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2020
QUARTERLY
MEETINGS: 

January 23
April 23 cancelled

July 23 cancelled

October 22 cancelled

7:00 pm
at Resident Culture  

Taproom – Barrel room  
2101 Central Ave

Meet & Greet starts 6:30 pm

We look forward to  
seeing you when we can 

resume meetings!

Fall 2020
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Continued on pg. 6

INSIDE:

Around the Crown 10K  

Truist Time Trials  

pg 8

YAD Highlights  

pg 12 

Thomas StrEATery 

pg 17

and more

REMEMBERANCES OF HALLOWEENS PAST:
by Melba Newsome

For most of my life, I hated Halloween and railed 
against it as a stupid, illogical celebration. What 

else would you call dressing up in macabre cos-
tumes and going door to door to violate the iron 
clad rule we learned as children—don’t take candy 
from strangers?

That all changed in 2004 when I spent my first Hallow-
een on the corner of Belvedere Avenue and Winter Street. 

It was surreal. Here, the entire street seems to be engaged 
in some kind of ghoulish arms race trying to best one an-
other with the most elaborate decorations and handing out the 
most candy.

The street is blocked off from Belvedere to Kensington, drawing as many as a thousand trick-
or-treaters to this combination street festival and costume fashion show. Some are returning 

visitors and others, having heard that this is the place to be, want to see if it lives up to the 
hype.

Honoring the 
“Witch of 
    Winter Street”

Doris Castevens in 
her Halloween best, 
sharing a cackle with 
husband, Joe. 

Doris and Joe 
pose with some  
   Winter Street  
       neighbors. 

Nov 3
ELECTION DAY!

Polls open from  
6:30 am-7:30 pm 

PLEASE VOTE! 

Dec 6-12
AROUND THE 
CROWN 10K

Truist Time Trials 
Camp North End

Late Sept - Mid Nov
THOMAS STREATERY!

Outdoor dining on Thomas Avenue between 
Commonwealth & Central Avenue.  

See page 17 for details.
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Online Event
MIDWOOD GIVES BACK

Annual Food and Supply Drive 
See page 7.
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W H Y  G O  L O C A L ?

WE ARE YOUR LOCAL HVAC EXPERTS! 

K E E P S  J O B S  L O C A L    |    B U S I N E S S E S  T H R I V I N G    |    C O M M U N I T Y  G R O W I N G

H O N E S T  |    R E L I A B L E    |    K N O W L E D G E A B L E

WWW.RUDYCOOLS.COM    (704)491-0362

704.837.8480 P pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

P
Now Offering 

Implant Placement 
In-Offi ce

Conveniently Located, 
Across Central Ave. 
from Harris Teeter

P

com
, NC 28205

Extended Morning 
and Evening Hours 

Now Available

P

1308-F 

Implant Placement Implant Placement 

Michael C. Farmer, 
DMD, FICD, PA

J. Everett Case II, 
DMD

Learn about the extra precautions 
we are taking to protect you during 

COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com
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Spirit Staff:

Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager: 
Renee Dial

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Photographer: 
Tod Carleson

Contributors:
Rev. Garry Baldwin
Beth Blackwood
Renee Bradley
Renee Dial
Phil Gussman
Kristi Harpst
Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun
David Hale
Pastor Emily Hartner 
Cindy Kochanek
Kristin Mockler
Ali Mullins
Melba Newsome
Lisa Swayne Proud
Brad Ritter
Susan Shackleford
Wes Turner
Jeff Wheeler

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to 
spirit@plazamidwood.org

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines:

The Spirit newsletter is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the dead-
line. Copy received after the deadline  
date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2021:

WINTER ‘21 issue ......Dec. 5, 2020 

SPRING ‘21 issue ......Mar. 5, 2021 

SUMMER ‘21 issue .... Jun. 5, 2021 

FALL ‘21 issue ...........Sep. 5, 2021 

PMNA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Wes Turner

2020 has been a rollercoaster of a year, with each 
month bringing a new mind blowing event or 

challenge. Fortunately the PMNA and its board mem-
bers have been rock solid! 

Our board has continued to ideate and innovate ways 
to improve our neighborhood during a time when in-
novation is required. We saw new initiatives come to 
life during this time with the 2020 graduation parade, 
Covid Relief Fund, virtual events, Black Lives Matter 
yard signs, little libraries donations and town hall dis-
cussions. We have also still been able to accomplish 
many of the annual initiatives such as Midwood Gives 
Back, neighborhood beautification projects, teacher’s 
appreciation, street and sidewalk improvements, e-
newsletters, The Spirit magazine and many more.

Speaking of The Spirit, I would like to highlight two neighbors who have quietly 
been producing the best neighborhood magazine in Charlotte for a very long time: 
Terri Arrowood and Melissa Schropp. I have had the pleasure of meeting with Terri 
and Melissa every quarter for the past three years. This magazine is so much more 
than 26-32 pages of neighborhood information. As the PMNA board members 
cycle in and out every few years, Terri and Melissa are constants in the production 
of this publication. I have seen several PMNA board members and other community 
leaders reach out to them to tap into their knowledge. We are very lucky to have 
them and I would love to give them a resounding bravo for their hard work.

This December I’ll be signing off as the PMNA president. When I joined the board 
three years ago I wasn’t sure what I could add, but it was very easy to get sucked 
in to the good work our board does and I am sure glad I‘ve been able to contrib-
ute. In my time as president, I’ve gotten to work with and meet some of the city’s 
most enthusiastic leaders, like the mayor, our elected city council officials, nonprofit 
directors, and local small business owners and developers. I’ve also been fortunate 
to meet some of the most passionate neighbors who truly want to make our neigh-
borhood and city a better place. Most importantly though, I’ve made many friend-
ships that will continue long after I’ve left the board. 

It’s been eye opening to see how many people are engaged in making our neigh-
borhood a better place.

One of those people and our most tenured board member, David Hale, will have 
completed his sixth year on the board this December. Our by-laws force board 
members to roll off after that time; however I have a hard time believing he will stop 
his efforts in making Plaza Midwood a better place. If you see him around, make 
sure you stop and chat him up with a beer (or many beers) to thank him for his 
many and continued contributions to our neighborhood. He’s earned it!  And in my 
last sentence as president, I just want to say, “Thank you David!”

