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Fresh growth at Shamrock Gardens Elementary
school returns to the neighborhood with a new

building & lots of excitement
2022 hamrock Gardens Elementary is blooming! After a

QUARTERLY long wait, students returned August 29th to a brand-
MEETINGS: new school building that honors the school’s past while
positioning it for an even brighter future.

For more than 65 years, the school was stretched across
multiple midcentury buildings connected by narrow
walkways and gardens that attracted butterflies and even
produced vegetables—a cherished effort to enrich students’
education. Now stands a bright 45-classroom replacement
building featuring a large courtyard with plenty of room for new
gardens to grow.

October 26
Save the Dates!

The new building marks the end of a trying time for Shamrock
scholars, their families and faculty, who endured the COVID
pandemic, which brought classrooms to a halt in 2020, and then
traveled to the school’s temporary space at Lincoln Heights elementary for
the following two years of hybrid and masked learning.

“After experiencing many challenging moments with COVID while
navigating those changes in a different space the past two years, the new o= B
building brings everyone together,” said Principal Trina Potter. “It has a ;
special meaning as the new beginning celebrating the success of what we
survived during a time in history none of us will ever forget.”

The new building boasts a media center with a state-of-the-art TV studio

for student programming, a “maker studio” for special projects, and
ample flex spaces—including outdoor areas for teaching and learning.
There’s even a space designed for gardening, with sinks designed for
students to learn gardening skills.

The excitement is palpable. During the school open house in late August, students and their
families poured in to reconnect with one another and explore the new space. The new building
hummed with excitement.
continues on pg. 6
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| speak cat!

Heavy Petting
Pet Sitting Service

heavypettingpetsitting@gmail.com
704-651-9098
heavypetting.net

\:"“ n Serving Plaza-Midwood since 1995 .

DENTISTRY

\ 704.837.8480 ~—— pmdent.com

1308-F The Plaza, Charlotte, NC 28205

Now Offering Extended Morning
Implant Placement and Evening Hours
In-Office Now Available

==

Conveniently Located,
Across Central Ave.

from Harris Teeter

Learn about the extra precautions

Michael C. Farmer, we are taklng to protect you durlng J. Everett Case 11,
DMD, FICD, PA COVID-19 at www.pmdent.com DMD
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PMINA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

by Joey Guy

t's hard to believe it is already

time for the 2022 Q4 Spirit
and this is my last President’s
message. It has truly been a
pleasure representing Plaza
Midwood for the past year.

The truth is that | would not
have been able to do this (ol
without the support from
everyone else involved. Thanks
to Clifton and PMMA. Thanks
to Phil and the land use
group for answering all the
questions | couldn’t. Thanks
to all of the Spirit team for all
their hard work. And most
importantly thanks to VP Jim
for handling all of the email
communications, quarterly
meetings, etc. Jim will be
taking over January 1 and |
assure you, you are in good
hands.

To the board, thanks for
making my life easy. We
added five awesome new
board members over the
past year who have made an
instant impact with their hard work and new ideas. Unfortunately we will have several
members who will be reaching the end of their terms during 2023. So | encourage
anyone who may be interested to please reach out and begin to get involved now. For
more info please email info@plazamidwood.org.

Fall is my favorite time of the year. Especially in PM. We have Halloween on Winter
Street, Festbier at Resident Culture, and the perfect weather for impromptu gatherings
with neighbors while out for walks or after a long day’s work.

We have plenty more in store from PMNA as the year winds down so please make sure
to stay up to date via the e-newsletter and social media. | promise you that this year’s
Fall Crawl is one you do not want to miss!

Thanks!
Joey

VISIT
WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

FOR MORE NEWS
AND INFORMATION ABOUT
PLAZA MIDWOOD
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PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Joey Guy, President
& Dog Stations

Winter Street
336-963-2656
joeyguy21l@gmail.com

Jim Truchon, Vice President,
Winter Fling & Web Administration
Georgia Avenue

704-995-4124

jimtr@live.com

Adam Lane, Treasurer
Masonic Drive
704-402-0400
lane.benton@gmail.com

Joshua Fisher, Secretary
Logie Avenue
704-591-1751
jfisher@cmpd.org

Lisa Swayne Proud, Immediate
Past President, Membership &
The Spirit

Georgia Avenue

704-941-9519
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com
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Mandy Bean, Schools
Masonic Drive
704-302-6702
mandybean19@gmail.com

Mark Blythe, Home Tour &
Midwood Gives Back

The Plaza

704-807-5288
mark.blythe@allentate.com

Kristin Krupa Butz,

The Spirit Ad Sales
Dunhill Drive
216-577-6896
kristin.k.butz@gmail.com

Renee Dial, Marathon Party
The Plaza

704-582-3823
rdial79@gmail.com

Kristen Dyer, Social Media
Ashland Avenue
704-654-7555
k10dyer@gmail.com

Chad Gambrell, Midwood Park
& Movies in the Park

Belle Terre Avenue
336-269-1380
chad.n.gambrell@gmail.com

Lindsay McCleary, Home Tour
Tippah Avenue
724-456-9638
lindsayjones1230@gmail.com

Larry Nabatoff, Midwood Mile
& Adopt A Street

The Plaza

704-607-2049
larry@nabatoffgroup.com

Bernie Petit, eNewsletter
Attaberry Drive
704-813-5315
berniepetit@hotmail.com

Christine Sheil, Community Garden
& Transportation

Mimosa Avenue

415-515-8109
christine.r.sheil@gmail.com

2022 BOARD ROSTER:

Kevin Sweat, Permits & Insurance
Ashland Avenue

706-338-8558
kgsweat@gmail.com

Wes Turner, Fall Crawl
The Plaza
336-830-2105
weskturner@gmail.com

Tanya Wilson, Land Use &
Midwood Maynia

Club Road

704-957-0610
Tmichellew76@yahoo.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Officio:
The Spirit Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Ex Officio:
Yard of the Month

Tippah Avenue
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

“Brinley not only had excellent follow up,
she went the extra mile to do the research
that we considered above and beyond what
is normally experienced with an agent. We did
not know Brinley prior to this home search and
purchase, but we are so glad we connected
with her. We cannot recommend Brinley enough
and will do so every opportunity we have!

She was awesome in every way!”

-- Kent & Deirdre J.

Brinley Huntley
Broker/Realtor®

Midwood Resident
704.650.1193
brinley@hmproperties.com
hmproperties.com

(O7CO7Tdd]]

HM PROPERTIES
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EDITOR’S NOTES

from Terri Arrowood

inally! The world seems to be returning to normal. |

know this because Fall Crawl! will include the beloved and
truly-missed Trunk or Treat at The Vine again this year after
a two-year COVID hiatus. It has certainly been a challenging
time in our history, but we have weathered it with strength,
kindness, innovation and true neighborliness! Because
that’s who we are and what we do.

There are a few things that | would like to note. First, | want
to thank our neighbor and friend Larkin Egleston for his
service to our city and his leadership on City Council. | have
no doubt that we will see him again soon in another role
of service to our community. Thank you, Larkin, for looking
out for the little guy and being true to your conscience!

| would like to welcome Pastor Tosh Jenkins to The Vine
and the neighborhood. While we adored the Rev. Dr. Susan
Hefner-Huen, I’'m sure that we are going to feel the same
about Pastor Tosh. She is a widow raising five children (yes,
fivel) balancing family and mission life. I'd call that the
epitome of strength combined with passion.

