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tep inside the studios and homes of some of Plaza
Midwood’s most accomplished working artists—many

of whom have honed their craft for over 30 years. These
are deeply committed professionals whose work reflects
mastery, experimentation and vision. Their work speaks
to decades of exploration and excellence. During the

1903 - 2025

2025

QUARTERLY
MEETINGS:

October 22
Save the Dates!

6:30 pm
at
The VanLandingham Estate

« Sign up for e-newsletter
at plazamidwood.org
« Facebook.com/PlazaMidwood
« Instagram.com/
plaza_midwood

Begin your journey at Wiloe Home & Gift located
at 1520 Lyon Court. You can pick up your tour map
and enjoy potter Arias DeRienzo from Two Ships
Pottery hosting a “Pottery Pumpkin Carving.”

Introducing this year’s thirteen talented artists,
ready to welcome you to their studios:

Nan Byars | Painter

1909 Winter Street

« Demoat3pm

Nan tells us that her cre-
ative work is inspired by na-
ture. Although the art is ab-
stract, it includes and grows
organically from elements and textures in the natu-
ral world. Her approach is playful and tactile. Nan
likes to apply paint using rollers, stencils, stamps,
sticks, squeegees, old credit cards, marbles, string
and of course —her fingers.

Don't miss the Little Free Art Library out front!

Wes Sturgis | Painter

2026 Chambwood Drive

Wes began painting later in life. Needing a vehicle
for expressing his emotions, he found painting to
be more than cathartic, helping him gain insights

crawl, you'll meet the artists, learn about their creative
process and can purchase original works. Discover the depth of
Charlotte’s art scene—right in the heart of Plaza Midwood.

for life through the very process of painting. Acrylic
was the medium he used initially when he worked
with his mentor, and kept with it because he learned
to work the paint effectively during the short time
that it takes to dry. Plus he believes that it is health-
ier for both himself and the
environment. Most of Wes’
works represent landscapes,
marshlands, or other natural
settings that he has experi-
enced. He also uses abstract
painting to explore energy
and complex human emotions—and is intrigued by
the amount of clarity that can be gained via painting
the abstract.

Esa Weinreb | Artisanal Chocolate Maker

The Underground Truffle, Tippah Park Court # 120
(Door faces 1600 Fulton)

« Chocolate-making Demos at 1:30
and 4:30

Esa Weinreb is the founder and Choc-
olate Maker of The Underground
Truffle, an artisan chocolate compa-
ny. Esa’s love for good quality choco-
late developed at an early age as a
child growing up in Europe and as the daughter of

continues on pg 8
Oct 22 Oct 25 Nov 15
PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING COSTUME PARADE & FALL CRAWL MARATHON PARTY
6:30 pm 11:30 am - 6pm Along The Plaza
VanLandingham Estate Midwood Park (Mecklenburg to Hamorton)
Seepg 21 Seepg 6 Seepg 11
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KEN RIEL

BROKER | REALTOR® | DAD

COMPASS

1833 THE PLAZA
SOLD 103% of list price for $1,550,000

®® We cannot recommend Ken highly enough
for any and all NC real estate transactions.

Ken actively managed every aspect of our sale, from market research and analytics
to staging and design decisions. He is highly responsive, answering all of our questions,
with an unparalleled knowledge of the Charlotte real estate market.

Also, he's just a genuinely nice guy, fun to talk to and be around. , ,

— ZACH & NATALIE, HOME SELLERS

Contact Midwood's Top Agent’ today to experience real estate excellence.
917.301.9511 | KEN.RIEL@COMPASS.COM | KENRIEL.COM

*MLS: SFH: Median 01/01/23+ | 4525 Sharon Rd, 3rd Floor, Charlotte, NC 28211

Ken Riel is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. If your home is listed with a broker this is not intended as a solicitation.

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

from Tanya Wilson

his is my last letter as your PMNA president. This year
has gone by so quickly!

I've enjoyed my time in this role and am grateful for the
opportunity to be the face of the board and represent the
residents of our neighborhood. It has been great meet-
ing many of you at events, while walking my dog, or just
in the coffee shop. Your enthusiasm about our neighbor-
hood is infectious!

| always knew that Plaza Midwood was a special place to
live. However, there are so many moments in the last year
that have solidified that for me. Plaza Midwood sets the

standard for creating what a thriving neighborhood com-
h munity looks like in our zip code (probably the city, but |
am biased). And that’s really cool!!

Tanya Wilson

This neighborhood puts on really great events, drives important initiatives, publishes a
quarterly newsletter and monthly e-newsletter, manages a dog park, and provides in-
novative new programs like street murals and free composting. We are able to do this
because of the people who serve on the parent board, the people who volunteer their
time, and everyone who pays their membership dues (only $25).

| encourage you to continue to ensure we can be the best of the best places to live in this
growing city. So volunteer, participate, and pay your membership dues.

Fall continues to create opportunities for you to get engaged. Here are some of the
exciting things that are happening this fall in the neighborhood.

« Saturday, October 11. A neighbor-led Art Crawl. This is an art crawl featuring Plaza
Midwood artists. These artists are the foundation of what has made and continues to
make this neighborhood interesting and unique.

+ Friday, October 17. The Addams Family movie will start at dusk.

+ Saturday, October 25. The tradition of Fall Crawl continues. This is always a lot of fun
for everyone in Midwood Park—music, bounce houses, food trucks and more.

« Saturday, November 15. Marathon Party—spend a few minutes out of your Satur-
day morning to cheer on the runners of the Charlotte marathon and socialize with
neighbors. It’s a lot of fun!

And finally, let me mention that the PMNA Board will have several openings in the
next few months for neighbors who are eager to serve and committed to the better-
ment of our community. If this sounds like you, get an application at plazamidwood.
org and send it to info@plazamidwood.org. It's some of the best work you'll ever love!

I am now passing the torch to Lindsay McCleary. Lindsay will be your PMNA president for
2026. She is going to do an amazing job!

See you soon!
Tanya

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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pirit haf

Managing Editor:
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager:
Kristin Butz

Graphic Designer:
Melissa Schropp

Contributors:

Jen Baehr

Mandy Bean

Susan Benedict
June Blotnick
Kristin Butz

Pastor Caroline Camp
Joey Guy

Diane Hughes

Chris Lakin

Pastor John Maiden
Lindsay McCleary
Stephanie McKinley
Kathie McKinney
Bernie Petit

Lisa Swayne Proud
Udo Robitsch
Christine Shiel

Erin Steele

Tanya Wilson

Advertising inquiries
should be directed to
Kristin Butz at
kristin.k.butz@gmail.com

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries:
Terri Arrowood at
tarrowood@hotmail.com

%M{Z ,,@L;Zlf//{}/l&ﬁ

The Spirit magazine is published by
volunteers. To help them meet their
deadlines, please send your editorial
copy or your ad in advance of the
deadline. Copy received after the dead-
line date may be held for a future issue.
Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2026:
WINTER 26 issue. Dec. 5,2025
SPRING ‘26 issue Mar. 5, 2026
SUMMER 26 issue........... Jun. 5,2026

FALL 25 iSSU....ccvurrvunrrennees Sep. 5,2026
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2025 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) BOARD ROSTER:

Mandy Bean, Schools & Midwood
Gives Back

Masonic Drive

704-302-6702
mandybean19@gmail.com

Tanya Wilson, President
Club Road

704-957-0610
Tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Lindsay McCleary, Vice President &

Home Tour Mark Blythe, Home Tour
Tippah Avenue The Plaza
724-456-9638 704-807-5288

lindsayjones1230@gmail.com mark.blythe@allentate.com

Kevin Bohrer, Treasurer Renee Dial, Winter Fling &
Belvedere Ave Marathon Party
225-773-0540 The Plaza
kevin.bohrer@us.gt.com 704-582-3823

. rdial79@gmail.com
Rob Phocas, Secretary & Midwood Park

Club Road
704-785-1515
robphocas@gmail.com

& Fall Crawl
Belle Terre Avenue

. . . i 336-269-1380
Louise Hindal Acer, Midwood Mile Sprint, chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Land Use & Website
Landis Avenue
413-822-7732
louise@louiseacer.com

Virginia Avenue
704-345-8209

. . rusty@thenicholscompany.com
Megan Annitto, Home Tour, Midwood

Gives Back & Beautification Initiative
Fulton Ave

732-859-6450

annitto@yahoo.com

Winter Street
336-963-2656
joeyguy21@gmail.com

Chad Gambrell, Movies in the Park

Rusty Gibbs, Fall Crawl & Transportation

Joey Guy, Dog Stations & Membership

Rohhi I,

Hodge, eN ter
3020 Simpson Drive
me@robbiehodge.com

Negar Iskra, Winter Fling & Schools
Sprague Avenue

925-785-5517
negariskra@gmail.com

Adam Lane, Midwood Maynia,
Community Garden & Land Use
Masonic Drive

704-402-0400
lane.benton@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile
& Trashy Tuesdays

The Plaza

704-607-2049
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Bernie Petit, Midwood Maynia,
Midwood Mile Sprint & The Spirit
Attaberry Drive

704-813-5315
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Erin Steele, Easter Egg Hunt, Social
Media & Web Administration
Tippah Avenue

704-458-8197
erincsteele@gmail.com

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance
Ashland Avenue

706-338-8558
kgsweat@gmail.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio,
The Spirit Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio,
Yard of the Month
Tippah Avenue
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU!

Our PMNA board of directors is passionate
about keeping PM one of the best com-
munities in Charlotte. We can use YOUR
participation! If you are interested, please
reach out to one of your current board
members or go to plazamidwood.org for
more information.

Living in

Plaza Midwood?

Keep Our Neighborhood
Thriving—Join or Renew Today!

Your $25 PMNA membership
supports the events, green
spaces, and community
initiatives that make Plaza
Midwood a great place to live.

Scan the QR code
to renew or

join now at
PlazaMidwood.org!

NEIGHBORHOOD

OCTOBER EVENTS*

*Visit our website and Instagram for more infomation.
Stay tuned for holiday fun in November and December!

1520 Lyon Court
Charlotte, NC 28205

IG @wiloeco
www.wiloehomeandgift.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



EDITOR’S NOTES

from Terri Arrowood

'm devoting my notes to this very important subject.
I REMINDER TO VOTE !!

Plaza Midwood—YOUR voice matters in the upcoming election.

Your vote is especially critical this November 4. This election
will have a referendum on the ballot that will set the course of
future transportation programs and projects in Mecklenburg
County for the next thirty years. The plan will provide for a
local one percent sales tax (bringing the total to 8.25 cents if
approved) that would fund these new projects—about half of
Charlotte’s $25 billion transit plan.

The allocation of the funding breaks out: 40% for roads, $40 for
rail transit; 20% for buses and on-demand transit options.

Naturally, there has been much discussion about the plan
and the outcomes for residents. By and large there is much
support, but there is some concern as well about under-served
communities and access to transit.

You are urged to do your due diligence so as to make an
informed decision on this crucial vote. The QR codes below link
to some helpful resources which provide great information on
both sides of the vote about the referendum:

In Plaza Midwood,
] doubts about the

::- g Mecklenburg County
e At could vote on a new
transit tax this year under o
]} House legislation | WUNC I
=l

#wE Mecklenburg
%% commissioners vote to

S transit tax from
pulpit | WFAE 90.7

5]

Sustaincharlotte.org

~REMEMBER YOURID ~

Be sure to bring an acceptable form of photo ID, as North
Carolina law requires it at the polls.

For the most up-to-date information, including additional
polling locations and sample ballots, please visit the
Mecklenburg County Board of Elections website.

And once again, it’s hard to believe that another year has come
and almost gone—and this is the last issue of The Spirit for
2025.

| hope you and yours have a wonderful autumn and
Thanksgiving... a joyous holiday season—and that you are safe
and well for the New Year.

Best, Terri

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

Woe .y
He (@ij

FALL 2025 / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

PLAZA MIDWOOD
2025 HAPPENINGS

Save the dates for these upcoming PMINA events

Be sure and check out all monthly eNewsletters in addition
to 2025 Spirit quarterly newsletters, PM's website and all
social media for updates and additions to this list. Dates
are subject to change.

October 17: Movie in the Park — The Addams Family
October 22: All Neighbors Quarterly Meeting
October 25: Costume Parade & Fall Crawl

November 15: Marathon Party

You may also be interested in these regularly scheduled
Monthly Activities:

Third Tuesdays: Midwood Mile Trashy Tuesdays
Third Wednesdays: Land Use Meeting

JOYINTHE SHADOWS
MURAL PROJECT UPDATE

“Joy In The Shadows is about finding light in everyday places
and coming together to transform something overlooked into
something meaningful, beautiful, and cared for.” - Elizabeth
Palmisano

...Such a lovely description of the mural project Elizabeth is
creating for Plaza Midwood as part of the City of Charlotte’s Ur-
ban Design Center Placemaking Grant.

This project will feature the street mural, a laser-cut sculpture
and smaller cameo sidewalk murals—all inspired by shadows
captured by our neighbors.

Here is the timeline for the project:

«  Community Paint Day: October 4 from 9 am until 7 pm
at the corner of Fulton Avenue and Roland Street. This free
family-friendly workshop allows PM residents to be a part
of the creative process from the very start.

« October/November: Art Walk and Reveal Party (Date TBD)

« Anytime : Submit Your Shadow. Upload your snapshot of
shadows or silhouettes to the collection portal. Just go to
https://www.ellafaeart.com/post/_pmna and look for the
Upload Shadow Photo button. You may want to visit this
webpage to learn more about the process, the artist and
her works and motivation.

ﬁ
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S , ‘ , Saturday, October 25 in Midwood Park
‘{ 4 | From Rusty Gibb and Chad Gambrell
s o d

ne of Plaza Midwood's favorite traditions returns this fall. On the last Saturday in October, neighbors of all ages gather for a full
day of costumes, music, food, and community. Kids, parents, and even pups parade through the streets before heading into
Midwood Park for an afternoon packed with live bands, great eats, drinks, games, and local vendors.

This year marks the 19th Annual Fall Crawl—free and open to all neighbors and friends.

