
The fi rst year, there 
were more than 
100 installations. 
The bulk were in 

P laza  Midwood, 
where Triplett is a fi x-

ture, but works popped 
up in Dilworth and NoDa and 
beyond. In the ensuing years, 
as word spread, Triplett and 
Petaccia would get photos of 
exhibits in California and Can-
ada, Michigan and Maine. The 
idea resonated with people.

And now, it was going away. 
Her fans were bummed.

Turns out, there was a good rea-
son Triplett was so exhausted 
with the process though. In Oc-

tober of last year, a little 
more than a month 
after Yard Art Day 
would’ve taken place, 
she was diagnosed with 
Stage 3 lung cancer. 
Yard Art Day no longer 
seemed like such a big 
thing. There were far 
more important battles 
ahead.

A year ago, Deborah Triplett 
 just thought she needed a 

break. Along with her friend Tom 
Petaccia, she’d been running 
Yard Art Day—the grassroots 
art exhibit that began in Plaza 
Midwood in 2012—for six years, 
and she was tired. She needed 
a chance to regroup, refresh, to 
decide if the project was still 
worth her time.

When she fi rst came up with 
the idea—a democratic ven-
ue for artists of all types and 
experience levels to showcase 
their work in their own front 
yards—she figured it might take a 
while to catch on. Nope. She created a Face-
book page to explain the idea, and within 
a few days, she had hundreds of followers. 
People loved it. 
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PMNA QUARTERLY 
MEETING

7 pm
Resident Culture
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2019
QUARTERLY
MEETINGS: 
January 24

April 25
July 25

October 24
7:00 pm

at Resident Culture 
Taproom – Barrel room 

2101 Central Ave
Meet & Greet starts 6:30 pm

We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Summer 2019

Aug 17
PM 

SUMMER PARTY

7:30 pm
See page 11

Aug 3
PMNA 

STREET SWEEP

Along The Plaza
See page 11

Sep 28
MAD ABOUT MODERN

HOME TOUR
10 am – 4 pm
See page 11 

Aug 6
NATIONAL 
NIGHT OUT

7:30 pm
See page 11

continued on pg. 18

YARD ART DAY!

CELEBRATING
THE RETURN OF

Images above are yard art 
highlights from over the years. 

YAD gurus Tom Petaccia & 
    Deborah Triplett

by David Hale
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1308-F THE PLAZA, CHARLOTTE, NC 28205

With NEW Expanded Hours 
on Fridays 

8:00 am – 4:30 pm
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Spirit Staff:
Managing Editor: 
Terri Arrowood

Advertising Manager: 
David Hale

Graphic Designer: 
Melissa Schropp

Photographer: 
Tod Carleson

Contributors:
Beth Blackwood
Renee Bradley
Clifton Casteloe
Benjamin Cuevas
Steve Dunn
Susan Gindra
Phil Gussman
Rev. Susan Heafner-Heun
David Hale 
Cindy Kochanek
Mary Kyle
Garrett Ladue
Tiffany Mason
Kristin Mockler
Pamela Murray
Randy Podosek
Dan Putman
Lisa Richards
Alison Rogers
Udo Robitsch
Christine Sheil
Wes Turner
Karen Van Sickler

Advertising inquiries  
should be directed to 
spirit@plazamidwood.org

Ideas, suggestions, or inquiries: 
Terri Arrowood at  
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Spirit Deadlines:
The Spirit newsletter is published by  
volunteers. To help them meet their  
deadlines, please send your editorial  
copy or your ad in advance of the dead-
line. Copy received after the deadline  
date may be held for a future issue.

Copy & Ad Deadlines for 2019/20:

FALL ‘19 issue ...........Sep. 5, 2019 

WINTER ‘20 issue ......Dec. 5, 2019 

SPRING ‘20 issue ......Mar. 5, 2020 

SUMMER ‘20 issue .... Jun. 5, 2020 

PMNA PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Karen Van Sickler

Based on membership statistics, a large percentage of PMNA members have moved 
to the neighborhood fairly recently… in the last five years or less. So I thought it 

might be helpful to explain a bit about the Plaza Midwood Neighborhood Association: 
what we are, what we do, and what we don’t do.

Our mission is primarily focused on neighborhood spirit and involvement in the Plaza 
Midwood area as well as building cooperation among residents, business firms and city 
government for the preservation and continued progress of our neighborhood. This 
includes encouraging high standards in construction and historic preservation as well as 
environmentally and socially aware concepts, supporting our business community and 
providing a forum for communicating issues pertinent to our community. I use the word 
“encourage”—not enforcement, as we don’t enforce adherence to any city or county 
regulations and we do not create any neighborhood-specific ones. 

The PMNA Board is composed of 18 enthusiastic members, with four officers: President, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. We meet on a monthly basis to discuss progress 
and issues. We host several yearly social events that also serve as fundraisers: Winter 
Fling & Silent Auction, Midwood Maynia & Home Tour, Movie Nights in the Park, 
Fall Crawl, and Christmas Balls Workshop & 5K. We organize a Midwood Gives Back 
program each summer that results in food and supplies for local charities. 

In addition, we have a number of year round initiatives: a Land Use Group that meets 
monthly with local developers and residents to discuss active projects, Cops & Coffee 
that meets monthly with residents and local law enforcement, Community Garden 
Group that maintains the garden in the park, Adopt-A-Street where we clean up The 
Plaza on a quarterly basis, and a new Transportation Committee to facilitate communi-
cation between residents and CDOT / CATS. We support the local schools by sponsoring 
and volunteering for their initiatives as well. From a communications standpoint, we 
hold Quarterly Meetings where we provide updates on neighborhood happenings, 
send a monthly e-Newsletter as well as produce the quarterly Spirit magazine.

Often, local residents approach us with ideas and requests to help them achieve their 
objectives, which has resulted in PMNA sponsorship of efforts like Stroll & Roll. Our 
local business community, Midwood Merchants, have asked us to partner on improve-
ment projects such as new trash cans, signal box wraps, and the Gordon Street Al-
leyway mural project. And board members come up with new ideas for activities and 
initiatives to support the neighborhood, such as creating and selling PM merchandise, 
organizing the spring yard sale Purge & Purchase, and installing dog waste stations 
throughout the neighborhood. 

Every initiative takes a certain amount of work and energy to implement…some more 
than others. But all of them, if they are to continue year after year, require continued 
effort. Which means that as we increase our involvement, we have to think about 
sustainability…will we be able to pull off an event not just that first time, but in 
successive years as well? Which prompts us to reassess and rebalance our efforts so we 
are delivering the maximum value based on our resources. 

The more input and involvement we receive from neighbors helps us know what to 
work on. So please take some time to update your schedule with our events so you can 
join us as well as look for volunteer opportunities to get more involved. And we are still 
collecting applications for several open board positions coming up at the end of the 
year! 
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 PLAZA MIDWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION (PMNA) 2019 BOARD ROSTER:

Karen Van Sickler, President & 
Christmas Balls 5K
1525 Thomas Avenue
828-980-8301
karen.vansickler@gmail.com

Wes Turner, Vice President 
& Fall Crawl
2015 The Plaza
336-830-2105
weskturner@gmail.com

Rachel Castellucci, Secretary 
& Volunteers Coordinator
1824 Nassau Boulevard
201-400-5814
rachelmarie2220@yahoo.com

Krissy Oechslin, Treasurer
1609 Pecan Avenue
703-622-2669
krissyo@gmail.com

David Hale, Past President 
& Communications
1827 The Plaza
858-405-8280
davidmhale@gmail.com 

Chris Barth, Land Use Liaison
2001 Thomas Avenue
704-575-7694
Barth@MGPBA.com

Renee Bradley, Home Tour Chair
1722 Chestnut Avenue
704-975-3816
renee.bradley@gmail.com

Kristin Butz, Merchant 
Association Liaison
1914 Dunhill Drive
216-557-6896
kirstin.k.butz@gmail.com

Benjamin Cuevas, National 
Night Out
1620 Pecan Ave
704-840-0920
bcuevas@cmhp.com

Robert Hancock
2320 Mecklenburg Avenue
704-293-8738
rdhancock@hotmail.com

Rebecca Ham, Web Administration
1504 Parkwood Avenue
843-609-7524
rebecca.lindsey.ham@gmail.com

Andrew Knoblich, Fall Crawl & 
Schools Liason
1500 Parkwood Avenue
571-393-1926
ajknoblich@gmail.com

Randy Podosek, Midwood Maynia 
& Midwood Gives Back Chair
2023 Wilhelmina Avenue
704-607-8841
randy_podosek@yahoo.com

Lisa Swayne Proud
2836 Georgia Avenue
704-941-9519
lisaswayneproud@gmail.com

Udo Robitsch, Community Garden 
2036 Tippah Avenue
704-361-7772
urobitsch@gmail.com

Alison Rogers, Marathon 
Cheer Station
1707 Club Road, # 2
917-589-7891
alisonrachel74@gmail.com

Christine Sheil
1514 Mimosa Avenue
415-515-8109
christine.r.sheil@gmail.com

Jim Truchon, Winter Fling Chair
2855 Georgia Ave
704-995-4124
jimtr@live.com

Terri Arrowood, Ex Offi cio
Newsletter Editor
704-619-1355
tarrowood@hotmail.com

Adam Richman, Ex Offi cio
Neighborhood Watch
2530 Fort Street
704-376-3880
arichman@ipsolve.com

PMNA BOARD WANTS YOU! 
Plaza Midwood is a neighborhood 
with a long tradition of volunteerism 
and public involvement. Our PMNA 
board of directors is passionate 
about continuing to make PM one 
of the best communities in Char-
lotte. We can use YOUR participa-
tion. If you are interested, please 
reach out to one of your current 
board members or go to plazamid-
wood.org for more information.