And my friend Jennifer Murphy, who is also a good friend
of many of you who have been in the hood for a while,
has published her second novel. Jen lived on Chatham
Avenue, was president of the PMNA in the 90s, and came
to Charlotte as the city’s first public arts commissioner.
Though she lives in Houston now, part of her heart will
always be in PM. | saw her recently at Park Road Books for a
book signing. Still lovely, smart and witty, she has written a
psychological thriller titled “Scarlet in Blue.” Check it out if
you love a good read.

I am so excited about a collaboration that Lisa Swayne
Proud and some of our other PMNA board members are
spearheading. Partnering with the Plaza Midwood Library,
they are bringing the Penguin sign home to be displayed
on our library walls, just a couple of blocks from where it
lived for so long before it came down. Murray Chapple and
WhirlyPig Designs are also part of this project, donating
other signs to the library. Please read more about this on
page 12 —and if you have any neighborhood historic
photos or other items, consider donating them to this effort.

There's lots more in this issue. | hope you’ll read it all—to
find out about Fall Crawl, The Vine’s Picnic in the Patch,
Midwood Gives Back and PM holiday events as well. Thanks
to Beth Dozier and Bernie Petit for two fantastic articles
about Shamrock’s shiny new home and neighborhood art
trailblazer Amy Herman.

And now, here’s my traditional sign-off for our fall
magazine...

Once again, it’s hard to believe that another year has come
and almost gone—and this is the last issue of The Spirit for
2022.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

| hope you and yours have a wonderful autumn and
Thanksgiving... and joyous holiday season—and that you
are safe and well for the New Year.

Best,
Terri

HOLIDAY EVENTS (N
PLAZA MIDWOOD

Plaza Midwood leaders are still in the process of
planning our favorite holiday activities, but dates
haven’t yet been confirmed.

Please check our website (plazamidwood.org),
Facebook page and other social media for exact dates
and times.

Plans are to host the Lighted Balls Workshop with Santa
in attendance as well as the Running of the Balls. You
will definitely want to make plans for these jolly events!

car@lina

development

OFFERING A HOLISTIC APPROACH
TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT SINCE 2006.

\l tf
v

Pediatric Physical, Occupational, ‘ ’

Speech and Feeding Therapy,
CST and Cranial bands.

A holistic and thorough approach.
Infants through the early years.

W ne

341 NORTH CASWELL ROAD, CHARLOTTE, NORTH ROL‘, 28204 - 704-379-7773

carolinakinderdevelopmént.c
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CHILI ~ MUSIC ~ BEER

SECOND ANNUAL FRANK'’S CHILI FEST RETURNS

ast year’s inaugural chili festival brought a huge crowd to

the Plaza Midwood business district for a day of fun, food
and beer—and of course, competition. Will Coaltrane’s
bring home another first place this year? Come out and
vote for your favorites on October 22.

Come early, get your wristband and enjoy an afternoon
of great food and beverages. A $20 donation gets you a
wristband allowing you to taste all the chili you can from
noon until 4 pm. No wristbands needed for kids under 5.

When: Saturday, October 22 (rain or shine)
12 noon - 4:30 pm
Chili cookoff winners announced at 4:30pm

Where: Plaza Midwood business district at
Commonwealth and Thomas Avenues

What: A community street festival raising funds for
unexplained pediatric death research and family grief
support. All proceeds benefit the SUDC Foundation.

For more information: visit https://frankmcleanforever.
org/plaza-midwood-chili-festival

Shamrock Gardens, continued from cover

FRANK MCLEAN

FOREVER

FRANKMCLEAN.ODRG

“These last few years have been tough on the kids,” said
Andrea Wise, whose children are in kindergarten and
first grade. “There’s something so promising about a
fresh start, and to me, this beautiful, brand new school
building symbolizes just that. It's hard not to feel a
sense of community when the school is right in your
neighborhood.”

Potter says school administrators are seeing a “daily
increase” in enrollment. But Gena Morton remembers a
time when it was rare for Plaza Midwood families to send
their children to the neighborhood school.

When Morton’s son, Oliver, enrolled in Shamrock Gardens
in 2011, many of her neighbors questioned the decision.
Most Plaza Midwood and Plaza-Shamrock parents sought
magnet placements at other schools, enrolled in private
school, or pulled up stakes and moved to another district
when their children reached school age.

That's because Shamrock Gardens struggled during the 80s
and 90s as families flocked to the suburbs, and regulators
focused less on city schools. By the late 90s, Shamrock
Gardens was one of the state’s poorest, most dilapidated
schools. When the first North Carolina school ratings were
released in 1997, Shamrock Gardens was among the 15
lowest-performing schools in the entire state.

_

But thanks to a decades-long community effort to invest in
the school, Shamrock Gardens became a national success
story.

By 2015, 90 percent of Shamrock students met or exceeded
a year’'s worth of academic growth. That trend has
continued. The school performed better than 39 percent of
North Carolina elementary schools in 2015. That number
grew to 53 percent in 2022.

“It's not just the people who live on Belvedere,” said
Morton, whose fifth grader now attends the school.
“Shamrock is a place where every single staff member
cares and wants to support every child in every situation,
no matter how challenging. | know I’'m sending my child
somewhere where they meet her needs personally as an
independent human being.”

Carol Sawyer, the district representative on the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Board of Education, says the new school’s
new building will help attract families and continue the
school’s upward trajectory.

“Shamrock Gardens is the heart of the community,” said
Sawyer. “Its gardens have brought diverse members of the
Shamrock community together. | look forward to seeing
the new gardens bloom.”

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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BUSY SEASON AHEAD FOR THE MIDWOOD MILE

by Neil Mara

t'll be busy along the Midwood Mile this fall and winter

as new plantings and projects take shape to spruce up
this neighborhood gateway and move ahead on the use of
native species.

Project planning kicked back into high gear in early
September on efforts to landscape around the Plaza
Midwood stone monument, to reseed the native wildflower
and grasses beds started in the spring, to maintain and
enhance the planters along the bike lanes and to prepare
new seedbeds for new mixes of wildflower seeds.

These and other projects offer residents and visitors a
chance to see this innovative work in action, and to help by
participating as volunteers, to support the effort through
donations, and to get involved through feedback to the
Midwood Mile Committee. All are welcome!

Here's a brief update on the projects already underway and
those to come. Be sure to check out the links at the end of
this article.

Monument Landscaping

The committee plans to move ahead this fall with plans
to surround the Plaza Midwood stone monument with an
array of native wildflowers, grasses and shrubs designed to
make this a focal point of a mile-long linear park.

For the monument garden, plantings in late October and
early November will include swaths of native grasses,
perennials, and shrubs that will evolve with the seasons,
according to Brian Bennett, one of several landscape
architects and residents working on this project.

Better suited to the region than non-native plants, the
seeds in this bed will also provide wildlife and pollinator
habitat, seasonal flowering interest, fall color, and winter
interest in the form of fruit, grass and perennial seed heads,
along with showy bark and deciduous shrubs.

Native Plant Beds

The group learned a lot from the two native wildflower and
grass beds planted in the spring, and plans to keep moving
forward to get native plants fully established.