TITLE SPONSOR: Platinum Sponsor: Gold Sponsors:
K E N R I E L « The Nichols Company
nestlewood « Katie Blessing Center
BROKER | REALTOR' | DAD

BOBBY 5ISK - All Kids Pediatric Dentistry

COMPASS

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS GETINVOLVED

11 am: Costume Parade. Meet in Midwood Park and march ~ Fa! Er.awl tflmves because Olf nelghlk))ors who
down to The Vine for Trunk or Treat. Not parading? Line the ~ Ptch in. Volunteers are welcome, but spots

route and cheer on the monsters, mermaids, superheroes, and :Iretllmlteddatr:d 'ng\ltl)e ﬁIIIecl ona ﬁ.rlit-come,
four-legged friends. rst-served basis. All volunteers will receive

a free T-shirt as a thank-you! Please use this
11:30 am: Trunk or Treat at The Vine. A safe and fun Plaza QR code to sign up.

Midwood tradition, hosted by The Vine members.

For details on volunteering, sponsorships, or vendor opportu-
11:30 am - 6 pm | MIDWOOD PARK nities, visit plazamidwood.org or contact PMNA at info@plaza-

EATS: Food trucks and vendors including Detour Coffee, Tacos midwood.org.
Don Coyotl, Don’s Jamaican Kitchen, and Smooth Monkey.

DRINKS: Birdsong Brewing on tap and wine from The Bohemian.

LOCAL ARTISTS & MERCHANTS: Browse unique finds from
neighborhood artists, boutiques, and vendors.

KIDS ZONE: Bounce houses and a face painting station!
Charlotte East Language Academy PTA will be back this year
to provide face painting from noon until 4pm. Be sure to stop
by and visit their talented students, parents and teachers for a
sweet painted treat, and to learn more about the full Spanish
Immersion CMS magnet school in East Charlotte.

COMMUNITY GARDEN:

«  Pumpkin Painting: 12:30 - 2:30—or until supplies are gone

« Plant Pass-along: 1 -2:30 pm

« NEST’s unveiling of their Little Free Library: books about c “"v G “ "E s p 'u' ER
gardening, landscaping and the environment.

NEST at Fall Crawl: WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 29

- Learn about fall gardening and landscaping 5:30-7:00 PM

LIVE MUSIC: Grab a blanket or chair and enjoy an afternoon of MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH

live performances at the Midwood Park amphitheater: 2029 MECKLENBURG AVENUE

+ 11:45am - 1:15 pm: Cosmic Collective (interstellar jazz) CHARLOTTH, Ng**22*

+  1:45 - 3:45 pm: Corey Luetjen & The Traveling Blues Band gy ALL ARE WELCOMEI
(blues & rock) N

+ 3:45 - 6:00 pm: Two Burnt (reggae)

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Creative Collective

Marketing | Learning & Development

BOLD IDEAS.
REAL RESULTS.

Struggling to Turn Bold Ideas Into
Real Results or Attract and Retain
Top Clients and Talent? WE GOT YOU!

Marketing Services & Strategy Learning & Development To
That Drive Real Results. Attract and Retain Top Talent.

= Social Media Management = Retreats
+ Website and Google Basics + Strategic Planning

+ Graphic Design / Email list « Professional Development &
starter kit AND MORE! Coaching AND MORE!

As the owners of a Plaza Midwood based family
owned business, Avery and Amoura Carter work
to create a supportive and personalized
experience for all clients.

BOOK YOUR FREE 30-MIN BRAND
AUDIT TODAY!

ACCreativeCollective.com | 980-500-9378 | [© in § (@ac_creative_collective

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Artist Studio Crawl continued from cover

a French chef father and Sicilian mother. What she didn't realize
at the time was that that creating delicious food was a part of
her DNA. As an adolescent, Esa and her family moved to the US
and quickly discovered that chocolate was no longer the rich,
dark, earthily stimulating treat she’d become accustomed to as
a child. The American palate was definitely “sweeter.” Later in life,
her mission was to recreate the delicious chocolate she missed.
After several years of focused research and experimentation,
The Underground Truffle was born in her kitchen. Her business
has now evolved from a Farmer’s Market stand into a brick-and-
mortar modern Chocolate Lab where she also teaches work-
shops and classes.

Diane Hughes | Painter, Photographer

2008 Club Road

- Diane will offer an art, dessert and wine pairing experience

Diane describes her art as “meditation in motion,” a translation
of feeling into form with a single, intentional gesture. Each
piece is born from quiet reflection, a
moment where emotion crystallizes,
then finds its expression through the
sweep of her chalk. Working with
acrylic on wood, Diane harnesses the
raw texture of natural grain, allow-
ing it to shape and interact with her
vision. Chalk becomes the conduit,
carrying the weight of memory, movement, and meaning in its
delicate yet decisive stroke. The canvas becomes a vessel for
thought, capturing the essence of a feeling in its purest, most
immediate state. Every stroke is a story, a whisper from the
subconscious, inviting viewers to feel rather than simply see.
Through this process, Diane’s paintings transcend technique
and become a dialogue between spirit and surface, an echo of
the moment from which they emerged.

Kelly Carlson-Redding | Jewelry Designer

1927 Club Road

+ Soldering Demo at 4 pm

Kelly is an architect who makes art-
works at many scales. From jewelry—at
the scale of the body. To paintings—at
the scale of the wall. To collaborative
installations—at the scale of architec-
tural space. All her work is informed by
themes rooted in architecture. Tectonics
can be described as the aesthetic, poet-
ic, and ordered relationships between
parts—a column and beam, or a chain and its pendant. Tech-
nique involves appreciating the ways that different artistic pro-
cesses impart specific (and beautiful) marks within a creative
work—the knot or weave pattern in a textile, the coil or pinch
in clay, the brush stroke in paint, the chisel gauge in wood, or

r—

the hammer-blow to a piece of steel. Materiality speaks to ar-
tistic power that comes from the differences between materials
that influence their distinct potentials. Architectural materials,
industrial forms, and geometric themes are always evident in
her palette and formal vocabulary.

Oliver Lewis | The Robert Artist

1003 Louise Avenue

Light is at the core of Oliver's work—its
movement, behavior, and ability to trans-
form our perception of the world. He ex-
plores how shadows shift, colors blend,
and images come alive as light interacts
with different surfaces—allowing him to
create visually stunning, interactive expe-
riences that captivate audiences of all ages. One notable proj-
ect, a walkable maze filled with imagery and a talking sundial
projecting words onto the ground, showcases this approach by
combining scientific principles with playful, hands-on engage-
ment. Oliver's methods utilize a combination of traditional and
modern tools and techniques—materials like stainless steel for
its durability and reflective properties, as well as digital projec-
tion and LED lighting, to manipulate light in innovative ways.
Drawing inspiration from childhood wonder, he designs nostal-
gic and futuristic pieces that evoke a sense of wonder.

