
Historical Neighborhood Walk 
by Ron Wolfe 

Now that its turning cool and fall is here, you are probably looking for something to do outdoors. 
This is the perfect opponunity to take notice of Plaza-Midwood's historical beauty that's been 
here over seventy years. As well as seeing how Plaza-Midwood developed and expanded into the 
community that it is today, you will also be able to learn different architectural types that exist"in , 1109 i/Jomas Are. 
our home styles from the "shotg~n" to the "bungalow" «> the "cottage", to the "colonial,- . . .. 
Victorian': and the "rectilinear." • • 

The Plaza-Midwood historical homewalk tour listed below covers most of the pre-1920 
homes in the proposed historical district that is bounded by Clement Ave., The Plaza, Central ~-
A venue and Mimosa A venue. From start to finish, it covers approximately 1-1/2 miles. Park your • -~'-:" 
car in the first block (1300 of Thomas Ave.), walk over to Clement, and.then drive to the last four n~ 
homes on The Plaza. This makes the tour about three quarters of a mile of walking. Do have fun . . , 
and enjoy getting to know your historic Plaza-Mid wood. !:: .--·'\l: 

1101 JJJ001t:JS AYe. 
Addrw 
1208 Clement Ave. 
1216 Clement Ave. 
1409 Hamorton Pl. 
1411 Hainorton Pl. 
1424 Hamorton Pl. 
1434 Hamorton Pl. 
1314 Pecan Ave. 
1326 Pecan Ave. 
1401 Pecan Ave. 
1409 Pecan Ave. 
1415 Pecan Ave. 
1416 Pecan Ave. 
1424 Pecan Ave. 
1443 Pecan Ave. 

1509 Thomas Ave. 
1505 Thomas Ave. 
1409 Thomas Ave. 
1401 Thomas Ave. 
1331 Thomas Ave. 
1323 Thomas Ave. 
1319 Thomas Ave. 
1328 Thomas Ave. 
1405 The Plaza 
1600 The Plaza CNR.NP> 
180 l The Plaza 
2010 The ptazaCNR. NP> 
2100 The Plaza 

Date 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1917 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1917 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1907 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1918 
Circa 1921 

Circa 1915 
Circa 1915 . 
Circa 1915 
1908 
Circa 1916 
Circa 1915 
Circa 1915 
Circa 1916 
Circa 1916 
1891 • 
Circa 1916 
1914. 
1914-15 

NR•JlllllorlllRtp11:rfllHMIOriA!Flaca 

1st Owner Architectural Style 
Calvin Overcash Vernacular Victorian Cottage 
Fred.A. Love . "Shotgun" vern~cular 
Jessa Eatman Bungalow Craftsman 
Guy Reynolds. B_ungalow Craftsman 
Charles P. Wooten· Vernacular Victorian 
Walter G. Stinson Colonial Revival 
Thomas Moss Bungalow 
J. Gwynn Childers Victorian Cottage 
William Sechrest Craftsman Bungalow 
Arthur J. Helms Colonial Revival 
Mary Rimmer Colonial Revival 
J.M. Owen Bungalow 
Ray Hildebrand Bungalow 

• V.W. Stroupe Colonial Revival Bungalow 
(unusual architecture for the time) 

Zachens McKinnon Bungalow 
Charles Mullis Bungalow 
Jackson Kiser Colonial Revival 
C.C .. Helms ·colonial Revival 
Julius White Victorian Cottage 
Lewis Long Vernacular Cottage 
R. Harvey Allen Victorian Cottage 
Samuel Stillwell Bungalow 
John L .. Scott Bungalow 
R.M. Miller, Jr. . Victorian 
Joseph Woodside Colonial Reviva~. Prairie 
Ralph Van Landingham Bungalow Style Estate 
Bishop John Kilgo· Rectilinear Colonial Revival 

HP• Daipm;d I lacel "'Hiltoric Pn,p=,y" by Owl- Cir1 Ccwicil 

Sources: Tom Hanchett Report, City Directory dating back to 1910, Sanford 
Insurance maps, information from family members of first owners and Survey 