Wes

PMNA President Wes Turner, wife 
Brit and daughter Jude..
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 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) 2020 BOARD ROSTER:

Wes Turner, President  
& Fall Crawl 
2015 The Plaza
336-830-2105 
weskturner@gmail.com

Lisa Swayne Proud, Vice President  
2836 Georgia Avenue 
704-941-9519 
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Brooks Shelley, Treasurer 
2301 Belvedere Avenue 
704-307-6231 
brookss@alsdersgateccrc.com

Joshua Fisher, Secretary,  
Winter Fling & Silent Auction 
1728 Logie Avenue 
704-591-1751 
j�sher@cmpd.org

Mark Blythe, Home Tour 
2119 The Plaza 
704-807-5288 
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Kristin Butz, Neighborhood Schools 
Liaison & Christmas Balls Workshop 
1914 Dunhill Drive 
216-557-6896 
kirstin.k.butz@gmail.com

Benjamin Cuevas, National  
Night Out 
1620 Pecan Avenue 
704-840-0920 
rbc1201@gmail.com

Samantha Cook, Social Media 
1617 Brook Road 
704-303-7057 
samse418@icloud.com

Renee Dial, Midwood Gives Back 
2009 The Plaza 
704-582-3823 
rdial79@gmail.com

Joey Guy, Midwood Maynia 
2215 Winter Street 
336-963-2656 
joeyguy21@gmail.com

David Hale, Communications 
1827 The Plaza 
858-405-8280 
davidmhale@gmail.com

Rebecca Ham, Web Administration 
1504 Parkwood Avenue 
843-609-7524 
rebecca.lindsey.ham@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile & 
Movies in the Park  
1511 The Plaza 
704-607-2049 
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Udo Robitsch, Community Garden 
2036 Tippah Avenue 
704-361-7772 
urobitsch@gmail.com

Christine Sheil, Midwood Maynia  
& Transportation 
1514 Mimosa Ave. 
christine.r.sheil@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Fall Crawl Permits  
& Insurance 
1900 Ashland Avenue 
706-338-8558 
kgsweat@gmail.com

Jim Truchon, Winter Fling &  
Midwood Park Management 
2855 Georgia Avenue 
704-995-4124 
jimtr@live.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Of�cio 
Newsletter Editor 
704-619-1355 
tarrowood@hotmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU! 
Plaza Midwood is a neighborhood 
with a long tradition of volunteerism 
and public involvement. Our PMNA 
board of directors is passionate 
about continuing to make PM one 
of the best communities in Char-
lotte. We can use YOUR participa-
tion. If you are interested, please 
reach out to one of your current 
board members or go to plazamid-
wood.org for more information.
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

I wish I was writing this to tell everyone how great Fall Crawl 
and Trunk or Treat will be this October… or how the light-

ed balls workshop and Running of the Balls 5k are shaping 
up…or how our faith community is planning for the holi-
days with carols and midnight services… or about any other 
of a number of valued and loved traditions that we have 
long taken for granted in this close-knit community of ours. 
But COVID just keeps on giving in its insidious way—keeping 
us home, preventing much social interaction and upending 
so many of our seasonal activities, not to mention our day-
to-day life.

However, I’m optimistic. I do think we’re learning to make 
the best of this crazy time. We’ve transitioned a lot of our 
meetings and community gatherings online and are still 
managing to make progress with many of our initiatives. 
Check out articles about Town Hall meetings and transpor-
tation projects. And an updated Faith Calendar, as some of 
our churches are gradually planning to resume in-person 
gatherings later this year.

There are even plans in place for Thomas StrEATery, an out-
door dining experience that allows patrons to enjoy their 
favorite restaurants outdoors—and in the street no less—as 
safety protocols are relaxing a bit. 

And an actual road race at Camp North End planned for 
December 12 is on tap for runners who have sorely missed 
competition running. PM neighbor Brittany Yoho is spear-
heading this effort. See page 8.

Yes, it’s true that 2020 has been challenging, but—as ever 
—Plaza Midwood has risen to that challenge—and more! I 
even think that having to use our creativity more than nor-
mal has given rise to lots of new and innovative ways to con-
nect, neighbor, give and yes, thrive. I know a lot of folks are 
saying that they believe they are closer to their friends, fam-
ily and community than ever before. So… take that, 2020!!!

I must also remind everyone how important the election 
this November will be for our future. Not that I think 
there’s anyone who doesn’t already know this… but I’m 
compelled to add my reminder. SO PLEASE VOTE THIS 
NOVEMBER 3! If you aren’t comfortable voting at your 
precinct, please plan early to complete a vote by mail 
ballot. For more information, visit www.meck.gov/BOE.

And now, here’s my traditional sign-off for our fall maga-
zine… Once again, it’s hard to believe that another year has 
come and almost gone—and this is the last issue of The Spirit 
for 2020. 

This year more than ever, I hope you and yours have a won-
derful autumn and Thanksgiving… and joyous holiday sea-
son—and that you are safe and well for the New Year. 

Best, Terri
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Remodeling • Painting • Handyman • Room Additions • Renovations

Landscaping • All Types Cleaning • Carpentry • Tree Work • Roofing

Plum
bing & Electrical • Hom

e Inspections • Ceram
ic Tile • Power W

ash • Leaf Proof  Gutter System
s

Robert Heyward
Home Repair & Renovations

704/364-3591 Free Estimates www.robertheyward.com

rhcllc1051@aol.com
30 years in Business • No Job Too Large or Too Small

I am the one person to talk to directly about all of your home and yard 
needs, from room additions to handyman; from painting to plumbing & 
electrical;  from tree removal to regular yard care; from roof repairs to 

brickwork; wood repairs to ceramic tile. Workers are fully insured.
We have Excellent References that can be contacted. These are just a few:

 Gaby Shaw 2343 Vernon Drive 704-562-2021
 Tom & Millie Cox 6503 Shannon Hills Road 704-556-0604
 Susan Shackelford  1712 Tippah Avenue 704-371-4600 
  & Melissa Miles
 Leigh Cotter 2114 Ferncli� Drive 704-497-0214
 Marilyne Morenz  1925 Tippah Avenue 704-372-2848 
  & Myrna Hodges
 Robert Dulin Keller Williams Realty 704-661-3173

BBB
A+

Rating
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Witch of Winter Street, continued from cover

Halloween on Winter Street is as festive as Christmas and, 
while there are differing accounts of how this over-the-top 
tradition got started, everyone agrees that this current ver-
sion dates back to 1989. When Hurricane Hugo ripped 
through the Carolinas on September 29th, it left more than 
700,000 residents without power for weeks and forced 
many schools and businesses to close for much longer.

But most agree that experiencing Hugo together also ce-
mented a bond among the residents and led to the current 
Halloween tradition. There’s also consensus about who led 
the charge.

“I have only one word: Doris,” says Deb Craig. “It was her 
favorite holiday. Some crazy person tried to drive up the 
street at a pretty good clip, so someone came up with the 
idea of blocking off the street so the children and parents 
would be safe.”