The native seedings were planted in May on two sections
of the median, including species such as Blackeyed Susan,
Yarrow and Coreopsis, along with Fox sedge and Upland
bentgrass. The dry, hot weather and resistance of the
existing invasive plants made it difficult for some of the
native seeds to emerge and grow.

But committee members remind us that no plants are
native to the harsh, constructed environment of a roadway
median, so tests of various plants are needed to confirm

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

Gary talks to volunteers painting planters.

which species are best suited and adaptable for each
specific location.

“The plan is to experiment with various plants and seed
mixes to determine what plantings may work, with the goal
of ultimately serving as an example of what a better/native
median planting could be,” said Bennett.

“These ongoing tests will allow us to learn, adapt, and
improve the plants and seeds selected, as well as develop
improved techniques to establish and maintain the
plantings as we continually seek to improve the aesthetic
and ecological function of the median.”

Bike Lane Planters

The committee also plans to broaden and refine the
volunteer efforts to maintain the planters along the bike
lanes on the Midwood Mile. These planters are now wholly
the association’s responsibility, and more help will be
needed for this effort.

Special thanks to block captains who stepped up for each
block along The Plaza to help organize care of planters
in their section. This includes watering during dry or hot
spells to supplement the paid monthly watering that PMNA
supports. In addition, to report any issues with vehicle-
planter collisions, alert the group about issues and help
keep planters neat with trimming and related maintenance.

These efforts are open to anyone in the neighborhood, not
just those living along The Plaza.

“We'd really like to see people get excited about the planters
near them,” said Larry Nabatoff, head of the Midwood Mile
group. “If you like the idea of the planters and improving
them, please consider donating or volunteering to be part
of one of these efforts.”

continues on pg 9
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COMMUNITY GARDEN UPDATE

by Christine Sheil

LET’'S TALK LAWNS

Recently (August 11, 2022), the NY Times published
an opinion video titled “Kill Your Lawn Before it
Kills You.” An extreme title, perhaps, but it certainly
emphasizes some of the problems associated with
keeping your yard a swath of pristine, green grass.

On the suggestion of a neighbor (shout-out to

"PLAZA
MID_V_V_GDD

R

. . L . growing together
Maddy!), we're taking inspiration from the NY Times |1." since 2004 .z

waste of potable water we use to get our lawns to
survive our long, hot, humid summers. Water is a
precious resource, and we will have to learn to treat
it as such as we adapt to climate change.

Another drawback to lawns is that they don’t
provide much value to wildlife.

Douglas Tallamy has written several books (available
at the library) that go into much greater detail, but in

piece and discussing the realities of lawns and how
to transition away from mere grass to something more
sustainable.

Lush green grass has long been a point of pride for many
Americans, and probably is a part of many happy memories
for all of us: running barefoot through the lawn, an
afternoon picnic or cloud-watching, or even just the smell
of fresh-cut grass. Grass is everywhere—in our front yards,
our back yards, in the medians, surrounding schools and
malls and roadsides.

In the face of climate change, however, our lawns have the
potential to make or break our commitment to reducing
carbon, preserving our access to clean water, and protecting
our increasingly fragile ecosystems.

The typical grass lawn is problematic for reducing
carbon emissions, keeping our air and water clean, and
protecting vulnerable species and ecosystems.

We'll start with the maintenance of our lawns. When we (or
our landscapers) use gas-powered mowers, trimmers, and
leaf blowers, the exhaust contributes to local air pollution.
The chemicals we apply, whether fertilizer or herbicide, are
easily washed away into our streams and rivers, polluting
our water—and keep in mind, we get our drinking water
from our rivers.

Fertilizers and herbicides can also be detrimental to the
microorganisms that are essential to soil health, and
healthy soil absorbs rainwater better
and erodes less. Furthermore,
healthy soil makes healthy plants,
and makes for a healthy planet.

Soil can act as a carbon sink if we
nurture it and build it by allowing
leaves and other fallen debris
to decompose, limit the use of
fertilizers and herbicides, and keep
the ground covered with plants
or mulch; look into regenerative
agriculture and the nonprofits Kiss
the Ground and the Rodale Institute
for more information.

And let’s not forget the massive

_

Photo courtesy Pexels/Phil Mitchell.

a nutshell, the amount of space that American lawns
currently take up is the size of most of the larger national
parks in the lower 48 put together. From that perspective,
what we do collectively with our lawns has a huge potential
in the fight against climate change and the preservation of
the many species that are in decline.

The health of an ecosystem—of which our properties are a
part, whether or not we think of them that way—depends
on providing a variety of habitat, food, and water sources
to wildlife. For our red-tailed hawks and barred owls to be
able to live here, they need our tall willow oaks and other
canopy trees to perch and nest in; they also need access
to water (thanks, streams!) and food in the form of small
mammals and birds.

For those smaller mammals and birds to grow to large
enough populations to support our hawks and owls, they
need trees and shrubs to nest in and take cover from
predators. They also need access to water (bird baths and
ponds are awesome) and food in the form of seasonal berries
and nuts, mushrooms, and of course, lots and lots of insects.

This is where our lawns interrupt a healthy neighborhood
ecosystem. Our lawns don’t produce nuts or berries, or
provide cover for these smaller animals.

Furthermore, believe it or not, lawns simply don’t host the
populations of insects that are necessary to support the
whole food web. Nuts, mushrooms, and berries are great
and all, but bugs are where it’s at in terms of providing
a healthy serving of fat and protein
to birds (especially baby birds!) and
other animals.

And while some bugs can eat just
about anything (looking at you,
slugs), most insects are very, very
picky, and only eat the leaves of
certain plants which are native
to the region that insect is in.
Milkweed and monarch caterpillars
are a well-known example. A healthy
ecosystem has many native plants
to host many insects to diversify the
food sources of the animals higher
on the food chain.

continues

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



So, very simply, conventional lawns, being non-native and
inherently non-diverse, cannot provide the nourishment to
many of the insects that form the backbone of a healthy
ecosystem.

What can be done?

The first thing we can each do is evaluate our yards and our
attachment to our lawn. Is your attachment an aesthetic
one, and you simply like the green, open space that
your lawn gives you? Or are there functional concerns?
Perhaps you have a lawn because your kids or dogs like to
run around the backyard or you have yard games or like
picnicking. Or maybe you just haven’t thought about it,
and are keeping a lawn out of habit.

Next, consider how much of your lawn you actually use.
What corners or nooks or other spaces of grass could be
converted to shrubs, trees, or other plants? Maybe you have
a shady place where grass simply cannot grow, or maybe
you realize that the grass on one side of your driveway
isn’t serving much of a purpose. You could expand your
foundation plantings, or plant along your property line or
fence or a path. You might simply downsize the size of your
lawn, and choose an area to convert to a planted bed.

Once you've identified a space that can be converted, the
fun can begin! Is the space sunny or shady? Is it dry or wet?
Do you want a tree, and do you want a large canopy tree
that can shade your home in summer or a smaller one?
Do you want to start a veggie garden? Plant a pollinator
patch? Maybe you’d like to start bird-watching and want to
incorporate plants that will give them shelter and food. Is
there a view you'd like to block, or some corners that could
be softened?