Lyz Kelk | Painter, Mixed Media

2000 Club Road

- Artand Garden Tours

At heart, Lyz is a bower bird—drawn |
to fragments, textures, and stories PE >
left behind. Like the bird that gathers  + . 'F' e
shimmering bits to build its nest, she E g | & 'ﬂi :!
collects rusted metal, faded photo- " -

graphs, botanical remnants, and personal ephemera to create
visual altars of memory and place. Her work lives at the inter-
section of nature, memory, and material—where travel maps
meet weathered wire, where a grandmother’s watercolor merg-
es with wax or paint, where beauty is found in the worn and the
unexpected. Lyz works across mediums—assemblage, photog-
raphy, painting, and encaustic—allowing each piece to find its
own rhythm. A recurring thread in Lyz's work is the presence of
her grandmother, an artist whose legacy she carries and folds
into her practice, often incorporating pieces of her original wa-
tercolors or family photographs, creating quiet collaborations
across time. Lyz notes, “By placing her hand inside my work, |
give voice to a dialogue we never had in life—but one | now
cherish in form and spirit.”

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG




Gary Rubin | Potter

1708 Dearmon Drive

+ Pottery Demo at 2 pm

Gary took a pottery elective in 1971 at
the University of Tennessee and it was
pretty much love at first touch. He was
completely smitten with (mostly) utilitar-
ian objects that can be used repeatedly.
He asserts, “l can't not make pots; it's a magnificent obsession
| have!” Mostly all wheel thrown, Gary spray-glazes virtually all
his pieces, carves and makes marks on many. Then, it's more
glaze—looking for depth and nuance. He calls his process of
glazing controlled chaos.

Scott Partridge | Traditional and Digital Media

1600 Fulton Avenue, Tippah Park Court #120

+ Enjoy refreshments and chocolate demos

Scott was born in Louisville, Kentucky in 1973, and the path
to his current home has taken him through Maine, Massachu-
setts, and Pennsylvania. He works in both traditional and digital
media. His imagery, whether highly abstracted or representa-
tive, is largely drawn from the natural world, with biomorphic
shapes and living things predominant.
Scott counts among his influences
such artists as Miro and the surreal-
ists, as well as natural history illustra-
tors such as John James Audubon and
Charley Harper. His decorative works
are designed primarily on a computer,
although frequently a combination of
methods finds its way into the final
product. Typically, Scott prints the image in color and decoup-
ages it onto a panel, often clear coating the print as a final step.

Monty Montague | Sculpture, Mixed Media

2021 Ashland Avenue

+ View reels of Monty’s art making
process along with sketches detailing
his process.

Monty'’s sculpture asks questions about
topical issues, both painful and joyful,
and builds novel, abstract statements
using materials not generally associated
with sculpture. His immediate goal is to
exhibit his work. Long term, he plans to
lean on his years of experience in design
and architecture to create site-specific
public sculpture and environments. Monty began as a sculptor,
transitioned to product design and environmental design, and
then co-founded the design firm Boltgroup. After over three
decades, he retired from the firm to focus on art full time. Past
exhibitions and awards include Best of Show at Ross Gallery,

T (i
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Sound Salon outdoor sculpture at UNCC Dubois Center dur-
ing 2012 Democratic National Convention, and Good Design
Award—Permanent Collection at Chicago Athenaeum Muse-
um of Architecture and Design.

Susan Benedict | Painter, Collage

2512 Belvedere Avenue

» Lounge in the backyard and alley
behind home and enjoy refreshments

Susan has been painting off and on for
over 30 years. She is self-taught, drawing
her inspiration from the lushness of col-
ors and shapes found in nature and the
changing seasons. She begins each painting with the excite-
ment of a child opening a new box of crayons and the curiosity
of what comes next. Her inspiration to become a painter came
from a career in art marketing in her former home in New Or-
leans. She worked with the famed Arthur Roger Gallery on Julia
Street, among other standout firms. Through artists and clients
they represented, she was introduced to a wide range of work
by the most talented living artists in the Gulf South and be-
yond. After relocating to Charlotte she began painting full time.
Under the talented guidance of Manuela Bianca Maria Strada,
instructor at the Levine Cancer Institute Healing Arts Program,
she learned a variety of collage techniques and painting skills,
which she applies to her work today. Susan’s paintings on dis-
play at Wiloe offer a selection of her newest work.

Dee Blackburn | Mixed Media, Collage

2000 Club Road

« Artand Garden Tour

Dee’s art is layered exploration of memo-
ry, place, and personal narrative. Through
mixed media collage, she weaves together
photographs, textures and drawings to
reveal and conceal stories only known to her. Whether draw-
ing from her own travels or the experience of others, Dee’s art
serves to preserve and reimagine the landscape of our lives.

Terri Griffin | Painter, Mixed Media

2000 Club Road

- Artand Garden Tour

Terri is a mixed media artist with a deeply
personal story. Her work combines text,
photography, acrylic paint, and transfer
techniques, creating tactile surfaces that 4
suggest a deliberate erosion of memory and time. She works
in a soft but melancholic palette—washed hues that evoke a
dreamlike, and at times traumatic, sense of recollection. While
Terri's art may appear nostalgic, it resists sentimentality. In-
stead, it serves as a haunting meditation on identity, family, and
the unreliable nature of memory.

For more information, visit https://plazamidwood.org/art-crawl.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

_



faLL20s © / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

Do you speak Cat?

Ginger n.: oramgeboi or gorl

Gorl n.: female cat
Grompy adj.: cranky or ill-tempered, high proba-
bility of airplane ears and murder mittens

Hambsome adj.: very nice looking and dapper,
may be dressed to impress in a nice tie or tophat

Heckin adj.: used as an intensifier to emphasize ~ Alisha Tomlinson ~
an action; e.g. “he do a heckin’ screm for more
fud” HEAVY PETTING PET CARE

Honky n.: oriental Shorthair cats with meows that
sound like a goose honk

Hoomin / Hooman n.: bringer of foob, giber of

heavypetting.net « 704-651-9098
heavypettingpetcare@gmail.com

pets, scooper of poops; also: peasant, slave @heavypettingpetsitting
If | fits, | sits (mantra): cat logic for determining ) )
appropriate places for repose Your neighborhood cat lady since 1993.

(from the Comprehensive Unabridged Meowrihamb Blepster’s Dictionary of Hambspeak (2020 Edition), aka “the Chonktionary”)

HIRLOTTE VI

modern home furnishings
the best selection of authentic mid-century
moadern furniture and home decor in the Carolinas

gift-giving destination

original artwork by local talent, barware,
coffee table books, and unique gifts for every occasion

f 2315 N. Davidson St. Ste 100
@charlottevintagefurniture Locally owned and operated by
charlottevintage.com Stan and Katrina Teague

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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YARD OF THE MONTH for July - September 2025

July | 2125 Chambwood Drive
Joey Barnes

The design for Joey and his mother Joan’s
garden combines both French and English
styles. The circular bed in the back garden
has a small flame statue surrounded by
boxwoods and thyme. The pea gravel path,
bordered with peonies, supports raised bed
gardens that allow for seasonal changes of
texture and color. The front garden has a
bluestone paver walkway lined by min-
iature boxwoods. It includes a whimsical
sculpture by Joseph Sands of Seagrove and
has a patch of summer zinnias, attracting
hummingbirds and butterflies. The cen-
ter bed begins spring with Joan'’s favorite,
Oriental poppies. There are also pink phlox
and coneflowers. When in full bloom, this
mound of multicolored flowers catches the
attention of many strollers down Chamb-
wood Drive.