Every year, Doris Castevens gathered the signatures to close 
the street, spent weeks making costumes for her family 
and dogs and designing intricate costumes for herself. She 
carved jack-o-lanterns, transformed her house and yard into 
a horror show complete with a coffin with a “body” that 

rose from the dead and hosted a chili after-party for the 
neighbors.

Winter street festivities also serve as a homecoming for peo-
ple who have moved away. Cindy Grier and her family left 
the neighborhood in 1997 but have come back for Hallow-
een every year since. “We were always invited to come back 
with the boys to trick or treat. When they were young, their 
reference point was Doris, the ‘nice witch with the chili.’”

For the second year in a row, this hallowed Halloween tradi-
tion may be upended. Last year, torrential rain shut down 
the trick-or-treating. This year, we must find a way to cel-
ebrate in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, and with-
out Doris. In July, the Witch of Winter Street succumbed 
after her four-year battle with lung cancer.

“Doris’s legend continues with all of the children she helped 
raise, and the next generation she nurtured and loved,” 
says Buffie Stephens. “Those memories will be passed on 
and shared with their own children someday.”

In the meantime, we will carry on Winter Street’s magical 
spookiness in her honor.
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CENTRAL SQUARE UPDATE
by Lisa Swayne Proud

Crosland Southeast and Nuveen Real Estate are still in 
the design process of Phase I for the Central Square 

project—which includes the main existing shopping cen-
ter and parking field, and are working towards conceptual 
renderings. 

The Phase I portion will add apartments and office space 
to the existing retail, with an upgraded façade, in an inte-
grated site plan currently being finalized. The plan focuses 
on providing shoppers and neighbors a pedestrian-driven 
streetscape with activated storefronts from ground-level re-
tail facing both Central Avenue and the new “Main Street” 
spine road, which will provide a connection from the traffic 
light at Clement to Commonwealth Avenue.

The goal is to ultimately create a pedestrian and bike-
friendly destination with a style that complements the dis-
tinctive character of the neighborhood. The team will work 
towards getting permitted drawings by the end of the year 
to begin “moving dirt” in the first quarter of 2021. 

Based on feedback from the survey the developers sent to 
Plaza Midwood residents, they are moving forward with a 
plan to preserve the two-story vintage buildings near the 
train tracks. Close to 90% of respondents said they sup-
ported additional density closer to Highway 74 that would 
allow the preservation of these structures. 

To that end, they are moving forward with a filing for a 
TOD-UC (Urban Center) zoning for a two-acre portion of 
the site adjacent to 74 and Pecan, calling this part of the 
project Phase II. The developer maintains that this zoning 
will allow them to integrate with the future Silver Line Light 
Rail, leverage the skyline views and build enough density 
needed to keep the vintage buildings intact so they can be 
kept as a focal point and central gathering place in the plan.

They are continuing to monitor the market to see the im-
pacts of COVID-19 on demand for the various uses—apart-
ments, office space, hospitality and retail space, in able to 
adapt the plan for Phase II accordingly.

ADJUSTS TO COVID IN 2020
by Renee Dial

Every September, Plaza Midwood neighbors fill bags with 
groceries for our annual food drive, Midwood Gives 

Back. Last year, our community donated more than 3,200 
pounds of food for Second Harvest Food Bank. 

Unfortunately, 2020 has been anything but typical, which 
means that our annual giving can’t happen as it usually 
does. But the need is greater than ever.

So PMNA wants to help those that COVID has affected the 
most. With an increase of families whose children are miss-
ing school meals as well as seniors who are being asked to 
stay at home, and hard working individuals impacted by 
the decrease in work hours or layoffs, donated funds are 
helping them stay afloat.

This year we have changed to an online charity drive— with 
donations made directly to Second Harvest. For every dol-
lar you donate, Second Harvest is able to provide seven 
pounds of food to those in need.

Our goal for this year is to raise $5,000 for Second Harvest, 
ensuring more than 30,000 pounds of food goes to hungry 
people in Charlotte.

In addition, The Vine is accepting donations of school sup-
plies. Items can be dropped off at any time on the front 
porch of the church at 2101 Belvedere Avenue.
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The Around the Crown 10K Truist Time Trials run through 
neighborhoods near Camp North End.

THE REAL DEAL —  
TRUIST TIME TRIALS
December 6 - 12 at Camp North End
by Susan Shackelford

If you’re eager for a real running/walking event— not 
just a pandemic-inspired “virtual” one—Plaza Midwood  

resident Brittany Yoho may have just the thing for you:  
the Around the Crown 10K Truist Time Trials.

Starting Sunday, December 6, and going through Saturday, 
December 12, the trials will begin and end at Camp North 
End and run through nearby neighborhoods. The event of-
fers a virtual option as well and benefits Partners for Parks, 
RunningWorks and Carolina Farm Trust.

“Our goal is to make it as much of a race-day experience as 
possible,” says Yoho, the event’s sponsorship director, and 
a three-year Stratford Avenue resident with her husband, 
Miller, and their one-year-old son, Asher. “We have this al-
ternative experience where runners will have race-morning 
jitters and will cross the finish line with the feeling of having 
accomplished something.”

For COVID-19 safety, participants will sign up for a specific 
start time, with a maximum number of runners/walkers 
per time slot. Slots will be 30 minutes apart, and each 
participant will be given a chip that records his or her time.

Yoho is working closely with race director Brian Mister and 
his wife, Chelsea, on the event. The format grew out of 
industry research and conversations with sponsors. “There 
is a good deal of burnout, not wanting to run around the 
neighborhood again and get a shirt and a medal,” says 
Yoho, who like Brian and Chelsea, is a runner. “The allure 
and appeal is dying down.”

The Truist Time Trials consist of four options: 
• the Truist Time Trials (10K, $40 per person); 
• the Virtual Truist Time Trials (10K, $30); 
• a 50K Challenge ($60), for those who want to run/

walk the course five times throughout the week; 
• and a Second Chance choice ($10), to run/walk the 

course another time to try to beat your first time.

Organizers also hope to have a Kids’ Challenge. “We are 
working hard to make sure we are confident that our 
main event will be safe and executed to the highest level 
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Runners celebrate finishing the Around the Crown 10K in uptown  
Charlotte last year.

In 2019, Around the Crown 10K held an event by the same name that 
attracted more than 4,800 to run Charlotte’s inner loop (I-277).

before adding the kids’ event,” says Yoho, speaking in mid-
September.