If you would like to keep a short greenish groundcover,'

look into native groundcovers, which typically require
less watering and maintenance. Violets, green-and-gold,

Midwood Mile, continued from pg 7
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various ferns, moss phlox, lyre-leaf sage, sedges, mosses,
or partridgeberry are all beautiful. Another option is to let
your herbs go wild. Oregano, thyme, and mint will happily
spread if they’re allowed.

There are also companies that sell low-growing native
grasses. Keep in mind, however, that these groundcovers
may only tolerate light foot traffic, and are often seasonal,
meaning they may turn brown in the winter. View this as a
welcome reminder of the cycling of seasons — think, bare
branches on trees in winter.

Alternatively, you could have what a garden mentor of
mine calls a “Darwinian lawn,” where the greenery of grass
is mimicked by whatever “weeds” would like to grow—
various grasses, violets, clovers, chickweed, wood sorrel.
A bonus of this type of lawn is that it is “survival of the
fittest” so that whatever grows there is suited for that level
of shade/sun and water; additionally, a lot of what we
consider to be lawn weeds provide early sources of nectar
for bees.

And if you've decided you do need to keep some of your
lawn, there are many eco-friendly ways to maintain even a
conventional grass lawn. Cut high to preserve soil moisture,
and leave the grass clippings to recycle back into the soil.
Mind your water usage; don’t water in the heat of the day,
and consider not watering if we've had sufficient rain. Opt
for electric rather than gas-powered machinery. Or if you
want to go nuts, swap your gym membership for a push
mower! Instead of fertilizing, top-dress your lawn with a
light application of compost.

If we all make even small changes to our yards, we can

_ collectively make a big difference in the future of our planet!

<2+, Join us in the community garden in Midwood
147} ; Park on the third Saturday of each month
~" between 9:00 and noon. Children and youth
are welcome!

Street Cleanup

Fall will also see renewed efforts on Adopt-A-Street cleanup
days, which usually happen on Saturday mornings every
other month, or at least once a quarter.

Please watch for notices and sign up to help. These cleanups
are a great way to get involved when you can, and also
have fun meeting neighbors.

Links to Get Involved

There will be many chances this fall and through the
winter to help with general cleanup and plant weeding
and trimming days at various places along the Midwood
Mile. This includes work on existing plantings and bike lane
planters, plus prep work for one or more possible additional
native wildflower and grass seed beds in addition to the
two now in process.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

See these links below to volunteer or donate.

¢ Report problems: If you see a problem with a planter,
report it to planters@plazamidwood.org.

¢ Volunteer: If you'd like to volunteer to be part of the
planter beautification and maintenance team, email
planters@plazamidwood.org or signup on the PMNA
website at this link - https://plazamidwood.org/get-
involved/volunteer/#!form/Volunteers.

¢ Donate: While the PMNA supports this effort
financially, more is needed to keep this going. To
donate, visit https://plazamidwood.org/get-involved/
donate/#!form/Donate and be sure to choose
“Midwood Mile” from the drop-down list.

)
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ur totally tubular Fall Crawl festival is back for a

fifteenth year and will be a radical ‘80s retro day! Put
on your most bodacious costumes and come enjoy the
festivities starting at 11 am in Midwood Park.

Back this year—the last stop on the kids’ costume parade
is the traditional Trunk or Treat hosted by The Vine. After
the parade, guide your little monsters back to Midwood
Park and burn off the sugar rush with bounce houses, face
painting, live music, vendor village and more.

As a new righteous initiative PMNA has partnered with Ken
Riel of COMPASS, CrownTown Compost and LendScout
to reduce waste. COMPASS and LendScout will provide
compostable cups which will be collected and composted
by CrownTown Compost.

Most important... we would like to let you know that
all profits from Fall Crawl will be supporting our local
neighborhood schools!

Check out the schweet full day line up below. A special
THANK YOU to our fly sponsors below and bitchin’
volunteers for helping make Fall Crawl happen!

TITLE Sponsor:

KEN RIEL

BROKER | REALTOR' | DAD
C@MPASS

PLATINUM Sponsors:

e Birdsong Brewing
¢ Scott Hartis
e Jeff King

¢ LendScout

A NOTE ABOUT

mistaken idea.

Halloween is a national holiday...

'kl

7=

Saturday October 29 from 11 am - 6 pm
by Wes Turner

¢ The Bohemian: A Wine Bar

ver the years, more than a few folks have been under the mistaken impression that the
PMNA/Plaza Midwood leaders are somehow in charge of Halloween in the neighborhood.
Though PM has a long history of ghoulish fun and spooky events at Halloween time, that is a

and your trick-or-treat plans and festivities are just that—
yours. Halloween always falls on October 31. If you have concerns about weather or A
other issues regarding trick-or-treating, you should make your best decisions for your family.

11 am: Kid’s Story Time
Presented by Charlotte
Mecklenburg Library

11:30 am: Costume Parade

Noon: Festival begins! Enjoy
Birdsong beer, The Bohemian wine,
bounce houses, vendors and great music!

Music Line Up

.%
12:30 - 2 pm:

2:15 - 3:45 pm: Kids in America - Totally 80s Tribute Band
4-530pm: WAG

The Agave Brothers

Food Trucks
e Strudelteig Food Truck

e Tacos Don Covotl

¢ Soul Miner’s Garden Food Truck

GOLD Sponsor: SILVER Sponsor:

e Atlantic Bay ¢ CrownTown Compost

IN THE HOOD “%

You'll want to be sure and visit Winter Street whose residents have a long tradition of closing
the street so kids (and wanna-be kids) can stroll and collect loot without worrying about cars.
The Winter Street crew goes all out—with great yard decorations and more than a couple of
haunted houses. Happy Halloween to all the ghosts and goblins in Midwood!

_
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Have you seen PMNA’'s 50th Anniversary
Plaza Plaques?

Show your Plaza Midwood pride by buying a Plaza
Plague at PlazaMidwood.org. Plague proceeds and
FMNA Membership fees help pay for amazing events
and initiatives that happen in the neighborhood:

Midwood Maynia, Home & Garden Tour,
Winter Fling, Fall Crawl, Marathon Party,
Dog Stations & Park, Midwood Mile
Community Garden

To keep these projects going, please pay your dues.
PMNA dues are only $25 a year.

Become a Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association B
Member or Renew for 2022 at PlazaMidwood.org e

SUGGESTED et -

: MINIMUM v~ |4 kw

" ., DONATION A X7 mm-.-.SqHTHPAHK
$50 ' 2y

HEY PLAZA MIDWQODI!

MECKTOBER
FEST

BUY | SELL | REFINANCE | INVEST

12PM-5PM

OLDE MECKLENBURG BREWERY CATERED, BRATS, SAUERKRAUT,
POTATO SALAD AND MORE!
MUSIC BY PLAZA-MIDWOOD'S VERY OWN

Pat Buff

Keller Williams SouthPark
3404

A NEPFP '"E'E® 4% BB I A 0 N
22 Rs A R UVUR” J € £\ [l,

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG ﬂ
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PENGUIN SIGN IS COMING HOME TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD!

Collaborative Exhibit Opening Soon at the Plaza Midwood Library
by Lisa Swayne Proud

he Plaza Midwood Neighborhood

Association was thrilled to be gifted the
old Penguin sign, but how could we best
honor and display the sign?

After a lot of starts, stops, discussions and
PMNA board votes, we found the perfect
solution—with the help of the Plaza Midwood
Merchants Association and WhirlyPig Design.

