

	 October 25	 Movie in Park: GhostBusters Frozen Empire

	 October 26	 Fall Crawl

	November 16	 Marathon Party

	December 19	 Movie in Park: Nightmare Before Christmas
* Ticketed event.  The rest are free!

You may also be interested in these regularly scheduled 
activities:

•	 Community Garden Workshops: Monthly, every third 
Saturday, 9 am till Noon

•	 Land Use Meetings:  Monthly, third Wednesdays, 7 pm

•	 Adopt-A-Street:  Trashy Tuesday, third Tuesdays

Declutter your home by bringing your sensitive documents 
to be securely and professionally shredded—for free. 

If papers or envelopes have your name, identifying details 
or other personal information, stop by and safely destroy 
them. This is the perfect time to bring any of your tax 
documents that no longer need to be archived!
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Plaza Midwood is buzzing with excitement as 
we gear up for the highly anticipated annual 

Home and Garden Tour! Following last year’s 
unprecedented sellout success, we’re anticipating 
another spectacular event.

This year’s home tour promises a diverse array of 
attractions, with the spotlight shining brightly on 
the Knowlton-Shaw Estate post-renovation. Many 
of you may fondly recall its pre-renovation debut 
on the tour back in 2021. From a meticulously 
renovated small bungalow to a sprawling mid-
century style residence, we have a captivating mix 
of old and new awaiting your exploration.

But the fun doesn’t end there. Prepare to be 
charmed by a variety of unique highlights, ranging 
from a speakeasy to a customized camper van—
and even a couple of cool spiral staircases.

As in previous years, several tour locations will tempt your 
taste buds with delectable food and drink samples from 
our favorite local businesses. Charlotte Joy Rides will 
generously provide electric bicycles on a first come, first 
served basis—available at The Vine Church.

We extend our gratitude to our title sponsor, Jeff King 
of Savvy & Co, whose unwavering support has been 
instrumental in making this event possible.

Home Tour Tickets:

$35, with a special 10% discount for PMNA members 
purchasing online during the pre-sale period.

Secure your tickets conveniently online at plazamidwood.
org now, or visit Moxie Mercantile starting April 22nd.

While a limited number of same-day tickets may be 
available at The Vine Church, we strongly advise purchasing 
your tickets in advance to avoid disappointment in case 
of an early sellout. Don’t miss out on this unforgettable 
experience!

Home Tour Committee:

Megan Annitto

Mark Blythe

Drue Bohrer

Renee Bradley

Meredith Hubbard

Lindsay McCleary

Talla Rittenhouse 

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
HOME&GARDEN TOUR 2024

Friday, May 3 from 6 – 8 pm    |    Saturday, May 4 from 10 am – 4 pm

TITLE Sponsor:

PLATINUM Sponsor:

GOLD Sponsors:

Munson Realty Group 
Birdsong Brewing Co.    
High Cotton Home Co.    
Cold Hearted Gelato    
The Bohemian: A Wine Bar   
Marrakech Connection    
Haraz Coffeehouse   
Improper Pig    
Substrate Wine & Vermouth   
Crown Town Landscapes   

The Winfield Group with  
   Compass Real Estate 
Table & Twine    
Moxie Mercantile 
The Salins Group 
The Culture Shop    
Milkbread 
The Holt School of Fine Art 
Arts+     
Southern Strain Brewing Co.    
Midwood Coffee Roasters

Featured Property Photos and Descriptions are on 
following pages.

Tour Map
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  2020 Winter Street | Home & Guest Cottage of Hamilton and Milly Cort

In 1945, the original owner of 2020 Winter Street began a project in the waning days of World 
War II. Notes in the deed refer to the structure as a garage apartment and an intent to build 
a primary residence “after building restrictions” had been lifted. Time passed however, and 
the concrete and brick garage apartment was adapted as a primary residence and eventually 
a rental property. The Corts have enjoyed the experience of meeting several of the former 
residents, learning about its history and ultimately finishing the project of the original builder 
by building a primary structure and converting the home back into a garage in 2021—a mere 
76 years after the project began. The building of the new house was a labor of love for the Corts 
who have lived on the street since 2006. While content in their small bungalow, a growing family, a desire to do more entertaining and passion 
to create something new compelled them to make the move four houses down Winter. The bright open space on the first floor with an adjacent 
porch has been a fun place to welcome family, friends and neighbors. They’re excited to share their home with neighbors and attendees.

  2600 Belvedere Avenue | Home of  Camden Rouben and Amelia Joy Nuwer
Camden and Amelia are excited to welcome you to their home, a 1940s cottage designed 
by Stratton O. Hammon. A native Kentuckian, architect Hammon set high standards for 
residential architecture in his home state (Camden’s also) and across the country, including 
here in Charlotte. Hammon was a member of the Colonial Revival movement and an 
unapologetic traditionalist, eclectically and artfully adapting historic forms to contemporary 
use. Hammon’s original blueprints can be seen fondly on display in the entryway hall. The 
builders of the home picked the plans from a national magazine, McCall’s—as was popular 
during the time of catalog home shopping. Renovations of the home through the years 
have created a unique floor plan which includes a wrought iron balcony and spiral staircase 
added in the 1980s, and the transformation in 2016 of the original motor and coal rooms into an elevated contemporary living room. 
The couple fell in love with the quirky cottage and moved in after buying it in 2021. They have added their own interior design and 
renovation projects—including a greenhouse for their pet tortoise and cactus collection, funky bathroom wallpapers and pollinator-
friendly landscaping. Future plans are under way to build a detached garage designed by boutique design firm Alter Architects.

  2400 Mecklenburg Avenue | Knowlton-Shaw House

The stately Colonial Revival mansion situated at the corner of Mecklenburg and Matheson 
Avenues, renowned as the Knowlton-Shaw House, was originally the residence of James 
Wolcott Knowlton and his wife Marie. Constructed in 1928, it exuded elegance and dignity 
from its inception. James, a Duke Power executive, and Marie were leaders in both business 
and the arts in Charlotte at the time. Victor and Elsie Shaw purchased the home in 1944. Victor 
Shaw served as mayor of Charlotte; though only for one term, it proved pivotal in the city’s 
history. Shaw was instrumental in the building of the country’s first domed coliseum designed 
by noted architect AG Odell, Jr., now known as Bojangle’s Coliseum and Ovens Auditorium. In 
December 2018, Charlotte’s Historic Landmarks Commission and Preserve Mecklenburg, with invaluable assistance from Plaza Midwood’s 
Ben Collins of the Salins Group, found a buyer for the property, saving it from demolition. The Terranova Group purchased the site in February 
2020 and agreed to a preservation easement ensuring the house’s conservation.

Today, the house serves as the centerpiece of Mecklenburg Park, comprised of eight cottages and two newly constructed estate homes 
(one yet to be built), marking a significant preservation success. Ben Collins and architect Sean Green, both Plaza Midwood residents, 
restored the house to its historic grandeur while integrating new living spaces on the third floor and adding a fabulous addition to 
complement the original structure. The result is a phenomenal blend of classic Georgian architecture and modern functionality.

The original design included formal living and dining rooms, a kitchen, a study downstairs, three bedrooms, and two full baths upstairs, 
with permanent stairs leading to a full attic, all of which are being beautifully restored. The cook’s kitchen features a center island with a 
breakfast bar opening to the breathtaking great room overlooking the private yard and expansive patio, as well as the community green. 
A well-planned scullery and drop zone next to the garage have been added. The newly refurbished primary suite preserves the old home’s 
essence while offering a sumptuous retreat expected in modern luxury homes. The third floor, perhaps the most intriguing, retains its 
original quarter-moon windows and cleverly designed ceiling lines, creating a cozy ambiance in the two ensuite bedrooms. 