By Udo Robitsch

August | 2418 Beacon Street
Chelsea and Adam Winters

The Winters bought their 1947 home twelve
years ago and have been fixing it up ever
since—including a large addition to the back.
The yard is a newer project—and a labor of
love. After construction of the addition, a lot
of the landscape was wiped out, so about
two springs ago Chelsea rolled up her sleeves
and got planting, actually falling in love with
gardening during the lockdown and hasn't
stopped since. Every tree, shrub, and flower
out there, she put out there herself. When the
Yard of the Month sign showed up, they had
been home with their daughter, Daisy, for just
four days. Chelsea felt so honored—but also
slightly panicked! Between a newborn and
that brutal July heat wave, the garden wasn't
exactly in peak form. It’s still young, and she
has so many ideas for how it will grow and
change over time. For now, she just feels
grateful for the recognition and lucky to live
in a neighborhood that celebrates both his-
tory and new beginnings.

If you'd like to nominate a neighbor (or even your-

self!) for Yard of the Month, visit plazamidwood.
org/yotm/ and submit your nomination! Yard of
the Month is sponsored by Nectar Floral Designs.

September | 2020 Ashland Avenue
Kristen and Rich Dyer

After completing the construction of their
home in 2021, Kristen and Rich set out to
transform their grounds into an array of color.
This wasn't just landscaping—it was a full-
scale garden revitalization, installing hard-
scapes (white German schmear brick walls)
to compliment the home’s distinctive Crafts-
man style architecture and color palette.

The landscape features various trees and
shrubs, including Japanese Maples, Or-
ange Flame Sugar Maples, Crepe Myrtles,
Hydrangeas and Camellias, as well as flow-
ers creating seasonal color. Dahlias, Gladi-
olus, Cosmos, Petunias in the summer and
Mums and Pansies in fall. Richard’s passion
for gardening, a legacy from his mother, has
truly come to life in the raised flower beds
surrounding the home, where a seasonal
parade of flora keeps the property perpetu-
ally fresh and exciting. Richard specifically
loves to source rare varieties/colors of com-
mon flowers and grow them from seed. This
year showcased varieties of sunflowers and
zinnias. But the story doesn’t end there.
As the garden matures, big plans for a full
renovation of the backyard are also in the
works for an enchanting “English garden”
landscape.

PLAZA MIDWOOD MARATHON PARTY
COMING UP IN NOVEMBER

from Renee Dial

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

he annual Charlotte Marathon is back this fall on November
15th. You can sign up at thecharlottemarathon.com for any

of the three races held that day.

If running isn't your thing, we encourage you to come out to the
Midwood cheer station. We set up in the median of The Plaza
between Chestnut and Kensington early Saturday morning, ex-
pecting first runner around 9:15 am.

The Loose Lugnuts will be playing and we will have plenty of
refreshments. This is certainly a favorite event of the Plaza Mid-

wood Neighborhood Association! Bring the whole family, meet
your neighbors and have some fun! Signs and noisemakers are
encouraged.

We appreciate our sponsors for helping make this event one of
the best! Thank you to Stirling Group, Birdsong and Midwood
BBQ for supporting this neighborhood tradition.

As I've said before —It might just be the most fun you can
have before noon in Midwood!
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G IV E M E 5! Midwood Gives Back 2025

from Mandy Bean, Chair

he Give Back Five is back for its second year! From

September 28 — October 26, we'll be celebrating Midwood
Gives Back 2025—a month of community spirit, friendly
competition, and neighborhood pride. After last year’s success,
we're aiming to raise $10,000 again this year. All proceeds will
benefit Second Harvest and the Pantry at Holy Trinity on The Plaza,
making a meaningful impact right here in our community.

How It Works:

1. Complete any 5 activities from the Give Back Five checklist
(use the QR code to get to plazamidwood.org/MGB).

2. Submit your entry once through our Google form (link on
the website).

3.You'll be entered to win a beautiful fall mum for your home!
We'll draw five winning households on Monday, October 27
with mum deliveries soon after!

The Give Back Five Checklist: Here are some examples. BTW,
it'’s all on the honor system!

+ Donate First! Scan the QR code on your door hanger or
visit the PMNA website to contribute directly. Every dollar
helps us reach our $10,000 goal.

+  Build Connections—Join PMNA, introduce yourself to

PLAZA
MIDWCDD
ASSOLIATION

/MGB

Sept 28 - Oct 26

Donations to benefit Holy Trinity Food Pantry
and Second Harvest Food Bank

ok
neighbors, attend a quarterly meeting, or engage with us
on social media.

« Spread Kindness—Perform a random act of kindness or
help a neighbor with chores.
Beautify Midwood—Spruce up your yard, join a Trashy
Tuesday cleanup, or help at the Community Garden.
Support Local—Shop with local businesses or visit the
Plaza Midwood Library.

« Join Events—Participate in the Art Grant Community Paint
Day or volunteer at the Fall Crawl.

Remember: Donating counts as one of your five—so start

there and help us reach our $10,000 goal!

1 A NorthGroup

&_ ASSDCI#TES

Teamn you can trust! ™

selling our home! ™

"We couldn't be happier with our experience with Dulin & Associates and Robert
Dulin. He provided excellent Seller-focused expertise and detailed attention that

made our selling process not only successful, but financially rewarding. "
-Gregg and Jo-Ellen Hill, 1920 Winter Street

" We couldn’t be more pleased with the quality of service Robert provided. This is a
-Jonathan Ross, 1554 Tippah Park Court

" We knew Robert had a strong understanding of the neighborhood and how the
market was trending. His many years of experience definitely saved us time, money,
and heartache. Robert is the FIRST person we will call the next time we think about

-Andrew Kavulic and Genevieve Piche, 2016 Winter Street

& & & & & @&
L

Thinking of selling before the market goes down? Hire somehody to be your
Trusted Advisor that you can count on to always do the right thing for you.

| am proud of the value and service | offer my clients. | look forward to hearing from youl

F04-661-3173 www RobertDulin.com Robe

bertDulin.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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PERRY COUNSELING

PROMOTE HEALING. END STIGMA.

Plaza Midwood’s home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

www.justinperrycounseling.com

811 Central Avenue, Suite 1

Charlotte, NC 28204 (704) 908-4061

_|CoN f"'u»m

IMPROPER BEHAVIOR DETECTED £}

T HE IMPROPER PIG

PLAZA MIDWOOD LOCATION COMING SOON

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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EIGHT REASONS WE ¥ THE PMNA BOARD

By Lindsay McCleary

he more neighbors | meet, the more | fall in love with this

community! Plaza Midwood is overflowing with kindness,
generosity, and good vibes. Serving on the PMNA board gives
me the chance to do my part in helping keep it the fun, vibrant
place we all love to live and play.

But it's not just me who feels this way. | was curious why others
serve on the board, so | asked the current PMNA Board mem-
bers and, as you can imagine, everyone’s answer was different.
That's the beauty of it!

When you're giving your time and energy—time you could be
spending with family, on hobbies, or anything else—it matters
that what you're doing feels meaningful. You want it to connect
with your goals, reflect your values, and spark joy along the way.