Together, and just in time for PMNA's 50th
anniversary, we're creating a permanent
Plaza Midwood exhibit at the Plaza Midwood
branch of the Charlotte Mecklenburg Library.
In addition to the Penguin sign, the exhibit

will include old business signs that neighbor Murray
Chapple of WhirlyPig Design has collected over the years:
those from 1510 Antiques, City Supply and Fresh Produce.

“As a community hub, our goal is to create a welcoming
space that reflects the diversity and unique character of the
neighborhood. The Library is proud to preserve the rich
history of Plaza Midwood through this new exhibit,” said
Catherine Haydon, Plaza Midwood Library manager.

You re Inv:teﬂ to d

"PICNIC.i jn

THE PATCH!-

: October 16 1

All are welcome-at this free community event

at the Vine'lUMC. Comie as you are, pick your
spumpkin and have a gourd time:Fresh soups and
treats, yard games, kids crafts and photo props.

We're thrilled the Plaza Midwood Library
has agreed to host this exhibit. Plus, they
are going add to it as well! The library’s
Robinson-Spangler Carolina Room staff is
curating historic Plaza Midwood photography
to be displayed with the old business signs.
The new exhibit will also include pieces that
the very first PMNA President Mary Anne
Hammond donated—like the old trolley track
that ran down Central Avenue and a copy of
PMNA's very first neighborhood directory.

Thank you to the Charlotte Mecklenburg
Library for hosting the exhibit, WhirlyPig

Design for installing all of the pieces and PMNA for funding
the project.

We can’t wait for the neighborhood to see it! There will be
an exhibit opening party and everyone will be invited. Stay
tuned for details.

Do you have a Plaza Midwood business sign or
piece of Plaza Midwood history you would like
considered for the exhibit? If so, please email us

at info@plazamidwood.org.

DID YOU GET
YOUR DOOR
HANGER?

f not, please take a few
minutes and contribute to
one of Plaza Midwood’s most
important campaigns. Go to
to
donate. And thanks so much! /-

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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“Jeff is absolutely the most
knowledgeable realtor on Plaza
Midwood real estate and he

i

" -t

knows everyone, which means

*ﬁl
you are in great hands every .-
step of the way.”
"HAPPY HOME BUYER

Thank you to the Plaza Midwood community!

I would like to express my deepest thanks to the Plaza Midwood community for your
continued confidence, support, and most importantly, your friendship throughout the years.

As a long-time Midwood resident, Historic Plaza Midwood and the surrounding neighborhoods
are my specialty. If you're wondering if now is a good time to buy or sell, have questions about
today’s real estate market, or simply what to chat, give me a call today.

JEFF KING
Broker, NC/SC REALTOR®
704.332.7309
jeff@jeffkingrealtor.com

historicplazamidwood

‘l 8+ YEARS Selling and Living in 343+ SALES by Jeff King in Plaza Midwood
Plaza Midwood 270+ Seller Represented

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @
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PM LOSES
ANOTHER
PIECE
OF ITS

SOUL

Goodbye to the beloved
Soul Gastrolounge

Soul closing night photos are
courtesy of photographer Ryan
Allen (@friedchickensandwich)
and Plaza Midwood neighbor

Kristen Wile, creator and
editor of the digital pblication,
The Unpretentious Palate
(UnpretentiousPalate.com).

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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WILLAuS RECENT /ﬂ owos

18 1 6 Mccklcnburg AVC 1515 Morningside Dr. 1616 Nandina Corners Alley
4 BED/2.5 BATH * $1,199,000 4 BED/3.5 BATH » $950,000 2 BED/2.5 BATH » $64O 000

1717 Pecan Ave. 1405 Ivey Dr. 2200 Randall St.
3 BED/2 BATH « $815,000 3 BED/2.5 BATH « $725,000 2 BED/1.5 BATH « $465,000

GENEVIEVE WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE | 704.774.8686 | 1200 The Plaza | Charlotte, NC 28205 | GWCLT.com

aft cocktail
le NOW!

once a nu:mth I-j.rlnglruq tt: _1r
past favorites and new pies.

Pasta, Sand

Eind us on Social

Proudly Serving Plaza Midwood 'I: @
since 2014 @thepizzapeel

www.tapandpeel.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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YARD OF THE MONTH for July, August and September 2022

July ~ 2855 Georgia Avenue,
Home of Jim & Tracy Truchon

Jim and Tracy moved to Georgia Avenue in
2016 from Ballantyne. As empty-nesters, they
were looking for the walkable, bikeable strong
sense of community PM offers. While they
loved their new home, the yard was in pretty
rough shape. Wanting less grass to mow and
more colorful plants to enjoy, they created a
lovely little creek, raised bed vegetable gardens
and plants added as a natural habitat for
bees, birds and butterflies. Yard art has been
another important feature the Truchons have
been incorporating into their landscape. The
two totems in the front yard were made to
personalize their outdoor space.

By Udo Robitsch

August ~ 1912 Ashland Avenue,
Home of Steve Sano & Dean Padbury

Steve and Dean tore down the original house
at 1912 Ashland Avenue in 2012 and built a
new home, giving them a clean slate to start
over with landscaping. Today, the front yard
includes drought-tolerant grasses, as well as
slow-growing shrubs and trees. One brilliant
feature: the flower beds are designed with
mower-friendly curves for easy cutting.

September ~ 1627 The Plaza,
Home of Bernie & Julie Hunsucker

The Hunsuckers’ home has been in Bernie’s
family for 80 years; they have been there for a
remarkable 48 years of that time. Since retiring
four years ago, Bernie has been able to focus
on his love of gardening. The yard features a
riot of color from roses, lilies, marigolds, bee
balm, pansies and more. A specimen Oak Leaf
hydrangea anchors one side of the house and
a tree-form Vitex the other. A lovely Sunshine
Ligustrum is the centerpiece of the rose circle
bed. Look for the yellow and blue birdhouse,
in honor of their son and his family who live
in Kherson, Ukraine and are not able to leave.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Plaza Midwood’s Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist™

o"‘ LISTINGS WITH QUALITY
PHOTOS SELL 32% FASTER

Considering selling in the next 4 months?

Right now is the perfect time to get photos,

just before Fall really hits and vegetation
turns dormant and brown.

Get professional Photos & Video of your
house now. Limited Availability - Schedule At:

e
HARTIS e'(p

A
Scott Hartis Broker/Realior® NC & SC | (704) 7567862 | Scott@HartisPropertyExperts.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @



YARD OF THE MONTH THROWBACK

To get you in the mood for the upcoming season

Our winner from January 2022 — 2008 Mecklenburg Avenue, Home of the Ferguson Family

Childhood snow days were some of the best memories Matt Ferguson had growing up. Disappointed in the lack of snow
in recent years, and inspired by some neighbors, he created his own snow machine. It wasn’t an easy or quick process,
and the weather conditions had to be just right for it to produce snow, but late one night they aligned—and the result
was SNOW!!!' Kiddos from all around filled the yard, making snowmen and snow angels. Thanks Matt, for creating such a
memorable day for your family and PM.

LUXURY HOMES

lowy, | Lunusy Howes
DULIM & ASSOCIATES RALLEL WILLARHE® REALTY

Broker and Trusted Advisor

We are in a SHIFT in the real estate market.
A combination of fast-rising prices, rising interest rates, and inflation is having a chilling effect on the market.