Sustainability is a key feature of the trials. Organizers en-
courage participants to bring their own hydration and will 
provide a banana in each participant’s event packet. There 
will be an on-site spot for banana peels and other com-
postable materials. Each participant will receive a T-shirt 
made of recycled materials.

Around the Crown 10K also made sustainability a prior-
ity with its debut race by the same name on Labor Day 
Weekend in 2019. The September 1 event drew more than 
4,800 participants to run the inner loop near uptown (I-
277), closed to traffic during the race. The event generated 
more than $20,000 for charity and was held in partnership 
with the Charlotte Sports Foundation.

Yoho and her fellow organizers hope to attract 3,000 par-
ticipants over the course of the week in December to the 
Truist Time Trials. They feel confident since about 2,600 had 
already signed up by mid-September for the next Around 
the Crown 10K event. “We are hoping to introduce our 
runners to different neighborhoods and bring some interest 
to that area,” Yoho says.

Editor’s Note: Participants can sign up for the Truist Time Trials 
at https://aroundthecrown10k.com. Sponsorships are available 
by emailing Brittany Yoho at sponsor@aroundthecrown10K.com.

Shamrock kids in their learning spaces! 
From top left, clockwise: Alessandra and 
Lucy Foy-Marfalla, Wyatt Jones (doing 
PE), Lucinda Michaud, Grey Perry (pick-
ing up CMS lunches), Eleanor and Cora 
Kabakoff. 

Shamrock Gardens Elementary (SGE) be-
gan this school year in a way it never 

has before: remote learning for all scholars. 
To ensure all scholars could participate in 
remote learning access, SGE was able to 
provide computers or tablets to every stu-
dent.

However, in addition to having comput-
ers, it is imperative that all scholars also 
have access to quality computer equip-
ment in order to participate in SGE’s re-
mote learning program.

Recognizing this need, SGE has reached 
out to the community to help provide as-
sistance with high-quality headsets with 
microphones to promote students’ on-line 
learning success.

If you would like to support these SGE 
scholars, simply go to https://www.sham-
rockpta.org/invest-in-your-school, where 
you can make your donation. 

SHAMROCK GARDENS REMOTE LEARNING NEEDS
by Beth Blackwood

Time Trials, continued from previous page
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NEIGHBOR SURVEY—YOUR INPUT NEEDED
Water Tower, Green Space, Parks and More
by David Hale

CFS PLANS THREE-SCREEN COMMUNITY CINEMA
by Brad Ritter

There’s nothing more exciting or more intimidating than 
a blank canvas, so PMNA is asking neighbors for their 

help in deciding how we’ll fill in the wide open green space 
near the water tower on Beacon/Marguerite/Stratford 
streets, part of a project that will bring some great ameni-
ties to the neighborhood.

PMNA has partnered with Charlotte Water to lease this 
space for the next seven years, and our goal is to start 
implementing plans in early 2021. Before we get to that 
though—we need to decide what those plans will look like!

Creating a new urban park space has tons of possibilities 
—from a community vegetable garden to play equipment 
to a dog park. 

We discussed the entire project and answered neighbors’ 
questions in a virtual meeting in August, which you can 
find at PlazaMidwood.org/projects-initiatives/watertower, 
along with some rough sketches and, most importantly, a 
neighbor survey.

We want neighbors to give us as much feedback as possible 
on what they do and do not want to see in this space, so 
we can finalize a design and get to work on building.

Have questions? Want to get involved? Just email us at 
info@plazamidwood.org.

It is with great excitement that the Charlotte Film Society 
announces the first steps towards opening our own three-

screen cinema. This has been a personal goal of mine, but 
also an organizational goal since the Charlotte Film Society 
lost our home at the Manor Theatre in 2005.

The new Charlotte Film Society Community Cinema will act 
as the cultural gathering place for all community film orga-
nizations in Charlotte and the surrounding areas. We will 
offer the same great film programming that the Manor had, 
and by adding the third screening room we will have the 
flexibility to expand upon the Manor model. Being a 501(c)
(3) non-profit, we will be able to provide an affordable space 
to other local film organizations, and plan to also expand 
the educational component of our programming.

The new Charlotte Film Society Community Cinema will 
be in an ideal location that is poised to become an arts 
destination. Tony Kuhn and the folks at Flywheel Group are 
creating the Trailhead District around the Sugar Creek LYNX 
Blue Line stop. The cinema will be one of the pillars of this 
emerging arts district.

About The Charlotte Film Society: Founded in 1982, the 
Charlotte Film Society is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion dedicated to providing a choice in moviegoing experi-
ences. The Charlotte Film Society’s primary mission is to 
bring foreign, classic and independent films to Charlotte 
that might not otherwise screen here. 

For more information about the Charlotte Film Society or 
to donate to the Community Cinema project, please visit 
www.charlottefilmsociety.org or bit.ly/CFSCinema.

Brad Ritter is a Plaza Midwood neighbor, CFS president and was 
the long-time manager of the beloved Manor Theater.

Cinema rendering courtesy Flywheel Group / Odell

The large green 
space adjacent to 

the water tower on 
Beacon Street, as it 

is currently.
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HIGHLIGHTS
September 7, 2020

From whimsical to political, 
joyful creativity was abundant 
throughout PM and beyond in 
the annual celebration of Yard 
Art Day! Huge thanks to  
Deborah Triplett & Tom Petaccia 
for their work in organizing 
this always uplifting event. We 
especially needed it this year!

Photos courtesy Tom Petaccia.
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Fea tu r ed Area Li s t i ngs

GENEVIEVE WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE  |   704.774.8686  |   1200 The Plaza  |   Charlotte, NC 28205  |   GWCLT.com    

1531 Tippah Park Ct.
3 BED/2.5 BATH • $557,500

2321 Barry St.
3 BED/2.5 BATH • $539,000

1715 Matheson Ave.
4 BED/3 BATH • $499,000

1411 Ivey Dr.
4 BED/3 BATH • $750,000

3510 Card St.
5 BED/3.5 BATH • $650,000

FOR SALE

1832 Nassau Blvd.
3 BED/2.5 BATH • $620,000

FOR SALE SOLD

SOLD UNDER CONTRACT SOLD
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•  *ON ORDERS OF $20+ •

#IGOTAFEELFORTHEPEEL

$5 OFF  YOUR FIRST 
 APP/ONLINE ORDER

WWW.TAPANDPEEL.COM

YOUR SUPPORT THROUGH COVID-
19 IS OH SO APPRECIATED!