PMNA 
QUARTERLY MEETING

THURSDAY, JUL 25
7 PM @RESIDENTCULTURE

Brinley Huntley
Broker/Realtor®

704-650-1193
brinley@hmproperties.com

Plaza Midwood Resident Realtor®

I am committed to providing exceptional customer service 

through prompt and thorough communication, market 

knowledge, and integrity.  It would be my pleasure to assist 

when you are ready to make a move!

HMPROPERTIES.COM

Christine Sheil, Transportation 
Chair 
1514 Mimosa Avenue 
415-515-8109 
christine.r.sheil@gmail.com

Jim Truchon, Winter Fling Chair 
2855 Georgia Ave 
704-995-4124 
jimtr@live.com
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EDITOR’S NOTES
from Terri Arrowood

Things are heating up in the hood… and it’s not just the 
summer temps and humidity. There is so much to do, it 

really is hard to keep track of it all. Our business district and 
Plaza Midwood Merchants are busy animating the Thomas/ 
Commonwealth/Pecan corridor and things are hopping all 
up and down Central Avenue too… from the Beaver down 
to Resident Culture, The Underground Truffle and on to Deli 
St. Summer in PM has become a huge list of great options 
for dining, shopping, entertainment and simply enjoying 
friends, family, neighbors—just soaking up the ambiance 
that is our interesting, quirky, fun community.

Here’s my idea of a great weekend in the hood.  Kick off the 
end of the work week with dinner and a beer at Food Truck 
Friday hosted by Resident Culture. Starting August 16, take 
a short walk down to The Underground Truffle afterward 
for a scrumptious, fun chocolate dessert -- and check out 
their new summer hours and event schedule.  Hang out 
with friends and check to see what’s going on later at Snug 
Harbor.

Start Saturday morning with a walk, run or bike ride 
through our lovely streets. We are now officially the best 
neighborhood in Charlotte for strolling— see page 16 to 
learn more about our BOB award. Then head over to Zada 
Jane’s, Common Market or Yafo for breakfast.  

After, stroll around the biz district, maybe a purchase from 
Moxie Merc, City Supply or Boris & Natasha—or any other 
of the many retailers who enrich our shopping landscape. 
Then, pop in to The Light Factory to view the latest photo 
exhibit.

Then, probably back home for a quick rest and to feed the 
fur-babies before heading back out for the evening. Explore 
our favorite bird’s newest iteration, recently opened NC 
Red, for a cocktail before heading down the street. I see 
they have my favorite, a French 75, on the menu; that’s a 
good omen.

Grab a “backyard classic” burger and sweet potato fries at 
Moo and Brew and then cross Central to the Beaver—for 
PBR and the honky-tonk jukebox, or live music, whichever 
is on tap that night.

Gonna be a little tired on Sunday morning, so without hur-
rying, enjoy a leisurely brunch at The Peculiar Rabbit or Bis-
tro la Bon; it’s hard to choose because they each have such 
a great brunch experience. The Bunny’s chicken and waffles 
are legendary and Bistro’s buffet is an overflowing smor-
gasbord of delight. After, it’s time to check in with Slate 
Interiors and Tuft to find that perfect end table for the den, 
or a great throw for the sofa.

And finally, a little activity to offset all those brunch carbs 
and calories. Head over to Okra for the start of the Sunday 
Night Slow Ride with Pamela Murray and CLT Spokespeo-
ple; it’s moved to 8 pm for the summer, but will return to 
2 pm when the weather cools. Then back home to enjoy a 
beverage on the porch before bed.

This agenda merely scratches the surface of all there is to 
see, do, eat and savor. Check out the PM webpage, Face-
book page, and all other PM social media for updated de-
tails, splendid places and fantastic experiences in the hood. 
All our merchants also have informative websites/social me-
dia to help you plan your next outing in what so many call 
the “hip enclave of Plaza Midwood;” but after all, for us, 
it’s just right here at home. And we sure are lucky to call it 
home!

As always, I welcome your input and story ideas. If you 
would like to write an article for The Spirit, contact me at 
tarrowood@hotmail.com with your ideas. I’m always inter-
ested in finding out how we can better serve you.

Happy Summer!

Best, Terri

Start Saturday morning with a walk, run or bike ride 
through our lovely streets. We are now officially the best 
neighborhood in Charlotte for strolling— see page 16 to 
learn more about our BOB award. Then head over to Zada 
Jane’s or Common Market for breakfast. 
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MIDWOOD MAYNIA 
WRAP UP AND
THANK YOUS
By Randy Podosek

What a day! Midwood Maynia 2019 once again contin-
ued our tradition of celebrating spring, family, friends 

and neighbors in high style with a day full of activities and 
great fun. If you missed it, mark your calendars now for 
next year, so you don’t make the same mistake twice. 
Maynia falls on the fi rst Saturday of May each year… that’s 
why we’re called Mayniacs!

Early on Maynia day, the brave started off with a free boot 
camp in Midwood Park, courtesy of Camp Gladiator. As 
the workout wrapped up, neighbors gathered at the Vine 
Church with their furry family members for a blessing of 
the pets followed by the beloved pet parade that made its 
way down into Midwood Park. Thank you Alison Rodgers 
for organizing the Pet Parade! 

Down in the park, there was great food from Papi Queso 
and The Dumpling Lady, along with Rita’s for dessert, while 
thirsts were quenched by beverages from Legion Brewing. 
Garrett Ladue, PM music guru, outdid himself with a line-
up of fantastic eclectic music throughout the day.

The vendor village boasted an interesting line-up of over 25 
artists and businesses with their goods and services. And 
Kidswood, always a big hit, sported a bounce house and su-
per slide for the younger crew, even a collection of reptiles 
for the little ones to hold for a photo op.

I had the pleasure of speaking with so many people during 
the day, both residents and those visiting from outside of 
Plaza Midwood, all of whom seemed to be amazed at how 
seamlessly Maynia comes off, with such a warm and wel-
coming atmosphere. I love being able to share this sense of 
community that makes our neighborhood so charming and 
friendly, such a wonderful place to live.

We could not have produced Midwood Maynia without our 
generous sponsors and volunteers, and everyone who at-
tended—making the day another resounding success. See 
you next year!

2019 FESTIVAL SPONSORS

Many thanks to these organizations that fund Maynia and 
support PMNA all year long. Please show your support by 
patronizing these local businesses. 

Platinum Sponsor: Plaza Midwood Neighborhood As-
sociation 

Gold Sponsors: F45 Training • Legion Brewing

Silver Sponsors: Metrographics • Podosek Construction 
• Ken Riel, Realtor • Renewal by Anderson • Genevieve 
Williams, Realtor

Home Tour Sponsors: Sherwin Williams • Birdsong 
Brewing • BlueSky Photo Artists • The Bohemian • Bold 
Missy Brewery • Coaltrane’s • Deli St. • Harkey Tile & 
Stone • The Hop Shop • House of Nomad • Ken Riel, 
Nestlewood Realty • Moxie Mercantile • Slate Interiors • 
Stirling Group • Three Olives Vodka • The Underground 
Truffl e • YAFO Kitchen • Arden Art • B-Cycle • Nectar Flo-
rist • Rita’s Italian Ice • Urban Ministry Center

GENERAL FESTIVAL RECOGNITION
• Papi Queso and The 

Dumpling Lady for 
fabulous eats

• Rita’s for Italian ice in 
the park

• Legion Brewery for 
great beer

• All our friends at CMPD 
and the offi cers who 
spent the day with us 

• Charlotte Mecklenburg 
Parks & Recreation 

• The Community Garden 
Group for the Plant Swap 
and Kids Scavenger Hunt

• WCCB, Charlotte’s CW— 
Wilson’s World—for 
promoting the event 

• The PMNA Board of Di-
rectors—and all their hard 
work to make Maynia 
happen 

• All the wonderful artisans, 
craftsmen and vendors 
who participated 

pm family-owned
general store

with locally made:
gifts

candles
jewelry

woodwork
leather
plants

pottery
2008 commonwealth avenue         704.877.7879 

moxiemercantile.com         follow: @moxiemercantile
M-F 11-6           Sat 10-5           Sun 11-4
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OUR GENEROUS NEIGHBORS Who Opened Their 
Homes, Gardens And Businesses:
Justin and Lauren Agans • Reed and Lauren Todd • David 
and Crystal Stone • Matt and Jenna Muzin • Philip and 
Alison Sharpe • Joe and Christine Fadel • Dave and Sheryl 
Gerrard • Mark and Angela Blythe • Toni and Alli Romero 
• Brandon and Michelle Lane • The Underground Truffle – 
Gary and Esa Weinreb