This project promises to be a shining star in the heart of the neighborhood for years to come, thanks to the team who saved it from 
destruction. The home was featured on the 2021 Home & Garden Tour in its pre-renovation state, and now the Salins Group and Preserve 
Mecklenburg are excited to unveil its restoration.
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  3309 Knowlton Lane | Home of Stephen and Kimberlee Stansbery

This 2022 new construction by the Salins Group is one of eight cottages nestled behind the 
historic Knowlton-Shaw Home (also on tour) which fronts Mecklenburg Avenue. For many, 
this development has been a site of curiosity leaving some wondering how the attached-style 
homes could be introduced while respecting the fabric of the surrounding neighborhood. 
Under the watchful eye of Preserve Mecklenburg, Terra Nova and the Salins Group found their 
inspiration from the formal English-style garden located behind the Knowlton-Shaw home 
that would become the center courtyard for the Knowlton Cottages. With homes facing the 
interior, the new cottages experience an intimate setting of privacy combined with a sense of 
community. Having lived in the neighborhood for more than a decade, the Stansbery’s had been looking for a high-quality maintenance-free 
setting. The Knowlton Cottages offered them a unique opportunity to upsize but with the convenience of downsizing. The interior successfully 
blends old world details and modern aesthetics to create a home that is always described as warm and welcoming. 

  2547 Country Club Lane | Home of Ellen Kelly

Realtor Ellen Kelly is an expert at transforming houses into homes—you might even call it 
her passion. Ellen settled in Plaza Midwood in 2013; this is the fourth location she has called 
home in PM. After living in the house for a short time, Ellen decided to double its size and 
began construction. Only the secondary bedrooms were retained from the original structure; 
they were enhanced with larger windows to give the illusion of more space and an en suite 
was added to one of the bedrooms. She expanded the home from a two bed/two bath to a 
three bed/three and ½ bath layout. Ellen’s design expertise shows in the bold and purposeful 
choices throughout. The renovation, infused with the Midcentury aesthetic, was completed 
early in 2024. An avid art collector, Ellen has curated her favorites to fill every corner of the home. From colorful antique Persian rugs 
scattered throughout, to striking statement paintings and sculptural light fixtures, the art seamlessly integrates into the living space. Ellen’s 
commitment to supporting local artisans shines in the details: custom Moroccan tile in the kitchen by Marrakech Connection/Zellige Tile 
Studio, plaster kitchen range crafted by Polly Dolittle and bespoke window treatments by Lois Plowman/Devereaux Designs.

  2036 Tippah Avenue | Garden of Udo Robitsch and Lisa Springer

Lisa and Udo have lived in Plaza Midwood since 2000. Lisa grew up in Charlotte not far from 
their current home, then moved to Germany for eight years to live with Udo, a German native. 
While there, Lisa was inspired by the lovely gardens rich with flowers. After moving back to 
the US in 1999, they wanted to buy a home where they could cultivate their own garden. Bit 
by bit, they have worked together to transform the “nandina plantation” into their version of 
paradise. Lisa and Udo love the creative process of designing the beds and nurturing their 
growth and maturation. For the past two years they have enjoyed the creative assistance of 
Heather Alexander, owner of Lunar Landscaping. Heather opened up the backyard further and 
created enchanted areas like “Lovers Lane” and “Puppy Paradise”—all areas beautifully illuminated by extensive landscaping lights. They love 
Plaza Midwood because of all the friendly neighbors, dogs, and beautiful gardens throughout the neighborhood. If you happen to pass by 
the house, Udo is quick to offer you a cutting or seedling. Udo and Lisa are also loyal supporters of the Community Garden in Midwood Park.

  2001 The Plaza | Home & Garden of Chris Ellan and Rachel Demeter

Longtime residents of Plaza Midwood, Chris and Rachel were looking for more space during 
the pandemic and happily fell into the opportunity of a lifetime to renovate and move into 
2001 The Plaza. The home has no shortage of stories and history and it was important to 
them to keep the traditional feel of the home while adding modern touches. Taking it down 
to the studs, they reconfigured the original layout to make it more open and functional. 
Reminiscent of the year it was built—1925, they chose deco-inspired color and pattern for 
their design. While Rachel took the reins inside, the backyard space is Chris’ pride and joy 
with a custom garage space for all his “toys.” The entire project took nearly two years and as 
with most construction during the pandemic, things got delayed —and delayed again, even prompting them to move in with friends for 
several months. But they are thrilled with the results and look forward to showing off their labor-of-love project to friends and neighbors.

Midwood Home & Garden Tour, continued 
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  1525 Thomas Avenue | Home & Van of Chris Braund and Karen Van Sickler

When Karen and Chris first saw this home in 2008, it was love at first sight. Since then, they 
have enjoyed updating and improving the property, staying true to many of the Arts and 
Crafts elements of this 1924 bungalow, but also accommodating a more modern lifestyle. 
The exposed rafter ends, bay front window, cozy front porch, and field-stone foundation 
and chimney are all original elements. Renovation work has carefully restored the original 
wood windows and wavy glass, and wherever windows were added, they were custom-built 
to match originals. Previous homeowners expanded the home to around 2,000 square feet 
by adding a bedroom and sunroom, providing a good foundation for a recent major update 
within the existing footprint. A center hall was removed, the kitchen expanded and an awkward space was repurposed between the 
kitchen and sunroom – allowing a peek into the side garden. Great care has been taken to replicate original elements in the renovations. 
The screened porch leads out back to a deck, stone patio, workshop and potting shed retreat. Fun Fact: Also available to tour is Karen 
and Chris’ pandemic project that started as an empty cargo van. They customized it by hand, installing insulation, electronics, walls/floor/
ceiling, plumbing, beds and cabinetry.

  1421 Pecan Avenue | Home & Garden of Paul and Emily Zarbatany 

Paul originally bought this 1930 traditional four-square house as rental property over twenty 
years ago. Soon after, in 2001, he developed the adjacent lots as two quadraplexes housing 
eight condos. In 2009, he and Emily moved in with their 18-month-old son and welcomed a 
daughter in 2013. Over the years they have renovated extensively, including a bedroom/den 
conversion in 2019, complete redesign of both the kitchen and powder room in 2020—and 
the addition of a pool in 2022. Fun Fact: One of the home’s early owners, Jack Cameron, 
owned and operated a sign shop from the basement in the 1950s. Second to his love of signs 
and art was baseball. He is credited with inventing a modern-style padded baseball glove as 
a result of his tinkering. According to The Charlotte News in September 1954, “Jack Cameron was celebrated for his important contribution 
to the sport of baseball.” Paul named the condominiums next door “The Cameron” in Jack’s honor and memory.

  1405 The Plaza | Home of Rodney Hines and Mark Puckett

Mark and Rodney have lived in the area for 12 years and fell in love with this little gem, 
purchasing it in 2020. Located in the heart of Midwood’s Historic District, the streetscape 
begins with a picket fence that perfectly frames this pristine 1930’s bungalow. One of the 
owner’s favorite things to say when describing their home is, “We live in the little yellow house 
with the white picket fence.” A 2015 restoration combines historic charm and trendy amenities 
in the 1300 square foot home. As you step inside, the open floor plan is a blend of old and new 
with refreshed architectural details. The dining area has loads of windows and leads into the 
designer kitchen featuring custom cabinets, quartz countertops along with a chef’s island. The 
owners’ suite features an oversized bath with custom tile work, a double headed walk-in shower and huge walk-in closet. Further extending 
the living space is a large, screened porch with a tongue and groove vaulted ceiling, perfect for the temperate North Carolina weather.