Correctly pricing your home For Sale right now is more critical than ever. Pricing it too high could very well cost you tens
of thousands of dollars. Price it too low and you may leave money on the table.

Correct pricing in this shifting market requires SKILL, KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE. These qualities | offer you. In 37
years in the business my Sellers have been successful in every kind of market - up, down, and in-between.

Thinking of selling? | can help you succeed! You CAN be successful in this shifting market! But this is not a time for
amateurs. This is a time for Professionals to stand out and shine!

u Thank you for all of your great work on our behalf for the sale of our home. You certainly went
above and beyond all expectations! Please have any prospective clients contact me by email or
phone for a reference. You are the most professional Realtor that | have worked with in over 40

years of home purchases! "
- Don Comer, 1417 Pecan Avenue

Make me one of the Brokers you interview for this all-important job and | will show
you how we do it!
& 704-661-3173 @ www.RobertDulin.com % Robert@RobertDulin.com @

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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HEALING AND RECOVERY PLLC

Plaza Midwood's home for inclusive,
affirming, and empowering therapy.

81 Central Avenue Suite 8, Charlotte, N(C 28204
‘Phone and Fax: (704) 908-4061
bttps://justinperrycounseling.com

HELFING PROTECT YOUR MIMANCIAL BLIMD SIDES
S Vm o Tend Fooh 8 meecor Go P Pl e Mk HHER S B

FINANCIAL

As Charlotte’'s premier financial advisor, JHG is

proud to be in business for over 26 years.

Working together, we can design an individualized
“blueprint” for organizing and managing your
financial life. We are committed to helping you
implement the appropriate financial decisions

that could positively impact your future.

Some of our Services are:
TN T R o TR i 2 Financial Planning
YA house that has  chdracteri stands = RPN

Investments

Retirement Planning

a good chance of growing more valuable as

it grows older...Buildings like people must

first be sincere, must be true....”

~Frank Lloyd Wright

1370 Briar Creek Rd
Charlotte, NC 28205
(704) 536-3423
www.jhgfinancial.com

HEH HSH HlH HEH H

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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hether it’s curating vintage goods or breathing new

life into abandoned spaces, Plaza Midwood resident
Amy Herman builds community by recognizing the value
in what already exists.

It's what led her to start Vintage Charlotte (VTGCLT for
short), a small business incubator and community organizer
specializing in large-scale retail events that feature local
and regional vintage and handmade goods. It led her to
co-found Goodyear Arts, an artist-led, nonprofit residency
and multi-arts events program that utilizes underused
commercial spaces to offer paid studio residencies for local
visual, literary and performing artists.

And it led her and husband Kurtis Hessler to their home on
Onslow Drive.

“It was in terrible condition,” Herman said of their home
before they purchased it in 2013. “Realistically it was a
teardown and we decided not to tear it down.”

The then-800 square foot house, built in 1939, had the most
amazing yard, she said, including several fruit trees, a bunch
of ornamentals and a beautiful, large Japanese maple. Plus,
“our street is, like, the best street,” Herman said.

A walkthrough with an architect friend helped the couple
reimagine the existing house, which they converted into
the private side of their home. They added their primary
living area, dining room and kitchen, doing the majority of

o

A R!NAlssm\ch'w MAN '
AGE.L.

49y13€rme Petit

o FOR OUR,

the work themselves. Herman acted as general contractor
for everything they hired out. Being in Plaza Midwood
made the hard work worth it.

“l love being able to walk to all of my favorite small
businesses, bars and restaurants and entertainment,” she
said. “Our backyard feels like a little oasis, a little break from
the city, and | love that | can have sort of the best of both
worlds.”

Through the home renovation process, Herman had
a vision for what she wanted to already exist. The same
was true with VTGCLT. When she and Hessler moved to
Charlotte from Chicago in 2012, she had an online vintage
store. What she wanted was a local outlet in town where
she could sell in person.

“l couldn’t find that, so | created it,” she said.

That first VTGCLT took place that summer at the old
Amelie’s Annex, which was on stretch of The Plaza between
Plaza Midwood and NoDa.

“We managed to get a little bit of press and it turned out
the community was really interested because 800 customers
came through that day,” Herman said. The inaugural event
led to Herman being invited to host her winter market at
The Fillmore.

That next VTGCLT went from 17 vendors to nearly 60 and
drew 2,500 people to the NC Music Factory venue. Since

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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then, her spring and winter markets have become two of
the most highly anticipated shopping days of the year. In
2015, Herman added VTGCLT Pop, a full-scale holiday pop-
up store featuring handmade and vintage products from
about 100 local and regional vendors.

“Vintage Charlotte is one of the only markets in Charlotte
that attracts both vendors and visitors on a more regional
level,” she said. “People travel to be a part of this market
and we've gotten to that place through careful curation of
the vendors and just making sure that everything is super
high quality and that we're bringing things that are weird,
hard to find, exciting, new, different and thoughtful.”

Like VTGCLT, Goodyear Arts makes use of underutilized
or unusual spaces. Goodyear started after Herman—an
accomplished photographer with work in the permanent
collections of museums in the US and abroad—was invited
to give a talk on creativity to local developers.

“During that event, | made a call to action for the people in
the room, which was that artists need time, space, money
and community,” she said.

Inspired, developers from Crescent Communities asked
Herman what she would do with the defunct Goodyear
Tire Center—which was slated for demolition — if they gave
it to her for six months. She went to coffee with friend and
local artist Amy Bagwell to talk about what could be done
with the building, which was uptown at the corner of Trade
Street and Stonewall Street (now Brooklyn Village Avenue).
They agreed what was missing in Charlotte was a residency
program that served midlevel artists.

“What Charlotte does really, really well is it celebrates
super emerging-level artists by giving them opportunities
to show at bars, restaurants, places where there is other
business happening,” she said, “and also it celebrates really
high-level art by having wonderful museums. But there’s a
gap in-between where there’s not a lot of opportunity for
midlevel artists, so we knew that that was where we wanted
our focus to be.”

Herman and Bagwell launched their “Skyline Artists in
Residence” program, the precursor to Goodyear Arts, at the
old tire shop in 2015. Before that building was demolished,
developer Daniel Levine offered them a second temporary
space on College Street. The artist-led, nonprofit residency
and events program is now in its third space at Camp North
End.

Place creation is an important aspect of both VIGCLT and
Goodyear Arts, where Herman stepped down as executive
director in September. So too is community-building.

And that permeates Herman'’s life—whether in her work or
on their street, where yearly Oktoberfest celebrations bring
neighbors and friends together.

“A big part of community-building is understanding what
exists before,” she said. “That applies to everything | do.”

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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Don’t Miss It!

The next Vintage Charlotte Winter Market takes place from
10 am to 5 pm on Saturday, November 19, 2022, at the
Savona Mill (528 S. Turner Avenue). The annual indoor
market attracts approximately 80 vendors and more than
3,500 attendees. Subject to local/state COVID mandates.
For details, visit vintage-charlotte.com.

SAVE THE DATE:
PMNA Quarterly Meeting

Wednesday, October 26
VanLandingham Estate

6:30 — 7 PM: Pre-meeting Mixer
7 - 8 PM: Meeting
Join the PMNA board members and your neighbors for
the fall quarterly update. Learn what’s coming up on

the event calendar, new neighborhood projects, and
engage with community leaders.