HOME TOUR SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
• The Home Tour Crew: 

Michelle Lane, Madelyn 
Christie, Andrea Tremble 
and Sarah Crosland

• B-Cycle for providing 
free bicycles and bike 
racks—again

• Justin and Lauren Agan 
for hosting the filming of 
Wilson’s World 

• All the tour sponsors 
who provided food, 
beverages and treats at 
all the homes

• The many volunteers 
who checked tick-
ets, watched over the 
homes, and helped serve 
treats for home sponsors

PET PARADE SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

• The Vine Church and 
Rev. Dr. Susan Heafner-
Heun for a gathering 
place and a lovely and 
inclusive blessing of the 
pets

• Four Dogs Pet Supplies 
in NoDa for all the love 
and treats for our furry 
friends 

• Ivi and Jennifer Bilich for 
that awesome vintage 
blue convertible lead-in

MIDWOOD MUSIC IN THE PARK 

• Hung Gar Kung Fu Academy • Nate Brown • Chris Holder 
• Carolina Gator Gumbo • Donna Duncan Band • Jason 
Moss & the Hosses

YOUR MAYNIA 2019 COMMITTEE 

Randy Podosek & Christine Shiel: Maynia Co-Chairs

David Hale: Sponsorships Chair 

Renee Bradley: Home Tour Chair 

Garrett Ladue: Maynia Music Chair 

Alison Rogers: Pet Parade Chair 

Rachel Castellucci: Volunteers Chair

Terri Lynch: Logo Design

Melissa Schropp: Spirit Magazine, Home Tour Ticket and 
Festival Program and Poster Design & Production

Terri Arrowood: Newsletter & Media Outreach 

Tod Carleson: Photography

PLAZA MIDWOOD LIBRARY 
SUMMER HAPPENINGS
Submitted by Mary Kyle, Teen Specialist

LIBRARY SUMMER BREAK PROGRAM
Charlotte Mecklenburg Library encourages reading and 
learning all year long. The summer months, when students 
take a break from school, are critical to expanded learning. 
In fact, summer time poses the most academic risk because 
students without access to summer learning opportunities 
can fall behind their peers, creating an achievement gap 
that is hard to close.

To keep kids on track with important matters like literacy 
and physical activity, the Library offers Summer Break—en-
couraging children to read, learn and explore.

Summer Break began June 1, but it’s not too late to par-
ticipate; the program runs through August 10. Participants 
can create a free online account to track reading time, 
learning and leisure activities.

Participants of all ages—children, teens and adults—are 
encouraged to read 20 minutes per day and take part in 
other learning activities like writing, creating, exploring and 
giving. As they track their activities online, they earn virtual 
badges and other incentives. For those who complete the 
program with 10 out of 10 weeks tracked, Carowinds tick-
ets are another incentive.

Sign up online at summerbreak.cmlibrary.org.

DON’T FORGET THE REGULAR PROGRAMS
• Tuesday and Wednesday Storytimes. 9:30 am for 

Babies. Families at 10:30 am.

• Tuesday Lego Club. Moving to 2 pm for the summer.

• Thursday Teen Programs. Check the website for exact 
dates and activities—http://www.cmlibrary.org/calen-
dar.
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DIG IT:
COMMUNITY GARDEN WORKDAYS  

EVERY 3RD SATURDAY, 9AM – NOON 
in MIDWOOD PARK. ALL AGES!

PLAZA MIDWOOD  
COMMUNITY GARDEN 
UPDATE
by Dan Putman & Christine Sheil

ENJOYING AND CARING FOR OUR STREET TREES
The trees that line our streets beautify the neighborhood 
providing wonderful shade on the sidewalks, and can also 
shade our houses and cars, keeping cooling costs down. 
These street trees occupy the space between the sidewalk 
and the street—or just off the street if your street has no 
sidewalks. While the city technically owns the street trees 
and is ultimately responsible for them, residents are respon-
sible for caring for these trees.

Trees require relatively little maintenance once established. 
For mature trees, regular inspection is essential. You’re 
checking for dead or diseased branches, leaf size and col-
oration, loose bark, mushrooms, and excess insect activity. 

Should you find anything noteworthy with your street tree, 
monitor the situation, and follow up by calling the city at 
(704) 336-4262. They will send out a certified arborist to 
inspect the tree. Any necessary work will be managed by 
the city, although it may take several months for the crews 
to get to your tree. 

You can do general maintenance activities yourself, things like 
pruning smaller dead or diseased branches, mulching, and 
tree banding. Mulching should be done annually to conserve 
moisture in the roots—and be sure to leave several inches of 
space between the tree trunk and the mulch, to avoid fungal 
diseases. Tree banding should be done in late fall, paying par-
ticular attention to larger trees and willow oaks.

Want to replace your street tree(s)? You can find trees at gar-
den centers and through Trees Charlotte’s TreeStore, which 
will be starting up again in the fall. Crabapples, maples, and 
oaks are all great street trees, just to name a few. 

Residents can also call the city (at the above number) to 
request a street tree. If you do this, the city will send out 
an inspector to check out the site. If the site is appropri-
ate, your address will be added to a list to receive a tree in 
the late winter planting season, which runs January through 
March. If you’re planting your own street trees, the best 
time to plant is in the fall so they can develop strong roots 
before the heat of summer. 

Let’s all do our part to keep Charlotte’s tree canopy lush 
and beautiful!

Join us in the community garden in Midwood Park on the 
third Saturday of each month between 9 and noon. The 
more volunteers we have, the earlier we get done. Children 
and youth are welcome!

Happy Gardening!

MIDWOOD GIVES BACK  
CELEBRATES ELEVEN YEARS
Saturday September 21

Though it’s not one of the neighborhood’s big parties, and 
while it takes more volunteer effort than most, it’s safe to 

say that Midwood Gives Back has become one our favorite 
events. Having morphed over the years from a multi-venue 
neighborhood yard sale and donation event, the process it 
has become in the last few years seems to be just right.

Here’s how it works 
A week prior to Midwood Gives Back, you will find a paper 
bag on your doorstep which you can fill with items for the 
organizations listed below. 

What to put in that bag?
• Second Harvest Food Bank: canned goods and non-

perishable food items.
• Shamrock Elementary, Eastway Middle and Garinger 

High Schools: paper (especially needed) and other 
age-appropriate school supplies.

• Humane Society of Charlotte: pet food and other pet 
supplies. 

• Feel free to mix and match.

On the day of Midwood Gives Back, simply leave your bag 
of items on your front porch or stoop, and a group of vol-
unteers will come by to collect them. It’s pretty easy and 
the items go a long way to help those in need. Thanks for 
your participation!

If you still have questions, contact event chair Randy Po-
dosek at randy_podosek@yahoo.com.

As mentioned above, it takes many volunteers to make this 
event happen. Please take a few hours to help distribute or 
pick up bags if you can. You can sign up on the neighbor-
hood website. Go to plazamidwood.org and click on the 
Volunteer tab. Thanks in advance!

M
ID

W
O

O
D

G
IV

ES

B
A

C
K



TheSpirit
SUMMER 2019 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org 9

BEST OF PLAZA MIDWOOD

PAPE NDIAYE, HOUSE OF AFRICA
by Steve Dunn

If you visited the business district during the weekend of June 13-16, you undoubt-
edly experienced the sights and sounds of the Juneteenth Festival of the Carolinas, 

a celebration commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African Americans. This 
year’s festival, for the twenty-second year in a row, featured drum circles, youth 
seminars, live music, dance, talent shows, exotic foods, and much more. 

Plaza Midwood owes this longstanding tradition to Pape Ndiaye, proprietor of House 
of Africa on Thomas Avenue. Born and raised in Senegal, “Pap” studied business 
management in Paris but soon discovered he did not enjoy sitting behind a desk. 
In 1994 he moved to New York City and opened the fi rst House of Africa in Harlem. 
Selling African crafts, fabrics, masks, jewelry, and more, Pape bought a van and trav-
eled the country, making friendships and business connections wherever he went. 

On his way back to New York after the Atlanta Olympics in 1996, Pape and his driver 
happened to spend the night in Charlotte. The next day they impulsively decided to 
rent a space at a local fl ea market. Pape was impressed by the community’s interest 
in his wares and questions about Africa. From that day forward, he always included 
Charlotte on his travels, and he developed close bonds with local collectors. Also a 
fan of the weather, Pape decided to open a second retail location here.