So, here’s why the current board members (and I!) love being
on the board:

1. “l love PMNA because it's truly made Plaza Midwood feel like
my neighborhood. I've gotten to know the schools, | adore my
board friends (who are really just my regular friends now), and

MIDWOOD MILE ~
ANOTHER GREAT EVENT

by Bernie Petit

MNA’s third annual Midwood Mile

sprinted down The Plaza on Sep-
tember 28—bringing neighbors, run-
ners and families together for a one-
mile celebration through the heart of
Midwood.

The event featured multiple heats for
all experience levels, from competi-
tive runners to families out for a fun run. The road race once
again turned our main thoroughfare into a community runway
of energy and pride.

Thank you to everyone who ran, volunteered, cheered or cel-
ebrated with us.

Special thanks to our 2025 event sponsors:

« TITLE Sponsor: Jeff King

« Platinum Sponsors: Arts+, Charlotte ADU Builders, Robert-
son & Associates, The Village at Commonwealth

« Gold Sponsors: Barnhardt Manufacturing Company,
Beverly Newell, Chris Miller Law, Harper & Skyler’s Toys and
Sweets, Seemingly Overzealous Ice Cream, Tip Top Daily
Market, Crown Town Farm | Crown Town Compost, Lend-
Scout | American Security Mortgage

« Silver Sponsor: Summit Coffee on The Plaza

Find the race results at plazamidwood.org.

or———m—m ——

I've connected with people | never would’ve met since | work
from home. Just the other day | was walking down Common-
wealth and someone yelled, “Hey, Mandy Bean!” out their car
window—and I'm sure it was someone | met through volun-
teering on the board. | love it all so much!” - Mandy Bean

2."l enjoyed organizing the marathon party. It's my favorite
event of the year! | met people in the neighborhood that |
wouldn’t have otherwise met, including business owners. It’s
a good way to have a voice and interact in ways that make our
community better.” — Renee Dial

3.l love volunteering for the board because it reminds me,
despite national news and trends, that there are still people who
care deeply about fostering in-person connections and building
community. My fellow board members’ passion for making our
neighborhood an amazing place to live inspires me and renews
my love for PM each month. Serving on the board connects me
to new people and fills me with energy to make our corner of
Charlotte as welcoming and wonderful as it can be—a haven of
local spirit in a growing city.” - Louise Hindal Acer

4."It's a great way to meet neighbors, learn about your com-
munity, and drink some free beer!” - Kevin Sweat

5.”l've truly loved my six years as a board member! The experi-
ence has given me lifelong friendships and a deeper sense of
community than | ever imagined. If you have a little extra time
and want to connect with neighbors, make a difference, and
build lasting relationships, serving on the board is an incredibly
rewarding opportunity.”— Mark Blythe

6."Quickbooks!” Kevin Bohrer, Treasurer

7.”l love volunteering with the board because it allows me to
meet new neighbors and learn new skills, like Garden Club!”
- Adam Lane

8. “We have a great time together, we're doing good, and
we care about the people in Plaza Midwood.” - Rob Phocas,
Secretary

READY TO JOIN US?
If you:
« loveagood party,
+ enjoy meeting neighbors, and
« want to give back to this amazing
community you call home,

then the PMNA Board might be the perfect
fit for you! You can grab an application at
plazamidwood.org and send it our way at
info@plazamidwood.org. We'd love to have
you on board!

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



ARTS+ FALL OFFERINGS

Make fall the time for music and visual art!
from Stephanie McKinley

t Arts+, our calendar is packed with afterschool programs for
grades K-12, group classes and workshops for adults, and private
music lessons for all ages. Head to artsplus.org to learn more!

Here are some upcoming programs you won't want to miss. All of these
sessions will take place at the Arts+ Community Campus in Plaza Mid-
wood— 2304 The Plaza.

Arts+ AfterSchool: Wednesdays, Sept. 17 through Oct.
22. 3:30 - 6:15 pm. For grades K- 5. $325.
Kids Night Out - Music and Art: Saturday, Sept. 13;
Saturday, Oct. 11; Saturday, Nov. 8. 5:30 - 8:30 pm.
Ages4-11. $60.
Family Workshops: Friday, Sept. 26: MEDIEVAL MAGIC.
Friday, Oct. 24: SPOOKY SCARY. Friday Nov. 21: GIVING
THANKS. All are 4:30 - 6:30 pm. All ages. $15 each for
children 3 - 12.
Learn more about Arts+ and these programs at artsplus.org.
All of the above activities can be found under the programs
and group classes tabs.

DECORATE ART MIDWOOD

f you're reading this newsletter, you've likely walked by

Mr. Art Midwood at some point. Art is our neighborhood
mascot at the corner of Mecklenburg and Country Club
Lane, bringing smiles to all with his goofy grin. Over the
years, neighbors have adopted him and kept him seasonally
appropriate. He is currently showing his support of Sham-
rock Gardens and the 25/26 school year thanks to neigh-
bors Alli, Brooklyn, and Kinsley Cromartie and Kelly Reid. Art
needs you to help him stay fashionable and festive this
year! Have an interest in decorating him as well?

Now is your chance to sign
JII up and decorate Art, where
he will display the “outfit” of
your choice for the month
you choose. We're going to
try monthly sign-ups this

year. The QR code below S H EEDY RESIDENTIAL DESIGN

will take you to the Sign Up REW

Genius where you can learn
more and

grab your A | oo
month to il aesign
sign up. - > 2

“Make a House a Home”

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE

by Christine Sheil
Tree and Shrub Planting Time! - PLAZA =] Also consider light needs and drainage. Some shrubs
Fall is an excellent time to plant trees and shrubs. Not MIDWGDD prefer partial sunlight, and if you're hoping for flowers

only is it more pleasant to be outside this time of year,
but putting plants in the ground now is better for the
plants. Our mild winters are perfect for plants to work
on growing their roots and getting established before

the heat of summer. ==
growing togetber
since 2004 1

Evergreen trees and shrubs like inkberry and holly can  Li=

or fruit, you may need a sunnier spot. Likewise, many
plants want well-drained soil, but some actually prefer
to have consistently moist soil. Putting a plant in a sub-
optimal place doesn't always mean that the plant dies,
but it may not thrive. Look to the plant tag, ask ques-
tions at the garden store, or do a quick internet search
to help you find the plant’s requirements.

be planted to create privacy screens or hide ugly views.

A good canopy tree can create decent shade after a few years:
good choices are oak trees, red maples, tulip trees, or southern
magnolias.

Flowering shrubs like redbud, flowering dogwood, serviceberry,
and native viburnums bring beauty with very little effort. And
some shrubs like fothergilla will reward you next fall with
gorgeous fall color.

When you're ready to plant your trees and shrubs, consider
placement—the mature size of your tree or shrub may be many
times more than the current size. To save yourself a headache
later, put your tree or shrub far enough away from your house
and other structures.

Once you have the right spot, it's time to plant! Dig a hole as
deep as the root ball and two to three times as wide. Loosen
the roots, pop your plant in the hole (make sure it's standing
straight) and amend the soil with a little compost as you fill it
back in. Water well to welcome your plant, add mulch—use
leaves for bonus points—and kick back: you're done! The cool
weather often comes with plenty of rain, so you're off the hook
for plant care until the heat of summer returns. And your plant
shouldn’t show any obvious growth; all growth will be under-
ground for now.