  1833 Sprague Avenue | Home & Garden of Dennis and Negar Iskra 

Dennis and Negar, both architects, met in San Francisco where they truly enjoyed the eclectic 
scene the city offered and relished their small home which included a serene backyard and 
a hidden wine cellar and speakeasy. When opportunity brought them to Charlotte in 2017, 
they intentionally sought a neighborhood with a similar vibe, and a home with opportunities 
to recreate both features. Plaza Midwood was their only choice. Thanks to a very patient 
realtor, some diligent homework, and a bit of luck, they found their bungalow on Sprague 
Avenue—where they saw an opportunity to recreate some of what they left behind. The 
home was live-in ready—at least on the inside. The backyard, however, was steeply sloped 
and impossible to maintain, or enjoy. And, the crawlspace, though surprisingly tall, was the typical PM dirt surface. That’s where the 
adventure began. After many, many truckloads of fill and rock, the backyard was transformed into a retreat, complete with a putting green 
and bocce court. The crawlspace was expanded, now featuring a small wine cellar room. With these changes, and many thoughtful design 
touches, the original house was transformed into a home designed for the enjoyment of friends and great company. 
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HOW DO I FIND A (GREAT) CONTRACTOR?
by Lee Robertson

If you live in Plaza Midwood, chances are you live in an older 
house that needs renovations. And if that’s the case, then how do 

you know how to find the right contractor to do the work for you?

For almost a decade, I’ve represented contractors and homeowners 
alike in a range of disputes. Along the way, I’ve developed a list of 
things that homeowners can do to make sure that, when it’s time to 
hire a contractor, they find the right one. 

I’ve outlined some of the most important considerations below.

1.	  Check the Contractor’s Qualifications
Under North Carolina law, in order to complete a project that 
costs more than $30,000, the contractor must be a general 
contractor licensed by the North Carolina Board of Licensing 
for General Contractors. $30,000 seems like a lot of money, but 
when it comes to a renovation project, it goes quicker than you 
think it might. And, sometimes, what starts off as a small project 
quickly turns into a much larger one. The first question you should 
always ask is whether or not the contractor is actually licensed. 
Or, if the contractor is licensed, whether or not there have been 
any complaints filed against it (or him or her). The best way to do 
this is to give the North Carolina Board of Licensing for General 
Contractors a call (919-571-4183) or online (https://www.nclbgc.
org). The Board can confirm both a contractor’s licensure and 
complaint status.

2.	 Bonded and Insured?
You’ve probably seen contractors who advertise that they’re 
“licensed, bonded, and insured.” But what does that actually mean? 
Ask to see certificates of insurance. Make sure the contractor 
carries general liability coverage and has a completed operations 
endorsement. Insurance policies aren’t warranties—so they won’t 
warrant the contractor’s work. But a good insurance policy can be 
helpful if the work has to be redone.

3.	 Insist on a DETAILED Contract
Contractors aren’t always the best at preparing contracts. But it’s 
probably the most important part of the project, because the 
contract answers questions about the type of work that will be 
completed, the timeline, the costs, and the frequency of those 
payments. The bigger the project, the more important the contract. 
Most construction disputes revolve around a consideration that 
should be controlled by the contract. If the dispute isn’t resolved, a 
court will use the contract (in whatever form it is) to decide who is 
right. Even if the contractor doesn’t have a contract for you to sign, 
you can always provide your own. It’s worth spending time and 
money at the outset developing a contract that protects your rights.

4.	 Ask for Recommendations
A good contractor should have a history of satisfied customers. 
Ask for a list—and then call those people. Explain that you’re 
interested in hiring their former contractor and if they’d be willing 
to share their experiences with you. Ask candid questions of those 
references, and whether or not they’d hire the contractor again. 
You’ll be surprised what you can learn.

5.	 Online Reviews
Check out online reviews. It’s a great way to learn about a 
contractor’s general reputation. If there are bad reviews, don’t 
be afraid to ask the contractor to explain why. Sometimes it’s a 
legitimate concern and sometimes it’s just crazy.

6.	 Hire a Consultant
In large projects, hiring an independent consultant to provide you 
with an honest assessment of the progress and quality of the work 
is really important. Most of us don’t know the first thing about 
construction, and a consultant (often another general contractor) 
will be a great resource.

7.	 Don’t Pay Everything at Once
Only agree to a contract that provides for regular progress 
payments as work is completed (and approved). You’ve probably 
heard the expression “robbing Peter to pay Paul.” Often, that’s the 
case with contractors, especially the unscrupulous ones—they’re 
using the money they receive from you to finish up the project 
before yours, and they’ll use the money they receive from the next 
job to finish yours. The best way to avoid this trap is to ensure that 
you only pay for work as it’s completed and approved. Don’t agree 
to use a contractor that requires total payment up front, no matter 
the size of the job. And, the more money you can withhold until 
the final payment, the better. That will ensure the contractor comes 
back to finish your job.

8.	  Lien Releases
Make sure that a condition of each progress payment is the 
contractor’s waiver of liens. A good attorney can help you create a 
strong lien waiver form—and in exchange for each payment, the 
contractor should waive its lien rights and the lien rights of any of 
its subcontractors.

9.	 Talk to the Contractor
Make sure you’re staying in regular contact with your contractor. 
You’ve probably heard that the squeakiest wheel gets the grease. The 
same is true with contractors. A contractor is going to have a number 
of projects going on at the same time. Make sure your project is 
always its priority. The best way to do that (other than withholding 
payment) is to talk to them, ask questions, and stay involved.

10.	See a Lawyer
Sometimes, despite your best efforts, and the contractor’s best 
efforts, things just don’t work out. That’s okay. But don’t waste 
time—as soon as you feel like the relationship with your contractor 
is souring, go see a lawyer. A good construction lawyer can help 
assess the situation and guide you on what you can do. If the 
project can be salvaged, the right lawyer may be able to navigate 
you through the process. But if the relationship is too far gone, 
then you’ll already be ready to take things to the next level if 
necessary. The larger the project, the higher the stakes, and the 
more likely people turn to litigation to sort out their disputes. Don’t 
wait until there’s litigation before you hire a lawyer—have a good 
one on your side from the start.
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PM Recognizes…

A TIRELESS VOLUNTEER AND NEIGHBORHOOD LEADER
~  JIM TRUCHON  ~

by Bernie Petit

Plaza Midwood has grown and expanded its reach 
over the past several years, from the addition 

of bike lanes on The Plaza and artistic utility box 
wraps throughout the neighborhood to larger 
community initiatives and events.

Neighbor Jim Truchon, who rolled off PMNA’s 
board at the end of 2023 after six years of service, 
has been part of that maturation process.

He and his wife Tracy moved to Plaza Midwood in 2016 
as empty nesters looking to downsize. He joined the PMNA 
board a year later, after learning about it at a community event.

“Since I didn’t know anybody in the neighborhood, I thought 
that being on the board would be a good way to meet people 
and also be involved,” he said. Little did he know just how 
involved he would become.

As a new board member, Truchon said he was amazed by 
former PMNA presidents Renee Bradley and David Hale. “They 
would just constantly come up with new ideas and they had 
boundless energy,”  Truchon said.