. Sheets from Plaza-Midwood Historical Survey. 
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Early Plaza Midwood 
by Ron Wolfe 

Imagine Plaz.a-Midwood without houses o "th h h • , r w1 out 
c urc es, or without a school, or without shops, or without 
even su:eets--Only trees and pasnue to mark ihe outer limits 
of_ the c11y of Charlotte. For this to be true what years would 
th1~ have to be? According to the Thomas Hanchett Essay 
wn tten ar~und_ 1984' the Sanborn Insurance Maps dated 1905 
and the C11y Directory dating back to 1910, these years would 
be pre-1903. Yes, that's 87 years of history that we can claim 
and be proud of as members of Plaz.a-Midwood! 

Wha~ were the early signs of a community forming in 
190~ w~1ch was later called Plaz.a-Midwood? In 1897, 
BenJ~m D. Heath purchased H.S. Chadwick's Louise Cot-
ton Mill, nonhwest of where the Seaboard crossed Central 
A venue. On the nonheast comer of the crossing was the 
Charlotte Casket Company and behind it was Bamh dt 
Manufacturing Company. . . ar 

. ~ese large factories needed houses for their employees 
to hve mas they grew in size. So in 1903, B.D. Heath sold off 
the remainder of his railroad frontage to be developed as a 
residential area. This was unusual for Charlotte at the time for 
all of this housing was not privately developed,.butrather was 
owned by the factories. 

Plaza-Midwood is made up of more developments 
than any other neighbo.rhood in Charlotte. There 
were ten separate subdivisions, several of which 
were resubdivided over the years to b~~ome at l~ast 
seventeen differen_t deve!opmental groups! 

What was B.D. Heath's first development called? 
Oakhurst, which developed a.round the factories on Central 
and the Seaboard Lines. Early area maps before residential 
development showed the three main pre-existing roads. The 
main highway was called Lawyers Road Oater changed to 
Central Avenue), Poorhouse Road (later named Parkwood 
Avenue), and the third road was a fann lane that connected 
Lawyers Road and P~orhouse Road, destined to become The 
Plaza, our grand boulevard of our Plaza-Mi(lwood neighbor-
hood. The first streets of P-M were Clement, Chadwick, 
S~hool and Gordon streets, plus parts of Surey Raod, Ken-
sington, Chestnut and Peachtree . .In ~e late20s·and early 30s, 
Chadwick was changed to Pecan A venue, Peachtree became 
Hamorton Place, and Su.rey Road became Thomas Avenue. 

A few middle~income residen~ appeared on the north 
side of Central A venue between the railroad crossing and the 
farm road that faier became The Pia.ia. To our and ihe· city's 
dism·ay, these· fine, larger homes were destroyed to make 
room for the mile-long (and Charlotte's most prestigiou·s) 
pre-World War II suburban shopping strip, along the troll~y 
line. Most of the early dwellings on the side streets were built 
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by working class persons, desiring a 
place to call home. 
. By the time the City Directory 

hsted the streets in the late 19 J Os, 
there were some two dozen one-
story Victorian cottages already 
built on Clement, Pecan, Thomas, 
and Hamorton. Most of these homes 
are described in the Let's Take A 
Walk • article elseswhere in this 
newsletter. Although these homes 
have been described as being built in 
the late 191 Os, many of these dwell-
ings were. actually built much ear-
lier. The two Helm's houses, 1409 
Pecanand 1401 Thomas which have 
been documented from information 
provided by original owner's fami-
lies, were built in 1907 and 1908, re-
spectively, and not in 1915, as the 
Directory st.ates. For this reason 
most of thse homes are listed as c~ 
dates, approximating the dates from 
the information that was available. 

This first development of two 
dozen homes in P-M provided for 
much space between most of the 
homes. Later this was filled in with 
smaller bungalows between the Vic-
torian cottages. Though a few of 
these original homes were demol-
ished along Central and adjacent 
blocks, the remainder of original 

. Oakhurst looks today much as it did 
sixty years ago and it still contains 

. Plaza-Midwood's oldest dwellings. 
For this reason, this section was the 

• likeliest candidate to be con'sidered 
• for nomination for a historicai dis-
lrict in Charlotte. 