UPDATES
 

PHASE 2  HOURS:  
MON- CLOSED

TUES-THURS & SUN -11  AM-9 PM
FRI & SAT -  11  AM-10 PM

 
NEW MENU ITEMS:

FAMILY MEAL DEALS
AT HOME PIZZA MAKING KITS

BEER & WINE TO-GO
 

NEW DELIVERY OPTION:
WE'RE SWITCHING FROM
UBEREATS,  DOORDASH &

POSTMATES.  JOIN US!
DOWNLOAD THE PIZZA PEEL APP.

BEER & WINE TO-GO!
•  ORDER ONLINE OR VIA OUR APP •

1600 CENTRAL AVE.  

•  FOLLOW. LIKE.  TAG.  SHARE.  •

*

MY WALKING DOODLE DIARY
by Ali Mullins

Ali Mullins is an artist living in Plaza Midwood. An elementary school teacher by 
day and avid doodler by night, she continues to document her daily quarantine 
walks by illustrating her beautiful neighborhood for all to enjoy.
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PLAZA MIDWOOD  
COMMUNITY GARDEN 
UPDATE
by Jeff Wheeler

CREPE MYRTLES HAVE THE 2020 BLUES TOO
For most of us, 2020 hasn’t been a banner year. Unfortu-
nately, many Plaza Midwood trees are in the same boat. The 
Crepe Myrtle is a staple around here—from the grand dis-
play along The Plaza’s Midwood Mile median, to splashes of 
color-pop in many of our yards. This stalwart of the south-
eastern United States has historically been a pretty resilient 
and low stress tree. Well, not anymore. About ten years ago, 
an aphid-like parasitic insect originating in Asia appeared on 
crepe myrtles trees in Texas. By 2018, the pest, known as 
Crepe Myrtle Bark Scale, had made its way to North Carolina. 

I didn’t notice Crepe Myrtle Bark Scale in Plaza Midwood 
until this spring—but wow, it has hit us hard. You’ll know 
your tree has it when the bark (and anything under the tree 
like your porch or other plants) turns black with a moldy, 
sooty-like dust. This black dust is, well, excrement from the 
bugs sucking the sap out of your tree. Take a closer look 
and you will see lots of tiny white specks on the trunk of 
the tree—those are the little Bark Scale insects feasting on 
your tree’s sap. They generally start at the top of the tree 
and as they populate will cover the full trunk. You also may 

see some larger white fluffy looking bugs crawling on the 
trunk—those are good guys—they feast upon the bark 
scale. Circle of life, as they say. 

Considering the large population of Crepe Myrtles in Plaza 
Midwood, this won’t be an easy pest to conquer. That said, 
there are ways you can help your trees to both prevent and 
kill existing infestations. If your tree already has a serious 
problem, you can spray the trunk with a contact insecticide 
with the active ingredient bifenthrin. This will kill on contact 
and is a starting point for trees overtaken with scale. 

A better treatment (which you may also use as a preventa-
tive measure) is applying a systemic drench containing the 
active ingredient imidacloprid around the base of the trunk. 
The tree roots will soak up the treatment and send it up into 
the branches to the highest points in the tree. This drench 
treatment is only effective if the tree has leaves and is actively 
taking up nutrients. Unfortunately your window to safely ap-
ply it should only be early spring or late fall when flowers are 
not present as this insecticide is not good for bees. But that is 
good news for those who need to treat their trees now.

Both these treatments are easy and can be done DIY-style 
for under $40. Since we don’t have to band our oaks any-
more, let’s band together and help our Crepe Myrtles 
through their 2020 challenge. If we all do our part as a 
neighborhood we just might be able to send Bark Scale the 
way of the canker worm. 

Fast and Friendly Service
Printing • Typesetting • High Speed Copying

Binding Services  • Invitations
Labels • Laminating • Fax Services • Pads

Wedding Programs • Business Cards 
Carbonless Forms • Door Hangers

Self Inking Stamps 
NOTARY PUBLIC

301 North Caswell Road
(Corner of 5th Street and Caswell Road

by Mercy and Novant Hospitals)
Charlotte, NC 28204

704.375.8349 / Fax 704.342.1066
ss7533@earthlink.net

www.sirspeedy.com/midtown
8:30 am - 5:30 pm  Monday to Friday
Handicap Accessible • Pet Friendly

WEAR YOUR MASK
WATCH YOUR DISTANCE 

WASH YOUR HANDS
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PLAZA MIDWOOD TOWN HALL MEETINGS
Continuing Dialogue Working to Improve Our Neighborhood
by David Hale

and higher. It allows many people to live in a thriving area 
while requiring a much smaller footprint than if each of 
those people lived in a single family home. Those are all 
good things—things we often say we want in a community.

On the flip side, virtually none of those apartment units 
have been designated as workforce or affordable housing. 
This needs to change. Too many of those apartment resi-
dents still hop in their cars to go to work because we don’t 
have easily accessible public transportation. With so many 
new people moving in, it’s harder to recognize all the faces 
walking down the street, and it takes just one unnecessary 
9-1-1 call to create a massive problem. 

This gets at a topic that has been at the heart of each of 
our town hall discussions on race, the idea of communities 
within communities. Even in diverse neighborhoods, we 
often don’t spend much time getting to know the neigh-
bors who don’t look like ourselves. How often have you in-
troduced yourself to an older neighbor who’s been here 
for 30 years? How many conversations have you had with 
neighbors of color? Do your kids go to the same schools 
as neighbors in the houses with half the square footage of 
your own?

In our town hall on being anti-racist, one of the primary 
points was that it’s impossible to be an ally for Black neigh-
bors from behind your keyboard. You need to get out, meet 
people, talk to them and get to know about their lives.

In our town hall on policing and the courts, it was made 
apparent again and again that communities do best when 
they police themselves—by knowing their neighbors, look-
ing out for one another, and being open to saying hello to 
the folks you don’t know so well.

It all comes back to how we define community. The com-
munity of Plaza Midwood doesn’t belong to the people 
who moved here in 1970, 1990 or last week. Whether we 
might enjoy a cold beer at Thomas Street Tavern or a lob-
ster roll at NC Red, no one restaurant has a deed to the 
entire neighborhood. The hope is that there’s something 
for all, but the necessity is that we make everyone—no mat-
ter their race or gender, sexual preference or dinner prefer-
ence—feel welcome.

This community isn’t mine or yours. It belongs to us all, and 
getting outside our bubbles, letting down our guards, and 
questioning our biases is what will make Plaza Midwood a 
thriving community for years to come.

Editor’s Note: To access any of the archived Town Hall discus-
sions, please use this link: https://plazamidwood.org/archives/.

There’s no way to talk about Plaza Midwood’s future—
or heck, even its present and recent past—without 

mentioning gentrification. You can see it everywhere, 
from the new apartments rising along Central Avenue 
to the towering homes built along Belvedere to the old 
businesses shuttered forever. No matter how much you 
love Plaza Midwood today, there are always worries 
about what change is around the corner.