Truchon jumped into board service, chairing Winter Fling—the 
annual fundraiser to support PMNA neighborhood initiatives 
—in his second year. After a pandemic-induced hiatus, Fling 
moved back to The VanLandingham Estate under Truchon’s 
leadership. “There had been requests in the past for a more 
formal affair,” he said, “so VanLandingham was very generous 
with us to allow us to have it there.”

He also chaired or co-chaired Midwood Maynia, the Plaza 
Midwood festival welcoming warmer weather, for three years 
during his board tenure.

Maynia and the Home & Garden Tour were split in 2023 
after occurring on the same weekend for years. Both events 
have grown significantly in size and attendance. The move, 
Truchon said, allowed for the number of volunteers needed to 
successfully produce and staff both.

Last year, Home Tour sold out for the first time and Midwood 
Maynia had a higher attendance than ever.

“The feedback we got was great,” he said. “People were able to 
attend both events when in the past, some found it hard to do 
because they were on the same day.”

Truchon also served as PMNA board president last year, which 
coincided with the organization’s 50th anniversary. The year 
brought a “Signs of Plaza Midwood” exhibit to Plaza Midwood 
Library, celebratory Plaza plaques for PMNA members to hang 
outside their homes and an incredible summertime Tiki Party in 
the backyard paradise of Alana and Mike Estramonte.

Truchon credited PMNA board member Lisa Swayne 
Proud for leading the 50th anniversary festivities. 

He also recognized Proud and Joey Guy, both past 
PMNA presidents, for convincing him to serve 
as board vice president and then president. 
Wes Turner, Truchon said, was responsible for 
elevating PMNA’s neighborhood events by 

revamping the organization’s sponsorships. 

His biggest supporter and confidante was and 
remains Tracy, whom he routinely bounced ideas off of 

and who became a tireless PMNA volunteer in her own right.

Being on the PMNA board “made me realize how passionate 
people are about Plaza Midwood and its history,” he said. “I got 
to see firsthand the generosity of the neighborhood.”

This year, Truchon was tabbed to be the community 
representative for the recently launched Plaza Midwood Social 
District—the city’s first social district.

“In that role,” he said, “I will be the community’s voice to the 
(Social District) committee to help address any concerns we 
have as a neighborhood.”

The Social District is the latest example of the neighborhood’s 
continued growth and another way for Truchon to do what he’s 
done the past six years—serve Plaza Midwood residents.

EASTER EGG HUNT
Despite a last minute date change due to iffy weather, 
the Egg hunt in Midwood Park on  March 24 was great 

family fun!  Thanks to all who participated!
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WINTER FLING WAS A ROARING GREAT TIME
by Kristen Dyer and Andrea Wise

Winter Fling 2024 is in the books—a roaring success raising 
$8K for the PMNA General Fund!

Thanks so much to everyone who attended the Gatsby Gala 
sponsored by Scott Hartis! 

In recent years, money raised from this event has helped 
support our neighborhood schools, charities and events, our 
summer Movies in the Park series, community garden, and dog 
stations around the neighborhood. This year we were able to 
expand the limited in person attendance to 200 neighbors and 
friends of Plaza Midwood. We were also able to offer the silent 
auction virtually to increase inclusion in the event.

In addition to the 21 swell silent auction baskets, swinging DJ, 
twenties-inspired menu and cocktails… and dazzling décor, we 
also had a few surprises in store. As guests entered the Gatsby 
mansion, their first stop was a 360 photo booth. Guys and dolls 
loved this new feature creating a custom video memory of the 
night to share! To further surprise and delight, guests enjoyed 
mingling in a large tent with glistening café lights and a (candy) 
cigarette raffle girl. 

Thank you to our event sponsor Scott Hartis, Best Impressions 
and VanLandingham Estate, That Guy Smitty, Have a Blast 
Experiences, Cara Collective, and all the amazing supporters 
in and around Midwood. And a very special thank you to our 
wonderful silent auction donors! We could not do any of this 
without you!

2024 Silent Auction Donors:
The Bohemian

The Common Market

Charlotte Country 
Club

Bechtler Museum of 
Modern Art

Fig Tree

Infinity Medspa & 
Wellness

Wendy Swanson

Modish Nailspa

The Aesthetic 
Concierge

U.S. National 
Whitewater Center

Drip IV Wellness & 
Medspa

E2M

Live Nation

David Hale

Rare Roots 
Hospitality

Opera Carolina

Spirits of Alchemy

Bird Song Brewing 
Co.

FS Food Group

Club Pilates

Mood House

K.C. & Jeff Blackwell

PMNA Home Tour 
Committee

Udo Robitsch & Lisa 
Springer

Troubled Sister(s)

Nectar

Pamela Grundy & Will 
Stephens

Inner Peace 
Acupuncture 

Corepower Yoga

Burial Beer Co.

Charlotte Checkers

Woof Gang Plaza 
Midwood

Nancy Martin

Pampered Pets Inn

Four Dogs Pet 
Supplies

Charlotte Football 
Club

Hotel Refuge

Pilot Brewing

Thirftpony

The Underground 
Truffle 

Cheers!  
Your 2024 Winter Fling Committee – Co-Chairs Kristen Dyer & 
Andrea Wise and Committee Member Louise Leonczyk



SPRING 2024 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org 13

SpiritThe



14

SPRING 2024 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org

SpiritThe

Contact me today and let's discuss a plan tailored specifically to the sale of
YOUR home!

704-661-3173 www.RobertDulin.com Robert@RobertDulin.com

My powerful Marketing Strategy gets RESULTS! It will work for your home, too!

We appreciated Robert’s expert guidance throughout the process of 
selling our house of 28 years.  He knows the Charlotte market and it 
shows!  We followed Robert’s advice on prepping the house and yard 
for sale.  We had 18 showings and five offers within 24 hours, all at 
or above asking price. The final offer was more than we could have 
ever expected: $100,000 over asking price!

- Tom Cole and Carol Hartley,
2201 Winter Street

“

“

MOVIES IN THE PARK  
2024 LINE-UP

~ with Fun and Games 
Before the Main Event ~

from Chad Gambrell

Some of our favorite summer events in Plaza Midwood 
are the Movies in the Park, produced by your Plaza 

Midwood Neighborhood Association. 

So much more than just movies

Come for the movie—and the popcorn and games. We’re 
partnering again this year with Aurora Star Lit Cinema to 
bring you arcade games, music and concessions before 
each movie.

Concessions will be available for purchase.  

But the popcorn is on PMNA – free for neighbors!

Bring a lawn chair, a blanket and your family and friends for 
a great time and terrific entertainment in Midwood Park.

•	 Friday, May 10, 8:30 pm: 
Clueless (PG13)

•	 Friday, September 13, 7:30 pm: 
The Super Mario Brothers Movie (PG)

•	 Friday, October 25, 7 pm: 
Ghost Busters Frozen Empire (NR)

•	 Thursday, December19, 6:30 pm: 
Nightmare Before Christmas (PG)
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ARTS+ OFFICIALLY MOVES TO PLAZA MIDWOOD
Lease Signed for Plaza Presbyterian Property

Arts+ president and CEO Devlin McNeil (left) signs 50-year lease for Plaza 
Presbyterian Church property as Julie Hill, Presbyterian’s council  moderator 
looks on.

It’s official! Arts+ signed a 50-year lease for the Plaza 
Presbyterian Church property on Thursday, February 29. 

The property will house the Arts+ administrative offices and 
programs, as well as function as a community resource for 
other organizations.  

They anticipate a three-year upfit of the property, but are 
excited to bring music and visual arts programming to Plaza 

Midwood in various ways during the planning and construction 
phases of the future hub. 