He went all over town scouting for locations until, one day after having lunch at 
John’s Country Kitchen, he saw a sign for retail space for rent on Thomas Avenue. 

Pape sensed immediately he had found his home, saying, 
“I knew I could make it work with the help of God and 
my ancestors.” House of Africa, overfl owing with one-of-a-
kind objects from impala handbags to giant snakeskins, has 
been a neighborhood institution ever since.

Although Pape’s choice of Plaza Midwood was more divine 
inspiration than a business decision, he has grown to love 
the neighborhood, saying, “It is a part of me now.” The 
community of business owners has a spirit of togetherness 
and support that reminds Pape of the social structure in 
Africa. A steady stream of visitors come through the shop 
as much for Pape’s warm energy as for his goods, and with 
a little prodding, he gladly digs out some of the hidden 
treasures in his offi ce for a private showing.

The Juneteenth Festival is part of his effort to educate all 
of Charlotte about Africa’s rich cultural history while cel-
ebrating the togetherness and unity he enjoys with his 
neighbors. Not just for entertainment, the festival includes 
educational programs and healthcare screenings alongside 
the rides and games. This twenty-second installment of Ju-
neteenth was its best yet. Here’s hoping this beloved tradi-
tion continues long into the future.

Editor’s Note:  Pap wants to especially thank Pizza Peel and 
Common Market for taking care of all the children’s activities at 
Juneteenth this year. He was overwhelmed at the response to the 
2019 event and couldn’t have pulled it off without the help of 
these merchant neighbors; he is grateful beyond words.

Pape Ndiaye in front of his unique store on 
Thomas Avenue
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Midwood Mommies

CELEBRATING MOTHERHOOD
by Tiffany Mason

During the summer months, my family 
and I enjoy unplugging from the world, 

technology and work—and plugging into 
mother nature. 

We recently took a trip to Sunset, South Car-
olina—where we stayed in little cabin right 
along the river. It was a small bungalow-
style home with a patio that overlooks the 
mountains. During the day we went hiking 
alongside Twin Falls Trail and enjoyed a flow-
er hike on Bartman Trail at Warwoman Dell. 

In the evenings, we snuggled by the fire, 
roasted marshmallows and watched the sun 
go down. 

There’s something magical about being in the mountains. I 
don’t know if it’s the slow pace or a new environment, but 
every time we go, all the stress and worry tends to become 
so minor in the grand scheme of the everyday. I come back 
home feeling extremely thankful for what I have and the 
people in my life. 

Tiffany Mason with her son Liam

Fast and Friendly Service
Printing • Typesetting • High Speed Copying

Binding Services  • Invitations
Labels • Laminating • Fax Services • Pads

Wedding Programs • Business Cards 
Carbonless Forms • Door Hangers

Self Inking Stamps 
NOTARY PUBLIC

301 North Caswell Road
(Corner of 5th Street and Caswell Road

by Mercy and Novant Hospitals)
Charlotte, NC 28204

704.375.8349 / Fax 704.342.1066
ss7533@earthlink.net

www.sirspeedy.com/midtown
8:30 am - 5:30 pm  Monday to Friday
Handicap Accessible • Pet Friendly

Midwood Mommies has become a sacred space where 
moms can share our most vulnerable stories and be here 
to support one another. As one mom likes to say, “It’s our 
mom tribe.” I’m forever grateful to all the mamas in our 

group and the love that we have for en-
couraging each other on this life journey of 
motherhood.

Here are three core values I find most impor-
tant in celebrating motherhood:
• Quality over quantity.
• Mindfulness over busyness.
• Offline connections over online acquain-
tances.
If you’re not yet part of Midwood Mom-
mies, I invite you to join us and connect 
with other moms in the area. https://www.
facebook.com/groups/midwoodmommies/

Cheers to celebrating motherhood! 

– Tiffany 

Tiffany Mason is the creator of Midwood Mommies. As a certi-
fied life coach, Tiffany is passionate about cultivating our mom 
community. When she’s not working with moms, you can find 
her hiking on a mountain with her family, sipping on a latte at 
Smelly Cat Cafe or tucked away in her living room reading a 
book while her boys take nap. 
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HAPPENINGS COMING UP SOON IN THE HOOD AND CLOSE BY

PMNA QUARTERLY MEETING  
Thursday July 25 at Resident Culture Brewing
6:30 – Pre-meeting Mixer, 7 - 8 pm – Meeting.

Join the PMNA board members and your neighbors for a 
quarterly update on all things PM. Learn what’s coming up 
on the event calendar, what’s important on the land use and 
transportation fronts, and meet community leaders at the 
July meeting.

Guests for July will be Mayor Vi Lyles, presenting a City of 
Charlotte update. Mark Jerrell, District 4 County Commis-
sioner will give a County update. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to engage directly with the leaders who have the info and 
the answers!

PMNA STREET SWEEP – Saturday August 3
As part of the Adopt-A-Street program, PMNA will hold the 
quarterly clean-up day on Saturday, August 3. Meet at 9 am 
to walk The Plaza from Independence to Parkwood, cleaning 
up trash along the way. Though it’s a bit dirty, it’s also great 
camaraderie with neighbors. Meet-ups always include coffee 
and treats, and all materials needed for the day, provided by 
PMNA and Keep Charlotte Beautiful. For more information, 
visit plazamidwood.org and click the events calendar page.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT – Tuesday August 6
Starting in 1984, US cities began celebrating NNO, which 
has now become an event with millions of neighbors in thou-
sands of communities across the country participating in this 
annual event designed to bring people and police together 
in a positive way and build community/police partnerships.

Check PM’s webpage and other social media for location and 
details. If you’d like to volunteer or participate, contact Benja-
min Cuevas at bcuevas@cmhp.com.

PM SUMMER PARTY Saturday August 17, 7:30 pm
If it’s summer, then it’s time for Udo’s and Lisa’s annual Sum-
mer Potluck Party. Bring whatever dish you like best, along 
with a bottle of your favorite beverage. The festivities will be-
gin around 7:30. 2016 Tippah Avenue; RSVP at lisaspring-
er1@att.net or urobitsch@gmail.com, or call 704.372.8284.

Originally held to fete the Community Garden, this gathering 
has grown into a neighborhood celebration of great neigh-
bors and summer. It’s lots of fun and wonderful way to see 
old friends and make new ones.

MAGGIE’S PET FOOD DRIVE
Don’t forget, next time you’re heading to dish for lunch or 
dinner, you might want to bring along some dog or cat food 
for Maggie’s Pet Food Drive. Owner, and passionate animal 
lover, Maggie Stubbs has been running this pet food dona-
tion drive just about since the restaurant opened. She part-
ners with Second Harvest to distribute donations. 

IT’S BAAACK… YARD ART DAY Returns for 2019
As you’ve read in our cover story, after a one-year hiatus, 
Yard Art Day is returning again to the end-of-summer land-
scape—with renewed energy and enhanced creativity! Visit 
the beguiling YAD website for instructions on participating 
and registration, www.yardartday.org. 

As a tribute to the intrepid Deborah Triplett (who wants to 
make YAD bigger than ever), let’s all get out and create some 
art in our yards on Labor Day, September 2! Paintings, sculp-
tures, sidewalk chalk, fabric, performance art— anything that 
expresses your creativity—it all counts. So, let’s get this party 
started. Don’t forget to register!

MOVIES in the PARK…your walk-in movie theatre
Grab a blanket or lawn chair and head down to the Midwood 
Park Amphitheatre for an outdoor movie classic under the 
stars—and alongside your neighbors and friends.

September 21: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
Sponsored by Scott Hartis Property Experts

October 19: Finding Nemo 
Sponsored by Workman’s Friend & Kevin Lewis Financial Advisor

MAD ABOUT MODERN HOME TOUR 
Saturday September 28,10 am - 4 pm.
Charlotte’s best examples of mid-century modern archi-
tecture will be open to the public in September. The Mad 
About Modern Home Tour will showcase two familiar cou-
ples and their stunning homes—see more details on page 
19.

The Charlotte Museum of History is producing this tour.  
For more information, tickets, or to sign up to volunteer, 
visit madaboutmodern.com. Volunteers receive a ticket and 
t-shirt.

THINK GLOBALLY, 
SPEND LOCALLY.

PLEASE SUPPORT PM BUSINESSES
& ADVERTISERS!
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PMNA
STREET SWEEP

SPRUCE UP THE PLAZA!
SEPTEMBER 3, 9 AM 

LIVEABLE STREETS PROJECT
By Lisa Richards

First, let me share a little history about Plaza Midwood’s 
role in the new transportation projects upcoming along 

The Plaza and Parkwood Avenue—specifically The Plaza 
bike lane conversion. Back around 2016 when Renee Brad-
ley was PMNA president, and prompted by the harrow-
ing experiences of Plaza resident Steven Tavleski, the Stroll 
and Roll initiative began to take shape—seeking to engage 
CDOT and other city functions, working to encourage a 
dialogue aimed at creating a strategy to make alternative 
travel choices more convenient, attractive and safe. 