The problem with this perception, however, is one we dis-
cussed in August as part of PMNA’s town hall series on race 
in our neighborhood. Gentrification has been happening 
here and throughout the city for 100 years, and no one has 
real ownership of a community.

Here’s a question: When was the “real” Plaza Midwood?

Odds are, your answer is entirely about what the neigh-
borhood looked like when you moved in. But before that, 
there were others who moved here and changed the 
neighborhood, and before that, others still, going back to 
a time when it was all farmland. Communities change, and 
there’s not much that neighbors, neighborhood groups like 
PMNA, or even city and county legislators can do to stop it. 
Gentrification is simply inevitable.

So then the question needs to be asked differently. Rather 
than “How can we prevent gentrification,” we need to look 
closer at how we can better involve diverse voices in deter-
mining how things change and better share the rewards 
that come with growth.

Gentrification, at its core, is not an inherently positive or 
negative thing. This is a point made by writer Matthew 
Schuerman in his book “Newcomers: Gentrification and its 
Discontents.” Matthew was part of our housing and gentri-
fication town hall panel, and he notes that while there are 
clearly drawbacks to gentrification, the process also often 
brings benefits, too—more customers for local businesses, 
more infrastructure improvements from the city, preserva-
tion of historic homes, and lots of other perks.

The reason that gentrification tends to be labeled as a prob-
lem, however, is that those perks are usually only enjoyed 
by the new residents moving in, while longtime members 
of the community feel alienated or are forced out altogether.

Take all those new apartments that cause so much con-
sternation for our homeowners. Infill, particularly close to 
Uptown, is a great thing. It cuts down on travel times and 
allows many folks to walk or bike to work, which also helps 
the environment. It adds needed housing supply in a mar-
ket with tremendous upward pressure forcing prices higher 
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EAT OUTDOORS ON THOMAS AVE!
by Renee Bradley

Thomas Avenue, between Common-
wealth and Central, is being trans-

formed into an inviting outdoor dining area 
offering additional seating for Plaza Mid-
wood restaurants and providing a unique entertainment 
option. Guests will be able to eat and drink at tables placed 
in the street, replacing some of the on-street parking. 

Cars will still be allowed to drive on Thomas and access to 
the main parking areas will still be open. On-street restau-
rants will provide support needed to maintain a clean and 
safe space for guests, in line with all COVID safety protocols. 

In an effort to help our treasured businesses get through 
this tough time, a team from Plaza Midwood Merchants 
Association (PMMA), Stroll & Roll Plaza Midwood, and the 
Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association (PMNA) col-
laborated on this idea to launch a new amenity in the heart 
of the business district. 

The StrEATery concept, made possible by the City of Char-
lotte’s “Street Eats” program, creates additional seating ca-
pacity for restaurants and an extra boost of energy to the 
entire business district. Plans are for StrEATery to continue 
through mid-November.

How does it work?
Residents can eat and drink at  
picnic tables along Thomas any time  
throughout the week and weekends.  
Closed container alcohol like bottles of  
wine or beer can be included in your order and enjoyed 
in the dining area only. Open containers are not allowed 
outside of the dining areas.

A few different ordering options are available.
• Order from anywhere: You can simply put in a normal 

takeout order from any restaurant, pick up your order 
and bring it to a table to enjoy!

• Order from a StrEATery table: Scan the QR Code found 
on each table to check out the participating restaurants 
and which type of service they are offering—direct 
delivery, third party delivery, or pick up only. 

• Click on your restaurant of choice to review their menu 
and place an order. For delivery orders, be sure to 
provide the official StrEATery address, 1221 Thomas 
Avenue, and your Table Number. 

• Note: Third Party delivery may drop off your order at 
the delivery Drop Off Zone instead of your table.

Diners will be asked to keep the area clean 
and safe by disposing of trash and wiping 
tables with the provided disinfectant. Em-
ployees from the nearby restaurants will 
also be providing additional support to 
keep the area clean. 

Tables are placed over 8 feet apart to provide proper social 
distancing. Please be respectful of others by following all 
standard COVID-19 safety guidelines. If you want to help 
minimize waste, bring your own reusable cups to drink 
from or a reusable shopping bag to take home some of 
your recyclables when possible.

Polling among residents has been overwhelmingly positive, 
with about 84% responding that they either love or like the 
idea. The team will continue to ask for your feedback as this 
concept evolves, please look for surveys to be posted on 
social media and sent out via our e-newsletter.

If successful, the hope is to continue even longer and con-
sider full street closure on specific weekends.
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CLOSING PM STREETS FOR 
EVENTS — A PRIMER
By Phillip Gussman

When I tell people in the neighborhood that I live on 
Winter Street I frequently hear something like “Oh, 

you guys really know how to have fun!” I usually laugh and 
point out that it comes from getting to know each other 
pulling together to plan multiple events every year.  

Frequently we do this by closing the street to create a 
shared community space for our festivities. The secret is 
that the actual effort of closing the street helps everyone 
get to know each other and the process of cooperating to 
achieve a goal brings neighbors closer together. 

Winter Street has closed the street for many great events 
over the years—including weddings, Easter egg hunts, 
street art parties, “Winter Fest” (front porch concerts), 
block parties, and of course—what we’re really known for is 
Halloween. For over twenty years we have closed the street 
to create an inclusive and safe place for neighborhood kids 
to trick or treat, providing a bit of nostalgia of bygone days 
in the process.

While not every street can be closed, with a little planning 
and organization, most streets can, thanks to our con-
nected street network. The process of properly closing your 
street is an effort that requires contacting several city de-
partments—CDOT, CMPD and CFD.

Here are our recommended guidelines:

• It’s best if a couple of neighbors work together to share 
the tasks. You might even want to designate an ad hoc 
“committee” with assignments; it depends on what is 
best for your event and group.

• Start at least 45 days before you plan to close the street 
because the request to the city must be submitted 30 
days prior to the event/closing. Depending on your 
event, this may take more time, so you should plan  
accordingly.

• Review the city policy and guidelines: https://charlot-
tenc.gov/Transportation/CDOTServices/Pages/Block-
Closings.aspx.

• Then, someone must agree to act as the responsible 
party for the closing and as the contact with the city.

• In the guidelines is the “Neighborhood Block Party Re-
quest” form and “Petition.” It will need to be printed 
out for completion.

• Then the neighborly part happens! Go meet your 
neighbors, because you need 75% of the residents af-
fected by the street closing to sign your petition. Keep 
in mind our neighborhood has lots of alleys that might 
also be affected by a street closing, so you might also 

need to include some of the neighbors that you share 
an alley with.