And, yes, a playground is included in the plans!

Here’s a little info about our new neighbor:

•	 The organization began as Community School of the Arts.

•	 Arts+ is committed to their mission to unleash creativity, 
transform lives and build community through outstanding 
and accessible arts education. Arts training helps 
students with problem-solving skills and critical thinking, 
empowering them to succeed in other life areas.

•	 Their goal is to make excellent arts education available 
to students of all ages, skill levels and socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

•	 Arts+ reaches 4,500 students annually through music and 
visual arts education.

•	 Nearly half of those 4,500 students pay reduced or no 
tuition thanks to extensive outreach programs, financial 
aid and community partnerships.
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JORDAN ALLEY

Back in 2021, when we were still in the throes of the Covid 
pandemic, and the Home and Garden Tour was truncated 

down to just a garden tour, the homeowners between 
Kensington and Chestnut Avenues got together and came up 
with a unique way of exhibiting the community spirit PM is 
known for—and a way to rally together with a party like no other.

Garrett Ladue and several of his neighbors were chatting a few 
weeks prior to the tour and what began as, “Hey, let’s have an 
alley party,” quickly evolved into, “Hey, why don’t we have an 
alley party as part of the Garden Tour?” After a quick conversation 
with Renee Bradley, the tour committee chair at the time, the 
committee ran with it and a new celebration was born.

The neighbors worked for weeks sprucing up the alley with 
new gravel and landscaping.  There was a huge crowd for the 
Garden Tour Alley Party; they all enjoyed great music and food 
—and camaraderie. Garrett remembers, “It was wonderful to 
see everyone out again during those tough times.”

Recently Garrett added another milestone to the alley.  He 
surprised his neighbor Andrea Lorusso this past Christmas by 
applying to have the alley officially named—in honor of her 
parents, Bobby and Wanda Jordan.

The Jordans lived at the corner of The Plaza and Chestnut 
for many years and walked down the alley daily to visit their 
daughter and her young family on The Plaza at the corner of 
Kensington, next door to Garrett. They have both passed on now.

Garrett wanted to honor the Jordans and had always wanted to 
name the alley and get a street sign—so this seemed like the 
best way to accomplish it all. 

Jordan Alley now officially runs behind the homes along The 
Plaza from Kensington to Chestnut Avenue. Just goes to show 
how a little ingenuity can bring a meaningful new element to 
the everyday. Thank you, Garrett.



SPRING 2024 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org 17

SpiritThe

•	 Start at  
The Vine  
Methodist 
Church  
(2101 Belvedere 
Avenue)

•	 Left on  
Belvedere

•	 Cross Midwood 
Place

•	 Down Ashland 
Ave.

•	 Left on 
Kensington Ave.

•	 Left on Winter St.

•	 Left on  
Wilhelmina

•	 Finish in  
Midwood Park
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PET PARADE ROUTE

MIDWOOD MAYNIA 2024 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

from Tanya Wilson

Saturday, May 18   |   10:15 am – 6:30 pm

MIDWOOD MAYNIA PET PARADE: Gather & Blessing: 10:15 am. 
Parade starts: 10:30 am.

It’s a 30 year tradition ~ kicking off Maynia 2024 once again is 
PM’s beloved Pet Parade.

Gather on the front lawn of The Vine for a blessing of the pets 
before parading into Midwood Park at 10:30 am.  The Vine’s 
Pastor Tosh Jenkins will offer the blessing at 10:20 am.

Join one of PM’s favorite sons—Grand Marshall Ken Riel.  Come 
out for this special brand of Plaza Midwood fun and nostalgia.  
If you prefer not to parade, you can cheer the paraders along 
and offer water for the four-legged ones.

All pets and their humans are eligible.  No registration fee.  

IN THE GARDEN:  1 pm – 3 pm
•	 1:30 - 3:30 pm –  Children’s Stepping Stone Art Project:  

Make stepping stones for the community garden to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the garden. Kids loved it 
20 years ago!

•	 2 - 3 pm – Earth-friendly Gardening & Landscaping: Join 
neighborhood expert Don Boekelheide for ideas and tips

FUN IN THE PARK:  11:30 am – 6:30 pm  
Food, cold beverages, lots to do and great music.
•	 Beer by Birdsong Brewery  /  Wine by The Bohemian

•	 1:30 pm Appearance by Checker’s mascot, CHUBBY

•	 Vendor Village:  Learn about community initiatives, buy 
art, meet local businesses.

•	 Food Trucks:  Bush Craft BBQ, King of Pops, Mariah’s Taco 
Spot, Pizzeria Di Cicco

KIDSWOOD IN THE PARK:  11:15 am – 2:30 pm   
Kid-oriented fun!
•	 Storytime with the Plaza Midwood Library:  11:15 am

•	 Bounce House and Slide, Face Painting, Balloon Artist

MAYNIA MUSIC:  Another fantastic line-up from PM  
Music Guru Garrett Ladue
•	 12 noon: Ellie Morgan  –  Soulful Pop

•	 1:30 pm: Mike Strauss Band  –  One of Midwood’s 
favorites; Americana/Folk

•	 3:00 pm: Groove Masters  –  Jazz

•	 4:30 pm: Cody Lane Band  –  Country

•	 6:00 pm: Catching Venus  –  Femrock
We want to give a huge shout out to Garrett of Midwood!  
This is his 30th year on the job! Thank you for making Maynia 
so much fun for so many years!

VOLUNTEER:  If you’d like be part of the Maynia team, visit www.
plazamidwood.org and sign up to volunteer. It’s great fun!

Many Thanks to Our Event Sponsors:
TITLE Sponsor: Platinum Sponsors: 

Gold Sponsor:  The Jeff King Team/Savvy & Co

Pl
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Plaza Midwood’s Certi�ed Luxury Home Marketing Specialist™

Scott Hartis Broker/Realtor® NC & SC | (704) 756-7862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com 

• LISTING IN HIGH END NATIONAL 
   PUBLICATIONS, LIKE WALL STREET 
   JOURNAL, ROBBREPORT, & 
   MARKET WATCH.*
• 3D VIRTUAL TOURS

• VIDEO PREVIEWS

• DETAILED FLOOR PLANS & 
   MUCH MORE. 

THE AGENT YOU CHOOSE MAKES ALL 
THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR EXPERIENCE 
& YOUR SALES PRICE.

Find out more about Scott, 
why he should be your agent, and 
how the way he markets your house 
boosts the sales price. 

• PUTS UP A YARD SIGN 
• UPDATES THE HOUSE LISTING

• CASHES THE CHECK

The image has been altered to protect the 
identity of the totally fake agent that only 
exists to make our point :)

-VS-LISTING WITH 
SCOTT 

LISTING WITH AN 
AVERAGE AGENT

*Availaible for houses with an estimated sales price of 
more than $600,000.
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE
by Christine Sheil

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the 
third Saturday of each month between 9:00 am and noon. 
The more volunteers we have, the earlier we get done. 
Children and youth are welcome!

Finding a Place for Native Plants
Growing native plants can feel almost rebellious. While 
big garden centers are starting to carry more native 
plants, there is still a tendency in the landscaping world 
towards a certain set of reliable old standards. 

Finding a good source of native plants means searching 
out local native plant sales and specialist retailers. 
Maybe it’s the local nature of these places, or maybe 
it’s the passion with which gardeners get into native 
plants, but in my experience, shopping for native plants 
provides the same feeling of camaraderie as when I head to 
the farmer’s market: ask a question and you’re almost certainly 
bound to get into an engaging conversation. 