It’s safe to say that this initiative has helped shape the future 
of Charlotte’s transportation so that residents don’t need to 
rely solely on automobiles—and by creating a plan that al-
lows for cyclists, pedestrians and motorists to share the road 
in a safe, healthy way… making for a happier community.

As most of you are aware, The Plaza will soon be converted 
to a more cyclist- and pedestrian-friendly street—with dedi-
cated bike lanes and other enhancements, including inter-
section and signal improvements. After garnering neigh-
borhood support, the Stroll and Roll committee has worked 
tirelessly over the past few years with CDOT to establish 
these street conversion plans. 

You’ll start seeing changes on the Plaza in support of the 
conversion starting in July, and the lanes are expected to be 
fully functioning in late fall or early winter. 

To enhance both the safety and appearance of the new bike 
lanes, the committee has embarked on a Livable Streets 
Project with the intention of bringing artwork and other 
aesthetically pleasing and functional elements to The Plaza. 

Roughly thirty residents of Plaza Midwood and the surround-
ing community gathered in May for a workshop to brain-
storm on themes and concepts worth incorporating into the 
project. The group provided useful feedback and generated 
plenty of creative ideas for animating The Plaza! 

The participants are considering several enrichments in-
cluding street murals in the bike lanes, sculptures and other 
vertical elements in the median, enhanced monumenta-
tion, and updated signage. 

Because there are so many great ideas, the beautification 
will need to take place in stages. The initial focus will be on 
elements that are safety-related and impactful, such as the 
bike lane murals. 

The committee already secured a small grant from the Arts 
and Science Council to kick off the project, but we are seeking 
additional grants to continue funding this vision. The Livable 
Streets Project will continue to develop the long-term plan and 
will also seek community feedback throughout the process. 

We look forward to working with local artists to create a 
vibrant and welcoming experience along our beloved Plaza!
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PLAZA MIDWOOD MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION NEWS
By Clifton Castelloe of Moxie Mercantile; President, Plaza Midwood Merchants

Summer is in full swim and the Plaza Midwood Merchants 
have been some busy beavers. Thanks to all who came 

out to the June Midwood Market, Juneteenth and the 19th 
Annual Plaza Midwood 4th of July Pig Pickin’! We may have 
a few T-shirts left.

SPIFFING UP THE PLACE
In partnership with the PMNA we just installed eight new pub-
lic trash cans around the business district. In addition, we are 
proud of those artistic traffic signal box wraps that have ap-
peared at several neighborhood intersections thanks to our 
City Placemaking Grant! Residents and business owners have 
also been doing some planting on Commonwealth Avenue. 
Can you tell where? Want to pitch in? Join us for our PM Clean-
up Days—first Saturday every month at 9 am; meet at Com-
mon Market.

CARDS ANYONE?
The neighborhood businesses have joined together to start our 
first “Experience Midwood” discount card. Just 200 of these 
limited beauties will be available for purchase for $35—and 
only for 45 days, from August 24 through September 30.

The EM card will provide access to exclusive discounts at Plaza 
Midwood businesses. FOLLOW: @plazamidwood for more info 
and participating businesses.

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS BENEFITS!
Do you have a brick and mortar or home-based business in 
Plaza Midwood? Join our network of business owners at www.
plazamidwood.com and find your mojo NOW!

“I Got A Feel For The Peel”

1600 Central Ave. 
(704) 790-7335

Check 
Out Our 

New 
Menu! tapandpeel.com

20% OFF YOUR MONDAY CARRYOUT ORDER 
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD!

AND, YOGA ON THE LAWN IS BACK ON MONDAYS!

Plaza Midwood Merchants Association (PMM) and PMNA are 
working to connect merchants and neighbors. PMM updates 
The Spirit to inform neighbors about upcoming merchant events, 
new businesses, and highlights business owners who live and 
operate in PM.



14

TheSpirit
SUMMER 2019 of PLAZA MIDWOOD

plazamidwood.org

WRAPPING CREATES EIGHT 
NEW ART SPACES IN PM
PMNA is bringing some great local art to the streets of our 
neighborhood. We’re wrapping eight signal boxes around 
Plaza Midwood with images created by local artists. We had 
more than 70 entries, and selected the eight that best rep-
resented the spirit, energy and fun of our neighborhood. 
We hope you’ll enjoy them as much as we do!

Central/Clement – Annada Hypes, “Be Kind” 

Central/Hawthorne – Holly Spruck“Queen Charlotte Skyline at Sunset” 

Plaza/Belvedere – Matt Myers,“Nosey Neighbors” 

Central/Pecan – Melissa Wineman, “Adventures in the Hood”

Plaza/Commonwealth – Christine Dryden, “Chantilly’s Charlotte”

Central/Morningside – Melissa Herriott, “Adored” 

Central/Plaza – Eva Crawford,“Hydrangea Spark”

Central/Landis – David French,“Deep Roots, Little Creek” 
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continued

Thanks again for all of your great work on our behalf on 
the sale of our home at 1417 Pecan Avenue. You are the 
most professional Realtor I have worked with in over 40 
years of home purchases.

“

“

Each offi ce independently owned and operated.

Robert Dulin | BROKER AND TRUSTED ADVISOR

704-661-3173 | Robert@RobertDulin.com | www.RobertDulin.com

– Don Comer, Pecan Avenue

Helping people make sound fi nancial and quality of life decisions around real estate since 1986.

I’ve lived in Plaza Midwood for 10 years (my bride and I wouldn’t 
live anywhere else!) and I know the market. I am not a “real estate 
factory” agent, so my clients get the time and attention they deserve.

My powerful and effective Marketing Strategy drives prospective buyers 
to and through my Sellers’ homes in a short period of time, thereby 
generating offers near, at, or exceeding our asking price. In 2018, my 
Sellers got, on average, 100.5% of their asking price. My strategy will 
work for your home, too!

Call me today, and let’s develop a plan tailored for YOU!

MAIN 704.774.8686  |  1200 The Plaza  |  Charlotte, NC 28205  |  GWCLT.com
continued

WE ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE THE LAUNCH 
OF GENEVIEVE WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE!

We are a boutique firm located in the heart of Plaza Midwood, 

where we believe that real estate should be a team effort. As your 

personal real estate advisors, our goal is to provide a seamless 

transaction that will simplify the buying and selling process and 

make it advantageous for you as well. 

In 2018, we had the privilege of selling more homes in 28205 

than any other team, and we plan to continue as leaders in the 

Charlotte market in the coming years. 

I bring over 15 years of real estate experience to my firm, and I’ve 

been living and selling in 28205 for over a decade. 

If you’re thinking about buying or selling, call me today to 

discuss how we can help you achieve YOUR real estate goals. 

Genevieve Williams
O W N E R / B R O K E R ,  R E A L T O R ®

P  704.323.9127

E  GW@gwclt.com

- Genevieve
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PLAZA MIDWOOD WINS 

   BOB AWARD!

According to the BOB awards presented by Charlotte  
 Magazine, “Plaza Midwood is getting mighty crowded 

near the Central Avenue and The Plaza intersection, but it 
still has enough oak-lined avenues, ample sidewalks, and 
prettied-up homes north of the Central drag to enliven a 
post-dinner walk in spring or fall.”

PMNA President Karen Van Sickler and her husband Chris, 
along with Alison Rogers, Renee Bradley and friends were 
on hand for the magazine’s Best of the Best awards cer-
emony at the Fillmore on June 7, where they accepted this 
honor on behalf of all of us who love to get out and walk, 
bike, and simply enjoy the streets and sidewalks of our 
spectacular neighborhood.

PMNA Board members Renee Bradley, Karen Van Sickler, and Alison Rogers strike a pose with friends at Charlotte Magazine’s BOB Awards.

East Coast IPA

1906 Commonwealth Ave  Charlotte, NC
legionbrewing.com   844 HOP LOve

Fresh Picked
Tropical Flavor
Available 
Year-Round at 

CLT    NC

It’s official. Plaza Midwood is Charlotte’s best … 
NEIGHBORHOOD FOR STROLLING!
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Schools Update

SHAMROCK GARDENS’ 
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST  
A BIG HIT
by Beth Blackwood

This May, Shamrock Gardens Elementary School pre-
sented its second annual school musical, Beauty and 

the Beast. Led by Shamrock Gardens music teacher, John 
Fohner, the show featured over fifty students. After audi-
tioning for roles, third, fourth and fifth grade students re-
hearsed weekly to prepare for the performance. 

Despite a very limited budget, the show was a success. The 
tireless work of Shamrock teachers, parents, as well as the 
Shamrock PTA—who donated costumes, makeup, and their 
time, certainly made up for any lack of funding.