• Once you have gotten all the signatures on the peti-
tion, send it to CDOT (follow the instructions on the 
form). They will get back to you with approval in a 
week or so and follow up with other instructions.

• Please note: the City does not provide barricades 
to block streets. Residents are required to provide 
their own barricades. You can rent barricades from 
Guardway Corp. Reach them at (800) 596-9126, 
4201 Joe St, Charlotte, NC 28206.

So those are the guidelines. Now here are some Winter 
Street TIPs that we’ve learned over the years—these will 
streamline the process and make things easier in the long 
run:

• Use your computer to fill out the addresses of each 
neighbor to make it easier and keep better track of 
who has signed.

• Don’t stop at 75% of the needed signatures. It’s much 
better to meet all the neighbors. Plus, including them 
at this point is a great idea—you might find out that 
they have a disco ball to lend to the festivities, or are 
an amateur bartender.

• The application states that the petition must be faxed 
or mailed. It’s much more efficient and quicker to fax 
it; that means you’ll need to find an app or website 
that will let you send to a fax number… or go old-
school and use an actual fax machine. Factor this detail 
into your planning.

• Notify your neighbors 48 hours before the street clos-
ing. We usually achieve this by printing reminder flyers 
and dropping them off on door steps. 

• Notify CMPD (Eastway Division 704-336-8536) and 
CFD (704-336-2152) to let them know.  

• Clean up the street! When the party is over please 
make sure the street and sidewalks are cleaned up of 
trash and debris.

Be Kind!

Some neighbors might be surprised by the street closing 
—or be upset by it. Please be patient with each other and 
discuss any differences. And mostly, be kind. Our commu-
nity becomes greater than the sum of its parts when we 
work with and care for each other. Now, go plan a party, 
close your street, and have a great time!

Editor’s Note:  We’re re-printing this article; it’s an oldie-but-
goodie. Due to continued restrictions for public gatherings, we 
thought some groups might want to hold their own smaller Hal-
loween and holiday events in a more localized setting. 

Please double check with the city website and other resources to 
make sure regulations haven’t changed since this was first run.
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NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT  
VS. LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
by Kristi Harpst and Cindy Kochanek

What exactly is the difference between a National Reg-
ister Historic District and a Local Historic District? To 

put it simply, the National Register “identifies” and Local 
Districts “protect.”

Neighborhoods and individual buildings can be both listed 
in the National Register and designated as a local historic 
district, such as Dilworth and Wesley Heights. A historic 
district can be locally designated without being listed as a 
National Register historic district, such as Plaza Midwood 
and Wilmore. Neighborhoods can also be a National Reg-
ister historic district without being a local district, such as 
Elizabeth, NoDa, Myers Park and Pharrsdale. 

The National Register of Historic Places, often shortened to 
the National Register, is the nation’s official list of places 
worthy of recognition due to their role in American history. 
Single structures or sites can be listed in the National Regis-
ter, but the list also includes entire districts. 

Being listed in the National Register is an honorary desig-
nation and does not require design review for changes to 
buildings or provide any protection for listed buildings. In 
order to become listed in the National Register a compre-
hensive report on the individual structure or the district is 
required to be submitted to the North Carolina State His-
toric Preservation Office and the National Park Service. 

While the National Register does not provide protection for 
buildings, being listed is not without its benefits. The most 
significant benefit is the ability to access state and national 
tax credits, as only a building or site listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places can take advantage of historic 
preservation tax credits. 

Historic Preservation Rehabilitation tax credits are offered 
in North Carolina for the continued use or adaptive re-use 
of historic buildings—both residential and commercial. The 
tax credit is a dollar-for-dollar reduction in income taxes 
owed and is often the make-it-work missing financial piece 
that makes larger adaptive re-use projects possible. 

The rehab tax credits can be used for items including historic 
window repair, stabilization of a foundation, restoration of a 
porch, and much more. There is also a national tax credit for 
commercial and income producing (residential rental prop-
erties) which can be combined with the state tax credit. 

A local historic designation, either as a historic district or 
an individual property or site, is a zoning overlay placed by 
a local government. In Charlotte, there are two different 
organizations that oversee the local designation process: 
The Charlotte Historic Districts Commission (HDC) and 
the Mecklenburg County Historic Landmarks Commission 
(HLC). The HDC is responsible for the six local historic dis-
tricts (neighborhoods), whereas individual sites or Land-
marks are overseen by the HLC. 

In the case for all six of Charlotte’s locally designated histor-
ic districts, each neighborhood initiated the request to be-
come a local historic district in order to protect the special 
significance and character of that neighborhood. After sub-
stantial public outreach the proposed district goes through 
the rezoning process to become a locally designated his-
toric district. Once rezoned, any work to the exterior of a 
property in the local historic district requires review by the 
HDC or staff. In the case of Plaza Midwood, this rezoning 
took place back in 1992. 

A listing in the National Register of Historic Places would not 
only increase recognition of the history and development of 
Plaza Midwood but it may also provide property owners with 
the benefit of being able to take advantage of the state and 
federal tax credits when undertaking work to a property. 

For more information on the National Register listing pro-
cess or if you have any questions or concerns regarding 
local vs. national register historic districts, or historic district 
general inquiries feel free to contact the HDC staff. 

HDC staff can be reached via email at charlottehdc@char-
lottenc.gov. Check out our social media posts on Facebook 
and Instagram @cltplanning. 

15% off 
Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204

704.335.7288

Espresso
Iced Drinks

Pastries
Gifts

Free WiFi
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Though weekly worship looks very different this year than in 
past years, our faith leaders continue to provide leadership 
and guidance during these challenging times,adapting their 
services and offerings to comply with COVID guidelines.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1900 The Plaza
• Weekly Calendar: Online gatherings only at this time.

• Sunday Worship Service: 11 am, via Zoom.

• Tuesdays: 7 pm – Lectio Divina (Bible Study), via 
Zoom.

• Wednesdays: 9 pm – Night Prayer, via Zoom.

Visit the church website for instructions to join on  
Sundays. Email Pastor Emily Hartner at  
pastoremilyhartner@gmail.com for Zoom Meeting IDs 
for the other worship.

• Drive-by Communion: 10 - 11 am. Offered every two 
weeks in the parking lot. The dates are: October 10 & 
24, November 7 & 21, December 5 & 19. 

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program 
or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.
htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
• Weekly Calendar: Midwood Baptist adapts to the new 

normal.