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the
third Saturday of each month between 9:00 am and noon.
The more volunteers we have, the earlier we get done.
Children and youth are welcome!

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOLS UPDATE

from Mandy Bean & Negar Iskra

What a heartwarming start to the new
school year!

PMNA was happy to spread some back-to-school love by
delivering delicious lunch spreads to the amazing edu-
cators at Shamrock Gardens and Villa Heights Elemen-
tary Schools, Eastway Middle School and Garinger High.
Watching the smiles light up teachers’ and staff mem-
bers’ faces as they enjoyed sandwiches, tasty treats and
thoughtful goodies reminded us just how much these
incredible people do for our community every single day.
A special thanks goes out to Harris Teeter for generously
donating chips to make our lunch spreads even better!

We feel so lucky to live in a neighborhood that truly
believes in supporting our local schools. Along with
the lunches, we also surprised everyone with adorable
notebooks featuring uplifting messages like You Are
Amazing and So Grateful for You. The enthusiasm and
gratitude from our schools was absolutely contagious—
it's gestures like these that make Plaza Midwood such
a special place to call home. We can’t wait to continue
showing our schools lots of love and appreciation
throughout the year!

e

= PMNA showed CMS
staff some love on
the first day of school.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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MiDbwooD NATIVE

BEING IN PLazA MiDWoOD REAL ESTATE FOR OVER
22 YEARS CHANGES HOW YOU APPROACH SELLING
A HOUSE... THE PERFECT TRANSITION PROCESS:

® SHOWCASES YOUR HOME'S STORY
WITH STUNNING VIDEO

o CAPTURES EVERY DETAIL
WITH PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

® CREeATES IMMERSIVE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS

’ & DETAILED FLOOR PLANS

‘ e Buibs Custom WEB INFO PAGES
‘ 7O REACH MORE BUYERS

Curious about what your home could
eXp sell for in today’s market? Contact Scott
HARTIS  weairy b today at 704-756-7862, or download
the Perfect Transition Process.

Scott Hartis Broker/Realior® NC & SC | (704) 7567862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @



faLL20s © / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

. , Healthy Pets.
¢ Happy Adventures.

Grab the leash, hit the trail, and chase the colors
of fall with your furry friends. We'll be here to
~ keep their tails wagging through every adventure
- — and since we call this neighborhood home too,
we might just see you out there.

€3

QUEEN CITY y 1l

animal hospital

Fear-Free. Locally Owned. Always Caring.

A SOLID REPUTATION
BUILT ON SOLUTIONS

ROBERTSON

& ASSOCIATES

Attorneys & Counselors at Law

704.5972.5774 RLROBERTSON.COM

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



T (i

FALL 2025 / of PLAZA MIDWOOD

TIPS FOR SUCCESS IN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT

by Jen Baer

ince there are many new projects happening in Plaza Mid-

wood, Charlotte Historic Preservation staff thought it would
be helpful to provide some tips for success when you are work-
ing on projects in the Plaza Midwood Historic District.

Keep Masonry Unpainted. Brick, stone, stucco, and other types
of masonry should not be painted. Painting masonry not only
hides the natural beauty of these materials but also can cause
damage to the building. Painting masonry also leads to addi-
tional maintenance with having to repaint and deal with flak-
ing or blistering paint.

Make repairs to original parts of a building rather than re-
place. Original parts of a building such as, but not limited to,
doors, windows, siding, and trim are important to the charac-
ter of a property. These elements should be repaired and main-
tained to prevent deterioration and prolong the lifespan of the
historic materials.

Design building additions that complement the existing
building. Additions to existing buildings should complement,
not overpower, the original building. Building an addition on
the rear where it’s not visible from the street and attachingitin a
way that preserves the original building’s design is encouraged.

Add parking areas at the rear of the property. Adding park-
ing areas and enlarging driveways in the front yard impacts the
character of the streetscape. If additional parking is needed it
can be done at the rear of the property, where minimally visible
from the street.

Install fences that fit with the character of the neighborhood.
Rear yard fencing is allowed and can be wood or dark metal.
You can get creative with the style of fence, just as long as the
fence is not a chain-link or stockade style.

Contact staff when planning a project. When you begin plan-
ning a project, we encourage you to reach out to staff so that
we can provide feedback early in the process. Staff is here to
help and is available for a call or can even meet at your prop-
erty to talk about your project.

Even if you are not currently planning a project, please feel free
to contact staff if you have any questions or would like more in-
formation about the Plaza Midwood Historic District. Staff can
be reached at charlottehdc@charlottenc.gov.

980-305-2166

L&l Construction & Remodeli

Your Plaza Midwood Home Remodeling Specialists

| [ CONSTRUCTION

& REMODIELING

*Remodeling

*ADU's (Inlaw Suites)
*New Construction

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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TRINITY

€PISCOPAL
SCHOOL

ADMISSION NOW OPEN FOR K-8

Trinity Episcopal School - the only independent
K-8 school in Charlotte's center city - nurtures
curious minds and engaged citizens. Students
are challenged to think critically and make a
difference in the world. Discover how Trinity
puts students on the path to academic success.

APPLY AT TEScharlotte.org

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We are blessed here in Plaza Midwood to have several faith communities nearby.
The Spirit is pleased to bring you calendar and event information for our neighborhood churches.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH ~ 1900 The Plaza
+ Sunday Worship Service: 11 am

«  Food Pantry: Please bring your donations of nonperish-
able goods. The Pantry is open from 9 — Noon on Tuesdays
and Thursday for distribution.

»  Youth Co-Op—East Charlotte Christian Youth: Holy Trin-
ity Lutheran Church on The Plaza and Amity Presbyterian
Church on Sharon Amity Rd. partner to host youth co-op
East Charlotte Christian Youth (ECCY). Any interested middle
or high schooler is welcome. ECCY is a progressive Christian
youth group with values of inclusion and diversity. Activities
include faith formation, fellowship, and fun activities.

+ Support the Pantry through Midwood Gives Back: This
important food pantry program will be one of the recipients
of MGB donations—making a profound difference hyper-
locally here in Midwood. See page 12 for more information.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event, program or
other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.htlcchar-
lotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348. Reach the pastor’s
office at lovingnotjudging@gmail.com.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH ~
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue

+ Sunday Worship Service: 11 am

«  Trunk or Treat: October 29, 5:30-7 pm. Candy, games,
dinner — all are welcome!

» Parents Day Out Preschool: Midwood Baptist offers this
ministry to provide a safe, nurturing place for preschoolers
to grow spiritually, physically, cognitively, emotionally, and
socially—focusing on developmental and age-appropriate
activities, while providing a spiritual foundation.

Registration forms are available on the church website
under the Children’s tab. For any other information, email
midwoodpreschool@gmail.com. References available on
request.
For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.org or
call 704.376.8944.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community ~
2101 Belvedere Avenue
+ Sunday Worship Service: 11 am

« Pumpkin Delivery to the Patch: October 4,9 am. Help
unload pumpkins and set up the patch! Many hands make
light work and fun together kicking off this fall tradition.