Native plant enthusiasts love native plants and will happily help 
select the best plant for your site, problem-solve, and just share 
what’s caught their attention lately. It’s a lovely community to 
be a part of when you’re learning.

Native plants connect to the history of our area
By prioritizing native plants in your garden, you embrace the 
flora of our area, connecting your little patch of plants to the 
larger landscape and ecological history of our piedmont region 
of North Carolina. It is a gesture of pride in the ecological essence 
of the piedmont when you add native plants to your garden. 

Choosing native plants doesn’t mean you necessarily have to 
go for a “wild” and unkempt garden aesthetic (although you 
may end up there). The right choices of native plants can be 
used in many different garden styles.

Traditional Southern Garden: If you find yourself drawn to 
southern gardens, you may already be familiar with a few 
native plants. Southern magnolia and flowering dogwood 
are two beloved flowering trees that have long been a part 
of gardens in the South. Azaleas are also a mainstay of many 
southern gardens. And while the evergreen azaleas are from 
Asia, deciduous azaleas (which lose their leaves over winter) 
are native. Plant flame azalea for its stunning orange flowers, or 
smooth azalea for its fragrant white ones.

Cottage Garden: Cottage gardens are a delight, with their 
informal, overflowing and flower-centric abundance of plants. 
Taking a cue from piedmont meadows, a cottage garden could 
incorporate mounds of blue wild indigo, brown-eyed Susan, or 
blazing star—alongside clumps of purple coneflower or stokes’ 
aster. Blue sage, wild sweet William, and garden phlox are also 
great choices. Cottage gardens could also take slightly more 
vigorous vines like climbing aster or purple passion vine.

Contemporary Garden: Modern or contemporary gardens 
prize clean lines and interesting shapes and textures. 
Buttonbush is a native shrub with amazing spherical blooms. 
Ornamental grasses such as pink muhly or purple lovegrass 
have seedheads that catch the winter light in a particularly 
attractive way. Our native eastern red cedar (actually a juniper) 

comes in a variety of shapes and sizes, and the tall and 
narrow ‘blue arrow’ cultivar would fit right in with the 
more formal lines of a contemporary garden.

Pollinator Garden: Pollinator gardens are similar 
to cottage gardens, but prioritize feeding bees and 
butterflies. A good pollinator garden has something 
blooming from March through October, and maybe 
even beyond. Spring-blooming natives include 
eastern redbud and crossvine. Woodland flowers like 

Dutchman’s breeches, bloodroot, and common violet are just a 
few good early sources of nectar. Summer blooming pollinator 
magnets are mountain mint, milkweed, purple passionvine and 
tall bellflower. Swamp sunflower, boneset, native goldenrods, 
and native asters provide a much-needed food supply for 
migrating butterflies in the fall.

Woodland Garden: Shaded spaces under large canopy trees 
are often seen as problem areas, but woodland gardens can 
be calming and lush—and a little bit magical. Eastern red 
columbine, woodland phlox, Dutchman’s breeches, and Virginia 
bluebells are lovely spring-blooming flowers. Taller flowers 
include the summer-blooming black cohosh or tall coreopsis. 
Ferns are another beautiful choice: cinnamon fern, broad 
breech fern, and lady ferns are native to the NC piedmont. 
Understory trees and shrubs like pagoda dogwood and wild 
hydrangea add layers to a shady spot. And if you’d just like 
grassy groundcover, try Pennsylvania sedge, a shade-tolerant 
native grass suitable for low-traffic areas.

Container Gardens: Even if you don’t have space for a full 
garden, you can grow native plants. Blue mistflower, yarrow, 
bee balm, and butterfly weed are all gorgeous native plants 
that would do well in pots or raised beds in sunny places. 
For shaded porches, foamflower, coral bells, or woodland 
stonecrop have lovely little flowers and interesting foliage. 
Mix a variety of plants to ensure long-lived interest, as many 
flowering natives have a short blooming period. Add texture 
with ferns and sedges, and don’t be afraid to experiment!

For more information, plant descriptions, and growing 
resources, check out the NC State extension website on native 
plants (https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/extension-gardener-
handbook/12-native-plants) and the NC Native Plant Society’s 
website, which has an amazing plant search tool (https://plants.
ncwildflower.org/). 

Visit gardens, like the UNCC botanical gardens and our own 
community garden in Midwood Park, to see what is blooming 
at a particular time of year, and be inspired to add to your own.

Happy Gardening!
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ECO NEIGHBORHOOD
by Chris Lakin

“We have to fight climate change like we actually want to win!”

- Jagmeet Singh, Canadian politician

In the last edition of The Spirit, we introduced the idea of 
exploring Plaza Midwood as an EcoDistrict, combining the 

elements of sustainability, social equity, and reduction of our 
carbon footprint. 

To get a snapshot of where we are, and thus help guide us 
on where need to go, we put out a survey to assess current 
eco practices and neighbors’ interest in moving further along  
this path. 

The responses we received were instructive—and much 
appreciated!  There are areas we already seem to be doing well 
with—alternative modes of transportation, landscaping and 
house cleaning habits, and LED light bulbs, for example.

And there are those efforts we can definitely improve upon, 
such as less use of gas for heating/water heating, more solar, 
and more use of County recycling centers. 

The survey also revealed a very strong interest in a coordinated 
neighborhood effort to advance our environmental viability 
and vitality—with almost 90% of respondents answering “Yes” 
or “Maybe.” In view of that, a planning meeting of interested 
people was held in March in order to gather ideas, determine 
next steps, and coordinate efforts. 

We will report the outcome of that in our next column. 

In the meantime, we are continuing to gather names and email 
addresses of all who are interested. Regardless of whether 
or not you completed our survey, please contact Chris at 
clakin01@gmail.com. 

To learn more about EcoDistricts visit Partnership for 
Southern Equity and go to their case studies page: https://
justcommunities. info/casestudies-stories-from-the -
neighborhood/ 

Our hope is that this movement, in keeping with the Plaza 
Midwood tradition of accomplishment, will engage all of us and 
produce meaningful, lasting changes. – Chris Lakin & June Blotnick

•	 Family Story Time:  Weekly on Tuesday and Wednesday at 
10:30 am

•	 Mindful Journaling:  Offered first Wednesday of each 
month at 6 pm, first Thursday of each month at 11 am, or 
online the last Thursday of each month at 11 am

•	 Plaza Midwood Library Writing Group:  Meets the second 
Saturday of each month at 11 am

•	 International Book Club for Millennials:  Meets on the 
following dates:  April 27, June 1, and June 29 at 10:30 am

•	 Memoir Writing Workshop:  Offered April 17 at 6 pm or 
April 18 ONLINE at 11 am

•	 Picture Book Writing Workshop:  (Part I and Part II), April 
13 and April 27, from 2-4 pm

•	 Book Sale:  May 4, 9 am-1 pm

•	 Summer Break Reading 2024:  June 1 - July 31JOIN OR RENEW  
YOUR MEMBERSHIP AND

SUPPORT PMNA!
PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG 

PMNA  
QUARTERLY  

MEETING
Wednesday, April 24  

at The VanLandingham Estate
•    6:30 – 7 pm: Pre-meeting Mixer    

•    7 - 8 pm: Meeting 

Please join the PMNA for our April quarterly meeting!

June Blotnick will discuss Eco Districts and answer 
questions about this intriguing idea.

The meeting will also include an update on the Social 
District.

This is your chance to learn about what’s happening in the 
neighborhood and connect with PMNA board members 
and neighbors.  