For many students, it was their first time taking the stage. 
Their hard work paid off as the show was met with rave 
reviews by the audience, providing memorable experiences 
for the young thespians. 

Plaza Midwood resident and Shamrock fifth grader, Finn 
Hoveland, who played the role of Cogsworth the Clock, 
said, “We practiced for months, worked hard to learn our 
lines and dance moves, and we had so much fun! It was 
really cool to be a part of the play. It’s something I’ll never 
forget!

Next year, the school plans to perform the musical Aladdin. 
We’re hoping to receive help from our community so that 
we may continue to provide successful theater productions 
and lasting memories for our students.

For Plaza Midwood residents or businesses who want to 
support the arts in our neighborhood elementary school, 
please consider donating to Shamrock Gardens via https://
www.shamrockpta.org/invest-in-your-school. 

YOU’RE NOT  
TOO COOL FOR SCHOOL. 

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES OUR  
SCHOOLS BETTER!
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Yard Art Day returns, continued from cover

There were dozens of radiation treatments. There was che-
motherapy. There were countless Facebook posts, detailing 
her journey. Or, as Triplett posted in a note to this year’s 
yard artists, she “dealt with some things.”

In other words, now that Yard Art Day is back for 2019, 
she’s less interested in reliving her battle with cancer than 
she is in getting her passion project off the ground once 
again.

“Taking a year off reminded me I wanted to keep going,” 
said Triplett, who lives on Matheson Avenue in Plaza Mid-
wood.

So it’s back. Online registration is open already at yard-
artday.org, and once again, Triplett and Petaccia are en-
couraging artists of all kinds to put their work on display 
on the lawns, porches 
and sidewalks in front of 
their own homes or busi-
nesses. 

After a year away, Petac-
cia said he’s not quite 
sure what to expect, how 
many of their old art-
ists will return after the 
break, or how many new 
ones have been eagerly 
awaiting the opportuni-
ty. But the beauty of the 
whole event is that he’s 
never really known what 
to expect.

“It runs the gamut,” he said of the works he’s seen at 
Yard Art Days past.

There was the massive leg lamp from A Christmas Sto-
ry. There was one with ballet slippers he loved. There’s 
professional photography and projects from school kids. 
And, of course, Triplett’s performance art project dressed 
in garb from “The Handmaid’s Tale” that generated tons 
of attention for its political statement in 2017.

“The yard is supposed to reflect whatever the person liv-
ing there wants to express,” said Petaccia, who handles the 
Web site and much of the behind-the-scenes organization 
for the event. “A lot of times it’s whimsy, which is great, 
but sometimes its got a political or environmental message, 
which is great too.”

People often ask Triplett why she doesn’t award winners 
after each year’s installments are viewed. That, she said, 
would defeat the purpose. 

“I don’t want any judgement at all,” she said. “I want peo-
ple to feel liberated.”

After a year away, Triplett 
feels liberated, too. The 
event isn’t a burden but 
a celebration. She’s been 
through so much since 
the last Yard Art Day, and 
getting back to the roots 
of her work feels right. 

Triplett said she’s hopeful 
there will be a better bal-
ance this year between 
amateurs and pros, and 

the project still needs a bit more funding to fulfill her vision 
for 2019. But Petacchia’s seen so many projects come to life 
because of Triplett’s passion, that he has little doubt Yard 
Art Day will be another unique experience. 

“Deborah is just a lightning rod for creativity,” he said. 
“She’s a person of generous spirit and it just kind of flows 
from there.”

Editor’s Note: Want to participate in Yard Art Day? Visit the web-
site, www.yardartday.org, for guidelines and inspiration… and to 
register! Start planning your artwork now for Labor Day 2019.

Some 
more  
creative 
efforts 
from  
prior  
years
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Partners in Pet sitting
Steve and Sandy Kurt

704-376-0842
Email:  
petsittingpartners@gmail.com

Call:
Partners 

in pet sitting
704-376-0842

email:
petsittingpartners@gmail.com

Professional and loving
In-Home Care
Serving the Plaza Midwood
Area since 1997
Daily Dog walking
Licensed, bonded and insured

MAD ABOUT MODERN HOME TOUR
Saturday, September 28, 10 am - 4 pm.

3101 Loma Lane in PM is one of the homes open on the 2019 MAM tour.

Eight of Charlotte’s most iconic examples of mid-century 
modern and modern homes will be open to the public 

in September. The BOB award-winning Mad About Modern 
Home Tour will showcase two familiar couples and their 
stunning homes.

Steven Firenze and Dave Holtzman, who were featured 
in the Maynia Home Tour in 2018, will open their home 
at 3101 Loma Lane again for MAM. And Bobby Sisk and 
Joseph Mathews, former residents of PM who were also part 
of the Maynia tour back in 2012, now live in modern home 
in Oakhurst at 3020 Levy Way. Both homes are spectacular 
examples of their genre.

The Charlotte Museum of 
History is producing this tour.  
For more information, tickets 
or to sign up to volunteer, 
visit their website at www.
m a d a b o u t m o d e r n . c o m . 
Volunteers receive a ticket and 
t-shirt.

LIKE PMNA ON

FACEBOOK: 
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/

PLAZAMIDWOOD
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CLOSING PM STREETS FOR EVENTS – A PRIMER
By Phillip Gussman

When I tell people in the neighborhood that I live on 
Winter Street I frequently hear something like “Oh, 

you guys really know how to have fun!” I usually laugh and 
point out that it comes from pulling together to plan mul-
tiple events every year. 

Frequently we do this by closing the street to create a 
shared community space for our festivities. The secret is 
that the actual effort of closing the street helps everyone 
get to know each other and the process of cooperating to 
achieve a goal brings neighbors closer together. 

Winter Street has closed the street for many great events 
over the years—including weddings, Easter egg hunts, 
street art parties, “Winter Fest” (front porch concerts), 
block parties, and of course—what we’re really known for is 
Halloween. For over twenty years we have closed the street 
to create an inclusive and safe place for neighborhood kids 
to trick or treat, providing a bit of nostalgia of bygone days 
in the process.

While not every street can be closed, with a little planning 
and organization, most streets can, thanks to our con-
nected street network. The process of properly closing your 
street is an effort that requires contacting several city de-
partments—CDOT, CMPD and CFD.

Here are our recommended guidelines:

• It’s best if a couple of neighbors work together to share 
the tasks. You might even want to designate an ad hoc 
“committee” with assignments; it depends on what is 
best for your event and group.

• Start at least 45 days before you plan to close the street 
because the request to the city must be submitted 30 
days prior to the event/closing. Depending on your 
event, this may take more time, so you should plan ac-
cordingly.

• Review the city policy and guidelines: https://charlot-
tenc.gov/Transportation/CDOTServices/Pages/Block-
Closings.aspx.

• Then, someone must agree to act as the responsible 
party for the closing and as the contact with the city.

• In the guidelines is the “Neighborhood Block Party Re-
quest” form and “Petition.” It will need to be printed 
out for completion.

• Then the neighborly part happens! Go meet your 
neighbors, because you need 75% of the residents af-
fected by the street closing to sign your petition. Keep 
in mind our neighborhood has lots of alleys that might 

be affected by a street closing, so you might also need 
to include some of the neighbors that you share an 
alley with. 

• Once you have gotten all the signatures on the peti-
tion, send it to CDOT (follow the instructions on the 
form). They will get back to you with approval in a 
week or so and follow up with other instructions. 

• Please note: the City does not provide barricades 
to block streets. Residents are required to provide 
their own barricades. You can rent barricades from 
Guardway Corp. Reach them at (800) 596-9126, 4201 
Joe St, Charlotte, NC 28206.

So those are the guidelines. Now here are some Winter 
Street TIPs we’ve learned over the years that will streamline 
the process and make things easier in the long run:

• Use your computer to fill out the addresses of each 
neighbor to make it easier and keep better track of 
who has signed.

• Don’t stop at 75% of the needed signatures. It’s much 
better to meet all the neighbors. Plus, including them 
at this point is a great idea — you might find out that 
they have a disco ball to lend to the festivities, or are 
an amateur bartender.

• The application states that the petition must be faxed 
or mailed. It’s much more efficient and quicker to fax 
it; that means you’ll need to find an app or website 
that will let you send to a fax number… or go old-
school and use an actual fax machine. Factor this detail 
into your planning.

• Notify your neighbors 48 hours before the street clos-
ing. We usually achieve this by printing reminder flyers 
and dropping them off on door steps. 

• Notify CMPD (Eastway Division 704-336-8536) and 
CFD (704-336-2152) to let them know. 

• Clean up the street! When the party is over please 
make sure the street and sidewalks are cleaned up of 
trash and debris.

Be Kind! 