Another residential develop-
ment in what is now known as Plaza-
Midwood began in 1912 by Paul 
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KEN FRAHER 
Carpenter 

1514 Mimosa Avenue 
Charlotte, NC 28205 (704 )333-2670 

L;.. · -~ Chatham, a real estate developer 
ll!lfl~\~ who_ made his first money in 

, . ., ·-~ texules (Chatham Woolen 
L~ Mills). Just prior to June of 

,;, -·, " .;~ 1910, Chatham built a bau~ry-
powered rail car (trolley) 10 

carry potential and current resi-
(/3 Pec411 Aie. dents out Central and The Plaza. 

• Some of the last remnants of this 
~-' ' -' ' 

~E 
trolley were unearthed this past 
spring and summer when Cen-
tral was excavated in order to. 
lower the road bed for paving. 
Some of the trolley tracks were 
saved as historical souvenirs.· If 
you are· interested in a piece of. 
this history, you can purchase a • 

• piece of the track for SIS. Pro-
ceeds go 10 the Neighborhood 
Association. Give board mem~ • 

~:1\~ii:t~~\\) ber Barbara· Webster a call at 
• ;;i 377-1154. 

lf"tJvfedicintf'Shoppe 
TOM McCALL, R.Ph. 
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there are many more which contribute historically. Wealthy 
couon broker, Ralph Van Landingham purchaed a five-acre 
site in the Chatham Estates 10 develop a beautiful estate with 
interesting architectural features and well designed surround-
ing grounds in 19i4. The same year, another architecblral.!y:-; 
designed.home was built as a residence for M~thQdistBishop· .. 

. John C. 'Kilgo at 2100 The Plaza. The Bishop was a distin-_· • 
guished figure in North Carolina in that day. He was rctirc(i 
president of Trinity College (before it became Duke Univer-
sity), a director fo the Southern Railroad, and a major regional 
Methodist leader. His home was a large rectilinear structure, 
very unusual for that time period. In 1915, a former downtown 
mansion (South Tryon Street.at 7th) was moved into Plaza-
Midwood 10 1600 The Plaza by cotton and grain merchan~ R. 
M. Miller, Jr. This 1891 Queen Ann' Victorian-stylc.iesideiicc~ 
continues 10 grace The .f'.laza. • 

For financial reasons, Chatham had to abandon his vision 
ofThe Plaza, lined_ with grand suburban estates.on large lots in 
the mid- I 920s. As a result, land partials had to be sold off and 
one story bungalows arose between the large two-story resi-
dences built a decade earlier. Today we arc able 19 see a 
mixture of variable _size homes along these streets, oricc 
known as Chatham Estates. - ·'· • · .. : • .. 

If this article· has gained youdnterest in finding out m·o~ • • 

included the streets now known • about your Plaza-Midwood neighborhood, copidoflhc.Tom·· 

as The Pl~. Nassau Avenue, Hancheu Essay will be available for a nominal reproduction.;. 

rippah A venue, Thurmond Place, and parts of Mecklenburg, , fee al the October P-M Neighborhood Association's quaneriy 

~imosa . .f?elvedere, Belle Terre, Chestnut, and Kensington.. meeting. 
·y hope that a number of you will be able 10 ta.kc the will: 

The new development was 
called• Chatham Estates whicn·· 

We can all be thankful for Clzatham'sforesight in 
?nvisioning what this subdivision was to become, 
ror he widened and straightened the existing dirt 
rarm road into a mile-long, hundred-foot wide 
~ou/evard, with asphalt-paved twin roadways· 
7anking a central median for streetcar tracks, now • 
~nown as our grand boulevard, The PlaZJl. 

Because of the limited space, I will only mention three 
:ontributing historical homes in this division, even though 
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through the proposed PM-historic district, lo better acquaint 
yourself with this section of Plaza-Midwood. Sec you at the 
quarterly meeting on Thursday, October 18 at 7:30 at Holy 
Trinity Church on The Plaza. · ·. · .:·: ; 
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