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

compiled by Anne McKinney
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NEIGHBORS
MAKE THE

BEST
REALTORS®

We live and work in 28205.
That not only makes us experts, it means
we care.
 

Proper Presentation + Complimentary Staging +

Expert Marketing = The BEST outcome! 

Your full service Realtors®, covering the entire

Charlotte region with care. 

704-819-0710

bobby@nestlewoodrealty.com

BOBBYSISK.COM

BOBBY SISK

WILLIAM ARCHER

RODNEY HINES

BOBBY SISK HOMES TEAM
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Certified

Your pets will find it here...
             

Proud to be Charlotte’s only Fear Free Certified Practice
www.queencityanimalhospital.com 704.703.1414
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HOW A GARDEN CLUB, THE VANLANDINGHAM ESTATE  
AND A BRIGHT RED DOUBLE-DECKER BUS  

CHANGED THE FUTURE OF PLAZA MIDWOOD
by Mark Stephens

Editor’s Note: We often take for granted the picturesque, friendly and cohesive neighborhood we live in. We love strolling the streets of 
our historic district and appreciating the beautiful homes and the efforts our neighbors have put into restoring and maintaining the 
homes and streetscape of this area in order to preserve some of the history of Charlotte, especially as so much of it is disappearing from 
the city’s landscape. But for a few of our longtime residents, this is the culmination of their hard work to ensure that this became reality 
for Plaza Midwood. In the 1970s, the future of the neighborhood was in doubt—and faced a reality far different than it has become. 

As we celebrated the PMNA’s fiftieth anniversary last year, and many stories of early neighborhood leaders’ efforts to stave off the 
destruction of our residential status came to light, we shared some of the highlights with our readers. But the actuality of the desperate 
situation and the efforts to change the trajectory in place involved so much more. Mark Stephens, one of those early advocates for 
change, shares this more detailed account of the story:

It was 1978 and two of our founding leaders, Mary Anne 
Hammond and Fran Gay, brought a proposal to the fairly new 

Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association board that would 
call for rezoning portions of our neighborhood in an effort to 
address several concerns facing the area at the time.

The board had already been discussing how to deal with 
unwanted changes to the neighborhood infrastructure, how 
to the protect the area’s significant historic properties and the 
possible plans by the City for the replacement of single-family 
homes with other development. 

Despite what seemed the inevitable downward zoning 
changes in use, Plaza Midwood was actually experiencing 
a revitalization as new homeowners moved in, resulting in 
significant investment in existing homes—as well as the recent 
establishment of the PMNA (in 1973).

Board proposal outlined ambitious goals

The new proposal from Mary Anne and Fran was to review 
our current “pattern” zoning and, working with City planners, 
to change that zoning to align with the actual usage. Sounds 
simple. But it was a daunting task.

This was viewed as a first step to address several potential 
problems. Early zoning in Charlotte assumed a “standard 
pattern of development”—regardless of whatever use was 
already in place. 

For Plaza Midwood, this meant the following:
•	 The areas facing Central Avenue, and along portions of 

The Plaza, were zoned Commercial/Industrial starting 
at the railroad tracks. And while that zoning was mostly 
consistent with the current usage, areas along The Plaza 
were residential, and this was a major concern as this 
housed the majority of the historic properties.

•	 Single family homes on cross streets along Central Avenue 
might be in jeopardy.  The streets impacted by a zoning 
change would include Pecan, Thomas, Chatham, Club, 
Morningside and others.  

The entire board began planning and working on gathering 
information that would help us protect the neighborhood that 
we lived in and loved. 

We identified several tasks that needed to be performed, 
developed a plan and volunteered for tasks. We began working 
towards our goal of making sure the neighborhood zoning 
aligned with the current usage and assured that the character 
and unique history of the neighborhood was protected. 

PMNA members worked on a comprehensive plan

We began working with Charlotte’s planning staff to become 
more knowledgeable about the existing zoning and the zoning 
process. Luckily, we received invaluable assistance from Dave 
Howard and others in the planning department.

After becoming more educated we began the following:
•	 Specifically identifying all the properties where the current 

use did not fit with the “pattern zoning” that was in place;
•	 Educating and enlisting our neighbors in the effort;
•	 Meeting with, educating and receiving support from 

City Council members. We received significant help 
and support from Betty Chafin Rash, our City Council 
representative.

•	 Planning our presentation to the Council and others.

It was time to present the plan to city council and media

After gathering the data for our presentation, we wanted to 
emphasize the historic importance of Plaza Midwood. And 
we knew it would require a unique display to really get the 
attention of city leaders.

We went to the Charlotte Council of Garden Clubs who leased 
the VanLandingham Estate from UNCC. Our plan was to rent 
the space but, after hearing the purpose for the rental, they 
immediately offered the space for free and offered to provide the 
catering as well. Everyone was eager to help with these efforts.

We next approached WBTV to rent their red English double-
decker bus that they used in promotions and events back in those 
days. They offered to provide the bus and the driver for free.

We were ready. 

We greeted the City Council members, the mayor and the 
media at VanLandingham and all boarded the double decker 

continues on pg. 24



24 plazamidwood.org

SPRING 2024 of PLAZA MIDWOOD
SpiritThe

bus. This began our neighborhood tour down Belvedere to 
Hawthorne where we met our first obstacle. We had failed to 
account for the railroad bridge over Hawthorne, so we quickly 
turned around, re-routed and continued the tour through the 
streets of Plaza Midwood.

There was much discussion during the bus tour about the 
zoning request and when we returned to VanLandingham, 
there was even more discussion. Everyone enjoyed the food 
and rum punch prepared by the Garden Club members.

Plaza Midwood leaders were heartened by the interest, 
questions and support Council members showed, indicating 
their support for our proposed zoning requests.

After everyone except the PMNA board members had departed, 
we moved to the side porch and relaxed, congratulated 
ourselves on the apparent success of such a large effort, told 
a few tall tales, laughed a lot, and finished off the rum punch.

Zoning requests approved — sparking more successful 
efforts to come

There was significant follow-up to prepare and submit the 
zoning change request and to present the formal request to 
City Council for approval. The Council approved the rezoning 
requests, and the rezoning was implemented. All of our hard 
work had paid off!

This was the first of several major efforts over the next 
decade or so that solidified PMNA’s position as an important 
community organization well-respected by civic leaders. These 
efforts, bolstered by significant input from UNCC’s School of 
Architecture, included:
•	 The development of a small area plan for the 

neighborhood;
•	 Establishing a local historic district zoning overlay with 

significant leadership from neighborhood architects and 
other residents;

•	 And the development of a small area plan for the business 
district.

This initial grass roots effort by Midwood’s early leaders set the 
tone for the future—as many opportunities for advancement 
have been identified and supported that continue to make 
our neighborhood better and more livable. Whether it’s parks, 
schools, traffic, crime, or other areas of concern, we have a 
long history of working together to make those changes and 
improvements for the benefit of all residents.

Mark Stephens is a fifty year resident of Plaza Midwood and a charter 
PMNA board member, serving on the board from 1974 until 1979, 
and as vice president in 1979. Mark also served as board member 
and as chair of the Land Use Committee—as well as the PMNA 
representative to the Business District Committee from 1992-1995.

Plaza Midwood History, continued 
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FAITH COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

We are blessed here in Plaza Midwood to have several faith 
options nearby to us.  The Spirit is pleased to bring you 

calendar and event information for our  
neighborhood churches. 