Some neighbors might be surprised by the street closing — 
or be upset by it. Please be patient with each other and dis-
cuss any differences. And mostly, be kind. Our community 
becomes greater than the sum of its parts when we work 
with and care for each other. Now, go plan a party, close 
your street, and have a great time!
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Tour de Sabor

What a great time we had during the fi rst Tour de Sabor! 
On May 19, forty-two riders rode to fi ve locations—and ate 
lots of tacos along the way. Lots of people ate all ten tacos! 
The full route was twenty miles; we started in NoDa, went 
to Uptown, Southend, SouthPark, and then fi nished up in 
Elizabeth.

Bike Benefi ts Bingo

Charlotte had its fi rst Bike Benefi ts Bingo 
game during the month of May. 

It was fun to see 
people discovering 
new Bike Benefits 
businesses and their 
offers. Players rode 
their bikes around 
town to visit BB 
locations and got 
their Bingo cards 
stamped. When 
they got Bingo they 
could ride to re-

deem their prizes. About eight riders got the blackout—
ALL the spots stamped and earned all the prizes. Congrats 
to everyone who played and won.

SUMMERTIME BIKING 

PMTNR 

We’re in our sixth year of the Plaza Midwood Tuesday Night 
Ride. The weather is warming up and the group is now 
at about seventy riders. We’re continually exploring new 
routes and new Bike Benefi ts businesses all over Charlotte. 

Every two or three miles, we stop and regroup—using 
live tracking to help us keep together. The link is http://
glympse.com/!PMTNR and works every Tuesday at 8 pm. 
You can see where we are and meet us enroute. Or check 
out the PMTNR Facebook page for details.

Sunday Slow Ride 

Starting in June the Sunday Slow Ride will begin at 8 pm in 
front of Okra, beside Legion Brewing. It’ll be dark, so lights 
are required. But it’ll be a little cooler too! When it cools 
down the start time will go back to 2 pm. You can always 
check the CLT Spokespeople calendar or Facebook page for 
updated schedule information.

RECENT SUCCESSFUL FUN EVENTS 

S24O

The Spring bike overnight was April 20 on Easter weekend. 
The weather was great—cool temps at night and not-so-
hot during the ride out. 

We’re planning a fall trip, likely in in October after the weath-
er cools down. It’s your chance to try out “bikecamping”—
the bike version of glamping—where you carry everything 
on your bike, camp overnight, enjoy the company of others 
around a campfi re, and then ride back after breakfast.

BIKING IN AND AROUND PM
by Pamela Murray

IMPORTANT WEBSITES AND RESOURCES
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/PMTNR. 

Charlotte Spokes People website:
http://cltspokespeople.org. 

Cycling Savvy classes website:
https://register.cyclingsavvy.org/fi ndaclass. 

Bike Benefi ts website: http://bb2.bicyclebenefi ts.org. 

Pamela Murray is bicycling enthusiast who lives in Plaza Mid-
wood at 2415 Belvedere Avenue and writes a quarterly biking 
column in The Spirit. Reach her at pjoe@carolina.rr.com, pam-
likestobike@gmail.com or 704.372.0052.

SLOW RIDE...
TAKE IT EASY 

8PM SUNDAYS, DEPARTING FROM 
LEGION BREWING.
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The Value of Experience
Whether you’re buying or selling a home in Plaza Midwood,

Jeff King has the experience you need to guide you
through the process! 

“My wife and I used Jeff as our agent when we 
purchased and sold our house. Jeff is truly the 

“go to” guy if you are looking to buy or sell in 
Plaza Midwood. Jeff sold our house on the first 

day of listing for 101% of the asking price.”
H A P P Y  B U Y E R S  +  S E L L E R S

1920 E 7th Street
Charlotte, NC 28204
704.330.8326 W W W . S A V V YA N D C O M P A N Y. C O M

20 MIDWOOD HOMES SOLD IN 2018 // 19 SELLER REPRESENTED 

Want to find out how he does it?
Call Jeff today to discuss his very specific strategy to sell
your Midwood home fast and for the highest price possible.

15
years of

real estate
experience

16
years as a

Plaza Midwod
resident

JEFF KING
Broker, NC/SC REALTOR®

704.332.7309
jeff@jeffkingrealtor.com
www.JeffKingRealtor.com

“As a long-time Midwood resident, Historic Plaza 

Midwood and the surrounding neighborhoods are 

naturally my speciality. Whether you’re looking for a 

great move-in ready home or a renovation project,

I can help you find that perfect place!”

SOURCE: CML S 1/1/18 -  5/30/19
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PLAZA MIDWOOD YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS
for APRIL, MAY & JUNE 2019

Plaza Midwood’s Yard of the month is sponsored by Nectar Floral Designs,one of Plaza Midwood’s unique small businesses. Each 
month’s winning home receives a bouquet of fl owers from Nectar. To nominate a neighbor for Yard of the Month, email us at 
yardofthemonth@plazamidwood.org.

Yard of Joe and Doris Castevens 

Joe and Doris have lived at 2017 Winter Street since 1980—a 
whopping 39 years! Back when they moved in, the yard was 
completely overgrown, with Wisteria vines as big as Joe’s thigh.  
They removed everything and started over.

This spring, they had to do the same thing again. “Our little 
one gallon, $2 Korean Boxwood from K-Mart had grown into 
a monster,” Joe said. They tore out many of the overgrown 
bushes and are still in transition in the replanting phase. 

Their gardening attitude has been “live and let live” and “sur-
vival of the fi ttest.” Both Joe and Doris have degrees in horti-
culture and fi rst met at a plant propagation class in college.

“We’ve never liked the perfectly manicured formal look,” they 
said, “which goes back to what we were taught in college. We 
like to fi nd unusual plants and give them a try.”

Their front yard is an extension of the front porch, where they 
love to hang out with their dog, Baxter, and visit with passing 
neighbors.

Yard of Gary and Katie Rubins 

The Rubins have been in their house 32 years as of July 4; 
when they moved in there was just some grass, very stubborn 
prickly holly bushes and the ubiquitous 1980s “darling”—the 
Bradford Pear tree.

Over the years, the Rubins have put in many native plants, learn-
ing and sourcing from good friends in the native plant business. 
They work as a great team. Katie is the conceptual lead and 
remembers all the names and attributes; Gary is the muscle.

Their hellstrip has been very important to them since sidewalks 
were fi rst installed. “We really enjoy bringing the garden right 
to the street,” Gary said. “Working out front has always been a 
fun way to meet and greet our neighbors.” The Rubins encour-
age friends and neighbors to stop by and chat.

“We are defi nitely not technical gardeners,” Gary said. “We 
garden more from our hearts than our heads.”

Yard of Lawrence and Maggie Stubbs 

It’s amazing that as busy as Maggie is running dish and her 
pet food drive, she has any time at all to do much else.  

But hers and Lawrence’s shady yard presented a grass-
growing challenge.  So they decided to meet it head-on, 
arranging a variety of sizes, color and texture of river rocks 
where grass once was, and then added metal fl owers and 
such, even a tall sculpture for balance.

The stone gardens and edging in The Stubbs’ front yard lend 
a unique alternative to grass, and also provide a more mainte-
nance-free option. The result is distinctive and a lovely varia-
tion in the usual grassy streetscape.

JUNE 2019: 
2017 Winter Street

MAY 2019:
1708 DeArmon Street

APRIL 2019:
1721 Thomas Avenue
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FAITH COMMUNITY CALENDAR
We are fortunate in Plaza Midwood to have a wealth of faith options from which choose. Our churches are active and 
involved in our neighborhood. We are pleased to provide calendar and event information from our faith community.

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1900 The Plaza  
• Weekly Calendar:

• Sunday School, Adult & Children’s Classes: 9:30 am.

• Sunday Worship Service:  11 am.  

• Fiber Arts for Charity:  Second Saturday each 
month, 9 am.

For more information on any Holy Trinity event or program 
or other ministry opportunities, visit the website at www.
htlccharlotte.org or call the church at 704.334.7348.

MIDWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH 
2029 Mecklenburg Avenue
• Sunday Morning Worship

• Sunday School:  9:45 am.  For all ages.

• Sunday Worship:  10:45 – 12:15.

• Wednesday Adult Worship:  6:30 pm.  Meal at 5:30; 
please call by Monday to reserve your spot.

• Wednesday Youth Worship:  6:30 pm.

• CITY KIDS

• City Kids Church: Sundays. 10:45 - 2:15.

• City Kids Mission Mania:  Wednesdays. 6:30 pm.

• “In the Wild” Vacation Bible School – Amazing En-
counters with Jesus. Ages 3 years – Youth: Sunday, July 
7 – Wednesday, July 10.  Sunday Kick-Off: 6 – 8 pm.  
Mon – Wed: 9 am – Noon. Wednesday Family Night: 
5:30 – 8 pm. Dinner included.

• Middle of the Summer Cookout Fellowship:  Sunday, 
July 28. 6 pm.

• Back to School Homemade Ice Cream Fellowship:  
Sunday, August 20. 6 pm. Please RSVP for fellowship 
events:  704.376.8944.