Our featured speaker for this meeting will be Jay Patel
from The Refuge, sharing information about the hotel
and future plans.

There will also be a discussion with Villa Heights PTSA.

MARATHON PARTY - -/

he marathon has become a Charlotte

tradition— and the PM cheer station
is definitely a neighborhood tradition!
The Charlotte Marathon will be taking
place November 12! If you are interested
in running the race, sign up now at
Runcharlotte.com.

So maybe running isn’t your thing?
Then the Plaza Midwood cheer
station is the place to be!

Located on The Plaza, it’'s the
perfect way to enjoy a crisp fall
morning with your fellow neighbors. If you
have never been to this event, it’s filled with
food, music and fun! Looking forward to seeing
everyone there!

Check plazamidwood.org or any of the neighbor-
hood social media outlets for specific details a little
closer to the event.

S \
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SALEM HERITAGE
RENOVATION
& RESTORATION

Experience matters! Windows, Shutters, Doors & More!
704-810-4256 ha salem-heritage.com

Allegacy offers complete
personal and business
banking to maximize your
financial wellbeing.

We're excited to be in your
neighborhood. Stop by

|

B i | s and visit our two NEW
] . )
s - L/ | /L Financial Centers.
a \ ¥ —
‘ L] 0 zZe 3 -

o — £
e L€ VA7 _ 700/ i

- _— S

--""- J 4

i . mlegacy

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Financial Center Locations:

100 Queens Road | 3021 Prosperity Church Road allegacy.org/charlotte

_ PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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HISTORIC DISTRICT UPDATE

MCCROREY HEIGHTS
BECOMES THE NEWEST HISTORIC DISTRICT

by Cindy Kochanek

he HDC is excited to welcome McCrorey Heights as the
eighth local historic district in Charlotte. The rezoning
was heard and approved by City Council August 15, 2022.

McCrorey Heights is comprised of mostly mid-twentieth
century homes making the neighborhood the second locally
designated district in the city to feature homes from this era.
Oaklawn Park, another mid-century area, was the most recent
local historic district designation less than two years ago.

McCrorey Heights was founded in 1912 specifically for
African Americans by H.L. McCrorey, then the president
of Johnson C. Smith University (JCSU). McCrorey Heights
is located to the north of JCSU and to the south Oaklawn
Park. The streets of McCrorey Heights are laid out in a grid
pattern with many of the same features and details of a mid-
century neighborhood including often attached carports or
garages and concrete driveways and walkways poured as
part of the original construction.

The main house types found throughout McCrorey Heights
were those popular in the mid-twentieth century including
the American Small House, the Ranch, and the Split-Level.
Dutch Colonial and Colonial Revival style houses are also
found in McCrorey Heights.

Not every house in the McCrorey Heights district is from
the mid-century though. Some structures pre-date the
peak construction period for the neighborhood with
bungalows and early-twentieth century cottages dotting
the neighborhood.

While much of the neighborhood looks as it did in the
middle of the twentieth century, not all of neighborhood
is intact. One side of Van Buren Avenue and a portion of
Fairfield Street were removed for the construction of the
Brookshire Freeway; a few houses were moved to other lots
in the neighborhood or other neighborhoods.

Many McCrorey Heights residents were key leaders in the
civil rights movement on both the local and national level.
A few of their contributions included participating in sit-ins,
arguing civil rights cases, and helping to integrate schools,
hospitals, and golf courses.

The neighborhood is home to two designated local
landmarks; 2001 Oaklawn Avenue was built for Dr. Robert H.
Greene, a physician and leader in the medical field as well as
a civil rights activist. And 1703 Madison Avenue was home
to Reginald Armistice Hawkins, a dentist and a civil rights
activist whose home was one of four bombed in 1965.

This designation would not have happened without the
vision, commitment, and hard work of the McCrorey Heights

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG

neighborhood exploratory committee, neighborhood
residents and other stakeholders. Thanks also go out to Dr.
Tom Hanchett for his research and documentation on the
history of McCrorey Heights which started years ago and
led to the creation of a house-by-house survey of McCrorey
Heights hosted on historysouth.org.

Work on the exterior of any house or property in McCrorey
Heights, just like any other local historic district, will require
HDC review in order to ensure that any changes and
development remain consistent with the neighborhood.
Like the other seven local historic districts, McCrorey
Heights will have a representative on the Historic District
Commission.

Feel free to contact HDC staff if you have any questions
on specifics relating to McCrorey Heights, new district
designations or any other questions or concerns regarding
the Plaza Midwood local historic district.

Reach HDC staff at charlottehdc@charlottenc.gov. Check
out HDC social media posts on Facebook and Instagram @
cltplanning.

15% off

Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays
C :

CENTRAL

COFFEE CO.

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204
704.335.7288

Espresso
Iced Drinks
Pastries
Gifts
Free WiFi

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

ﬂ
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR

We are blessed here in Plaza Midwood to have several faith options available to us.
The Spirit is pleased to provide calendar and event information for our churches.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
1900 The Plaza

¢ Weekly Calendar:
e Sunday Worship Service: 11 am.
¢ Sunday School for Adults: 9:30 am.
e Sunday School for Children: 10 am.

e Trunk or Treat: Sunday, October 30. Gather in the
Holy Trinity parking lot for games and facepainting too!

e Beer and Hymns: Sunday, November 20. 5-7 pm.
Divine Barrel Brewing (3701 N. Davidson). A not-so-
old-fashioned hymn sing.

® Christmas Eve Service: Saturday, December 24. 6:30
pm - Prelude. 7 pm — Worship service.

¢ Honor our Indigenous Siblings: New banner in the
front of the church with a land acknowledgement,
honoring our indigenous siblings who have called and
continue to call this land their home. Plaza Midwood is
located on the original and ancestral homelands of the
Catawba and Sugaree people.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program

or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.

htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue

¢ Weekly Calendar:
¢ Bible Study: 9:45 am. For all ages.
¢ Worship Services: 11 am. Every week.
¢ Prayer and Bible Study: Wednesdays, 6:30 pm
e Thanksgiving Praise Service: Wednesday, November
23,6 pm.

¢ Food Pack-a-Thon: Saturday, December 3 — Two-hour
shifts to pack food supplies for refugees in Ukraine and
other areas. 5,000 meals per shift.

¢ Community Family Celebration Christmas Service:
Sunday, December 25, 11 am.

¢ Community Candlelight Christmas Eve Service:
Saturday, December 24, 5 pm. Holy Communion will
be observed.

e Preschool: Midwood Baptist is offering this ministry
to provide a safe, nurturing place for preschoolers to
grow spiritually, physically, cognitively, emotionally,
and socially—focusing on developmental and age-
appropriate activities, while providing a spiritual

o

foundation. References available on request.
Registration for the 2023-24 year will open January 23.

Schedule is Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday from 9
am till 1 pm. Choose some or all. Registration forms are
available on the church website under the Children's tab.