« Pumpkin Patch at The Vine: October 4 - 31. Visit the Pump-
kin Patch all month to pick your perfect pumpkin! Every pur-
chase supports ministries and connects with our neighbors.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

« Picnicin the Patch: October 12,12 - 2 pm: Join us at
11am for a child-centered worship service and then
join us for a picnic amongst the pumpkins. We'll share in
fellowship, fun, and the beauty of the season.

Trunk-or-Treat with PMNA Fall Crawl: October 25. Every
Fall Crawl needs a Trunk-or-Treat! Parade through the
parking lot and fill up on candy!

Hanging of the Greens + Advent Workshop: November
30, noon - 2 pm. Decorate the sanctuary for Advent and
Christmas while the little ones make crafts together. It's a
hands-on way to welcome the season of hope.

« Caroling on the Lawn: December 14, 4 — 6pm. Gather
with friends and neighbors to sing your favorite Christmas
carols on the lawn. Hot drinks and holiday cheer.

Longest Night Prayer Service: December 21,6 pm. On
the darkest night of the year, we'll recognize that not ev-
eryone feels joy during the holiday season. This is a space
for lament, peace, and God's gentle light.

+  Christmas Eve Worship Service: December 24. 7 pm.
Celebrate with carols, candlelight, and communion. All are
welcome at this joyful Christmas Eve service.

Pajama Party Worship: December 28, 11am. Roll out

of bed and come as you are for cozy worship in your PJs

to enjoy a relaxed, joy-filled morning together after the

bustle of Christmas.
The Vine is committed to being an affirming and reconciling
congregation open to everyone. For more information on The
Vine, visit the website at TheVine Charlotte.com or call the
church at 704.334.7348, ext. 202. Reach Rev. Caroline Camp at
pastor@thevinecharlotte.com.

PMNA
QUARTERLY MEETING

Wednesday, October 22
at The VanLandingham Estate

+ 6:30 - 7 pm: Pre-meeting Mixer | - 7 - 8 pm: Meeting

Join us to learn about what's happening in the neighbor-
hood and connect with PMNA board members and neigh-
bors.

Updates and Presentations:
» Land Use Midwood Gives Back

- CMPD - Fall Crawl

We also anticipate that some of the candidates for the
November election may drop by.

See you there!
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ECO NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP ~ NEST

by Chris Lakin and June Blotnick

In September, NEST sponsored a field trip to Crown Town
Farm in Mt. Pleasant (Cabarrus County) where we got

to see in action the amazing circular economy of
the earth—available to us right here in the hood:
food waste to dirt to produce flowers. Special
thanks to Kris Steele for helping arrange this visit.

laza Midwood’s environmental group NEST held a

special potluck dinner meeting in September at
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, our wonderful neigh-
borhood partner. We enjoyed fellowship while cel-
ebrating our first 18 months and looking ahead to
future projects and initiatives.
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Our GLEE club continues its good work. The next
‘ g / ﬂ@ %z upei0® ?;!- garden tour will be.on Sunday October 2.6 at11 am
way point, the 130+ participants have diverted close b, R \9 %" at the home of Austin Seagrave. Plants will be avail-
to two tons of food from the landfill. This means that our DsH able for sale. Contact Nan Byars nanbyars@yahoo.com
neighborhood in just three months has reduced greenhouse to sign up and get details.

gas production by over 300 pounds of CO2e! The pilot contin-
ues through the end of the year, and our plan will be to continue
it on a longer-term, possibly expanded, basis after that.

Plaza Midwood Composts!, our six-month food
waste collection pilot program rolls on. At the half-

Look for us at Fall Crawl in October. We'll be unveiling our Little
Free Library near the community garden in Midwood Park. It
will have books about gardening, landscaping and
the environment. In addition, there will be fun partici-
patory environmental activity. Look for our table with
educational information and upcoming events.

Our goal is participation by a majority of the 2200
households in the neighborhood, so scan the QR
code at right or email lance@crowntowncompost.
com to sign up. (Note: It's possible you may be placed
on a wait list as we evaluate the capacity our current
funding will allow.)

NEST meets every other month on the 2nd Wednesday
at 7 pm at Southern Strain. Our next meeting will be No-
vember 12th. To be added to our email list, contact Chris
For thpse aIready. in the program, please makg a W‘g':t?s‘?;:f’ap Lakin at clakin01@gmail.com.

commitment to bring all your food waste to the bins

. For those who are new to NEST, here’s a guide to our acronyms:
regularly. We want to keep them full and make an even bigger NEST — Neighborhood Environmental Stewardship Team
impact. Contact Chris Lakin with any questions.

NEST's GLEE Club - (Gardening, Landscaping, Ecology, Environment)

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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#1 Real Estate
Team 1n Plaza
Midwood

by Sales Volume and
Total Number of Units Sold

AMY TRITT JEFF KING
THE JEFF KING TEAM Broker, NC REALTOR®  Broker, NC/SC REALTOR®
ESTD 2023 704.574.9869 704.332.7309

2841 ATTABERRY DRIVE
SOLD: $1,695,000
Full Asking Price

2115 MECKLENBURG AVE
SOLD: $1,149,000
$49K Over Asking Price

2223 CLUB ROAD
SOLD: $1,175,000
$100K Over Asking Price

2100 SABLEWOOD DR
SOLD: $905,000
$130K Over Asking Price

“Jeff is an exceptional Realtor and absolutely

“Amy was our agent for buying a new house
and selling our old house, and she knocked deserving of a 5-star review! From start
it out of the park. Between her marketing and to finish he consistently went above and
pricing strategy, understanding of the Charlotte beyond our expectations. His professionalism,
real estate market, and effective staging, we dedication, and genuine care made all the
were able to sell our house at a record price for difference. We couldn’t have asked for a better
experience.”

our neighborhood.”

*Source: Canopy MLS, Inc. 1/1/24 -8/31/25

Vy+Co |
Sav y+Co -

REAL ESTATE

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬁ
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Interested in advertising? This magazine reaches approximately V) Full Page (7w 875" One time $900.00
3,000 households whose residents prefer to shop, dine in and = " “I;';"a' Contract (4 issues) 52‘21;‘8-83
. . e . alf Page (7"w x 4.375"h OR 3.375"w x 8.75"h) One time............ 4

support Plaza Midwood businesses. The Spirit is published quarterly s Annua?c.,mract $1730.00
in January, April, July and October. Advertising deadlines = Quarter Page (3.375"wx4.375"h) $250.00
. B Annual Contract $910.00
are listed on page 3. o Business Card (3.375"w x 1.85"h) $100.00
g Annual Contract $360.00
V|S|T WWW.PLAZAM|DWOOD’ORG Fo R Mo REN EWS |-|>J 10%_Qiscount for annual contract (4 is_sues), unless a p(emium placement.
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DENTISTRY

704.837.8480 -—— pmdent.com
1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

=0 =0
Now Offering Extended Morning,

Implant Placement Evening and Friday

In-Office Hours Now Available

Conveniently Located,
Across Central Ave.
from Harris Teeter

Introducing Dr. LaShawn Hart!
With a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from UNC Chapel Hill,

Dr. Hart brings strong skills and expertise to our practice and is

LaShawn Hart,
DDS

Michael C. Farmer,
DMD, FICD, PA

passionate about giving the best care for her patients. She looks
forward to meeting you and caring for your dental needs!