• Worship Services: 11 am, every week. All CDC man-
dates are in place to provide a safe gathering place—
including social distancing and seating, facemasks, 
hand sanitizers, and even taking temperatures and 
surveying symptoms at the door. 

 If you aren’t ready to worship in person, services will 
continue to be available on Facebook Live @Midwood 
Baptist.

• Small Group Bible Studies in Isaiah: Online via Zoom. 
If interested email midwoodbaptist@gmail.com or call 
the church office (704-376-8944) and leave a message. 
You will be contacted about how to join this study. 

• @citykidsatmidwood on Facebook: Look for this 
special children’s ministry to begin soon online.

• Prayer Requests: Please contact the church by email 
or a phone call.

• Parents Day Out Preschool: Program is currently at 
capacity. Please call to be put on wait list. 

For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or 
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.
org or call 704.376.8944.

MOSAIC CHURCH – 1817 CENTRAL AVENUE
• Weekly Calendar

• Sunday Worship Services ~ New Service Time:  
5 pm. Beginning September 27, meeting every other 
Sunday evening.

 Follow on Instagram @MosaicMetro for details.
For more information visit the church website, mosaic-
church.tv or reach out to Campus Director Kristin Young at 
kristin@mosaicchurch.tv.

PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
2304 The Plaza
• Weekly Calendar: No current in-person worship ser-

vice or other meetings.

• The Weekday School is open.
For information on any Plaza Presbyterian event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.plazapresbyterian.
org or call the church office, 704.376.8594; or email plaza-
pres@gmail.com.

THE VINE UMC – 2101 Belvedere Avenue
• Weekly Calendar

• Sunday Worship: 11 am, via Facebook.

• Starting in November: Walk-through worship experi-
ences. More info to come.

• Roof Above: Continuing to serve with sandwiches 
twice a month. All sandwich makers are welcomed.

• PUMPKINS! Even COVID can’t stop pumpkins on the 
front lawn! Coming October 10 at 4 pm. Please come 
out to help unload the truck!

• Please reach out to Pastor Susan at  
susan@thevinecharlotte.com with any needs.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at 
TheVineCharlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348, 
ext. 202.
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Partners in Pet sitting
Steve and Sandy Kurt

704-376-0842
Email:  
petsittingpartners@gmail.com

Call:
Partners 

in pet sitting
704-376-0842

email:
petsittingpartners@gmail.com

Professional and loving
In-Home Care
Serving the Plaza Midwood
Area since 1997
Daily Dog walking
Licensed, bonded and insured

PM TRANSPORTATION  
PROJECTS UPDATE
by Lisa Swayne Proud

As Charlotte grows and changes, so does our infrastruc-
ture and transportation. There are a lot of big transpor-

tation projects in and around our neighborhood. Some are 
finally starting to wrap up, while others are just beginning.  

It’s been ages since Hawthorne Bridge has been open, con-
necting us to friends and businesses in Elizabeth and be-
yond. After two and a half years of construction and delays, 
Hawthorne Bridge is partially open. Cyclists and pedestrians 
can now use the bridge, but cars are still not allowed.  CDOT 
hopes to have the bridge fully open by the end of the year.

CDOT made a change to the all-ped signal at The Plaza and 
Central; they made the decision to replace the all-ped with 
a bike signal to protect cyclists from right turns.

Parkwood Avenue construction should begin late this fall. This 
project will create buffered bike lanes, new traffic signals, pe-
destrian crossings and median modifications from The Plaza to 
Davidson Street. These improvements will provide safer con-
ditions for all modes of transportation, including cyclists and 
pedestrians. I can’t wait to safely bike down to Optimist Hall!

PMNA is also working with CDOT on smaller projects to 
benefit our neighborhood.

• Safety improvements for the intersections at The Plaza 
at Clemson/Brook and The Plaza at Matheson should 
be implemented by the end of the year.

• A crosswalk, along with a sign and flashing lights, will 
be installed at Kennon and Hawthorne as part of the 
Sidewalk Gap project. This is expected to be finished 
by late 2021.

• A real sidewalk will be installed on Chestnut where 
there is currently just a dirt path.

• We are also aware of some dangerous flooding issues in 
the neighborhood and working with CDOT and Storm 
Water Services.

If you have an interest in transportation in and around Plaza 
Midwood, please join PMNA’s Transportation Committee 
by emailing info@plazamidwood.org.

+ FIRST WORKOUT FREE
+ TRAINER ALWAYS INCLUDED
+ FLEXIBLE CLASS SCHEDULE, 

EVERY 30 MINUTES
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Brinley Huntley
Broker/Realtor®

704-650-1193
brinley@hmproperties.com

Plaza Midwood Resident Realtor®

I am committed to providing exceptional customer service 

through prompt and thorough communication, market 

knowledge, and integrity.  It would be my pleasure to assist 

when you are ready to make a move!

HMPROPERTIES.COM
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Amid these unprecedented times, Midwood real estate remains
incredibly strong. With inventory at an all time low and demand at
an all time high, now is a great time to sell.

Likewise, if you’re looking to buy, your money has massive
purchasing power with historically low interest rates.

When you’re ready to talk real estate, I’m here to chat. 

www.nestlewoodrealty.com
1111 Central Avenue #230 Charlotte, NC 28204 | 704-302-4464

KEN@NESTLEWOODREALTY.COM 

917-301-9511

WWW.KENRIEL.COMIf you are currently working with a real estate agent,this is not a solicitaiton of services. 
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This newsletter reaches approximately 3,000 middle-class  

families who prefer to shop and dine in the Central District.  

The Spirit is published quarterly in January, April, July  

and October. Advertising deadlines are listed on page 3.

Full Page (Vertical only: 7"w x 8.75"h)........................$550.00
Full Page – Premium Placement ..............................$600.00
Half Page (Horizontal: 7”w x 4.375”h 
OR Vertical: 3.375”w x 8.75”h) ..................................$275.00
Half Page – Premium Placement .............................$300.00
Quarter Page (Vertical only: 3.375”w x 4.375”h) ...........$140.00
Business Card (Horizontal only: 3.375”w x 1.85”h) .........$85.00

10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), standard or premium. 
Additional 10% for �rst-time ads for PMM member businesses.
Premium placements may not be available.A
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TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by Oct 5, 2020

Traditional Companion Animal Medicine and Surgery, Chiropractic, Surgical and Therapeutic Laser, 
Digital and Dental Radiography, In House Ultrasound, and Nutritional supplementation.

Clayton Watkins, DVM • Shebel Hariharan, DVM • Lauren Birch, DVM • Lauren Hendren, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave • Charlotte NC 28205 • 704.370.0767 • www.commonwealthah.com

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.