For any other information, email Cheryl Baldwin —
midwoodpreschool@gmail.com.
For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.
org or call 704.376.8944.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community
2101 Belvedere Avenue

e Weekly Calendar:
¢ Sunday Worship: 11

e Picnic in the Patch: Sunday, October 16, Noon - 2
pm, Front lawn of the church. Bring a blanket or some
chairs. Pack a lunch and/or dine on soups The Vine will
have available.

e Trunk or Treat: Saturday, October 29. After the
Halloween Costume Parade—in conjunction with PM'’s
Fall Crawl.

e Calling All Carolers: On key and off key. Please reach
out to Pastor Tosh if you would like to join in a night of
holiday caroling.

¢ Advent and Christmas: Please check The Vine website
and social media for updated holiday event and service
schedule.

e Please reach out to Pastor Tosh at tjenkins@wnccumc.
net with any needs.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at

TheVineCharlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348,

ext. 202.

Kevin P Lewis, CFP*
Financial Advisor
215 Southend Drive Ste 102

Charlotte, MC 28203
704-332-T043

Edward Jones
MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
edwardjones.com

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG



NEIGHBORS
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BEST
REALTORS®
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Your full service Realtors®, covering the entire
Charlotte region with care!

Let us show you why our referral-based team is
such a success! Neighbor helping neighbor!

704-819-0710

bobby@nestlewoodrealty.com

BOBBYSISKHOMES.COM

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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nestlewood

BOBBY SISK HOMES TEAM
We live and work in 28205.
That not only makes us experts, it means

we care.
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PLAZA MIDWOOD LIBRARY HAPPENINGS AND UPDATES

from Lauren Mullins

his fall the Plaza Midwood Library is returning to our

pre-Covid ways. We have loads of both in-person and
virtual programs planned for children, teens, and adults;
there’s truly something for everyone!

The Plaza Midwood Library will also be at the annual Fall
Crawl on October 29. Look for us at a special storytime
before the costume parade or come by and say “Hello” to
us in the vendor village!

FOR CHILDREN

Storytimes will resume in person in-branch in September.
See calendar for details - cmlibrary.org/events

Pajama Storytime for Families: (Online via Zoom)
Tuesdays at 7 pm

Your whole family can enjoy stories, songs, and movement
activities that support early literacy skill development and
help foster a love of books and reading in your child. PJs
and cuddly, stuffed friends are welcome!

FOR TEENS

Teen Book Box: Enjoy a monthly box of library books
hand-picked for you by Plaza Midwood library teen staff,
packaged up with goodies and surprises! Return the box
and the books after four weeks but keep everything else!
Intended for Teens ages 13-18.

Preteen Drop-in LEGO Club: Drop-in to the library every
Tuesday afternoon (between 4 - 4:50 pm) to build your own
LEGO creation! Learn mathematical concepts of sorting,
building, and geometry while using LEGO building blocks.
This program will take place indoors in the Community
Room at Plaza Midwood library and is intended for preteens
ages 9-12. No registration is required, but space is limited.

FOR ADULTS

Gardening- Plant Swap: In person at the Plaza Midwood
Library on Saturday, October 15, 11am - 12:30 pm.
Are you a green-thumbed plant parent? Join us at Plaza
Midwood Library for a Plant Swap, where plant lovers can
come together, meet each other, and exchange plants
and cuttings. How does a plant swap work? Each attendee
brings plants or plant cuttings to share with others.
Remember that everyone is in a different place in their plant
journey so be prepared to chat, trade, and learn. Learning
is half the fun (Ok, collecting is half the fun). Registration
required.

Learning Circle: Cooking for Busy Healthy People: (Online
via Zoom) Thursdays (Oct. 13 -Nov. 17), 6:30 pm — 8 pm.
Cooking is one of the most powerful ways in which we

o

can optimize our enjoyment of great quality food while
protecting our health. In this course, we'll learn some basic
recipes from a home cook and two professional chefs who
prioritize healthful eating. We’ll also learn some of the
fundamentals of principle-based cooking that can help
us break free from the chains of having to follow recipes
exactly.

Plaza Midwood Writing Group: In person in the Plaza
Midwood Library Community Room, usually 1st or 2nd
Saturday each month, 11 am -12:30 pm. Check our online
calendar for exact dates (cmlibrary.org/events). Learn the
art of the literary critique, get direct feedback on your work,
and meet other local writers. We focus on workshopping
fiction, but also have some free-writing, writing exercises,
and discussion.

RECYCLE CORNER

by Jim Truchon

here are many sources of stories about the impact of
plastics on our environment and oceans.

It is the right thing to do recycling what we can. But
knowing what is able to be recycled can be confusing. It
used to be that you could look at the number on an item
and if it was a 1 or 2, it could be thrown in the curbside
container.

The types of plastic that can be recycled with our curbside
pickup has changed over the years and now the only plastics
that can be accepted are plastic containers with necks,
pretty much only bottles—water, soda, detergent, etc.

You should not put plastic cups, food containers, plastic
wrap—and as we mentioned in a previous edition, no
plastic bags of any kind, in the recycle bin.

If you have not heard of the Innovation Barn, they will
accept your cleaned and sticker free black and clear
clamshell takeout food containers that you get from
restaurants. More information can be found at https://
envisioncharlotte.com/plastics/.

As you consider what to put in the curbside bin remember
the slogan “When in doubt, leave it out.”

For a comprehensive list visit the Mecklenburg gov website,
What Can and Can’t be Recycled Curbside! (mecknc.gov).

Here is a short but interesting video about how Mecklenburg
processes the recycling, https://youtu.be/8BNc5vTx_64.

If you have any comments or suggestions for this feature,
please email us at info@plazamidwood.org.

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG
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KEN RIEL

BROKER | REALTOR® | DAD
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MIDWOOD MARKET UPDATE
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MIDWOOD* KEN RIEL*
AVERAGE PRICE PER SF $393 $443
HIGHEST PRICE PER SF $573 / 2026 Thomas Ave $573 / 2026 Thomas Ave
HIGHEST PRICED HOME SOLD $1995,000 / 2730 Country Club Ln $1,150,000 / 1825 Truman Rd
LOWEST PRICED HOME SOLD $413,777 / 1422 Brook Rd $675,000 / 1400 Nassau Blvd
DAYS ON THE MARKET 1 2

Considering selling or buying in Plaza Midwood? Get in touch today!

917.301.9511 | KEN@KENRIEL.COM | KENRIEL.COM

*Source: Canopy MLS: 1/1/22-9/5/22. Ken Riel is a real estate licensee affiliated with Compass, a licensed real estate
broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. C @ M pA S S

PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG @



PLAZAS " PRSRT STD ™
MIDWCDD | £ : '
1903 S PLAZA MIDWOOD _ us. EZ?)TAGE
CH’C{Z I N :
£ II;I(I;IGBI-g(OgR?’I-;ZOD ASSOCIATION . CHARLOTTE, NC
iz O ' PERMIT
|2 CHARLOTTE, NC 28299-9394 43758

TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by Oct 8, 2022

© © © 0 0 000 0 0000000000 0000000000 0000000000 0000000000 0000000000 000000000000 0000000000000 0000 00
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COMMONWEALTH

~ {7 ANIMAL

<5, HOSPITAL

Companion Animal Medicine, General and Orthopedic Surgery,
Digital and Dental Radiography, Therapeutic Laser, and In-House Ultrasound.

Lauren Hendren, DVM ¢ Lauren Birch, DVM ¢ Alexis Fisher, DVM ¢ Anne LaSpina, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave ¢ Charlotte NC 28205 - 704.370.0767 - www.commonwealthah.com