• Parents’ Day Out Ministry for Plaza Midwood: Now 
accepting new students for the 2019-2020 school year.  
Midwood Baptist is offering this ministry to support 
families in the community by providing a safe, nurtur-
ing place for preschoolers to grow spiritually, physically, 
cognitively, emotionally, and socially—focusing on 
developmental and age-appropriate activities, while 
providing a spiritual foundation. 

• NEW Schedule is Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Fri-
day from 9 am to 1 pm. 

 More information and registration forms are also on 
the website.

 For any other information, email Kitty Greene – kit-
tygreene@windstream.net or Cheryl Baldwin – Bears-
den@gmail.com, visit the church website or call the 
church office. References available on request.

For more information on any Midwood Baptist event or 
program, visit the church website at www.midwoodbaptist.
org or call 704.376.8944.

MOSAIC CHURCH  
1817 Central Avenue 
• Weekly Sunday Worship Services:  10:15 am.
For more information visit the church website, mosaic-
church.tv or reach out to Campus Director Kristin Young at 
kristin@mosaicchurch.tv.

PLAZA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2304 The Plaza
• Weekly Calendar:  

• Sunday Worship:  11 am.  45 Minute Worship in the 
Sanctuary.

• Exercise Programs:  Highly qualified instructors. No 
reservation or registration needed. And no cost unless 
you choose to make a donation. Use the door near the 
rose garden. Meet in the Conference Room. Come and 
enjoy!

• Yoga: Mondays, 6 pm.  

• Sit and Be Fit:  Tuesdays, 12:30 pm. Exercise for 
those of us not as mobile as we used to be.

• Pilates:  Tuesdays, 6:00 pm. 
For information on any Plaza Presbyterian event or pro-
gram, visit the church website at www.plazapresbyterian.
org or call the church office, 704.376.8594; or email plaza-
pres@gmail.com.

THE VINE, A United Methodist Faith Community 
2101 Belvedere Avenue
• Weekly Worship:  Sundays, 11 am.  Casual with 

traditional elements.  Parents with children will find 
sofas in the back where they can connect and allow 
the children to engage in worship that resonates with 
them.  Come through the purple doors, grab a snack 
and connect.

• Godly Play:  Beginning in August. Based on Mon-
tessori principles. A staffed nursery will be available; 
preschool and school-aged children will engage in age-
appropriate play and spiritual enrichment.
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• Pub Theology: Coming this summer. Join Pastor Susan 
at Divine Brewing to connect with others and engage 
in relevant theological conversation.

• Parenting Seminars: Beginning in August. Seminars 
open to all. Topics covered by a parenting expert may 
include: good nutrition, positive behavior modification, 
special needs, and more.

• Planning for the End with Dignity: Seminar on end of 
life planning. Open to all ages and stages. Learn about 
hospice, care facilities and living wills. Check PMNA 
website and social media for times and details.

• Pumpkins! It’s not too early to mention they’re coming 
back. Plan for family time on the front lawn.

• Space Needs: Looking for an office space?  Need a 
place to be creative and make art? The Vine is open-
ing up some space to be better connected. Contact: 
704.334.7348.

For more information on The Vine, visit the website at 
TheVineCharlotte.com or call the church at 704.334.7348.  
Pastor Susan is always available for conversation, spiritual 
direction and connection. Call the church or email susan@
thevinecharlotte.com.

A family-centered, community-
orientated place to learn music. 

O�ering Kindermusik (birth to age 6); 
piano, guitar, and drum lessons (all ages), 

and jam bands

Sign up for Summer Jam Band Camps! 
Call for details

Now located at The Vine UMC

2101 Belvedere Ave   |   704-615-9195   |   charlottemusic.net
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CHARLOTTE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION UPDATE
Summer 2019
By Cindy Kochanek

Alternative Materials Series: Introduction

Do you ever wonder why when the Historic District Com-
mission (HDC) reviews applications, they may not permit 
alternative or modern materials such as vinyl, fiberglass, 
and composite replacement materials? Why are some of 
these materials considered appropriate for one building 
and not another? 

The answer lies in the building for which they are being 
considered and the proposed uses for them. Building ma-
terials used in a new building are very different than those 
utilized in a 1920s construction, even if they are both made 
up of some of the same elements. 

Wood used for the siding, trim, and windows of older build-
ings is typically old growth wood that is stronger and more 
resilient than the new growth wood of today. 

Brick on a 1940s-era building is very different from brick 
used in a late 1800s building. Typically, the older the brick, 
the softer it is and the more you need to consider what ma-
terials you are using alongside them. For instance, on older 
brick, a softer mortar is necessary so that the bricks are not 
damaged. While a newer brick is stronger due to advances 
in production, and can handle a more substantial mortar.

Iron, aluminum and steel generally hold up well through-
out the years and just need maintenance to keep the mate-
rials functional. The same is also often true for brick, wood 
and other historic materials. Many significant buildings still 
retain their original materials; amazingly, that’s approach-
ing 100 years for a house built in 1920.

The HDC and its staff consider all the above aspects when 
reviewing and researching new materials for use on historic 
buildings and for new construction. One important thing 
to remember is that many of these new materials are un-
tried and the longevity and compatibility of them with the 
existing, traditional materials may not be known. 

Traditional materials such as wood, metal, and brick have 
been around for many years and their compatibility, or in 
some cases non-compatibility, are well known. Some alter-
native materials cannot be exposed to moisture for extend-
ed periods; some have different expansion and contraction 
ratios which means that they cannot be used adjacent to 
traditional materials without causing damage. 

Other items of consideration are the profile, longevity, 
and sustainability of alternative materials. Generally, new 
materials cannot mimic the profiles of historic materials. 
Some new materials require much more space than tradi-
tional materials to achieve the strength they need to func-
tion, thus if they are used to replace historic materials they 
change the appearance of that detail. Longevity is another 
consideration; some newer materials will require replace-
ment much sooner than traditional or historic materials. 

Remember for the most part, the greenest and most sus-
tainable materials are those that are already in place; keep-
ing them in place keeps them out of landfills. 

This article is the first in a series addressing alternative ma-
terials. Future articles will address more specific alternative 
materials so be sure to look for those details in future issues 
of The Spirit. 

Feel free to contact HDC staff if you have any questions 
on specific alternative materials or any other questions or 
concerns regarding the historic district. HDC staff can be 
reached via phone at 704-336-2205 or email at charlot-
tehdc@ci.charlotte.nc.us. 

MOVIE NIGHT  
in MIDWOOD PARK! 

SEP 21: Ferris Bueller’s Day Off 
OCT 19: Finding Nemo

FREE 8 PM 

15% off 
Pounds of Coffee on Wednesdays

We want to be your neighborhood coffee shop!

Central Coffee Company
719 Louise Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28204

704.335.7288

Eftpreftfto
Iced Drinkft

Pafttrieft
Giftft

Free WiFi
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Phew...it’s HOT in Plaza Midwood!

1724 The Plaza: 3,703 Square Feet with 5 Bedrooms/3.5 Baths for $849,000

Thinking of selling your Midwood home  
or becoming a neighbor? 

Contact me to discuss my proven 
listing and purchasing strategies.

The Only Midwood Riel Estate Agent and 
Your Neighbor Since 2008.

917-301-9511    ken@nestlewoodrealty.com    KenRiel.com
1111 Central Avenue #230, Charlotte, NC 28204

If you’re working with an agent, please disregard this message.

NOW AVAILABLE: Visit MidwoodVillas.com 2014 Stratford: Sold for $274 a Square Foot
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The Spirit is published quarterly in January, April, July  

and October. Advertising deadlines are listed on page 3.

Full Page (Vertical only: 7"w x 8.75"h)........................$550.00
Full Page – Premium Placement ..............................$600.00
Half Page (Horizontal: 7”w x 4.375”h 
OR Vertical: 3.375”w x 8.75”h) ..................................$275.00
Half Page – Premium Placement .............................$300.00
Quarter Page (Vertical only: 3.375”w x 4.375”h) ...........$140.00
Business Card (Horizontal only: 3.375”w x 1.85”h) .........$85.00

10% discount for annual contract (4 issues), standard or premium. 
Additional 10% for first-time ads for PMM member businesses.
Premium placements may not be available.A

D
V
ER

TI
S
IN

G
 R

AT
ES

TO POSTMASTER: Contains time-sensitive information — Please deliver by July 10, 2019

Traditional Companion Animal Medicine and Surgery, Chiropractic, Surgical and Therapeutic Laser, 
Digital and Dental Radiography, In House Ultrasound, and Nutritional supplementation.

Clayton Watkins, DVM • Shebel Hariharan, DVM • Natalie Hauser, DVM • Lauren Hendren, DVM

1909 Commonwealth Ave • Charlotte NC 28205 • 704.370.0767 • www.commonwealthah.com

VISIT WWW.PLAZAMIDWOOD.ORG FOR MORE NEWS 
AND INFORMATION ABOUT PLAZA MIDWOOD.