Infant Headshape, Physical, 
Occupational, Speech and Feeding 
Therapy, CST, Cranial bands. 
Tummy Time and more classes.

A holistic and thorough approach. 
Infants through the early years.

341 north caswell road, charlotte, nc, 28204  

7300 carmel exec. park drive, ste 125, charlotte, nc 28226

704-379-7773 • carolinakinderdevelopment.com

HOLISTIC AND THOROUGH APPROACH
SINCE 2006 

Graphic design services for print and web

Contact Mary E. Clark
704.458.7789

email: creativeskystudioinfo@gmail.com
web: creativeskystudio.com

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1900 The Plaza		
•	 Sunday Worship Service:  11 am.  

•	 Food Pantry:  Please bring your donations of canned or 
packaged food and personal care items Monday - Friday 
from 9 am until noon. 

	 The Pantry is open from 9 am - Noon on Tuesdays and 
Thursday for distribution.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program 
or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.
htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348. 

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
•	 Worship Services:  11 am.  Every week.  

•	 Parents Day Out Preschool:  Midwood Baptist is offering 
this ministry to provide a safe, nurturing place for 
preschoolers to grow spiritually, physically, cognitively, 
emotionally, and socially—focusing on developmental 
and age-appropriate activities, while providing a spiritual 
foundation. 

	 Registration forms are available on the church website 
under the Children’s tab.

	 For any other information, email midwoodpreschool@
gmail.com.

	 References available on request.
For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or 
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.org 
or call 704.376.8944.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community 
2101 Belvedere Avenue
•	 Sunday Worship Services:  11 am,  every week. 

•	 Pet Parade Blessing of the Pets:  Saturday, May 18, 10:15 
am. Join Pastor Tosh for a blessing of the pets before they 
parade through the streets for Midwood Maynia.

The Vine’s doors, lawn and heart are always open to the 
community and are grateful to call Plaza Midwood home.  
Please reach out to Pastor Tosh at tjenkins@wnccumc.net with 
any needs.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at TheVine 
Charlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348, ext. 202.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT UPDATE
Meet New HDC Staff Members

by Jen Baehr

HAPPY SPRING FROM YOUR HDC! 
Up until recently the Historic District Commission team was 
running on somewhat of a skeleton crew…  and now for the first 
time in several years, we are back up to full staff with the additions 
of planner Jen Baehr, project coordinator Elizabeth Lamy and 
administrative assistant James Faucette. With these recent 
changes we would like to introduce our new team members.

Jen Baehr, originally from Maryland’s eastern shore, first came 
to Charlotte in 2010 to attend UNC Charlotte. She received a 
Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from UNCC and a Master of 
Science in Historic Preservation from Clemson University. 
Before starting with the City of Charlotte, Jen was a planner 
for the City of Lake Forest, Illinois, a community about 30 
miles north of Chicago. Jen has always been interested in how 
buildings are constructed and what they can tell us about the 
people that built them. She looks forward to spending time in 
Plaza Midwood and the rest of Charlotte’s historic districts in 
the coming months and hopes to meet many of you.

Elizabeth Lamy is originally from Asheville and moved to 
Charlotte in 2003 to attend architecture school at UNC Charlotte. 
Elizabeth first started working for the City of Charlotte ten 
years ago as a housing inspector for Code Enforcement and for 
the last seven years she has been rehabbing houses for low to 
middle income households with the City of Charlotte’s Housing 
and Neighborhood Services. During her time there, Elizabeth 
managed several major rehabs of homes that were built 
between the 1920s and 1950s. She is excited to join the HDC 
team and work with residents to improve their properties while 
maintaining the vibrant character of Charlotte’s historic districts.

James “JT” Faucette was born and raised in Charlotte. In 2021, 
he graduated from UNC Chapel Hill with a Bachelor’s in Political 
Science and Public Policy. He first started working with the City 
of Charlotte in 2022 as an office assistant for CATS Rail and 
ended up supporting every branch of CATS before starting with 
the Planning Department in November of 2023. He is excited to 
see how the City works with property owners to preserve some 
of the most beautiful neighborhoods in the area.

The HDC team is thrilled to have a full staff again and look 
forward to working with all of you.

As the weather gets warmer, many people start thinking about 
making updates to their homes and yards, and if you live within 
the district, remember that some work affecting the exterior of 
your home or yard may require review by the HDC.  Below are 
reminders of what needs what kind of approval.

Any exterior change to a property within a designated local 
historic district requires a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). 
Certain minor projects including new garden sheds, fences, 
driveway changes, and tree removal may be approved by HDC 

staff. Larger projects such as painting previously unpainted 
brick, major additions, and the removal of healthy trees are 
reviewed by the full Commission at meetings held each month.

Ordinary repair and maintenance projects do not require 
review and approval, provided the work does not result in any 
change to the design or material. If you are uncertain whether 
your project will require review, feel free to contact us and we 
will be more than happy to discuss the details with you. It is 
much better to check first.

As a resident of Plaza Midwood, your role in the HDC process is 
critical and your input is valued by the Commission. Residents 
are encouraged to attend the HDC monthly meetings to speak 
for or against proposed projects. 

Please keep in mind that comments made during the public 
monthly meetings should be limited to how a project does or 
does not meet the Historic District Design Standards (these can 
be found on the HDC website). 

HDC meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each 
month in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Government Center. 
A workshop is held at noon and the public hearings for new 
projects follow at 1 pm.

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out to HDC staff with 
questions. We always welcome conversations with property 
owners. You can email us at charlottehdc@charlottenc.gov.

New HDC Team Members (from left to right) Elizabeth Lamy, JT Faucette, and 
Jen Baehr
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Experience Real Estate Excellence with 
Midwood’s Top Firm* and Top Agent.**

Contact Ken to discuss a customized Home Showcase Plan. 

917.301.9511  |   KEN.RIEL@COMPASS.COM  |   KENRIEL .COM 

*Top Brokerage by Sales Volume 2023. **Most SFH sold 1/15/23-1/15/24-MLS Canopy.
  Ken Riel is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. If your home is listed with a broker this is not intended as a solicitation.

Excellence begins with Ken’s Home Showcase Plan.   
Join the 145+ sellers that have used this concierge-level 
service. It’s proven to sell your home faster, for a higher  
price, with ease. Looking to buy...we’ve got you covered too!
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Interested in advertising? This magazine reaches approximately  
3,000 households whose residents prefer to shop, dine in and  
support Plaza Midwood businesses. The Spirit is published quarterly 
in January, April, July and October. Advertising deadlines  
are listed on page 3.

Full Page (Vertical only: 7”w x 8.75”h)......................................... $550.00
Full Page – Color, Premium Placement...................................... $750.00
Half Page (Horizontal: 7”w x 4.375”h 
OR Vertical: 3.375”w x 8.75”h)......................................................... $275.00
Half Page – Color, Premium Placement..................................... $400.00
Quarter Page (Vertical only: 3.375”w x 4.375”h)......................... $140.00
Business Card (Horizontal only: 3.375”w x 1.85”h)........................$85.00
10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), standard or premium.  
Additional 10% for first-time ads for PMM member businesses.  
Standard ads are B&W. Premium placements may not be available.A
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TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by Apr 12, 2024

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.

Companion Animal Medicine, General and Orthopedic Surgery,  
Digital and Dental Radiography, Therapeutic Laser, and In-House Ultrasound.

Sara Keb, DVM  •  Lauren Birch, DVM  •  Alexis Fisher, DVM  •  Anne LaSpina, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave • Charlotte NC 28205 • 704.370.0767 • www.commonwealthah.com


